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THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS 
RAILROADS. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND EARLY WORK- 
ING OF RAILROADS IN CENTRAL ESSEX COUNTY. 


BY HENRY FOLLANSBEE LONG. 





From the first settlement of New England down to a 
comparatively recent period, the prosperity of its people 
was derived from agriculture and commerce. Later came 
industrial development in the manufacture of boots and 
shoes, and cotton and woolen goods, and with it the ne- 
cessity for railroads. In the earlier years of the nineteenth 
century, Newburyport was one of the prosperous trading 
centers of Massachusetts, but its growth and prosperity 
did not increase, largely because of its failure to enter into 
the new manufacturing impulse. It is to this city, how- 
ever, that railroad development in the central portion of 
Essex County must be credited. These railroads, as later 
described, were incorporated as the N ewburyport Railroad, 
the Georgetown Railroad, the Danvers and Georgetown 
Railroad, and the Danvers Railroad. 

For some time previous to the year 1846, the citizens 
of Newburyport had harbored a grievance against the 
Eastern Railroad and at last the plan was conceived of 
building a railroad that should connect the town with the 
Boston and Maine Railroad at Lawrence, and also open 
up transportation in the interior of the county through 
Georgetown, Groveland and Haverhill. The promoters 
of the new road aimed to control the traffic of the Mervi- 
mac Valley and it was claimed that Newburyport thereby 
would regain in part her earlier importance as a terminal 
point for trade. The operation of a steamboat on the 
Merrimac river, between Haverhill and Newburyport, had 
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2 THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 


proved 2 wise investment, and through the proposed rail- 
road it was hoped to obtain this traffic, and at the same 
time replace the heavy teaming between Lawrence and 
Newburyport by the improved methods of railroad trans- 
portation. 


The town of Georgetown, at this time, was heavily in- 


teyested in the manufacture of boots and shoes, and as the 
yailroad was to supply a means whereby the raw material 
and the finished product could be transported quickly, a 
large number of prominent citizens were interested in the 
enterprise, and it is largely due to subscribers in George- 
town, that the railroad was finally completed. Some of 
the early meetings, prior to the incorporation of the rail- 
road company, were held at Georgetown, and one of the 
first meetings after the incorporation was also held there, 
on September 17, 1846. Many of the annual meetings 
of the railroad were also held in Tenney’s Hall in that 
town. 

On March 11, 1846, the Governor of Massachusetts 
approved an act establishing the Newburyport Railroad 
Company, as a corporation, the incorporators being Den- 
nis Condry, John Huse, Enoch 8, Williams, John Wood 
and Edward S. Moseley. They were given the right to 
construct a railroad “from Newburyport to or near George- 
town Corner, . . . beginning at some convenient 
point between the Newburyport turnpike and the present 
Eastern Railroad Depot . . . thence southeasterly 
over or near Common Pasture . . .to a point near 
the head of the Downfall Road . . . thence contin- 
uing southwesterly crossing Parker River near Pearson’s 
Mills, in Byfield, thence north of the Georgetown road, 
and passing near Dole’s Mills in Georgetown, at or near a 
point of land of Daniel Pusey, about one-fourth of a mile 
northeast of Savory’s Hotel in said Georgetown.” The 
capital stock was to be two thousand shares of one hun- 
dred dollars par value. At the same time they were given 
the right to unite the Georgetown Branch Railroad, which 
was to run from Bradford to Georgetown Corner, and 
which had been chartered March 11, 1844, but not con- 
structed. The organization and location of the road was 
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THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 3 


to be effected before September 1, 1847, and the construc- 
tion was to be completed before September 1, 1849. 

Preparatory measures were taken for early constructive 
work when a strong effort was made by some individuals 
to carry the road along the banks of the river through 
West Newbury. On May 9, 1848, the Newburyport 
Railroad Company was given the right of choice to pass 
through either West Newbury or Georgetown, for they 
were “authorized and empowered to change the location 
of their railroad . . . beginning at some convenient 
point between the Newburyport Turnpike, so called, and 
the present Eastern Railroad Depot, in or near Newbury- 
port; thence running westerly over or near Common Pas- 
ture, so called, and northerly of Turkey Hill, in the Town 
of Newbury, crossing Artichoke River and continuing on- 
ward between Archelaus and Pipe Stave Hills in West 
Newbury to some convenient place for crossing the main 
road leading from Newburyport to Bradford, thence cross- 
ing the same, and passing between said road and the Mer- 
rimack River . . . to Bradford.” This caused delay 
and led to new investigations. In order to determine the 
route which would best accommodate the inhabitants of 
the several towns in the valley of the Merrimac, and at 
the same time make a convenient line to connect the 
Eastern Railroad and Boston and Maine Railroad, nearly 
two months were spent in a thorough and minute survey 
of the territory by Mess. Parker and Felton. This resulted 
in the adoption of a line nearly corresponding with the 
first preliminary survey made in 1846 by a Mr. Wildes. 
Still an earlier survey had been made upon which to ob- 
tain a charter at the session of 1845, “when Mr. Wiggin 
and his associates travelled knee deep in snow.” The 
delay in construction was caused pot only by a possible 
change of location, but also by the great scarcity of money 
that prevailed during that year. ; 

In January, 1848, a mass meeting of the friends of the 
Newburyport, Georgetown, Lawrence and Lowell Rail- 
road, to run in connection with the Stony Brook road 
west—-an opposition road of the Newburyport Railroad— 
was held in the Issex House, Lawrence, but nothing came 
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4 THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 


of the agitation and the proposed road was never char- 
tered. 

At the close of the year 1848, the paid in capital 
stock in the Newburyport Railroad amounted to 54,140, 
and the expenditures amounted to $1,992.21, which was 
largely for engineering. The directors at this time were 
Charles J. Brockway, George J. Tenney, Charles 5S. Ten- 
ney, Joseph B. Morss, Richard Fowler, John Huse and 
Orin Weston. Only one of these had been an original 
petitioner for the founding of the corporation. Propo- 
sals for masonry and for grading the road to Georgetown, 
were received by George A. Parker, engineer, and held 
open till February 15, 1848, being finally awarded to 
Mess. Gilmore and Carpenter. 

The Newburyport Herald states that on February 15, 
1849, ‘‘ground was broken” on the Newburyport Rail- 
road “about a mile and a half below Georgetown, near 
the house of Moses Thurlow. This is the deepest cut in 
the road, being through a gravel hill about 1000 feet, and 
in the deepest place 16 feet in depth.” 

On April 9, 1849, the time in which the road was to be 
finished was extended one year to September 1, 1859, by 
the legislature. 

During the years 1848 and 1849, numerous editorials 
appeared in the Newburyport Herald describing in detail 
the advantages of the railroad and proving by figures that 
the road would pay good dividends, and at the same time 
the people of Newburyport were urged to subscribe liberally 
to the stock. Though many people in that city did subscribe 
money was not forthcoming in sufficient amount to meet 
the assessments, and the Herald in lauding the citizens of 
Georgetown for paying “for nearly one-half the road,” 
did vot hesitate to say that “« Newburyporters ’ were 
«hard to collect from” and styled them “ croakers.” These 
editorials were largely of no avail. Though “connection 
with the interior’ had been talked about since 1824, 
‘po money was in sight now that the road had actually 
been commenced. 

The Herald, under date of May 11, 1849, says, “we 
passed over the road, on Saturday. Rather more than a 
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mile of it, and that the worst mile on the route, being the 
deepest and hardest excavation, about two miles below 
Georgetown, has been graded. The cost of grading and 
laying rails estimated at $4,009 a mile. The cost of grad- 
ing this the worst mile was $2,700, of which the contractor 
has taken $900 in stock. Theiron for the road has been 
already purchased to be delivered on board in Wales, at 
$23.70 per ton the lowest point at which railroad iron has 
ever been sold since its first manufacture. . . . Never 
we repeat, was such a chance offered a seaport town be- 
fore, and if neglected now, never will it occur again. If 
through the indifference of some and the misguided enmi- 
ty of others, this opportunity should be lost, it will be 
repented of bitterly when repentance willbe too late to 
save them from condemnation and punishment.” Such 
was the support given by the Herald, in its desire to ob- 
tain subscriptions toward the cost of the railroad. 

In January, 1850 it was reported that the work on the 
railroad had been “prosecuted during the year as rapidly 
as the means of the company would permit, and at the 
present time, the whole section of eight miles and 179 rods 
from Newburyport to Georgetown is in such a state of 
forwardness that a few weeks of favorable weather will 
suffice to place it in running order. There has been ex- 
pended for graduation and masonry thus far, $29,794.39 
and for superstructure including iron, $27,716.25; for 
land, land damages and fencing, $4,069.53; for engineer- 
ing, $3,102.21; and for all other expenses, $1,822.28. Total 
expenditures, 566,504.66. The rails are lain on about 
seven miles and a half of the road, and the gravel trains 
are employed in finishing work.” These rails weighed 50 
pounds tothe yard, which was eight to ten pounds lighter, 
than rails ordinarily used on roads at that time. “On the re- 
maining portion of the road, about one mile, the road bed 
is finished, ready for the rails, which will be put down as 
soon as the weather permits.” The capital stock paid in 
at this time amounted to only $47,987, so that a funded 
debt of $19,100, with interest at 6 per cent., was estab- 
lished. The capital stock was collected by assessments 
of ten dollars a share, for each of the last ten months in 
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6 THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 


the year 1859, being payable to Thomas Davis, the first 
treasurer. 


On May 23, 1850, an agreement was entered into with — 


the Eastern Railroad Company, “and a purchase was made 

: . ofa part of their road bed and land on the 
westerly side of their track, from the junction of the two 
railroads to a point four hundred and forty feet south- 
west of the southerly end of the tunnel under High 
Street.” The new railroad “also had the right to run its 
passenger trains into the depot of the Eastern Railroad.” 
For this road bed and privilege of use of depot, the 
Newburyport company paid $2359. 

The Newburyport Herald, under date of May 23, 1850, 
Says regarding the “opening of the railroad to George- 
town,” that, “the first section of that improved commu- 
nication with the interior, which the citizens of Newbury- 
port to their injury, idly talked about and slumbered over, 
for thirty years, was opened yesterday, and we hope no 
long time will elapse before the comparatively small sum 
necessary for its extension to the upper lines will be 
raised. . . We were disappointed in our anticipations 
of making one of the company who passed over the road 
yesterday, but we learn that the reunion was a very pleas- 
ant affair, and that the citizens of Georgetown, with their 
accustomed public spirit, gave the visitors who went up a 
hearty greeting. Salutes wore fired and a band of music 
was in attendance.” 

The first notice of the train service on the railroad, 
published in the Herald, states that, “on and after Thurs- 
day, May 23d, Passenger and Merchandise trains will run 
as follows—Leave Georgetown for Newburyport at 7 1-4 
A. M., 10 1-2 A. M. and 41-2 P.M. Leave Newbury- 
port for Georgetown 9 A. M., 21-4 P.M. 61-4 P. M. 
All the trains will stop at Pearsons’ Mills Vilage. On 
Wednesday, May 22, the stockholders will pass over the 
road, and trains will run for their accommodation as fol- 
lows : Leave Newburyport for Georgetown 10 A. M., 1 P. 
M., 3 P.M., and 5 P. M. Leave Georgetown for New- 
buryport 12 M.,2 P. M., and 4P.M. Stockholders can 
receive tickets by calling on Thomas Davis, at the Railroad 
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office, corner Essex and State Streets.” In another issue, 
the paper informs the public that, “stages will be immedi- 
ately put on at Georgetown to run to Groveland, Bradford 
and Lawrence. The ride from Georgetown to Groveland 
wil) probably not require more than 20 minutes, to Brad- 
ford, 40 minutes, and to Lawrence perhaps one hour.” The 
railroad schedules state that ‘‘ stages from and for Haver- 
hill and North Andover connect with the trains at George- 
town.” The Newburyport Herald in an editorial at this 
time, states that, “Capt. Micajah Lunt, William B. Ban- 
ister, C. J. Brockway, Capt. Joshua Hale, William Stone, 
John Wood, Robert Bayley and Richard Fowler,” were 
the Newburyport citizens who were largely responsible 
for the completion of the road, and in applauding the 
citizens of Georgetown for their part in the enterprise, 
says that “George J. Tenney, of that town has been the 
Ajax of the concern, upon whose strong arm it has leaned 
in each moment of doubt and difficulty.” 

Though the road ran about six miles in Newburyport 
the land damages were very small, as the way, princi- 
pally, was through rough back pastures. The rest of the 
road ran through better land, but the land damages were 
settled amicably. 

The first accident on the road, occurred July 18, 1850, 
when a train was thrown from the track, by coming in 
contact with a cow, and Benjamin Hilliard, the first con- 
ductor, in jumping from the platform of the passenger car, 
was struck by the car and instantly killed. As fences 
along the way were not constructed in some cases, the cows 
in feeding wandered on to the tracks, and it was no uncom- 
mon thing to strike two or three cows while on the way to 
Newburyport from Georgetown. The brakes never worked 
well on the locomotives, and as a brakeman had to shut on 
the brakes for each car, the train collided with the cows, 
even though they were noticed on the track some yards 
ahead. 

The early engines burned wood, mostly oak, sawed into 
two foot lengths. The town of Boxford, yearly supplied 
nearly 2000 cords of wood to the Newburyport and other 
railroads at this time. Though fairly good time was made, 
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when wood was burned, the slowness of the road was a 
standing joke. Itis reported, that on one occasion the train 
was so late in arriving at Byfield, that many of the citi- 
zens gathered at the station to ascertain the cause of its 
tardiness. Much was their surprise, when at last, Nathan 


Carter, the second conductor on the road, was seen coming | 


up the track with a balter thrown over the smoke stack of 
the engine, leading in the train. The brakes worked so 
badly, that the train ran into the Newburyport station at 
one time, and out through the back side of the building, 
before it was stopped. Another time the engine left the 
track at Georgetown and was buried in a gravel bank 
beside the track. 

The early engines all had names, the name being painted 
under the window of the cab, where now are the words 
“Boston & Maine.” The“ Bunker Hill” was the first freight 
engine, and the “Camilla,” the first passenger engine. 
Afterwards were added the “ Medford,” « Rockingham,” 
and “Cocheco.” The railroad was a constant source of 
jokes and was used to advantage by Stephen Osgood of 
Georgetown, who wrote the following song which was 
given at many concerts in the neighboring towns, by the 
“New England Vocalists,” a quartette composed of Miss 
Abbie Marvel, alto, Stephen Osgood, 1st tenor, A. P. 
Holmes, 2d tenor, and D. B. Tenney, bass. 


THE GEORGETOWN RAILROAD. 


With the history of the Georgetown Road, you all may be ac- 
guainted, 

From the time the ground was broke, until the depot here was 
painted, 

Some people may be ignorant of this prodigious track, 

But none will e’er forget it, who’ve been to Newburyport and back. 


CHORUS. 


O, the Geergetown Riilroad is getting all the go, 

The Maine and the Eastern they go so mighty slow, 

They may pull and blow and whistle, but ‘twill never do to talk, 
They think it’s against the law to run faster than a walk. 


Tho wonderful ‘“‘Camilla,’? with the power of a crow, 

Cant run by “Bunker fill,’ with the monument in tow. 

The “ Medford” and the “Rockingham” are sure to spring a leak, O 
How I wish they’d get a cooking stove and throw away “Cocheco.”’ 


Chorus, —O! the Georgetown Railroad, ete. 
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Once on a time I took a ride, drawn by the “Bunker Hill,”’ 

And it took us almost twenty hours to get by Pearson’s Mill. 

I thought ’t myself as I gazed out, if the miller’d only bought her, 
The trains would soon run regular, for he’d have ’em go by water. 


Chorus,——-O! the Georgetown Railroad, etc. 


They haye a traveller now and then, who lives to get clear through 
But when he gets to t’other end he don’ t know what to do, 

The people look so different, and he’s grown so old and gray, 

He’s sorry he didn’t go afoot, or hire a horse and shay. 


Chorus,—O! the Georgetown Railroad, etc. 


And when there comes a little snow, or chance, a heavy frost, 

Out turn 2 hundred shovellers, to find the train that’s lost, 

A cure for this I could Gevise and help the cause of travel, 

*T would be to have a shed built over, to keep out snow and gravel. 


Chorus,—O! the Georgetown Railroad, etc. 


And when the train comes creeping in, O! what a row and racket, 

The passengers are growling round, ‘‘We'd better come with 
Brackett.” 

And when to the little man in grey, you call on fora ticket, 

How he’il snap himself around to get it, for fear you’ll go with 
Pickett. 


Chorus,—O! the Georgetown Railroad, etc. 


O! when will men get confidence, and quiet all their fears? 

Why, when they burst the engines up and run the trains with steers, 
The cars will never get smashed up, nor the oxen melt their flues, 
And the so called engineers can be at home a making shoes. 


Chorus,— O! the Georgetown Railroad, etc. 


The Georgetown Branch Railroad, chartered March 11, 
1844, was Geanisely brought to the attention of the pub- 
lic, on January 2, 1844, when a meeting of the friends of 
the road was held in Haverhill, to appoint committees, 
to plan for a survey and location, to gather statistics, and 
to consult “the directors of the upper road. 
There was some surprise at the meeting on learning that 
the directors of the lower road had already taken alarm 
and had written to the postmaster of Georgetown to have 
a committee appointed to meet them in making a survey 
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of a route for a branch to that road.’* Ata town meet- 
ing held in Haverhill, in 1848, Alfred Kittredge, J. H. 
Dunean, W. R. Whittier, Rufus Longley, and Caleb 
Hersey were chosen a committee “to appear before the 
General Court in aid of the petitioners fora railroad from 


Newburyport to Bradford.” On May 22, 1850, a public - 


meeting was beld in Bradford “to take measures in aid of 
extending the Newburyport Railroad from Georgetown 
to Bradford.” 

The Haverhill Gazette, under date of January 18, 1851, 
“is happy to state that at a meeting of the Directors on Mon- 
day, the grading of the remaining section of six miles of 
the Newburyport Railroad from Georgetown through 
Groveland to the depot of the Boston and Maine in Brad- 
ford, was let to Messrs. Gilmore and Carpenter, the en- 
terprising and efficient contractors of the other portion of 
the road, who are already among its largest proprietors. 
It is to be constructed with the greatest possible dispatch, 
consistent with due economy.” In the same newspaper 
under date of January 25, 1851, it appears that “the 
work of extending the New Railroad to this town, and 
the Boston and Maine has commenced. Gravel was 
broken in Groveland last week, and nearly 100 persons 

ave located along the lines. Two large shanties have 
been erected and several houses and barns have been 
rented for their accommodation. Ground has been or 
wil) be broken at another place in Groveland the present 


*This railroad was chartered by ‘“‘George J. Tenney, Samuel Lit- 
tle,Coleman Viatt, Charles S.Tenney, and John B. Savory of George- 
town, George Savory andJeremiah Spoftord of Bradford, and Samuel 
E. Noyes of West Newbury.’’ It was to run from the turnout track 
near the depot of the Boston and Maine Railroad in Bradford, east- 
erly, passing near the store cf Leonard Johnson; then on the line 
of most suitable elevation, till it comes near the bank of the Merri- 
mack river, opposite to Silsby’s Island, and so down said bank 
at such distance as may be found best, to Johnson's creek; 
thence northerly of the house of Stephen Parker, and up the 
valley of the most easterly branch of said creek, to the easterly side 
of the bniiding of Benjamin Enoch Nelson, and on the best level to 
the line of Georgetown, near a stone bound on the road southerly 
ef the house of Knoch Harriman, then northerly of the house of 
Orin Weston, to near the house of David Perkins; and then south- 
westerly on the most convenient ground to such place as shall be 
found most suitable for a depot at or near Goorgetown corner.” 
They were given the right to found a corporate union with the 
Boston and Maine Railroad. 
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week, and the work will be commenced at the principal 
cutting at the woods near Johnsons’ Creek in Bradford in 
a few days. Such is the character of the soil that the 
work of grading has been contracted for at the very low- 
est rate, or about 15 1-2 cents per yard, taking all risk of 
rock and hard pan. It is intended to follow the river 
bank very closely through Bradford, passing under the 
travelled road, near Haverhill Bridge, and joining the 
Boston and Maine at the side track near the present depot.” 

The Haverhill Gazette, during the year 1851, printed 
many editorials of great length, going into details con- 
cerning this road and its prospects, and railroads in gen- 
eral, in the endeavor to arouse enthusiasm among the peo- 
ple of Haverhill and Bradford,-who were as backward in 
subscribing to the railroad stock as has been the people of 
Newburyport. One of these editorials brings out the in- 
teresting fact, that fully 31,850 passengers, 106 a day, 
had been carried over the road from Newburyport to 
Georgetown to date, and also, that $30,000 had been paid 
by the people of Georgetown to get the railroad. The 
activity of the editor was stimulated about this time by 
renewed efforts of the supporters of the Georgetown and 
Lawrence Railroad, which had been chartered May 2, 
1849. This road was to run from, and in connection with, 
the Newburyport Railroad in Georgetown, through Box- 
ford and North Andover, and connect with the Essex 
Railroad, “near the north parish in Andover.” The Es- 
sex Railroad had been opened in the summer of 1848, 
from the “ North River in Salem to Methuen,” ata cost of 
$500,000. The beginning of efforts in behalf of the Box- 
ford route was at a meeting of the stockholders at the 
house of John Brown, in West Boxford, at 2 P. M. on 
August 27, 1850. jodi 

The Lawrence Courier immediately took up the fight 
for the “ Boxford route,” maintaining that Lawrence, and 
not Haverhill was the objective point in either case. The 
Courier argued, that, “by the Boxford route,” the dis- 
tance was ouly seventeen miles to Lawrence, and the 
road would tend to strengthen the “ Essex Road,” and at 
the same time receive from the « Essex Road essential aid 
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in return, which a stronger and more independent company 

might not be so ready to grant.” The Haverhill Gazette 
had from the first favored the road throu oh West Newbury, 
but it now fought bravely for the Groveland route. 

By the last of Angust, 1850, the re-survey of the road, 
by J. N. Cunningham, engineer of the Newburyport Rau- 
road, had been completed, “and the plan and profile,” 
were ‘‘in preparation.” “The route has been greatly im- 
proved in several places,’ says the Gazette, “more es- 
pecially in following the river bank closely, by which 
much damage to land is avoided, an entire level ob- 
tained for 2 1-2 miles, below the Bradford depot, and a 
depot obtamed at Haverhill Bridge. By this change a 
much better road bed is obtained, as the bank is eenerally 
of sandy alluvium deposited by the river, and like all lev- 
ees along great rivers, is generally higher than the back- 
ground of coarser materials, entirely dry, and is almost uni- 
formly twenty feet above high tide, and very httle of it 
has been covered by any freshet, but twice for a century. 
With very moderate expense compared with any other 
route the whole rise and full of the road might be reduced 
to little more than the difference of elevation between the 
river bank and Georgetown depot—about 00 feet. A good 
view of any town or city, while passing along a railroad, 
is very seldom obtained. This road by this arrangement 
will be a most remarkable exception, as regards Haver- 
hill, for almost every building in the town “will be seen 
from the cars, as they run along the opposite bank, form- 
ing a most beautiful real panorama.” So level was this 
route, that the road was almost ready for the rails with- 
out labor, nearly the distance of 5 1-2 miles to George- 
town. When completed, the grade from Georgetown to 
Haverhill was 26 feet to the mile. The route through 
Boxford to North Andover, was 6 1-2 miles and 50 feet 
in length; grade not exceeding 35 feet, and the estimated 
cost was 392,000, ready forthe cars. 

In the Courier, under date of September 7, 1850, we 
have a fair sample of the sort of editorial written at that 
time. “The Haverhill Gazette continues its clatter about 
the great business which the town of Bradford would atford 
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to a railroad from Newburyport . . . it is all pure moon- 
shine, but for today alone.” The editorial goes on to say 
that Lawrence in “ ten years will contain more people than 
Newburyport, Bradford, Georgetown, Groveland and 
Haverhill combined have now,” and in conclusion remarks 
that the “ Gazette harps on beautiful scenery,” and wishes 
to be informed what that has “got to do with freight,” 
and continuing states that if the Bradford road is adopted 
“the stock of the Newburyport Railroad and the Newbury- 
port Turnpike Road will forever stand on a par, which 
being interpreted, means a right smart slice below zero. 
Give us no road at all rather than such a road.” Some 
Newburyport Railroad shares were sold, at this time, for 
$25 per share. On September 14, 1850, the Gazette re- 
turns the Courier’s fire. “The editor of the Lawrence 
Courier has again mounted his high heeled shoes, and is 
dealing out his commands where our railroad shall go, as 
though he were the real “ money king” of railroads... we 
have hitherto dealt with him in sober argument”, and have 
“within a week or two published facts enough to blow all 
his flammery sky high.” In conclusion the editor writes 
if Haverhill gets the road they “will double the amount 
of cash Lawrence gave the Boston and Maine,” and com- 
pliments Mr. Cunningham “for his independence ” in 
favoring the Bradford route. 

At the annual meeting of the Newburyport Railroad 
Company, held at the depot in Newburyport on Septem- 
ber 21, 1850, it was shown by the treasurer’s report that, 
“of the capital stock about $70,000 has been paid in, and 
that about $120,000 has been expended, most of which 
excess has been raised on bonds and mortgage of the road.” 
This meeting decided in favor of the route to Haverhill by 
the way of Groveland, after many “eloquent speeches,” 
and the examination of detailed “statements.” By the 
Haverhill Gazette of November 28, 1850, it appears that 
‘a meeting of gentlemen interested in its extension to the 
Boston and Maine was held on Friday last in the depot in 
Georgetown which promises the most favorable result to 
the completion of the road, $21,000 of new stock for this 
purpose has been taken in Newburyport and Newbury and 
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$7000 in cash or land damage is secured in Groveland, 
which with a most noble and generous proposition has been 
acceeded to by most of the land holders, of taking $15,000 
of new stock for the purpose of completing the road, and 
rendering both the stock and bonds available in the market, 
will if the proposition is accepted to, bring the means ap- 
plicable to the completion of the road up to $45,000, with 
what will be taken by contractors for grading and materials, 
is considered a good basis for putting the road under con- 
tract.” 

The assessments for the extension were at five different 
times, the first one of 10 per cent, being payable February 
20, 1851, the second of 20 per cent, payable March 20, 
the third of 20 per cent, payable April 21, the fourth at 
20 per cent on May 20, and the fifth of 30 per cent on 
June 20. To the very last the Gazette “strikes hard” for 
the road, and maintained that it would always pay good 
dividends, claiming that even before the extension the 
road paid running expenses, and with the Haverhill con- 
nection, dividends could be easily earned. By July 21, 
1851, the extension to Bradford was well under way. 

On September 1, 1851, the road bed “had been com- 
pleted from Georgetown to Haverhill bridge,” but was not 
in good running order the entire distance to Bradford. 
The fifteen miles from the Eastern Railroad station in 
Newburyport to the Boston and Maine station at Bradford, 
had cost about $225,000, or “315,000 a mile with equip- 
ment complete.” ‘This was believed to have been “ lower 
than the cost of any other road in New England.” The 
money market had been tight, which forced the directors 
to sacrifice much on “ the discount on the sale of the com- 
pany’s bonds,” and the land damages had amounted to more 
than $25,000, “ being more than double the amount which 
men well acquainted with the value of the property along 
the line, estimated at the commencement of the work.” 
The Gazette in a very strong editorial scores the awarder 
of damages, and among other instances, cites a decision 
whereby “ two acres of rather thin, sandy land half a mile 
from any road,” cost $1165. In many cases, farmers, see- 
ing a chance to recoup themselves for heavy taxes, carried 


ath aa i ei a ln mica al 


oe 


we, presen. aah, e yagi ei hiyere 


| 00,8 19. gstiaiad Yo, atts ahblod asl 9 


dite GORBME or qu beow adtelto, 


wise nda th ye owe Quit th Fanti We} ~ ie. anno dep: on 


PB bad ' hed baot ond 68 cod apadeyoe #0 Se le 
sont anw dod “oahind Lidsevalt al al coor. canal batik. | , 
‘brother, of pocadalb: onhine gee: ahi at ae Doug ah 
nh donaia baotinl ‘wietae o& monk golinr meee edt.) 
dxothaatl da roltuta onield: Disqieoteod save NY rognessd woe 

pips diive alco * 000,614 to OOO GSSG dinate dane wd 
towol » " gone B rye a ae svoilod eae eid " asalygeaoo Mom) 


my bi ew ols enioge Iatrodil 


ohio eo Het banal chowe o 
eee coroners) een Yymaenes, ok | 
boi axa naan ol eovlonen 


t 
leery 
ret 


pAom pst ent vu 








































road anil Makhipargong ww g 03 Due 


Dern. chao: walt waride le cata: ba. pat i, ' pont ‘aneat 20 4 A 
dean ar dd ai ni Jaliurvas abouwod ven. dhoote f A} tnd ang Ai 
Gy as Mat sents, , Oukd chant ia ort pecs 


alabrodmen “a gee vbr via coo 
“ERD nabs ie, Say a 
inoreltih 0 ne OO , woigastae inne ‘so ein orteoeH a 


(ye 


no dee.1a 08 10 iti ail _ bank y nm “an (ho ‘digo take 08. ; 
<ot  bawd sol ite” eddomy sould dagl ya0¥7 ait or te Ri ae: wisp. 
hoog voq eiawls .bivow at staal Soencni.ssi cei meu m 8 Saws ‘Och. 
oft nolretme odd exoted see. dinate an regional abaabivity ” 
-109 Hidtowakl oat diive Dave ann RS OH uN x ing iano 
[2 yin we . .berupse li ane jin iio ved aofai ib tS) ae 
“vow robo Law enw .brokbharth oo aosis mai, Gib <hOGE: 0 


aT". baehan a We ¥ ai Loot vedio eae io jeoo and eimihd 
arotowlls od) hogwot doilvs dilgit goed bad Joulsmen Yost 
“15109 ots to odnw odd ee. duemoguil od ao ans aoilitone of, 
oven. ont Lat cunoueens ha eh eaiyarer sai Scud alt | si 28 ‘howd Oh 
doidv tupom.olt aldwob sadt onungatod + 000 CRRunedy 4° 
yitoln yapqoig odd, ko alee out dita broaden, vous Hew, 01 ay 
shrow: eld. ho. | sage esiadeolngot ae ne Fut Fite Pe , 


oe I 


Mote A, wonin ALN ey rausi 4 





0 pw 


THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 15 


their cases before a jury and were awarded several times the 
value of their land. It was said that the two miles in Brad- 
ford caused more trouble than all the rest of the railroad. 

September 15, 1851, a train was run ‘from the bridge 
to Georgetown,” to accomodate the stockholders who at- 
tended the annual meeting, it being “the first time the 
passenger cars have run to Haverhill,” according to the 
Gazette. While the road was opened to Bradford for publie 
travel on September 22,1851, the trains did not run 
regularly until the latter part of October, and for the first 


“five or six months after the opening, it was operated to. 


much disadvantage. A portion of the road bed was at 
sub-grade ; the depot buildings were not completed ; and 
the arrangements which the directors had been able to 
effect with the long lines of road at the termini were un- 
satisfactory and unfavorable.” 

At this time the “running expenses of the road, includ- 
ing salaries of the superintendant and treasurer, fuel, oil, 
etc., engineer, fireman, conductor, brakeman, switch-men, 
ticket masters, road master and three men, two repair 
hands, sawing wood, etc., amounted to $37.59 a day.” The 
total income amounted to $83.05 per day. The “furniture 
of the road” at this time consisted of “Three Locomotive 
Engines, Three Passenger Cars, One eight wheel Baggage 
Car, one four wheel Baggage Car, Four eight wheel House 
Freight Cars, Two four wheel House Freight Cars, Four 
eight wheel Platform Cars, ‘Two four wheel Platform Cars, 
Nine Gravel Cars, Two Hand Cars, and One Tron Car.” 
The capital stock of the Newburyport Company when 
united with the Georgetown Branch Railroad Company 
was $300,000, and only $131,000 was paid in, while the 
total cost of the 14 miles and 8073 feet from Newbury- 
port to Bradford was $255,613.88. 

The road was hardly completed before Haverhill began 
to find fault because all the freight for that town had to 
be carted across the bridge, for the right to extend the 
road across the river into Haverhill was not granted till 
March 16, 1855. This resulted in a great loss of freight 
traflic for the railroad. 

The arrangements that had been made in 1850 with the 
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Eastern Railroad, for the use of its road bed and station in 
Newburyport, were not satisfactory to the Eastern, and 
the Newburyport Railroad was notified that «on and after 
November 26, 1853” they would be obliged “to start all 
their trains from their own depot.” At this time an effort 
was made to obtain permission from the legislature to 
extend the road to the Merrimac river at Newburyport, 
hoping to get all the river traffic, and at the same time ob- 
tain a very central location for a new station, but the bill 
was entered too late for legislative action that year, and 
in addition the Eastern Railroad refused to waive their 
rights, and in consequence the plan was abandoned for the 
time, but on March 28, 1854, this extension was granted. 

The first station in Newburyport was a cheap structure, 
and was located outside the settled part of Newburyport, 
southwest from High street, in rear of the tunnel and was 
reached by running over the Eastern Railroad for about 
one mile. In March, 1854, authority was given to cross 
the Eastern Railroad tracks, and a station was then built 
near the mall on High street which is now used as the Bos- 
_ton and Maine freight depot. The only station between 
Newburyport and Georgetown was at “ Pearsons’ Mills,” 
now known as Byfield. Benjamin S. Rogers was the sta- 
tion agent for many years. The Georgetown station was 
located nearly where the freight house now stands, and 
the track was covered the length of the station. After 
the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad was united with 
the Newburyport Railroad,-. the station was moved to the 
present location. The stations on the “ extension to Brad- 
ford” have remained practically the same. George P. 
Carleton was the first agent at Groveland. The first sta- 
tion agent at Georgetown was George Spofford, known on 
account of his small stature as “Little George the Giant.” 
He was the son of Dr. Amos and Irene Dole Spofford, and 
brother of Dr. Richard Spofford of Newburyport. The 
second agent was Albert Carleton, who served seven years, 
and the third, S. Page Lake of Topsfield. 

With the mention of the great damage done by the 
heavy freshet the spring of 1852, the worst since 1785, 
the first agitation for a road to run from Groveland, “three 
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Erected in 1850. From Photograph taken about 1865 
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miles to West Newbury,” was beeun in the Haverhill Ga- 
zette, but this did not come to anything till June 12, 1869, 
when the West Amesbury Branch Railroad Company was 
given the power to construct such a road. 

In the Haverhill Gazette of September 10, 1853, we 
have the following account of a serious accident. “On 
Wednesday afternoon, as a special train on the Newbury- 
port and Georgetown, was making preparations to return 
from Groveland with a picnic party from Newburyport, 
the boiler of the engine burst, killing the fireman, Leander 
Spoflord of Georgetown, formerly of the Merrimack House 
in this town. At the time of the explosion he was attending 
to his duties and was blown some 150 yards into an adjoin- 
ing field, and breathed but a few minutes after assistance 
reached him.” The engine that exploded was called the 
“ Bunker Hill,” and was a ten-ton engine, constructed in 
Philadelphia in 1841, that had been used on the Fitchburg 
Railroad. 

It is told of one farmer in Groveland, who was very 
much frightened at the trains, that when he had occasion 
to cross the track on his way to market, he would stop his 
team some hundred yards from the crossing and go ahead, 
on foot, to see if all was clear. If he failed to discover a 
train approaching he would put his ear to the rails to ascer- 
tain if a train was in the distance, and failing to detect any 
sound by the rails, he then would run back to the team and 
race his horse across the track. 

-From the common expression that the Bradford Branch. 
of the Newburyport Railroad was not worth “a peanut,” 
the name “ peanut train” has been handed down year alter 
year, applying to that branch. 

A Georgetown lady relates that from her father’s invest- 
ment of $3800 in the stock of the railroad, he received her 
free passage to and from N ewburyport, where she attended 
school, and as that answered for dividends, he was offered 
an old engine for his principal. Many of the investors did 
not even get a free ride on the railroad for their money. 
The same lady recalls on returning one night from New- 
buryport ina snow storm they were stalled all night in a 
Snow drift, and enjoyed it greatly, for Ole Bull, the great 
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violinist, who was touring the country at this time, had taken 
thetrain for Boston to fill an engagement that evening, 
but instead he gave his concert on the train to the great 
enjoyment of the imprisoned passengers. 

Charles S. Tenney, superintendent, under date of 
« Georgetown, Sept. 19, 1851,” gives the following sched- 
ule of trains :—“‘On and after Monday, September 22, 
1851, cars will leave Georgetown for Newburyport at 7 
A.M. to connect with the 8 A. M. train to Boston. Leave 
Newburyport for Bradford at 7.35 a.m. to connect with 
the 8.30 for Lawrence and Lowell.” The fare from New- 
buryport to Byfield was fifteen cents; to Georgetown, 
twenty-five cents; to Groveland thirty-three cents ; and to 
Bradford, forty cents. This road, as completed, could pay 
4 per cent. said the directors, if the Company had not been 
obliged to discount their bonds to finish the road. Of the 
$40,000 issue of bonds, $20,000 had been sold and the 
balance were placed as collateral. 

The first activity for a railroad through Topsfield to 
Danvers was launched in earnest, on March 16, 1844, when 
the Georgetown and Danvers Railroad Company was 
chartered by thirteen Danvers and three Georgetown citi- 
zens, to run from “some convenient point in the central 
part of the village of Georgetown, thence southerly through 
the villages of Topsfield, Danvers Plains and South Dan- 
vers, and thence to Salem to unite with the Eastern Rail- 
road.” This enterprise apparently did not extend beyond 
the initial movement, for we hear no more of it though it 
was originally promoted to run in connection with the 
Georgetown Branch Railroad. 

On May 7, 1851 the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad 
Company was chartered by John Wright and Asa Pingree 
of Topsfield, and Samuel Little and Henry Poor of George- 
town. Three men and “their associates” were given the 
power to “ construct and maintain a railroad, commencing 
at some convenient point in Georgetown, thence running 
through Rowley, Ipswich, Boxford, Topsfield, Wenham, 
or any of said towns to the village of North Danvers, there 
to entor upon and unite with the Essex Railroad at some 
convenient point.” The capital stock was to be $150,000, 
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and the road must be completed by May 7, 1854. From 
the fact that the incorporaters were given the right to run 
through Rowley and Ipswich, we have reason to believe 
that, as is commonly understood, the first intention was 
to run the road across Hoods Pond in Topsfield. This 
plan was favored by those who felt sure that the harvest- 
ing of ice and its transportation by the cars would prove 
valuable. The road was to cross the pond from the Box- 
ford and Ipswich side and strike Topsfield at what is 
now known as Kimball’s Point, thence to Bixby’s Corner, 
so called, across Gallop’s brook and under Great hill, pass- 
ing through the village back of the Academy hill, and so 
along to Danvers. When this route was abandoned, 
numerous Topsfield citizens who owned land over which the 
road was to pass, refused to pay for the stock to which 
they had subscribed. Considerable trouble was occasioned 
by their action and in order to discover its legality, those 
who refused to subscribe, paid twenty dollars each for a 
legal decision which was apparently favorable to them. 

The next plan of location was through the village of 
East Boxford, but as the people here failed to subscribe 
as freely as those near where the road now passes, the 
route was changed. Singularly enough, the man who 
promised to purchase the largest number of shares, if the 
road went as he wished, failed in the end to purchase any 
and, adding insult to injury, received an enormous dam- 
age for his land. So much for promises. The total land 
damages of the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad 
amounted to $15,473.42. 

At the annual meeting of the Newburyport Railroad 
Company held in September, 1851, at the City Hall in 
Newburyport, the “Act passed by the last Legislature, en- 
titled an Act concerning the Danvers and Georgetown 
Railroad,” was accepted and the directors “ were requested 
to make such arrangements with the Danvers and George- 
town Railroad . . . as they shall deem proper,” and fur- 
ther they were “ requested to petition the next Legislature 
for authority to unite the Newburyport Railroad Company 
with the Danvers and Georgetown, . . . “provided the 
Danvers and Georgetown join in such application.” 
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During the month of September, 1851, “ several capi- 
talists of Salem and Danvers made advances to the Dan- 
vers and Georgetown to procure an alteration in their 
charter to build from Georgetown to South Reading,” and 
this was favored as it wouldgive Salem the “third line of rail- 
way from that city to Boston.” This suggestion was not 
adopted by the directors of the Danvers and Georgetown, 
which had been organized in September with William D. 
Northend of Salem, as president, and William L. Weston 
of Danvers, as treasurer and clerk, but it was the begin- 
ning of the movement for the Danvers Railroad Company 
which was incorporated the next year. 

Various citizens of Georgetown, not satisfied with their 
share, as individuals, in the construction of the Newbury- 
port Railroad, in their zeal and anxiety for more railroad 
connections, called a special town meeting for August 4, 
1851, “to see if the town will vote to authorize their 
treasurer to subscribe for fifteen shares in the Danvers and 
Georgetown Railroad and appropriate the stock now 
owned by them in the Manufacturer's Bank in payment, 
the dividends of railroad stock to be appropriated for the 
support of Schools.” It proved to be a very lively meet- 
ing, but as the plan was favored by the more wealthy and 
influential citizens, the motion was carried and the sub- 
scription accomplished. This stock was carried as an as- 
set of the town till 1862, when it disappears from the 
town accounts, without comment. It was not uncommon 
for towns to subscribe to stock, for it was argued that 
railroads were but modern highways, and that no one ever 
doubted the rights of towns to construct highways, and 
“ that what is to be for the benefit of the whole commu- 
nity, should be paid for by the whole community.” Iin- 
couraged by the action of the town, many private citizens 
subscribed to the stock, and in most cases lost their entire 
savings. Numbers of people in the towns along the line 
took one or two shares, many with the idea that they 
would lose their investment, but satisfied to spend that 
amount for the benefit to come from the railroad. Many 
farmers believed that the coming of the road would put 
an end to their market at Salem, believing that they would 
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sell nothing, and that in addition other towns would com- 
pete successfully for the home market. In a poem by 
Stephen Osgood of Georgetown, supposed to be the inter- 
pretation of a dream, wherein he saw many different indi- 
viduals pass before him, occur the following lines: 


‘“‘Then came with slow and lingering walk 
Signers for the Georgetown Railroad Stock. 
With careworn looks and hair turned gray, 
(They’d hoped in vain, the road would pay) 
And sung as they passed,—with voices faint, 
‘* Bad is the Road ”’ and ** Old Complaint.”’ 


On May 21, 1851 the West Newbury Railroad Com- 
pany was chartered to run in connectiou with the Dan- 
vers and Georgetown ‘from the passenger depot... in 
Georgetown, to Rocks Bridge, in West Newbury, a dis- 
tance of 5 1-2 miles. The capital stock was to be $50,000. 
The Haverhill Gazette describes this as a “very bold 
project,” and continuing says that the “ground is uneven 
and rocky, and would cost high to grade,” and that the 
elevation of West Newbury above the Merrimack, nearly 
forbids the approach of a railroad so as to cross the river 
from that quarter, with the object in ‘“ view to accommo- 
date West Amesbury.” On May 21, 1851, the West 
Newbury and the Danvers and Georgetown were given 
the right to unite. The West Newbury road was never 
financed, dying a natural death like many another enter- 
prise founded on similar dreams. 

Under date of August 4, 1852, the Danvers and 
Georgtown Railroad Company, informs the stockholders 
that «450 shares of the capital stock,” has been “ sub- 
scribed for.’ In September, 1852, a meeting was held in 
Danvers, says the Haverhill Gazette, where $15,000 was 
subscribed for the stock. It continues :-—“ the ancient 
intercourse with Salem will again be placed on the most 
convenient footing. The writer well remembers when 
long processions of country sleighs, gave employment to 
half-a-dozen taverns between Haverhill and Salem, over 
roads now overgrown with grass. Four hours were then 
consumed in the journey at the old five mile jog of farm 
horses.” 
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The Danvers Railroad Company was chartered March 15, 
1852 and was authorized to unite with the Danvers and 
Georgetown Railroad Company, under the name of the 
latter. In the following June the stockholders of the Dan- 
vers and Georgetown authorized their directors to “lease 


their railroad to the Boston and Maine or Eastern Rail- | 


roads.” All the stock required by the charter was sub- 
scribed for at this time, but evidently neither the Boston 
and Maine nor the Eastern cared to assume the rest of the 
stock, for neither would entertain the proposition to lease 
the road. 

In the Salem Gazette, of April 7, 1853, under the head- 
ing Topsfield, April 6, we read that, “ the ground is being 
broken today for the making of the Georgetown and Dan- 
vers railroad. There will be a new location of railroad 
from Danvers to South Reading, which makes a new route 
from Newburyport to Boston through Topefield. Will not 
this be ‘first rate’ for Topsfield.” At about the same 
date, “ the contractors commenced work at North Danvers.” 
The first work in Topsfield on the grading was begun in 
what is known as “Colrain,” and Benjamin P. Adams, 
postmaster for many years, threw out the first gravel. 
The shovel he used is still in existence. He also filled the 
same role at North Danvers, so called, when the first work 
was done on the plains below the Putnamville station, the 
gravel for filling being taken from the pits on the neigh- 
boring hillside. ; 

On May 27, 18538, an agreement was entered into by 
the Newburyport Railroad, the Danvers and Georgetown, 
and the Danvers Railroad, wherein it wasagreed “to run 
their cars ” over each others’ tracks, and no others, except 
the tracks of the Boston and Maine, and it also was agreed 
to make the fare from Haverhill to Boston, not less than 
by the Boston and Maine. They were to divide all fares 
“pro rata,” and pay extra for cars exceeding three passen- 
ger and one freight car per day. This agreement was to 
continue in force 100 years, and was to be void if an agree- 
ment between the Danvers and Boston and Maine Rail- 
roads was not executed in 60 days. This agreement was 
executed and signed by Charles J. Brockway, the first 
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president, and M. E. Hale, the second treasurer of the 
Newburyport Railroad; William D. Northend, the first 
president, and William N. Cleaveland, the second treas- 
urer of the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad; and W4il- 
liam D. Northend, the first resident, and George IF’. 
Choate, the first treasurer of the Danvers Railroad. In 
consequence of this agreement, the power given on May 
2,1858, was jost whereby the three roads might unite 
under the name of the Newburyport Railroad Company 
and receive subscriptions to their capital stock from the 
Boston and Maine, the Eastern, and the Essex Railroads 
to “an amount not exceeding $40,000.” 

On January 28, 1854, the time ‘for construction” of 
the Danvers and Georgetown was extended to September 
1, 1854. By May 27, 1854, eight hundred tons of rails 
had arrived and the “process of putting them down”’ 
was “about to commence.” Andrew Gould of Topsfield 
obtained the contract to supply the sleepers and to con- 
struct the fences for the railroad. The sleepers were of 
chestnut and cost 25 cents each. They came from a grove 
which he purchased in Derry, N. H.; some of the other 
material came from his land in Boxford. He received his 
pay in bonds. The Irishmen employed in the making of 
the roadbed were brought into Topsfield in 50 tipcarts, 
just at the edge of evening, and in the middle of the long 
line, perched high above the others on a great pile of 
bedding, rode one lone Jrish woman. They used the 
southerly store, in what is now Bailey’s Block, for mess 
room, and occupied the present Grange banquet hall, on 
the floor above, for their sleeping quarters. Later they 
occupied shanties located above the railroad bridge which 
crosses West street. It was reported that one of their 
number was murdered here, but no proof remains. The 
superintendent of the gang, one Mead, encountered an 
obstacle when he proceeded to break ground through the 
land of a Topsfield man who had objected very strenuously 
to the advent of the railroad. This man, who tipped the 
scales at over two hundred pounds, as a last resort, had 
calmly seated himself directly on the centre line of the 
proposed road, immediately in front of the approaching 
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builders, apparently for the purpose of making Mead and 
his gang cease work. But Mead was equal to the occa- 
sion and though the task appeared difficult, he succeeded 
without much apparent effort in picking up the obstruc- 
tion as he would a baby and placing it gently down on the 
other side of the fence. The work was then resumed. 


The Salem Gazette informs us that on August 12, 18654, 


‘the cars ran for the first time into the village of 'Tops- 
field from Georgetown.” In the Gazette of August 19, 
1854, under the Topsfield items, we learn that “our 
Georgetown, Topsfield and Danvers Railroad is just draw- 
ing toa completion. The whistle of the engine has for 
the first time within a week disturbed the quiet slumbers 
of our village. The rails are now laid as far as the Ipswich 
River, south of the village one mile. In one week more 
the rails will be laid as far as North Danvers, and by the 
first day of September the cars will commence running 
over the road, which will be a day of much interest to the 
towns through which it passes. This road is said to be 
one of the best graded roads in the country, and from 
present appearance, promises all that its friends ever 
claimed for it.” On August 31, 1854, says the Gazette, 
“the passenger cars on the Danvers and Georgetown 
Railroad ran for the first time between Topsfield and 
Georgetown, to carry a party of one hundred and fifty to 
a picnic in Little’s Grove.” 

On September Ist the railroad was opened, in connection 
with the Danvers Railroad, through to South Reading, 
and the Topsfield correspondent of the Salein Gazette 
gives us a lengthy account of the opening. He writes: 
“J took the cars at Topsfield early in the afternoon... 
large numbers had assembled to witness our departure and 
to congratulate us on the prospect of the pleasure of the 
excursion. We glided finely along and the first place of 
particular note that we came to was what was formerly 
called Blind Hole, but latterly named Putnamville. There 
we passed through a formidable ledge, of the hardest 
granite . . . after a little delay at Porter’s plain, we 
passed on to North Danvers, where several hundred had 
assembled to witness our arrival, which was greeted with 
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cheers. From North Danvers we started for Tapleyville, 
and on our arrival at the depot we were hailed with much 
joy. One demonstration was by a noble fire company, out 
on duty, waiting our arrival. From hence we passed on 
to that famous place, which has been visited by thousands 
the past summer, called «‘ Needham’s Hill.” Here we had 
an opportunity to witness what skill, perseverance and 
industry had accomplished to divide this monster of a hill 
and let the tron horse pass on without molestation.* 
The next place of note that we arrived at was that 
famous place known to the ancients as the Devil’s Dishful, 
but to modern travellers as Brookdale.t A few puffs of 
the iron horse brought us to Lynnfield depot. At this 
place we found flags flying, and numbers had assembled 
to greet us onward. From this place we moved smoothly 
on and shortly arrived at South Reading, where we stopped 
for the space of an hour to wood up ... We then started 
homeward bound, and arrived safely at our place of desti- 
nation.” 

The Directors, with a few friends, after returning to 
Georgetown, made the opening an “occasion of a very 
pleasant dinner party.” The road was not opened for 
public travel, however, until October 23, 1854. 

On March 3, 1854, the Chebacco Branch Railroad Com- 
pany, Number Two, was chartered, to run “from Essex to 
the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad, in Wenham, or 
Danvers, with authority to cross the Eastern Railroad, and 
enter on said Eastern Railroad and said Danvers and 
Georgetown Railroad.” This road was never constructed, 
dying without a struggle. 

The Salem Gazette, under date of October 31, 1854, 
describes the route “ over the new railroads” from Salem 
to Boston. The Salem and Lowell, which was opened 
Aug. 1, 1850, was used to West Danvers, “then the 
Salem train is attached to another from Newburyport, and 
in this conveyed to South Reading, then to Boston.” The 
station mentioned by the correspondent from Topsfield as 


*From anotber source we learn that on this excursion the travel- 
lers were obliged to get out and push the train over the grade. 
tNow known as West Peabody. 
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«“ Brookdale,” is described as “the settlement about the 
woolen factory, and part of West Danvers commonly 
called the ‘ Dishful’ we believe.” 

Warren Nichols, for many years employed on the rail- 
read, ran the first train out of Topsfield that went to 
Little's Grove in Georgetown. The freight engine which 
was employed in the construction of the road was called 
« Baldpate,” and was run by Hilis Dorman. It was said 
that this engine could go regardless of the rails, making 
as good time in a rocky pasture as along the laid rails. 
And it was well that it was so, for the first line of track 
was “fearfully and wonderfully put together.” 

In February, 1855, the Nese ya of the Danvers and 
Georgetown “was suspended fora large portion of the 
month . .. on account of the destruction of the river 
bridge at Topsfield by a freshet.” Benjamin Poole ofthat 
town, and shortly afterwards to be the second president of 
the railroad, was moving into town during that month and 
was obliged to cart his furniture from Putnamyille over 
the road to ‘Topsfield. On February 9, 1855, this road 
was given the power to form a corporate union with the 
Newburyport Railroad Company, under that name which 
was done, and thereafter the entire road to Danvers was 
known as the Newburyport Railroad. 

It is to the Boston and Maine Railroad that credit must 
be given for the completion of the Danvers and George- 
town Railroad, as is shown in a report of an investigating 
committee of the Boston and Maine, presented to the stock- 
holders on September 29, 1855. “In 1854 no road in the 
country was in better condition than the Boston and 
Maine. . . The condition of the money market had become 
very unfavorable for unfinished railroads, and a disposition 
of distrust towards them daily increasing, the directors of 
this road conceived it to be their policy to sustain and push 
through to completion the Danvers and the Danvers and 
Georgetown which was to connect it with the Newbury- 
port Railroad. ‘The Danvers and Georgetown had im- 
ported their iron, but were unable to pay for it, and 
authority was given the president to advance the money to 
pay the cost and duties. In pursuance of this, he paid for 
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the iron as it arrived, a sum of $70,000, retaining the iron 


as security for the advance. This loan was intended to be 


temporary but as the Danvers and Georgetown could not 
proceed without the iron to lay down, after some inter- 
mediate negotiations and action not necessary to be recited, 
this $70,000 finally (August, 1854) was converted into a 
note of that corporation with indorsers, due twelve months 
from date. The Danvers road by this time was experienc- 
ing the difficulties of the money market and called on this 
road to make an advance. On November 21 and 23, and 
December 15, this road advanced $45,060 to the Danvers 
as prepayment of rent until 1862. These extraordinary 
advances exhausted the immediately available funds, and 
for the purposes of a dividend, five days after this last pay- 
ment, the Treasurer borrowed money on the notes of the 
corporation as well as discounting some of the Notes Re- 
ceivable. Thus was inaugurated the policy of borrowing 
to pay dividends, when earnings were greatly in excess of 
the legitimate expenditures of the road.” The Newbury- 
port Railroad also was loaned $26,400 on notes at this 
time. The report goes on to tell why the Boston and 
Maine helped the Danvers and Georgetown, saying that 
‘“‘the committee express their regret that a rivalry in busi- 
ness between the Eastern Railroad and the Boston and 
Maine should ever have led these corporations into the 
policy of building or sustaining roads from one line to the 
other whose legitimate business was inadequate to their 
support, and which could only become profitable or valu- 
able by diverting traffic from the other great road leading 
to Boston.” It it said that the Boston and Maine and 
Eastern railroads spent $2,500,000 in fighting cach other. 

In 1858, there was considerable talk about turning the 
Danvers and Georgetown over to the bondholders, and 
they in turn, not seeing any chance to get any money for 
paying the interest on the bonds, conceived the plan of 
tearing up the iron and selling it with the other property 
of the road. Several editorials appeared in the newspapers 
concerning this proposition. It was finally decided that 
as the Boston and Maine had breathed life into the road, 
and as it could pay running expenses, they would keep it 
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eoing. An effort also was made at this time to unite the 
Danvers and Georgetown, which was made a part of the 
system of the Newburyport Railroad, with the Boston and 
Maine, but it was not successful. Some of the bonds were 
taken at this time for seventy-five cents on the dollar, but 
the Boston and Maine gave only sixty cents on the dollar, 
in 1860, when it took the lease of the road. 

Stephen Osgood, of Georgetown, tells us in one of his 
poonis, supposed to have been the interpretation of a dream, 
just how the public regarded the Boston and Maine, and 
we can see how unjust this sentiment was, and realize that 
today the sentiment against the road is prompted on just 
as unfair grounds. He relates: 


“J then discovered in my dream 

An unknown monster moved by steam, 
Spitting smoke and fiery streams 

And breaking forth in hellish screams. 
Cattle and men it inward hurled 

And threatened to engulf the world. 

My curiosity took wing 

On seeing this infernal thing, 

To learn its mission and its name, 
Wheve it was bound and whence it came. 
Nor did I long remain in doubt 

For a demon stuck his nozzle out 

And wrote in fiery letters plain, 

B. & M.—* Boston and Maine.’ 

The people yelled with indignation, 

‘Sis the spirit of that corporation ! 
“I'was born,’ cried out unearthly legions, 
‘Down deep in the infernal regions 

And if not saved by long probation 
That place will be its destination! ’ 

In front, and laughing at the sport, 

Was one marked Danvers and Newburyport. 
The B. & M. with swaggering gait 
Moved forward toward the tempting bait, 
Opened its jaws to swallow down 

The unlucky Danvers and Georgetown, 
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But found him, although young and slim, 
Quite too many guns for him. 

The monster tried, but all in vain, 

To swallow the little one again. 

Said Spool, with one derisive laugh, 
‘You don’t catch this old bird with chaff, 
You will soon discover, with dismay 
That swallowing railroads will not pay.’ ” 


A Topsfield man, although having received large dam- 
ages for the land taken by the road, was much opposed to 
it, and attributed ali calamities, even the weather, to the 
corporation. It is said that if he found any of his hens 
dead, either inside the coop or out, he would present the 
dead bird to the attorney with a claim for,damages against 
the railroad. He termed the locomotives “smoke-carts,” 
and as he reserved a right of way across the railroad from 
one of his pastures to the other, he made it a point to 
cross in front of the train so that it would be obliged to 
stop for him to pass. 

In 1846, the first agitation for a road from Danvers to 
the line of the Boston and Maine at South Reading, now 
Wakefield, was started. On November 7th of that year, 
a large meeting was held in Lynnfield for the purpose of 
arousing enthusiasm, and at other dates meetings were 
held in the different towns along the proposed line. This 
early movement was not fruitful. On March 15, 1852, 
William D. Northend, George J. Tenney, Asa Pingyee, 
Joseph S. Black and Gilbert Tapley, were incorporated as 
the “ Danvers Railroad Company,” with the power to con- 
struct a railroad from “some convenient point on the line 
of the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad in North Dan- 
vers, thence running through the towns of Reading, Lynn- 
field, and South Reading, or either of said towns, to unite 
with the Boston and Maine Railroad, or the South Read- 
ing Branch Railroad, at some convenient point in said 
South Reading,” with a right to cross the Essex and 
Salem and Lowell Railroads. The capital stock was to 
be $100,000. Undor the section on the Danvers and 
Georgetown, the relation of the Boston and Maine toward 
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the Danvers Railruad is also treated. The ground was 
first broken on August 8, 1853 and in the Salem Gazette of 
the following day we read that, “a large number of per- 
sons assembled at Locust Dale, West Danvers, yesterday 
afternoon for the purpose of joining in the ceremony of 
‘breaking ground’ for the commencement of the Danvers 
Railroad. A circle being formed, the President of the 
Company, W. D. Northend, Esq., invited Hon. C. W. Up- 
ham to open the services, by throwing the first shovel full. 
Lo this request, Mr. Upham acceeded, with a brief and 
humorous remark or two. ... Mr. Northend then took 
hold, and other gentlemen by his invitation, and the carts 
were soon filled with their first load, which was taken 
from Jand of Mr. Elijah Pope. Meanwhile the ladies of 
the neighborhood had accomplished the task which they 
had undertaken at a few hours’ notice, of preparing a col- 
lation, which they had set out in a pleasant locust grove 
on the farm of Mr. Elias Needham, and which, from its 
abundance, excellent quality, and neat arrangement, did 

_ great credit to their hospitality, good housewifery, and 
good taste. The invitation being announced by the presi- 
dent, the company repaired to the tables, where they 
found a bountiful supply, and were waited upon by their 
fair and hospitable entertainers.” 

The contract for grading and masonry was let to Murphy 
and Quealy. 

The Danvers and the Danvers and Georgetown railroads 
were given the power, on April 30, 1852, to form a corpo- 
rate union under the name of the Danvers and George- 
town Railroad, and also were given power to enter on 
the Newburyport Railroad at Georgetown, and in addition 
could lease their roads to the Eastern or to the Boston and 
Maine. ‘The charter of the Danvers Railroad was peti- 
tioned for by the directors of the Danvers and George- 
town for the purpose of extending their railroad to the 
line of the Boston and Maine at South Reading. On ac- 
count of negotiations between the Danvers and George- 
town and the Eastern Ruilroad companies, the subscrip- 
tion books of the Danvers Railroad were not opened the 
first year. In 1852 so small a part of the stock re- 
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quired by the charter was subscribed for that the directors 
redoubled their already strenuous efforts to secure addi- 
tional subscriptions, and after a time became satisfied that 
it would be impossible to obtain the required amount on 
the line of the railroad, and therefore, in January, 1853, 
they applied to the directors of the Boston and Maine for 
assistance, but without success. In February, following, a 
bill was put before the Legislature to allow a consolidation 
with the Danvers and Georgetown and the Newburyport 
Railroads, and requesting authority for the company to 
receive subscriptions to their capital stock from the Boston 
and Maine to an amount not exceeding $40,000. The 
Kastern Railroad made a strong effort in both branches of 
the Legislature to prevent the passage of this bill, but 
finally offered to withdraw opposition on condition that 
the company should have the same authority to receive 
subscriptions from the Eastern and the Essex Railroad 
Companies as from the Boston and Maine. The bill, as 
amended, was passed to be enacted May 2, 1853. Apph- 
cation was then made to the Boston and Maine to avail 
itself of the authority conferred by the act. his it de- 
clined to do, but at last offered to take a lease of the Dan- 
vers Railroad, provided an agreement could be made with 
the Danvers and Georgetown and Newburyport for the 
joint operation of their respective railroads. ‘This arrange- 
ment was made, and on May 30th a lease of the Danvers 
to the Boston and Maine was executed for one hundred 
years, | 

The Boston and Maine agreed to pay at the rate of 5 
per cent per annum on the cost of the railroad, payable 
semi-annually, the cost of the road being limited to $150,- 
000, and also agreed to render to the Danvers Railroad 
Company a report of all the receipts and expenditures one 
month after the make up of their annual accounts, and if 
it appeared that they had received more than the cost of 
maintenance, they were to return the excess to the Dan- 
Vers Railroad Company. The Danvers Railroad, on its 
part, was to execute $125,000 of notes or obligations, with 
interest coupons ; these and the coupons were to be en- 
dorsed by the Boston and Maine, and paid by them at 
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maturity. The cost of the Danvers was limited to $150,- 
000, although it was capitalized for only $100,000, but 
with the ending of the year 1854, shortly after the cars 
had commenced running for public travel, the nine miles 
and 1048 feet had cost $118,031.36, which did not include 
many damage suits against the road, nor were the stations 
completed. The next year the cost was brought up to 
$195,414.17, and in 1860 it was $236,277.36, and of the 
capital stock only $65,580 had been paid in; the rest was 
charged to a funded and a floating debt. While the Dan- 
vers and the Danvers and Georgetown were opened for 
inspection on August 31st and September 2d, 1854, they 
were not opened for public travel till October 23d, 1854. 

The Boston Transcript of October 24, 1854, says: “ It 
was a great day for the hard working citizens of several 
towns of Essex County on Monday, October 23d, when a 
new route between Boston and Newburyport was opened 
to the public. This road connects with the Boston and 
Maine at South Reading [Wakefield], and passes through 
Lynnfield, Tapleyville, North Danvers, Topsfield, Boxford, 
Georgetown, Newbury and Newburyport. We understand 
that a large number of persons from Georgetown, Boxford 
and Topsfield, who had never travelled with asteam horse, 
ventured the experiment of jumping on and trying him. 
Several hardy, healthy looking strangers were seen gazing 
at the new goods in the shop windows in this city after 
the trains arrived. The ‘old folks’ and the young folks 
got home without any damage to ‘life or limb,’ and were 
highly delighted with the new conveyance.” 

The schedule of trains on and after Oct. 23d was as 
follows: Trains leave Newburyport for Boston at 7.45 
and 11 A. M., 1.45 and 5 P. M., arriving at Boston at 9.19 
and 12.40 A. M. and 3.23 and 6.40 P. M. Trains leave 
Boston for Newburyport at 8.05 A. M. and 12 M.; 3 and 
5.30 P. M., arriving at Newburyport at 9.43 A. M., 1.38, 
4.33 and 7.04 P.M. This made the trip from Boston to 
’ Newburyport last about one hour and thirty-four minutes, 
and it was accomplished by wood-burning engines. In 
1858 a saving of 36 per cent., or $1500 a year, was accom- 
plished by the substitution of coal for wood. The fare 
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TorsFIELD RaILroap STATION 
Erected in 1854. From photograph taken about 1872 
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was nearly the same as it is to-day. Though many said 
the road could never pay, others were more hopeful, and 
said in its favor that the road passed through “the village 
of Byfield, that has much improved within the last half 
dozen years, and Georgetown, that is full of Yankee shoe- 
makers, . ... and Boxford, where lots of ship lumber is 
shipped from, and Topsfield, that is now reached by the 
steam horse for the first time,” and continuing, said that 
“the new road is in prime order, and is furnished with a 
lot of first-class cars and obliging conductors.” 

Engines were changed at North Danvers, but the cars 
ran through from Newburyport to Boston. 

After the Danvers and Georgetown became a part of 
the Newburyport Railroad Company, that company’s 
credit seems to have vanished, for the third President of 
the road, George Cogswell of Bradford, together with 
George J. Tenney and Samuel Little of the directors, were 
obliged to become personally responsible for all bills. 
Though the Newburyport Railroad Co. gave a note July 
14, 1855, for 24 months, to the Boston Locomotive Works, 
the release from that company was to Cogswell, Tenney 
and Little for all “right and title in two locomotives 
called the Newburyport and the Yankee with their ten- 
ders.” ‘Those engines cost $6000, and when it is under. 
stood that a good engine today costs from %12,000 to 
$15,000, the directors of the Newburyport Railroad cannot 
be considered extravagant. All the coal shipped to the 
railroad, was consigned to Teuney, Little and Cogswell, it 
costing ali the way from $3.00 to $5.50 per ton. These 
three also owned the freight cars, for George Cogswell re- 
ceived from the railroad $33.33, for the use of 1-3 of five 
freight cs s from Nov. 15 to Dee. 15, 1856, The shippers 
along the line of the road were given annual passes in con- 
sideration of their freight business. One man, for a loan 
of $400, received a pass for one year for himself and fam. 
ly. 

~The Newburyport Railroad, through its president, 
George Cogswell, under date of Dec. 17, 1855, reported 
as follows regarding the lease agreement of 1853: 
“some two years since the Boston and Maine Railroad con- 
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tracted through the Danvers Railroad Company, to give 
to the trains of the Newburyport Railroad some important 
privileges over their railroad for the business to and from 
Boston, which contract was for the term of one hundred 
years; and made at the solicitation of the Boston and 


Maine. Your Directors have already had ground for com- - 


plaint. . . . On the fourteenth day of July, 1855, the Bos- 
ton and Maine Railroad and the Eastern Railroad Com- 
pany made an indenture, each with the other, by the terms 
of which the through business between Boston and the 
different stations upon the line of the Newburport Rail- 
road is parceled out and divided between them.” 

This agreement, taken as a whole, meant that anything 
above the actual expense, could not come back to the New- 
buryport or the Danvers Railroads, and that all business 
from Haverhill to Boston was to be considered as_ Boston 
and Maine business, and all from Newburyport to Boston 
as the Eastern business. ‘The Boston and Maine, in their 
agreement, had promised the Newburyport Railroad, that 
their trains should be run express to Boston from South 
Reading. ‘This they did not do, and the Legislature, at 
last, passed an act compelling them, which act was not re- 
pealed for several years. The Danvers also made trouble 
for the Boston and Maine, as they had refused to pay for 
the increase of expense over the sum set for the outside 
cost of the road. ‘They also taxed them with the fact that 
they were not consulted regarding the agreement with the 
Eastern and that they were not paying any attention what- 
ever to the time advertised for the starting of the New- 
buryport trains from Boston. An appeal was made to 
the legislature to put the matter into the hands of the 
County Commissioners of Essex County. This was strong- 
ly fought by the Boston and Maine and was of considera- 
ble importance in the legislative session of that year. 
There is an abundance of material in relation to these con- 
troversies. During the controversy, however, the Boston 
and Maine acknowledged that their only reason for help- 
ing this “ middle road” was “(as a means of offence and 
defence, against the Eastern, if occasion should require 
its use.’ On May 80, 1857, an act was passed in favor of 
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the Danvers Railroad, but it was repealed March 10, 
1860, as a lease of both the Newburyport and the Danvers 
was made stronger for the Boston and Maine at this time. 
The Eastern Railroad, during the few months prior to 
the lease of 1860, had cut the prices on freight just one- 
half, making it impossible for the Newburyport to get any 
business from the city of Newburyport. The latter rail- 
road therefore was limited to Haverhill for its principal 
freight receipts from which city it was carrying about 
6,000 cases of shoes per month. On November 8, 1859, 
at a meeting held in Georgetown, the directors of the New- 
buryport Railroad Company were “unanimously” au- 
thorized “ to lease the road” and on February 21, 1860, the 
road was leased to the Boston and Maine for one hundred 
years. The directors of the Newburyport Railroad, not 
exceeding five in number, “were to be allowed at all 
times, to pass free over said railroad,” and the Boston and 
Maine agreed “to advance and pay the sum of $225,000,” 
which was payable on bonds due at future dates. Some 
of the bondholders had obtained these bonds as low as 
10 per cent., and by this lease the Boston and Maine stood 
back of all the bonds, which amounted to about 5400,000, 
and a third of which were held by the Boston and Maine. 
The stock at this time sold for about one dollar a share. 
The total cost of the Newburyport Railroad, 14 miles and 
3073 feet in length, and the Danvers and Georgetown, 
12 miles and 2095 feet in length, which composed the 
Newburyport Railroad Company, amounted to $097,386.33, 
as is shown in the report for 1860. 12 “0% &3 
From October 1, 1854, till November 80, 1855, the re- 
ceipts of the Newburyport Railroad were $39,030.97 from 
passengers, express business, etc., and $11,844.91 from 
freight, or a total amount of $50,875.91. The expense 
of operating had been: For wages, salaries, repairs on 
road and incidentals, $17,582.03 ; for fuel, $15,368.94; 
oil, $819.40 ; repairs of locomotives and cars, $3,164.67 ; 
and for taxes and insurance, $157.96 ; or a total ex- 
pense of $35,093, leaving net earnings of $15,782.91. 
The interest on the funded and floating debt amounted to 
$15,369.43, and the net balance therefore was $413.48. 
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The cost of the road at this time was as follows : 


Engineering, 


Land, land damages and fences, 
Graduation and masonry, 
Superstructure and iron, 
Station buildings, fixtures, 


Locomotives, 


Passenger and baggage cars, 


Mercha 


Interest and other expenses of 


con 


Newburyport machine shop, 


ndise cars, 


struction, 


Notes roceivable, 


Cash, 


Balance, sundry amounts, 


Stock, 


Mortgage bonds, 
Notes payable, 


Income, 


Balance of sundry accts., 


Dr. 
$ 13,154.82 
65,286.41 
197,456.30 
175,427.68 
19,723.62 
80,872.46 
10,850.00 
15,977.01 


58,505.76 
3,069.68 








$14,020.61 
17.98 
6,244.12 


—_— 


Cr. 
$218,950.02 
127,200.00 
220,677.16 
6,404.61 
29,674.56 


ee 


$592,623.69 


20,282.66 
Sa | 512 5906.35 


$612,906.35 


On Oct. 11, 1855, the whole amount of the liabilities of 
the directors of the Newburyport Railroad Company for 
notes and debts of said company, unsecured, was as fol- 
George J. Tenney, $66,111.95; Samuel Little, 
$21,856.63; Samuel Little, G. J. Tenney and. Thomas 


lows: 


Perley, $11,970; Thomas Perley, $3 


$2,786.63 ; total, $106,595.21. 
The salaries and wages of the road were as follows: 


2 Passenger conductors, 
i Freight conductor, 


8 Engineers, 
3 Firemen, 


1 Baggage master, 
1 Baggage master, 


Train Men. 


1 Brakoman, passenger train, 
1 Brakeman, freight train, 


870; and J. S. Black, 


Per month. 
$50.00 
85.00 
60.00 
80.00 
85.00 
26.00 
30.00 
30.00 


Ac ea AORN i Si AR A A at 2b i ABE ct a ae eae a is i aia tle ee ed at bi ale ie as lan wa BS VARIN cate ANUS eens ty DARE LAE 


Ss all A ie 4 cS 
cn SLB 
ae ee 


fie 


7 oe SA > a pet 


MER 


——, 


Be ATA RRR RACE. CRD, space oUtD TOE 


WD Rn RS ene ni rr ; ! 
' END AWA), HES oldavieoost aalotl 
Bie EE Mam 
Oe En ee HMOMR \yiie ,oouriah 
BRO ~ j 
Da rahe “ te 
at 
Wi) J) 8 Sa panos A 
OO. GOR aL ahd opiate Ml 
ot Vo ipa ald my, aodol 
LO, bh D bine ers 
ce ate eiogs yuo he egquelatl 
$2,000, 2109 : 2. 
if eL gi! OE dO PEICLIT LEERY afd OGed |, ret ut) 
“ v, “eA | {4 
wert Rare Hind? dace dee, edt: te. wodemtih. or 
fo. ea, eae yenoeaiy oe reeoo. bur Docateh: data, eodon 
Make. am avsretane OOF Looe yall ob ego? awol 
hin , “ 
oF | re wy vi Oo Emm es a ome Be 
oraot lt Bice rondo? .W oP hte demenad : 80.068 186 


ew eae G eat 


0. Gh 
OO. 
OO.08 
bO.08 
He 
Lad NS 
G0..08 


4 


iQ ‘ f fy" ’ 
me Ce 0) ena iw Be oC 





ae aew oon aie ta bao odd todeoo odT 


a 
Nee mit JUF % 
re Ot ceca ih 
Ofne eh TE 
PMG MCU LMR Wh 
wi, RK, eh 
oe seh 08 
‘OGG, 04 


BH wo rip 


eylonaad 


Che, ME ‘ 3 


mM et. daft 
Va hay 


yiow leer 


oh wine? 








macqanad Senay 20m 


ohio anmodT” : 
EGR BOI lator 
arlt 1© ROW! art 


| | gobroouigatl 
syshenniay hccgl lied 
CCU OR BIE hime aoidiay baw 
oot bene oundounte ganas 
een ithe, seottynttt 
ese heaatogul 
agengnd hime dagen e 
8 oathiaidloratt 
Yo goenoup ¥9 el hea seoretal 
atoriend op 
pode orth tieebit hoqensdiwowt 


uy e ayihoe a 


a) 


OTR ETE WolieD 
80.087 £8 
yor talad od LT 


aaodoubaos rosiennee’E & 
 rotou yoy, Aulgior't f 
| ial bd 








THE NEWBURYPORT AND DANVERS RAILROADS. 87 


Newburyport Station. 


1 Freight clerk and ticket seller, $50.00 
1 Station agent, 40.00 
1 Switchman and baggage-master, 35.00 
1 Watchman, 26.00 
2 Wood sawers, 26.00 
1 Signal man, Eastern Railroad crossing, 10.00 


Byfield Station. 


1 Station agent, $16.67 
Georgetown Station. 

1 Station agent, $39.00 

1 Switchman, 35.00 


Groveland Station. 


1 Station agent, $27.00 
Haverhill Bridge Station. 

1 Station agent, | $39.00 
Bradford Junction Station. 

1 Ticket seller—our proportion, $5.00 


1 Switchman and wood-sawer, 30.00 


Boxford Station. 


1 Station agent, $8.67 
Topsfield Station. 
1 Station agent, $26.67 
North Danvers Station. 
1 Station agent—our proportion, $8.67 
1 Flagman and wood-sawer, 26.00 


Repairs of Engines and Cars. 


1 Machinist, $45.50 
1 - 89.00 
1 Carpenter, 45.50 
1 Blacksmith, 34.66 
1 ? 29.25 


Repairs of Track. 


13 men, average per month. $28.50. 
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Officers. 
George Cogswell, President, $1,200.00 per year. 
A. Kimbail, Jr., Superintendent, 1,500.00 rip 
M. E. Hale, Treasurer and Clerk, 1,000.00 te 
A. W. Greenleaf, Ass’t in Treasurer’s 
ofiice (Ticket Dept.), 50.00 is 


For the fourteen months ending October 31, 1855, the 
total number of passengers carried on the road with regu- 
lar tickets was 97,760; on season tickets, 12,270; a total 
of 110,036. The number of miles travelled by regular 
ticket passengers was 1,018,524; estimated number of 
miles by season ticket and miscellaneous passengers, 
127,828; total miles, 1,146,352. The number of miles 
run by passenger trains was 63,584; by freight trains 
12,480 ; total 76,064. 

The Danvers and the Danvers and Georgetown Rail- 
roads both began to run trains before their stations were 
finished. The Danvers, according to the lease made with 
the Boston and Maine, was to have a station house at 
North Danvers, Tapleyville, the junction of the Danvers 
and the Salem and Lowell, Lynnfield Centre, and South 
Reading. The present Danvers Junction station was built 
in 1887 ; the Collins Street in 1895 ; and the Lowell Street 
in 1894. | 

When the Danvers and Georgetown was first operated, 
there was some opposition to stopping the trains at South 
Georgetown, as it was so near the Georgetown station. 
John A. Lovering of South Georgetown accordingly placed 
a building on his own land convenient to the track and 
this was used as a station for several years, though a flag 
station. Jor a short time this stop was discontinued, and 


another used about one-eighth of a mile lower down the 


track. The present South Georgetown station was built 
in 1893. 

The present Boxford station is the original building that 
was erected in 1853. It differs from other stations on the 
line in that it was built to accomodate the family of the 
agent. ‘The first agent was 8. Page Lake of Topsfield who 
was successively followed by John Hale, jr., Samuel Me- 
Kenzie, William J. Badger, Charles W. Gardner and Albert 
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G. Hurlburt. At the beginning of the Civil War several 


regiments were quartered on the old Boxford training 
ground near the railroad and a side track and small sta- 
tion were built for their accomodation. 

The Topsfield station was formerly on Main street. The 
new station on Park street was built in 1897. Topsfield 
used to be the watering place for the Danvers and George- 
town engines, the water supply being taken from Price’s 
hill, so called. Fred Merriam, the first station master, oc- 
cupied that position for many years. In his spare moments 
he used to make cigarsin the station, and sold them about 
the town. 

John W. Pillsbury and Batchelder were two of 
the early conductors, and Joe Hoyt was an early brakeman. 
William Smith, engineer, and James Carey, fireman, 
operated one of the early engines. 

On September 7, 1905, the Newburyport Railroad Com- 
pany, voted to pay three dollars a share for all outstanding 
stock, and on October 11, 1905 the Danvers Railroad 
Company took the same action. The president, treasurer 
and directors of these companies at that time were the 
officers of the Boston and Maine Railroad. Most of the 
stock was purchased, but few of the certificates were found 
to be in existence. On September 28, 1906, the Boston 
and Maine Railroad was authorized to issue $306,000, 20 
year, 4 per cent. bonds to acquire title to the Newburyport 
Railroad, and also to issue $152,000, 4 per cent. 20 year 
bonds to acquire title to the Danvers Railroad. These 
roads accordingly passed out of existence forever. 
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‘THE RESTORATION OF ENSIGN JOHN GOULD’S 
COMMISSION IN 1679. 


To the Honoured & Worp! the Council of the Colony 


of the Massachusetis, the humble Request of the welaf- 
fected Inhabitants of Topsfield. 

Sheweth: That Whereas sometime since you were 
pleased to take away the commission ffrom & to Disinfran- 
chize our cheif officar, Ensign John Gold there beeing then 
some vncomfortable misvnderstandings amongst some of us, 
all w* through Gods goodness being since removed & 
much peace & love (we hope) now fixed amongst us, as 
also of Ensign generally received by the Military Company 
& also Joyned to the church here & much more w*" we 
could say in the case as argumentative. 

We Doe most earnestly Begg that yo" Honots would be 
pleas? To restore him to his freedom againe & to his former 
Comission or an higher, in which doeing you will bighly 
engage vs to him & one an other & most of all to yor 
honoted selves & we shall ever pray that God would con- 
firme & blesse yo" authority over us, who are allready & 
shall Desire to approue o'selves yo's in all fidelity, Loyall 
Servants voder his majesty. 


Sargt John Pabody John Comins 
Sarg" Isack Comins John How 
Sarg’ Ephrim Dorman | Jacob Town 


Topsfield : March 1° 78-79. 

March 26, 1679. In Answer to the petition of the In- 
habitants of Topsfield the Council Judgeth it meete to 
grant their request Restoring Ensigne Gold to his former 
freedome as also to his Ensignes place. By y® Council. 

Edw? Rawson, Secrety 
Mass. Archives, Vol. 69, leaf 221. 
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EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN OF 


TOPSFIELD, MASS. 
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_ (Continued from Vol. AT, page 172.) 





———__ 


John Averell and John Curtis are chosen Constables for y® 
year Insuing, Voted 


Lieut Tobijah Perkins, Deac Samuel Howlett, Thomas 
Howlett, Joseph Town and Samuel Stanley are chosen Select 
Men for y® year Insuing, Voted 


Phillip Knight: Joseph Borman and Ephraim Willds are 
Chosen Surveyors of high-wayes for the year Insuing Voted 


Clerke Elisha Perkins and Thomas Town are Chosen fence 
Viewers for the year Insuing Voted 


Sar. John Hovey: John Courtis and Thomas Dorman are 
Chosen Tithingmen for the year Insuing, Voted 


Corp" Jacob Town js Chosen to serve on the Grand Jury 
and Timothy Perkins the 2d is Chosen to serve on the Jury 
of Trials at next Ipswhich Court, Voted 


The Town Officers above named being Summoned to ap- 
Pear: appeared before the Select-Men Instantly after the 
Mectine was dissolved; at Capt Hows House on y® Same 
Jay they were chosen: and were all Sworne to the faithful] 
discharge of their respective Officies by the Select Men 


Atteste Samuel Stanley Town Clerke for Topsfield 


(41) 


ee ae Ferro 


is. 


> 


Sp ree sieges 


bata 


‘entttodT ttotwolt iene ae eos ‘HojideT tyail 
jnwlo® warata sam yolahe, tanense bos wal dqpeal . Hobwolt 


ott vote, yams neNi-99 ne * oat foresqae 7 es 





WO. WM 


























ages ro xh 8 ‘— a Aner) 


fdatenoD noord » oe «in hist bers nhs ae 
 goinenT apeq 





ie 162.8 


bata sgoinentl TRON Hy, 101 nol ; 


oyu ablliW opis tq bas por eat: pidgin gilt 


b a0V gamed! HIN otf? rot eoyow-figit Io stove. nezot> 


es 


ongiaoeod 918 awed carrot brs euisa", adeitat gto) 
a Bia watt wot odd a0h. is fh | 


=, 






ky! note 
oq namniotl ‘esenodT bail diimoD fol”: :yoveld aol 62 
betoV sgeitwend ae ott 10h agengaidiT nono : 





Hal ber) sdd (ro 9vI9R, ‘a used? ai: wxoT do 
yuk ont mo avnde od novodO pt be oat) aati ot sgtiomil bare 
ae) - dewoDealoinwagh 4 bls 


os. ot banortane gniod bomen svods 











gree: "iL MO. gato emolt’ 
Hutedtink oft od cerrowe Hs & 
ht joulod orkt qd zai 


A2 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 

| Boston March 16" 1710 
Rec of Mt Zacheus Gould Const* of Topsfield by M* To- 
bijah Perkins fforty seven pounds fourteen shillings & five 


pence in part rec* for M' James Taylor Treas" P* John Wheel- 


wright. 
Copia vera Attests Samuel Stanley Town Clerk for Tops- 
field 


At a Lawfull Meeting of y® Selectmen on y® second Day of 
April 1711 Said Selectmen agreed and Lay? out a highway 
from the Land of Daniel Waters and Goodman Robinsons 
to the Town Bridge over the River beginning at two Red 
oake Trees Standing by s* Waterses and Robinsons Land 
along by y* Northwest End by William Townses Barn: and 
so on as y° old Cartway now goes by William Townses 
House; and so along in the Lane to Joseph Towns Sent 
House; and from thence as the olde Cart way goes to the 


Causey that goes to the fore s4 Town Bridge 
Tobijah Perkins 


Samuel Howlett 
Thomas Howlett 


the oth May 1711! 
Ata Lawfull Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 


Topsfield Lieut Tobijah Perkins is chosen Representative for 
y° year Insuing Voted 


Capt John How Mr Isaac Peabody and Deac. Thomas Dor- 
man are Chosen to serve on y® Grand Jury: and Lieut Dan- 
iel Redington Sarjt John Curtis and John Hovey Jun® are 
Chosen to serve on y® Jury of trials at the Superiour Court 
next holden at Ipswhich Voted 


the Town Granted liberty to several young men to raise the 
hinde Seat of the West Gallery in y® Meeting House Voted 


At a Lawiull Meeting of the Selectmen May go". 171i Sam- 
uel Stanley was chosen Schoolmaster for y* year Insuing for y* 
Town of Topsfield Voted 


At a Lawfull meeting of y* freeholders and other Inhabi- 
tants Quallified for voting as the Law directs Michael Dwaniel 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 43 


eh bec eh 


Jun’ is Chosen to serve on the Jury of trials at Newbury Court | 


to be holden on y® jast TuesDay Insta: 
Topsfield Sept 17 1711 Voted 


Boston Sep' 4 1711 
Rec* of Mt Thomas Robinson Consta of Topsfield Twenty 
Six Pounds two shillings & five pence in full received for m*™ 
James Taylor Treas* 
P' Theo: Lilli 


Boston Jan™ 5 y7r1, 

Rec* of m™ Zacheus Gould Consta: of Topsfield Twenty- 
five pounds Two shillings and Seven pence in full recev® for 
my ffather m* James Taylor Treasurer 
, P¥ William Taylor 


a true Copy attest Sam" Stanley T. Clerke for Tops 


Att a Lawfull & General meeting of y° Town of Topsfield. - 


on March the fourth 1711 $3 Leiv' Tobijah Perkins is Chosen 
Moderator for st Day Voted 


Samuel Stanley is Chosen Town Clerke for y* year Insuing 
Voted 


Nathaniel Borman and Nathaniel Porter are Chosen Con- 
Stables for the year Insuing Voted 


Sarj' Thomas Howlett; Corp” Joseph Town; Clerke Eli- 


sha Perkins; Amos Dorman and John ffrench are Chosen 
Selectmen for the Year Insuing Voted 


William Porter, Jacob Estey; and Ebenezer Averell are 


Chosen Surveyors of high wayes for the Year Insuing Voted 


Benjamin Bixby John Cummings and Zacheus Gould are 
Chosen Tithing-Men for the Year Insuing Voted 


Sarjt John Gould and Sarj' Daniel Clarke Chosen ffence 


Viewers for the Year Insuine Voted 
2> 
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44 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


Ens: Timothy Perkins is Chosen Grand jury man for the 

vear Insuing Voted 
\ 

Nathaniel Averell is Chosen to serve on y® Jury of trials 

at Ipswhich Court next Voted 


Samuel Stanley is Chosen School Master for y® year Insu-. 


ing Voted 


The Town officers above Named were Sworn to the faith- 
full discharge of their respective Offices before the Selectmen 
Instantly after the Town Mecting on y® above s* 4 Day of 
March 1711 & 


as attest Sam” Stanley Town Clerke for Topsfield, 


Ata Lawfull Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on y® Eleaventh Day of March 1711 or 12 the 
Town agreed the Selectmen Should appoint Men to Peram- 
bulate with Boxford men on a line between Topsfield & Box- 
ford Voted 


Atta Lawfull Meeting of y* Inhabitants of y® Town of 
Topsfield the 24™ Day of Ap" 1712 Daniel Clarke & Ephraim 
Willds was Chosen to Serve on the Grand Jury. at the Super- 
iour Court to be holden at Ipswich on may 201712. and 
Ebenezer Averell; Thomas Dorman and Zacheus Gould are 
Chosen to serve on the Jury of trials at Said Court Voted 


At a Mecting of y* Selectmen Aprill 34 1712 

for Topsfield Line M‘ Benjamin Putnum M* Samuel Nurse 
Sen’ M" James Phillips Them or y* Maj" part of them are 
appointed to meet with Such persons as Topsfield men Shall 
appoint; at the house of Deac Edward Putnum at Nine of 
y‘ Clock in y* fore Noon to Parambulate and renew the 


Bounds betwee the S‘ Towns on april the 17" being Thurs- 
day 


Salem Ap" 3° 1712; Attest Walter Price Town Cler 


Copia vera attest Sam” Stanley Town Cler 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 45 


Wee whose Names are under Writen being Chosen by S®° 
Towns of Salem and Topsfield to perambulate upon the 
Bounds between y® s* Towns have accordingly owned & Re- 
newed them—viz a Red Oak Tree with a heap of Stones as 
is Commonly Called Crumwells Rock near Ipswich River; 
from thence toa heap of Stons betwee three White Oak 
Trees by a great Assh Swamp then—to heap of Stons near 
Nickolsis Brook; then to a heap of Stons about a Dry Tree; 
near the head of Smiths Meadow; then to a Crooked Tree 
with Stons at it near Wenham—highway Dat? 17" Ap" 1712 

for Topsfield Elisha Perkins Joseph Town John Curtis 

for Salem Benjamin Putnam James Phillips 


A true Copy attest Sam” Stanley Town Cler 


Ata Lawfull Meeting of y® Select Men; M* Thomas Kim- 
ball; Benjamin ffiske and John Kimball; are appointed & 
Impowered & desiered to meet with y® Select Men of Tops- 
field; or such as they have appointed; at the Bound Tree 
near the Causway on Topsfield Shore; on the 14™ of May 
Instant at about Nine of the Clock in v° fore Noon on S? 
Day; and with them to perambulate on y® Bounds between 
Wenham and Topsfield. 


by order of the Select Men 
William Rogerers Town Clerk 


Copia vera Attest Sam” Stanley Town Cler 


We whose Names are under Writen being appointed by 
the Select Men of Wenham to renew Bounds with Topsfield ; 
we have met and owned and renewed them this 14 Day of 
May 1712. Thomas Kimball 

John Kimball 


at a Lawfull meeting of y® Town of Topsfield on the 17% 
Day of Sept' 1712 Ivory Hovey is Chosen to serve on y® 
Jury of trials at Newbury Court next on y* last tuesday of 
this Inst Sept’ 1712 voted 


Copia attest Sam” Stanley Town Cler 
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46 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


Atta Lawfull meeting of y* Inhabitants of y* Town of 
Topsfield on the tenth Day of June 1712 The Town agreed 


to petition to y* General Court for a rehearing of the Case 
between Topsficld and Boxford Voted 


the Town agreed with and Impowered the Select Men to 
prefer a petition to y¢ Hon General Court; in behalfe of y® 
Town; fora rehearsing of the Case between Topsfield and 
Boxford Concerning the Line between the S* Towns Voted 


Aug 26" 1712 


the Selectmen took the oath of Assessors before me 


Samuel Stanley Town -Clerke 
At a Lawfull Meeting of y® Inh 


field on the 234 Day of Decem 
ie] Clarke and John Hovey 


abitants of y* Town of Tops- 
ber 1712, Elisha Perkins, Dan- 
Jun’ are chosen Agents or Attur- 
neys to Joyne with our Representitive in behalfe of y® Town: 
to Manage our Towns petition now in the General Court for 
a rehearing of y* case between Boxford and Topsfield: and 
they are fully Impowered to Chuse an Atturney or Att’ne 


ys 
for y* manageing of the case afore*® and Town wlll bear them 
out in all their Lawfgl] proceeding therein voted 


At a Lawfull & General mee 
on the third Day of March 17? 
chosen Moderator for the Day 


ting of the Town of Topsfield 
: Deac™ Samuel Howlett was 


voted 


Samuel Stanley is chosen 


, Town Clerke for the Year Insu- 
ing 


voted 
Deac® Samuc! Howlet, Cor 


rell, Joseph Town Tersus 
Select men for y° 


p" Jacob Town Ebenezer Ave- 


and Samuel Stanley are Chosen 
vear Jnsuing voted 


Thomas Town and Jacob Eastey are chosen Constables for 
e . 
y" year Insuing 


voted 
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Sarjt Daniel Clarke, John ffrench and Amos Dorman are 
chosen Surveyers of high Wayes for the year Insuing voted 


Benjamin Bixby and Zacheus Gould are chosen ffence 
Viewers for y® year Insuing voted 


Phillip Knight, John Averell and John Hovey Jun" are 
chosen Tithing for the year Insuing voted 


Joseph Borman is Chosen to serve on y° Grand Jury for y* 
vear Insuing voted 


Jacob Robinson is chosen to serve on y* Jury of Trials at 
Ipswhich Court next voted 


Samuel Stanley is chosen Schoolmaster for the year Insu- 
ing voted 


Where as Thomas Town and Jacob Eastey were at the 
General Town Meeting on y*® 3% of March 17}3 Chosen Con- 
stables for the Town of Topsfield; and Sarj’t Daniel Clarke ; 
John ffrench and Amos Dorman were chosen Surveyers of 
high wayes; and Benjamin Bixby and Zacheus Gould were 
Chosen ffence viewers and Phillip Knight, Sarj' John Averell 
and John Hovey Jnn’ were chosen TithingMen ; They were 
all Sworn to the faithfull discharge of their Respecting Off- 
cers (Excepting Phillip Knight) on y* 3° Day and sixth Day 
of the moneth above’! by the Selectmen: and Entred by 
their order 


attests Samuel Stanley Town Clerke for Topsfield 


Rec? of M' John Averell Constable of Topsfield: Boston 
Jana’ 23 1712 Six Pounds Eleaven Shillings and three pence 
in full by me Eph; Will; rec* for my father James Taylor 
Treas’ 


p' William Taylor 
Copia vera attests Samuel Stanley T Cler, Tops" 
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At a Lawfull meeting of the Town of Topsfield the Tenth 
Day of March 1712 the Town agreed that if any person or 
persons Shall presume to Cut down any Wood or Timber 
upon our Town Common and cary out of Town, or make 
any Coal of Wood taken upon our Town Common and Carry 
out of Town, or Carry Logs to Saw-Mills to make Plank 
and carry out of Town or Slit. work, or fal] Trees for Bark 
and Carry out of Town shall forfit for Every Tree of one 
foot over & upward, the Sum of Twenty Shillings; and for 

‘Every Tree or Pole under a foot over the Sum of tenn Shill- 
ings; and for Every Load of Coal the Sum of Twenty Shill- 
ings; and for Every Corde of Bark Twenty Shillings; and 
for all corde Wood or long wood take upon our s* Town 
Common and Carryed out of Town; Shall pay after the Rate 
of Twenty Shillings P* board or Load voted 


Corp" Jacob Town, Sarj Daniel Clarke and John Hovey 
Jun’ are Chosen and Impowered to prosecute any that shall 
transgress in any of the perticulers above mentioned: and 
the Town will bear them out in all their Lawfull proceedings 


therein voted 


Ata Lawfull Meeting of y* Inhabitants of y* Town of 
Tepsfield on the Sixth Day of May 1713 Corp" Jacob Town 
is chosen Representitive for the year Insuing voted 

Liev' Tobijah Perkins and Lievt Daniel Redington are 
chosen to serve on y® Jury that is on y® Grand Jury at ae 
Superiour Court next to be holden at Ipswhich voted 


John Curtis Jun" 
lastey are chosen to 
afore! 


Corp! Joseph Town and Sart Isaac 
serve on the Jury of trials at the court 


voted 


The Town grauted to M* 


Isaac Peabody the Brook from y® 
Damm upwards as f 


ar as the Brook is common voted 
Cap' Thomas saker, Deac Thomas Dorman; Sarjt Daniel 
Clarke, Thomas Dorman 


and Jesse Dorman Entered their 
Contrary Decents against the above said vote 
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Att a Lawfull Meeting of y* Select Men on y® 224 Day of 
Aug* 1712 the Select Men took the Oath of Assessors before 


~me Samuel Stanley Town Clerke 


Att a Lawfull Town Meeting on y* Ninth Lay of Septem’, 
1713 Amos Dorman was Chosen to Serve on y* Jury of 
trials at Newbury Court next Insuing y* Date of this meet- 
ing 

Boston June 24" 1712 
Rec* of M? Nathaniel Borman Const" of Topsfield Twenty 


one Pound in part rec‘ for my father James Taylor, Treas- 
urer PY William Taylor 


Boston Decem™ 8" 1711 Rec* of M? Nath" Borman Con- 
sta!' of Topsfield Forty Pounds Eight Shillings & Six pence 
in part recd. for my father James Tayle’ Treaser 


Boston Sept 28" 1713 Rec? of M' Nath" Borman Consta of 
Topsfield ten pounds and fourteen shillings & Eight pence 
in p‘ rec* for M* James Taylor Treas P* William Taylor. 


Boston Octo 8™ 1713 Rec’ of M* Nath" Borman Consta of 


Topsfield Three Pounds & three Shillings in pt rec? P" his 
Brother, for my father James Taylor, Treas P* William Taylor, 


Boston Octo® 30" 1713 Rec’ of Mt Nath" Borman Consta. 
of Topsfield Twenty Pounds Nine Shillings & Six pence in 
p* for my father James Taylor, Treasur, P® William Taylor 


Boston Decem™ 29™ 1713 Rec’ of M‘ Nathaniel Borman 
Consta of Topsficld Two Pounds & Seventeen Shillings & 
four pence in full by M" Capen for my father, James Taylor, 
Treasur, P™ William Taylor 

True Copyes as attest Samuel Stanley Town cler 
Ipswich ffeb 22: 1713 

Rec* of M' John Averell Constable the Sum of four Pounds 

Twelve Shillings and four pence for y° County Rate for y® 


year 1711 for y° Town of Topsfield Rec4 P¥ me John Aple- 
ton Treas 


a true Copy as Attests Sam"] Stanley Town Cler 
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50 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


At Topsfield annual Meeting for the year 1713 Samuel 
Stanley is Chosen Town Clerke for the year Insuing voted 


Corp” Joseph Gould and Thomas Cave are chosen Con- 


stables for y* year Insuing voted 


Clerke Elisha Perkins; John Town; Jacob Peabody and 
Joseph Knight are Chosen Surveyers of High Wayes for the 


year Insuing Voted 
_ Sarj' Isaac Estey and Amos Dorman are Chosen ffence 
viewers for the year Insuing voted 


Sarj' John Hovey; Job Averell and sarj' Daniel Clarke 
are chosen Tithing men for the year Insuing voted 


Jobn firench is Chosen Grand Jury for the year: and M’ 
Simond Bradstreet is Chosen to Serve on the Jury of Trials 
at Ipswich Court next voted 


Samuel Stanley is chosen School Master for the year In- 
suing voted 


the Town have agreed to give Samuel Stanley forty Shill- 
ings to keep School voted 


Nathaniel Wood; Michael Dwaniel and Nathaniel Borman 
are chosen Hog constables for the Year Insuiug voted 


The Town agreed to allow M? Capen Six Pounds; to clear 
the Town of the arears of the ministers Rates Due to M' Ca- 
pen from Boxford voted 


the Town granted Liberty Sum young men to rais afourth 
Seat in the front Gallery next to the wall; provided that if 
any out Townsmen shall Joyn with them; they shall pay to 
the ministers Rate as our Towns young men do voted 


at a Jawfull Meeting of the Select men on the Second Day 
of March: and on the Eight™ Day of March 17134 the Town 
Officers for the Insuing year Were all Sworn to the faithfull 
discharge of their Respective Offices before the Select-imen ; 
accept Job Averell & Nathaniel Borman 


Attests Samuel Stanley Town Cler 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. SI 


At a Lawfull meeting of y® Inhabitants of y* Town cf Tops- 
field on y® 14" Day May 1714 Liev' Tobijah Perkins is 
Chosen Representitive for y® year Insuing voted 


Cap't John How; Mr’ Isaac Peabody and Deac Samuel 
Howlett are Chosen to serve on y* Grand Jury at y® Superi- 
our Court to be holden next at Ipswich voted 


Liev' Daniel Redington; En* Timothy Perkins and Corp” 
Ebenezer Averell are chosen to Serve on the Jury of Trials 
at y® Court aforesaid voted 


Corp” Jacob Town is chosen fence viewers for y® year In- 
suing voted 


Benjamin Bixby is chosen a Surveyer of Highwayes for y° 
year Iusuing voted 


m' Isaac Peabody; Sarj' John Gould and William Town 
are Chosen & Impowered as Agents or Atturneys for y° 
Town to Examin and Settle Bounds between the Town Com- 
mon and mens Proprieties and where it may be made to ap- 
pear that any man hath Incroched on upon our Town Com- 
mon by ffencing in or any other way laying clame to any of 
our Town common to be his own peculer; our aforesaid 
Agents or Atturneys; are hereby fully Impowered by the 
Town to use all Legal methods in y® Law for recovering back 
all such Lands again; If those that have so Incroached Do 
refuse to agree with our Town Agents or Atturneys afore- 
said and the Town will Bear them out in all their Lawfull 
Proceedings therein voted 


Know all Men whom it may concern; that we Isaac Pea- 
body; John Gould and William Town being appointed by 
the Town of Topsfield to agree with; and settle Bounds be- 
tween the Town Common and Mens Proprieties; we there- 
fore having Examined the Grants and Deeds belonging to 
John Hovey Jun" we do finde that the Easterly Corner of 
that which was Lunkinsis Landis Bounded at a Black Oak 
Tree standing North Eastwardly from said Hoveys Dwelling 
House beyond a little Pond Hole by the Meadow Side: and 
we have settled the Bounds of John Hovey Juniore his Land ; 
by the Common; where the Common Joyneth to said Hov- 


ant 


Se en 







ve < | BAM qaaisesor "0." | iN. 


not igawol *y to etenticmed lov "ele yitifoon beh 


4.43 { : 

a ae SP" 
ONE ees ann acy te ‘ 
Femmes daidol "vot nial uae vol these aC Bia « 





































1b poche sf saat oe woth atlol, tgs ; 
hha cpa eal Sa band) rie svine of moeod ox8 ap 
hotou figiwa@t Me txom tioblod od of Tio: s, wo 


Sool bas etihet yatomy wal pnotgaibe A lain 8 tL voit my 
aint do vau{ ah ap ov102 03 ugeodo 916 HoiavAA 19 roxonod eh 


batoy | hs? 3 binesrols Ho * ed 





1 Igoe "Yt Y a1 why yorol gewarns ai ery jot bona qo 
9 a * VW : " gine } 


lov i” mage 189 


= hag i Spann be aside at re " o wr an ‘ } ail i i ¥ 
yy L fonsnirw Thane Dire ‘) rine | (iB. ; vhodso t ye en i Yon 
¥ 
i 


{ 10 nA 19 eteog ee berswoqml @ aseod) os . 
SM y, 
ae ein G atin . Be auiee we tie _ 
ioweol mouged ebnotl shtec bag ninrsxt of a wot 
. a ae (pee n io ia ny i 
DAO OC. WE Th Owe Bie vp t anom bas non he i 


el } . de Yai os aid in ’ « 
wv TWOL YRO fOdu AO BARIOTSIL dis Ley YO8 jad? 1 TAD 


te (t ; PETS ERD Bt eel YEW yoo (fs TO iii i haeinaaas vd On. 
i“ ve o ;rilwosd two did 8 eF nome mvoT iho 
sop qind yllut ydorod ote ; eyoniintti ro-etnogA 
gd ab iwel"y at ebodiom lagad fe oem le awoT 


‘1 oe oved dud? oeodi i] ; niggas ebowl dove Ue 
ols eyonintiA. to emo awoT suo’ ait. o9796 of seniet 


Mvtesd wad) Ne ni tne died? wee iw awol od? bus bine 
batov dioistlt egaibessorT 


“Ro oesel ow Jad? viride oD “Ln ti modW hoM sword | 
vd betniegys griod awoT inmiiW bak bitow adol « vbod Ry 
rf ebnwed oitoe bas : bite 997996 of biviteqoT lo nwoT 31t 
-siod) ow laodsivqoTt enol bin nome) awoT oft nsw) 
4 onigaelad bei bis enon ol? Donia. tL gnived ooh 
Le. hae } gh i orld tad? obed ob. ow roel gueott sitto [, 
ln Hoaltl ¢ ela in a baat. ie And eave doisdve deel 
yititlow tl revo ce Aygok, nibasie 


bis :obi2 wotnma lt « cay xd 9 old ‘biol old 
} rgd “vel aren] “avo ebrivotl 


~wey bl bakes os he oo oun’ 


52 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


eys Land; witha straight line between the forementioned 
Tree and Heap of Stones: which Leiftenant Ephraim Dor- 
man claimeth to be his Bounds upon the south side of Win. 
throps Hills; the Eastwardly Corner of said Hoveys Land 


being Bounded in the foresaid straight Line southwestward. 


ly about six Rods from the Path which Ipswich farmers go 
in as the go to Topsfield Meeting House: where said Hovey 
Bounds turneth south-westwardly to a Heap of Stons which 
is between the said Hoveys Land and Dormans Land; as 
their line cometh up from Pye Brook; for which the said 
Hovey is Bound in a Bond oj five Pounds; Currant Money 
of New England which he is to Pay to us the Subscribers ; 
for this settlement as witness our Hands to all above writen 


—this Twenty Eighth Day of May one Thousand Seven 
Hundred and fourteen. Isaac Peabody 


John Gould 
This is a true Copy William Towne 


as attests Agents or Atturneys 


Samuel Stanley Town Cler. for the Town of Topsfield 


The return of the Towns Agents: their return of the agree- 
ment next aboue writen was made on the fourteenth Day of 
December 1714 in a Lawful Town Meeting and was accord- 
ingly accepted by the Town 

Samuel Stanley Town Cler. 


Whereas the Town in the year 1667 past a vote and left 
it to the descrtion of the Select men to lay out a high way 
from y* Common Land on the South Side of Mile Brook; 


3 €s are underwritten 
have layd out a highway from y® Common Land afore® over 


the falls Bridg so called; up the Hill to the lift and fence; 
of three Rods wide and to holde that Bradth till it comes 
three or four Rods within Deac. Dormans and M? Isaac Pea- 
bodys fence; and then to be but two Rods wide and the Line 
between Deac Thomas Dormans and M™ Isaac Peabodys 
Land is to be in the midle of the said highway one bearing 
the one half of the way & the other the other half of s* way 
and so wee have layd it out till it comes to a crooked Black 
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or Red oak Tree, standing on Deac: Dormans Side of the 
way & marked; and Spreading a little before it comes to 
said crooked Tree, spreading on peabodys side of the way to 


a Tree marked Standing by y° side of a round Hole or valley . 


and so to another Tree marked but Standing a little forward- 
er on; on the left side of the way; the way turning to the 
right Hand by the Side of the round Hole or vailey afor* 
and so we have layd out the rest of said highway through 
the land of M' Isaac Peabody as the olde highway goes till 
wee come to the Gate standing in the Line between M' Isaac 
Peabody and Lt Tobijah Perkinses Land and to be but two 
Rods wide except at the two places afore mentioned: which 
is to give advantag to turn as the Way turns 
Samuel Stanley 
Dat* 22 June 1714 Ephraim Willds 
John Hove Junt 
Zacheus Gould 
Selectmen of Topsfield 


24 of Agust 1714 the Select men were Sworn to the faith- 
full discharg of their Office as Assessors for the Town of 
Topsfield P* Samuel Stanley Town Cler. 


Atta Lawfull Meeting of y® Inhabitants of y° Town of 
Topsfield on y* fourteenth Day of December 1714 the Town 
agreed to give Sarjt Daniel Clarke Forty Shillings for make- 
ing the Pound voted 


The Town agreed & made choice of Ebenezer Averell to 
manage an aprizement in behalf of the Town with Sarj 
Daniel Clarke (of the Pound) if he will not rest Contented 
with y* Forty Shillings which the Town voted to give him 
for the said Pound voted 


Rec* of Jacob Eastey Consta” of Topsfield Forty Seven 
Shillings two pence for his part of y° County Rate for said 
Town; Ipswich april 5 Ate 


Boston Decem’ 29" 1713 Rec! of M* Jacob Fastey Consta: 
of Topsficld fifty Eight Pounds Sixteen Shillings in part rec* 
for my father James Taylor Treas P* William Taylor 
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Boston May 14" 1714 
Rec* of M‘ Jacob Eastey Constable of Topsfield Twenty 
Seven pounds Six Shillings in part rec’ for my father James 
Taylor Treas by Mr Elisha Perkins Pt William Taylor 


Boston Sep* 34 1714 
Rec* of M‘ Jacob Eastey Consta™ of Topsfield Thirty six 
shillings and Seven pence rec? for my Mast Jere: Allen 
Treas P’ James Gooch Jun’ 


Boston Octo 13% 1714 
Rec* of M* Jacob Eastey Constable of Topsfield Two 
Pounds four Shillings and five pence in full for my Master 
Jere Allen Treas P* James Gooch Jun" 


Boston January 20" 1714 
Rec* of M* Joseph Gould Consta: of Topsfield Forty five 
Pounds thirteen Shillings and Six pence in part: rec? for 
my mast’ Jeremiah Allene Treas by Hands of M' Tobijah 
Perkins P* John Gooch 


Boston Sepm!’ 7" 1714 
Rec* of M' John Curtis Const* of Topsfield four Pounds 
thirteen Shillings in full for My Master Jeremiah Allene Treas 
by M* Amos Dorman P* James Gooch Jun? 


At a Lawiull and General Meeting of the Inhabitants of y° 
Town of Topsfield of y* first Day of March 171! Lievt Tobi- 
jah Perkins is Chosen Moderator for the Day voted 


Samuel Stanley is Chosen Town Clerke for the year Isuing 
voted 


Jacob Peabody and John Burton are Chosen constables 
for the year Insuing voted 


Corp" Joseph Town; Ebenezer Averell; Amos Dorman; 
Joseph Borman and Deac" Samuel Howlett are Chosen Se- 
lectmen for y® year Insuing vot* 


Clearke Elisha Perkins is Chosen to Serve on y° Jury grand 
at Ipswich Court next vot* 


and Sargt Daniel Clarke is Chosen to Serue on the Jury of 
trials at said Court vot? 





a 
3 
3 
3 
4 
» 
‘ 
3 
8 
a 
4 


Be SAREE We an ch IIR oie LS Lele a Ma RT ete tM EA A en, Be a ON MOR TED Re es se a a Bs MA ee iy il oh ly’ 


anita ade te 


Jatt an ni 


eA 















VWOT ST OQ RORODE. Waa i anh 





arek “or weir ar ae (iat Pine Mia 
vinanT hleiteqoT Yo sbaseage ‘ ‘a: Pies im pe hy 

goinel. ronal yo. 10} "sen deg tit: agaillide x2 abeuog: a 8 a: 

yilve h corpe HW DL oy a" is wdailth ™ bn asart Lisson 









PIs ‘ie "apie nedeott 
vie vrinl bisieqoT te wre yovenet Pore to Te 
aati pos] Sea qin, tot tony sonaq moved ban eyoaiflide 
: ‘ont dooot) eomal “T aseil” 















ee hae ue gta noieath: | | 
wt bioiegok to atdatenod: yale ‘dowel “MM: ta Sno 
i you Nia ini saney avi bas egniltide rol ebarel 
‘ena, Haoo®) nore T ansall asd onan 


wa Sos wiewns| codeett 
A viwt blefeqoT to : meee) Binow dageo("M to Do Hh 
ot Sosy cieq ab oonsq xie hae egnillide waodiidd ebnuo'l 
fevidoT HM to chav vd essaT anil teinre1o), Yeso yon 
| dooow alot “ anise 


eee ee ae TE AR, 

4 {> “4 S —e <3 = ri 
i & > 

i = al = 


Bint “* mqsd comet 
abittrrol imel | inant to You") aida ‘dla "M Yo “sack 
arond savotiay cs ve riot retell yet Eat ni egalllid eeootiidt 
Agel dooms) aneun| Me nent! aor A "Ml vd 


“eto etastidadal ad) to poy iiieveaed bre Hotwa ts TA 
Me! Mt ail tity stom Yo el dept *y' to bloitaqoT jo awod 
batho vsCl sd? 10} 1etarsboM neeolD ai enisteT def 


ymiuiel seoy odd yob-aolrylD evar wed DH yolnste lope. 
b show 
eotdistehon tao) ots nowt aol bas xbodsat dose] 
hater : gninent 189% = toh 
‘ogo eomA <liomyA waentd ;awoT: figezol “q 
CR NOMA oNp tH sia lourane: "oso bas eta 


Be digs J 


highs 


#0 rut ont, eo striae on il o 
‘how 


OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 55 


And Jacob Robinson; Jesse Dorman; Ebenezer Nicholls 
and John Curtis Jun" are Chosen Surveyors of High Wayes 
for the Year Insuing voted 


and Sarj‘ John Curtis and Corp” Jacob Town are Chosen 
ffence Viewers for y*® year vot® 


Liev' Ephraim Dorman; Corp" Ephraim Willds and 
Thomas Robinson are chosen Tithing men for the year Isu- 
ing voted 


and Joshua Town and Joseph Robinson are chosen field 
Drivers for y* year Insuing vot® 


and Samuel Stanley is Chosen School Master for y® year 
Insuing voted 


the Town agreed to give Samuel Stanley Twenty Shillings 
for keeping Schooll for the Town this year Insuing voted 


the Town agreed that the present Select Men shall Cast 
up Zacheus Gould’s Rate and make report to the Town ata 
Town Meeting -vot* 


the Town agreed that So long as Zacheus Perkins doth 
maintain a Sufficent Cart Bridge over the Brook by his 
House; So long said Perkins Shall] be freed from other High- 
way Work in the Town voted 


The Town Oficers all Sworn to the ffaithful discharge of 
their Respective Offices by the Select Men—March y® first 
one Thousand Seven Hundred fourteen 


attests Samuel Stanley Town Cler. 


At a Lawfull Town Meeting on y* Ninth Day of May'1715 
Thomas Robinson and John Cummings was chose to;Serve 
on y® Grand Jury at the Superiour Court to be Holden at 
Ipswich on Tuesday next Insuing the Date here of; and 
Corp" Jacob Town and Micheal Dwaniel Jun" are Chosen to 
serve on the Jury of Trials at y* Court aboves® voted 


Liev' Tobijah Perkins is Choosen Representitive for the 
Year Insuing voted 
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We whose Names are under Writen bein 
Town of Salem and Topsffeld to Perambulate on the Bounds 
between Said Towns; Have accordingly renewed them: 
viz: a Red oke Tree with a Heap of Stones about itz; aConi- 
monly Called Crumwells Rock Near the River from thence 
toa Heap of Stons between three White oke Trees bya 
great Ash Swamp, then to a Heap of Stones near Nickollses 
Brook, then to a Dry Tree with a Heap of Stons at it Near 
the Head of Smiths Meadow; then to a Crooked Black oke 
Tree near Weell Brook; then to a White oke Tree with 
Stons at it near Wenham highway. the 5* of April 1716 


g Chosen for the 


for Topsfield for Salem 
Samuel Howlett Ezekiel Cheever 
Joseph Town John Trask 


Amos Dorman James Putnum 


Israel] Porter 
Benjamin Holton 
Thomas Symonds 


Copia vera attest Samuel Stanley Town Cler 
Wee whose Names are here under Writ 


ed to Perambulate the line betwe 


Have agreed on the Bounds former 
them as witness our Hands 


for Topsfield 


en being appoint- 
en Ipswich & Topsfield ; 
ly Recorded and renewed 


for Ipswich 


Robart Lord 
Corp" Ephraim Willds Nehemiah Hart 


Joseph Borman Phillip Rowler Jun" 
May 24" 1715 


Copia vera Attests Samuel Stanley Town Clerke for Tops- 
field 


At a Lawfull Town Meeting on the 13" of September 1715 
William Town and John Curtis are Chosen to Serve on the 
Jury of trials at Newbury Court next to be holden on y® 


° 


the Town have allowed Sarj' Daniel Clark 


e tenn Shillings 
which the Select Men allowed him for the P 


ound voted 
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At a Lawfull Town Meeting of the Town of Topsfield De- 
cember the fift 1715 it was agreed that if any person fall any 
Tree or Trees upon our Towns Common they shall forfit the 
Sum of Ten Shillings for Every Tree or pole under a foot 
over at the stump; and Twenty Shillings for Every Tree 
that is a foot over at the Stump and upwards and if any 
Wood be caried out of our Town that was at first taken up- 
on the said Common they shall pay the Sum of Twelve Shil- 
lings for Every Load so caried of voted 


the Town hath chosen Ephraim Willds and Sarj' Daniel 
Clarke both or Either of them to prosecute against the break- 
ers of this act or by law and the Town will bear them outin 
their Lawfull proceeding therein voted 


Taken up by Nathaniel Borman of Topsfield a stray Heif- 
er; darke Cullered on the sides and white on her Belly 
White on her Back White on her Tail; a Swallows Tail cut 
out of both Ears and two half penys Cut out of her left Ear 

Dat’ 6 Decem® 1715 


Att a Lawfull Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on January the 18 171 the Town agreed to Di- 
vide the Common to Every Householder an Equal Share Ex- 
cepting Tennants voted 


Boston May y° 26" 1715 
Rec’ of M* Thomas Town Constable of Topsfield one 
Pound Two Shillings five pence in fuliby the Hand of M* To- 
Fong Perkins for M™ Jeremiah Allen Tres’ P' James Gooch, 
un’ 


Copia vera attests Sam Stanley Town Cler 


Rec‘! of Thomas Town Constable of Topsfield the Sum of 
Twenty Shillings upon the account of said Towns County 
Rate for his part Rec’ Ipswich April 5° 1714 John Appleton 
County Treat 


Copia vera attests Sam" Stanley T. Cler. 


At a Lawfull Meeting of the Town of Topsfield December 
the fifth 1715 it was agreed that if any person fall any Tree 
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or Trees upon our Town Common they Shall forfit the Sum 
of Tenn Shillings for Every Tree or Pole under 
at the Stump: and Twenty Shillings for Every 
foot over at the Stump: and upwards: 
carried out of our Town that was at 
Said Common they shall pay the Sum of Twelve Shillings for 
Every Load so carried of voted 

ata general Sessions of the Peace Holden at Sa- 


lem December 27" 1715 the above by Laws were 
Read considered and allowed and confirmed. 


attests Stephen Sewall Cler 


a foot over 
Tree that isa 


first taken upon our 


Copia vera Attests Sam” Stanley Town Cler. 


Rec* of M* Thomas Cave Const® 


Pounds & Eight Shillings in full by 
Allen Treat 


of Topsfield Seven 
M* Jacob Eastey Pr Jerem 


Copia vearah attests Sam! Stanley T. Cler. 


At a Lawfull Town meeting on March the Sixth; being 
the yearly Meeting for the year 171g Deac: Howlett was 
Chosen Moderator for said Day voted 


Samuel Stanley is Chosen 


: Town Clerk for the year Insu- 
ing 


voted 
William Town and Job Averell are Chosen Constables for 
the Year Insuing voted 


Cler. Elisha Perkins; Ebenezer Averell; John Hovey: 


Amos Dorman and Thomas Robinson are Chosen Select- 
Men for the year Insuing voted 
Ens. Timothy Perkins js Chosen Gr 


and-Jury man for y* 
Insuing year 


voted 
Edward Putnum is Chosen to serve on the Jury of trials at 
Ipswich Court next voted 


Timothy Perkins Jun’; 
and William Hobs are chos 
the year Insuing 


Ivory Hovey and Eliezer Lake 
en Surveyers of High Wayes for 
voted 


and if any Wood be: 
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M* Isaac Peabody and Nathaniel Borman are Chosen ffence 
viewers for y® year Insuing voted 


and Corp" Joseph Town; Benjamin Bixby and Jacob Eas- 


tey are Chosen Tithing Men for the year Insuing voted 


The Town agreed that the present Select men Shall! Cast 
up Zacheus Goulds Rates and what they finde wanting they 
are to allow him voted 


At a Lawfull Meeting of the Select men on the Sixth Day 
of March 1718 The Town Officers were all Sworn to the 
faithfull discharg of their Respective Offices before the Se- 
lect men. Attests Sam! Stanley Town Cler 


March 13" 171§ Corp" Joseph Towne was Sworn to the 
faithfull discharge of his Office by the Select men: He being 
Chosen a Tithing-man attests Sam Stanley T Cler. 


Rec* of M' Thomas Cave Const* of Topsfield Seven 
Pounds and Eight Shillings in full by M' Jacob Eastey PF 
Jer. Allen Trear 


Boston Decem’ 6" 171 

Ata Lawfull Mecting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on the 19" Day of March 171% Samuel stanley is 
Chosen School Master for the year Insuing voted 


The Town agreed to give Samuel Stanley forty Shillings 
to be School Master for the Town the year Insuing voted 


The Townagreed that Euery freeholder now Inhabitant 
in the Town that hath Twenty Acres of Land in the Town 
part of it meadow are made Commoners, and accordingly 
shall Share in the Town Common for Wood, timber, Herbige 
and other Common privilidges voted 


Ata Lawfull Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield the 8" Day of May 1718 Sarjt Danicl Clarke is 
Chosen Representitive for the year Insuing voted 


Deac Samuel Howlett and M' Isaac Peabody are Chosen to 
serve on the Grand Jury at the Superiour Court to be holden 
at Ipswich next after the Date hercof voted 
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Nathaniel Averell and Nathaniel Borman are chosen to 
Serve on the Jury of Trials at the above s* Court voted 


The Town have Impowered the Selectmen to take all Lea- 
gal Methods for the having a way Lay’d out From ‘Topsfield 
Town to Ipswich Town by Sarjt William Howletts House 


voted 
The Town agreed and Chose a Commity to Seat the Meet. 
ing House voted 


Corp" Joseph Town; Amos Dorman Ens. Timothy Per- 
kins; Corp! Ephraim Willds and Samuel Stanley are Chosen 
a commitie to Seat the Meeting House 


At a Lawful] mecting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on the thirteenth Day of June 1716 the Town then 
gave Liberty to some young People; properly belonging to 


> 
the Town; to Set up a Seat over the Womens Gallery Stares 
voted 


Rec* of Jacob Eastey as Constable for Topsfield; for 
the year 1713 what was Commited to him to colect for my 


use by the Selectmen of Topsfield afores® ] Say rec* in full Pr 
me 


Topsfield May 8" 1716 Joseph Capen 


Copia vera Attests Samuel Stanley T. Cler. 


At a Lawfull Mecting of the Town Topsfield on y® 1g 
Day of September 1716 Timothy Perkins and Joseph Gould 
were Chosen to Serve on the Jury of Trials at Newbury Court 


next voted 


At a Lawfull Mecting of y® Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on the 12" Day of March 1715 Samuel Stanley js 
Chosen Town Clerke for the year Insuing 


voted 
Thomas Gould and Edward Putnum are Chosen Consta- 
bles for the year Insuing voted 


Deac Samuel Howlett, Corp" Joseph Town, MickealDwin- 
ell, Jacob Peabody and Samuel Stanley are Chosen Select 
men for y* year Insuing voted 
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Lt Thomas Baker and Joshua Town are Chosen to Serve on 
the Jury of Trials at y® next Court to be held at Ipswich 
voted 


John Cummings is Chosen Grand-Jury man for y® year In- 


suing voted 


Thomas Robinson Joseph Robinson and John Willds are 
Chosen surveyers of highwayes for the year Insuing voted 


Cler. Elisha Perkins and Sart Daniel Clarke are chosen 
fience viewers for the year Insuing voted 


Cler. John ffrench, Joseph Jun’ and Ivory Hovey are Chos- 
en—Tithing for the year Insuing voted 


John Dwiniell and Eliezer Lake are Chosen fieldrivers for 
y® year Insuing voted 


the Town agreed that all Strays taken up in y® Town shall 
be brought to the Pound on y® Second tuesday of Novem- 
ber by them that have taken them up or Information of such 
Strays as they have in Custidy voted 


the Town agreed that noe Rames shall go upon the Town 
Common from the first Day of next August to the Last Day 
of October next voted 


the Town Officers were Sworn to the faithfull discharg of 
their Respective Offices before y* Select Men on March the 
we Far 


attest Samuel Stanley Town Clerke: Topsfield 


Samuel Stanley was chosen School-Master for the year 
Insuing voted 


Edward Putnum was Sworn to the office of a constable on 
the first Day of Aprill 1717 before the Select Men 


attests Samuel Stanley Town Cler. 


Rec* of Samuel Stanley the Sum of fifty two Shillings 
and Six pence one of the Select men and Clerke for the Town 
of Topsfield, it being Money ordered to me by the Town of 
Topsfield: as part of Six pounds which Said Town allowed 
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for my use Instead of about tenn pounds arrears due to me 
from the Inhabitants of Boxford upon their goeing from 
Topsfield; and was accordingly accepted of me I say re- 
ceived the Sum above said: and on the account abovesd. 
this first Day of Decem™ 1714 
Joseph Capen 
Copia vera Attests Samuel Stanley Town Cler. 


Rec* of Corp" Ephraim Willds as Select Man for the Town 
of Topsfield for the year 1714 the Sum of thirty Nine Shil- 
lings and tenn pence; it being in consideration of, .Six 
Pounds order to me for the clearing up of Boxford Arrears 
Due tome. I say received the Sum above sd this first Day 
of March 17/8 PF me Joseph Capen 


Copia vera attests Sam" Stanley Town Cler. 


We whose Names are under writen being Chosen and Im- 
powered by the Select Men to lay out a Highway from Paul 
Averells Land to the Road by Ebenezer Nickolses House, 
accordingly have done it, begining at Paul Averells Land; 
and have layd it out two Rods wide all the way keeping the 
olde plain Path till we come a Cross the Plane in John Cum- 
mings Land: and then turning to the right Hand as the 
Way is now lay’d out, till we come to Cor? Joseph Towns 
Land and from the uper Side of the Way in Corp" Joseph 
Towns Land; the two Rods being allow’d on the North & 
North East Side of the Way till wecome to M* Peabodys 
Land: and as the Road is lay’d out, till we come to William 
Hobses Land; and as the Road is lay’d out till we come to 
Thomas Robinsons Land; and as the Road is til] we come 
in to the olde Road. 

Dated y® 12™ of marck 1715 

Thomas Robinson 
Joseph Knight 
Elisha Perkins 


Copia vera Attests Sam" Stanley Town Cler. 
At a Lawfull Meeting of y® Inhabitants of the Town of 


Topsfield on the third Day of May 1717 Deac. Samuel How- 
lett is Choosen Representitive for the year Insuing voted 
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Capt. Tobijah Perkins and Deac. Daniel Redington are 
Choosen to Serve on the Grand Jury, and John Hovey Junr 
& John Howlett are choosen to Serve on the Jury of Trials att 
the Superiour Court next to be holden at Ipswhich — voted 


The Town agreed to prefer to the General Court a Peti- 
tion for a line to be run between Rowley Topsfield and Box- 
ford according to General Court Grant voted 


the Town agreed that the Select men shall sit a Petition 
drawn up to Send to the General Court for the Buissiness 
afores? voted 


The Town agreed that all Rams shall be taken up that are 
found running upon our Town Common from the Twenty 
fifth Day of July next, to the last of october next voted 


At a Lawfull meeting of y® Town of Topsfield on the tenth 
Day of September 1717 Clarke John ffrench and Ivory 
Hovey was Chosen to Serve on the Jury of trials at Newbury 
the 24™ Currant voted 


This may certifie the Hon* Court now Siting at Newbury 
on y* 24" Currant that we the Inhabitants of y° Town of 
Topsfield are willing & desierous that a Country Road be 
layd out from the Town of Biffilld along by Nehemiah Ab- 
bitts and so to the Country Road that goeth through our said 
Town voted 


at a Town Meeting on the Tenth Day of Sept" 1717. We 
whose Names are under Writen being desiered To lay out a 
Way from the Road that is lay’d out thrugh Mr! Peabodys 
Land & Jesse Dormans Land to Ipswich to the Bridg to Ja- 
cob Peabodys Land: accordingly we have don it: and have 
laid it out as the way now goes to said Jacob Peabodys 
Land 
Samuel Howlett 
- Samuel Stanley 
Michael Dwaniel 
Select men of Topsfield 
Dat* 3° octo 1717 


Copia vera attests Sam" T, Stanley Clerk 
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Ata Lawfull Meeting of y® Select men on the third Day of 
octo’ 1717 we then went and Laid out a Country Road from 
Ipswich line, near y* uper End of m™ Bakers Pond so called 
along as y® way now goes to Leivt Ephraim Dormans; and 
So on as the Road now goes to Cap' John Hows 

Samuel Howlett 
Samuel Stanley 
Michael Dwaniel 


Copia vera Attests Sam” Stanley T. Cler 

at a Lawfull Town Meeting on y® Seventh Day of Jan" 1713 
the Town then granted Liberty to y* Inhabitant of y® said 
Town to cut Wood upon y® common for there own use and 
not to Cary Any out of our Said Town Voted 


There is a Stray mare taken up in Topsfield about five or 
Six years olde a Black mare with a white Blaeze in Her face 
with a little Black Spot in the White right between Her 
Eyes, with a little on Her fore feet & white on Her hinder 
feet up to Her Hams almoste aprised at five Pounds and the 
Mare is Shod round. Dat Decem™ 11" 1717 


to Thomas Gould Constabel of Topsfield 


for His mag™** Name you are required forth with to warn 
all the frecholders & other Inhabitants of y® said town rate- 
able at twenty pounds estate besides y® poll to meet at y* 
meeting house in Topsfield afore’ on Tuesday next at nine 
of y° clock in y* forenoon then & there to Elect and depute 
Selectmen Constabie and other Town officers as y® Law di- 
rects to sarve this Town for y* yeare Insuing and to agree 
upon the granting such sum orsums of mony as shall be 
thought nead full for defraying all nesary Charges ariseing 
within said town and to agre and conclud upon any other 
mate[r]s or things which shall y" be though nead full to pro- 
mote y® benefit and welfare thireof as also to chuse Jury men 
for Ipswich cort herre of fail not make return of your doings 
thire in unto my self before y® said time of meating dated in 
Topsfield the 1: Day of march 171%, by order of y® select 
men of sd town Samuel Stanley town clark Thomas Gould 
Constable 
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at the anuall Town meeting of the Town of Topsfield in 
March 1717 Mr. Nathaniel Porter was chosen Town clark 
for s? Town for the year insuing and sworn 


uoted y'Ivury Houey and Elelisah Putnum are chosen 
constabels for y* yeare insuing 


uotd John Howlet Amos Dorman insj® John gould Jacob 
Pebody and Nathaniel Porter chosen selectmen for y® yere 
insuing 


uoted Eleisha Perkins are Chosen gran Jury man for 
y* yere insuing 


uoted Nathaniel Aurel and John Howlit are chosen to 
saruv on y* Jury of trilis at y® next court to be holdon at 
Ipswich 


uoted Nathaniel Borman Joseph Goold and John Nickels 
are chosen tithing men for the yeare insuing 


uoted m* William Porter m' John Capen Ebenezer Nickells 
and Left Joseph Borman are chosen serucyers of y® hiewayes 


uoted Thomas Goodaell is chosen scoolmaster for y* yeare 
insuing by y® Town alowed him Twenty Shillings Sallerrery 


Joshua Town and Jacob Robinson are chosen fenceuiers 
for y* yeare insuing uoted 


Samuel Howlet and John Gefords are chosen fealds Dri- 
uers for y* yeare insuing uoted 


John Redinton is chosen cealler of Leather for y° yeare 
insuing sum of y® Town offersers ware Sworn before y® se- 
lectmen to the faithfull Descharg of thire Respectiue ofises 
on y* 4: march 1717-18 


as atest Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 


march: 1717-18 y° rest of y* Town ofisers ware sworn 
before y°® Select men in y’ respective oficeses who was John 
Capen Jacob Robinsons Ebenezer Nickells and William Por- 
ter as atest Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 
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March y*: 26; 1718; The selectmen ware sworn asessors 
to the faithfull descharge of there duty before the Town 
Clark and selectmen 


as atest Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 


apriell the 28; 1718 

Wee whose names are here unto subcribed being chosen the 
Town of Salem and the Town of Topsfield to meet to gather 
to Preambelate between the Towns and renewed bounds be- 
twene the sd. Towns haue owned and rencud those bounds 
as foloweth beginning at a read oke tree with an heep of 
stones at it commonly called Cromwells Roock neare the 
riuer from thence to an heep of stons between Three white 
okes trees by a great ashe swampe then to an heep of stonse 
neare Nickcols brook Then to a driey tree with an heepe of 
stones at it neare the head of Smith meadow then To a 
crocked black oke neare wheall brook then to a white oke 
tree with stones at it neare whenham highway 


for Topsfield for Salem 

John Gould Nathaniel Putnum 
Michael Dwinel Zorobabel Rea 
John Curtis James Putnum Jun? 


Copia uari attst Nathaniel Porter Town clark 


Essex To M' Iuory Houey constabel of Topsfield greating 
In his maiestis Name you are Required forthwith to warn the 
freeholders and other Inhabitants of Topsfield in youre presink 
qualified according to Law for uoting to meet at y° Meeting 
house on Tuseday the thirteenth of May next ensuing at two 
of y* clock in y* afternoon :1: To chuse a representatiue to 
Sarue at y® General Court :2: to Chuse Jury men for Ipswich 
Court and make return of yaire so doing at or before said 
time of meeting fail not as you will answer it at y® perill of 
y° Law By order of y® Selectmen of Topsfield Dat Topsfield. 
Apriel :23: 1718 

Nathaniel Porter Town Clerk 
At a lawfull meeting of y® Town on y® :13: of May: 


1718: Dack Daniel Redinton is chosen moderater for y° 
meting ? uoted 
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Dack Samuel Howlett is chosen Representatiue uoted 


Ephefim Wills and Joseph Borman is chosen to sarue on 
y* gran Jury at Ipswich Cort 


John Houey is chusen to Sarue on y* Jury of trialls at ye 


next Superior Court to be held at Ipswich 


Ata Lawfull meeting of y°® inhabitance of y* Town of 
Topsfield on y® :23: of may; 1718; capt John how was 
moderator for y° meeting the Town made choys of Jacob 
Town Epheriam Wills and John Curtis a commity to uew 
and to set a uvallaution according to thire best skill and Judg- 
ment of what y° cost may amount to in rebuilding and re- 
paireing our Bridg and caseway ouer Ipswich reuer and 
prefar the same with a petition to y® honered court of 
qurter seshition to be holden at Salem in June next insuing 
the date hereof to see whether y® honored court will asist 
us with help from the county so that we may be inabeled to 
rebuild the aboue said Bridg and caseway uoted 


may the“= 25) ire 

We whose names are underwritten being apointed and im- 
poured to preambleate and renew bounds Betwen Wenham 
and Topsficld by our Respectiue Towns and we haue meet 
and preambleated the Bounds and reneued the bounds at the 
maples and so as the Brook Runs by and old maple stub by 
y® way going ouer into the medows to a stak and heap of 
stons in y® brook then to the corner of pigden medow so to 
y* riuer according to the settlement of our Towns: 1694 then 
from the said maples towards the cassaway to the tree men- 
tioned in the agreement Betwen our Towns: 1682: which 
bound we do agree unto 


John How John Gott 
Thomas Town William Rogers 
John Curtis Selectmen for 
John Dwinel Wenham 


for Topsfield 
Copia vera attst Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 


These are to giue notis to the inhabitance of the Town of 
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Topsfield qualified according to for uoting to meet at the 


meeting house on Wensday the ninth day of July instant at 
two of the cloock in the after noone :1: to consider which 
way the Town will rebuild the Bridg ouer the riuer and to 
act upon it as y* Town then shall see cause i2°° to’ see 
whether y* Town will chuse a commity to new seeat y° meet- 
ing house :3: to consider whether the Town will seat or 
dispose of y® pue in y® west end of y* meeting house not yet 
disposed of as y° Town then shall see cause 


At a Lawfull meeting of the Town of Topsfield on y® :9: 
day of July 1718 Mr Jaac Pebody was chosun moderater 
for y' meeting uoted 


The Town did manifest by a uote y' thay would rebuild 


y* Bridg anew ouer y® reuer:—uoted that the Bridg ouer the 
riuer should be done by a reat uoted 


that the Town would chuse a comity to agree with car- 
penters for to rebuild y* Bridg ouer yPreir 


Mr Iaac Pebody quertmast Ephefraim Wills and Mr" 
Simon Bredstret is choson a comity to agree with Carpenters 
to build y* Bridg ouer y* riuer and the Town do giue them 
full Power to Build y° abouesaid Bridg and the Town will 
stand to what they shall do in that mater uoted 


Mr Daniel Clark Cla™ Elisha Perkins mr Nathaniel Aueral 
corp Joseph Town and Nathaniel Porter are chosen 


a comity 
to new seat the meting house: 


uoted 


the Town granted the pue in y° west corner of the meeting 
house to Nathaniel Porter for him and his family to set in 
prouided he paies for y* Building of y* said pue uoted 


Esex ® To mr Elisha Putnam Constable of Topsfield Greet- 
ing &c 


You are Required in his majesties Name forthwith to warn 
the Inhabitance of youre Town on y* south side of the river 
Lawfully quallified for voting To meet at y® meeting house 


on Tuesday y* sixtenth of this stant at one of y®* clock in 
y® afternoon 
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to chuse two men to sarue on y® Jury at y* next Inferiour 
Court at Newbery 2” to see if y* Town will add somthing 
unto m* Capens sallery or agree y* his sallery shall be paid 
all in money 

To see if y° Town will giue Nathaniel Porter Liberty to 
make a small window in y* side of y® meeting house against 
his Pue 

to Take care y' y® casments or any other Part of y® meet- 
ing house be Repaired yt wants Repairing make retorn at or 
before y* said time of meeting file not as you will answer y*® 
contrary 

Jacob Peabody 


Dated Topsfield in y® Name and by y* 
September y® :11: 1718 order of y® Selectmen of 
Topsfield 


At a Lawfull Town meeting of y* Inhabitance of y® Town 
of Topsfield on y*® :16: of September 1718 Capt Tobijah 
Perkins was chosen moderator for yt meeting voted 


mr Tobijah Perkins and Thomas Goodhall was chosen to 
sarue on y° Jury of Trialls at Newbury Court next uoted 


The Town did manifest by a uote yt m™ Capens sallery 
should be Raised to Eighty Pounds for this yearc and the 
whole Eighty Pounds should be all paid in money or Bills of 
Credeat voted 


it is granted y* Nathaniel Porter has Liberty to make a 
window in y° side of y° meeting house aganst his Pew uoted 


it is left to y* Selectmen to repair y*° meeting house whare 
it wants repairing uoted 


Wee whose names are under writen being desireed by 
some of y* Inhabitance of our Respectiue Towns to Lay out 
a Town way from the road that goes by m‘ John Capens to 
y* road that goes by Thomas Andrews barn acordingly we 
haue Laid out said way as followeth begining at m! Capens 
casaway so called along as the Lane now goes by the Land 
of Sat Daniel Clark upon Thomas Goulds and Ensin John 
Goulds Land to y® Land of Benjamine Byxbe and so a Long 
between the abouesaid Benjamine Byxby house and barne to 
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y® Broock as y* way was formerly Improued and so along 
ouer y* Broock upon y® aboue said Benjamin Byxby Land as 
y* way was formerly improued to Thomas Andrews his Land 
the aboue said way is to Enter upon Thomas Andrews Land 
about Three or fore rods to y® westward of a great Rock that 
is a bound betwen Thomas Andrews and Samuel Smith and 
so a Long as The way is now Improued to the road y' gooes 
by Thomas Andrews Barn the abouesaid way is Layd out two 
rods wide 

Dat* in Topsfield y® :16: of october: 1718 

John Gould 
Joseph Byxby John Howlett 

Copia vara attst Samuel Symonds Jacob Peabody 
Nathaniel Porter Epheraim Dorman Nathaniel Porter 

Town Clark Selectmen of Selectmen of 

Boxford Topsfield 

The: 28™ day of october: 1718 

we y® Subscribers being apinted and Impowered by y® Se- 
lectmen of Ipswich and Topsfield to Perambulate the Line 
betwen sd Towns haue Accordingly been on sd Line and 


find the Bounds in order and Renewed the same the day and 
yeare abouesaid 


witness our hands 


Topsfield men copia uari: attst Robert Lord 
John Howlitt Nathaniel Porter Nathaniel tiavt 
Jacob Peabody Town Clark Thomas Safford 


of Ipswich 
All the frecholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield are Required in his maiestics name to micet at 
y* meeting house on iryday y° :31: of this Instant at Twelue 
of the Clock on said day to aLow Bills of charge by order 
of y* Selectmen of Topsfield October tas: 1718 
Elisha Putnam Constable of Topsfield 


Ata Lawfull meeting of y* inhabitance of y° Town of 
Topsfield on y* 31: day of october: 1718 mr Isaac Pea- 
body was chosen moderator for y' day uoted 

the Town alowed the ase 
ouations of the Towns est 
pelice 


ssors for there charges in y°ual- 
ate fiue pounds six shillings six 
uoted 
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the Town alowed to John Howlett and Jacob Peabody 
foure shillings for preambleing with Ipswitch uoted 


The Town alowed to In* John Gould John Curtis and Mi- 
chel Dwinel for preambleing with Salem six Shillings uoted . 


The Town alowed to John french Daniel Clark and Amos 
Dorman six shillings for gooing to preambuling with Box- 
ford uoted 


The Town alowed to Corp" Jacob Town qu’ Ephraim Willds 
an John Curtis one pound ten shillings for ueweing y*® Bridg 
and perficring a petition to y* Court uoted 


The Town alowed to M' Nathaniel Capen for makeing 
some casements to y® meeting two pounds ten shillings uoted 


The town alowed to Jacob Perkins for mending y° glase in 
the meeting house one pound fiueten shillings uoted 


The Town alowed to William Auriel eighting shillings for 
sweeping the meeting house uoted 


The Town alowed to M' Isaac Peabody O™! Eperaim 
Willds and M* Simon Bradstreet twenty fiue pounds nine 
shillings for Building y® Bridg uoted 


The Town did menefest by and that the Selectmen should 
Raise mony for to pay thire representitiue for this yeare 
without coming to the Town 


the Town alowed to Sar Stanly Deac Howlit Joseph Town 
and Michel Dwinel eight shillings for Laying out a highway 
in y® yeare 1717 uoted 


Recued of Constable Borman of Topsfield y® sum of Three 
pounds scuen shillings and two pence for y® county rate it 
being full for y® said Town :may:17: 1713 

Pr John Apleton County treasurer 


Copia vari atest Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 


The freeholders and other Inhabitances of the Town of 
Topsfield Quallified according to Law for voting are to Take 
notice to meet at our mecting house in Topsficld on the 
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f2 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


first Tuseday in march next at eight of y® clock in y® forenone 
first to chuse Town officers :° 2"lyv to consider of the petition 
of some of our Towns men that Liue on y* west of Nickeolses 
Broock and to act as shall then be thought Best: S"hF Ato 
consider of y® petition of mt Isaac Peabody for a peace of 
Land neare the mill pond and to act upon it: g:ly to 
agree upon some way to preserue y° wood and Timber y' is 
upon our Town Common Land and find out same way to 
Preuent the carring of wood and Timber from of our Com- 
mon Land out of y* Town or to devide our Common Land or 
y* wood and Timber y' is on it or to agree upon any other 


way or method to act concerning it as shall then be Thought 


most benefitiall to y° Town and allso to do any other thing 


or things that shall then be Thought neadfull or proper to be 


done for y® benifit of y® Town and to Chuse Jury men for 
Ipswitch Court 


Dat* in Topsfield: 
Elisha Putnam 
Constabel of Topsfield 


i; day of febuary: 1718-19 

By order of y® Selectmen 

Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 
At a Lawfull Town meeting of y° 

being y*® annuall meeting on y® 

Capt Tobijah Perkins is Chose 


inhabitance of Topsfield 
third day of march: 1718-19 
n moderator for y° day uoted 


Nathaniel Porter is chosen Town Clark for y° yeare insu- 
ing 


uoted 

and m* joseph Knight is Chosen 
yeare insuing voted 
Jacob Town John Houey John Howlett Jacob Peabody 
and Nathaniell Porter is Chosen Selectmen for y® yeare_in- 


Suing uoted 


m’ Syman Bradstreet 
Constabel for y® 


Ens" John Gould is Chosen Tow 


0 Treshour for y°. yeare 
Insuing 


voted 

y Perkins Jun’ are 
voted 

anicl Borman & Jacob 
Highways for y® yeare 
uoted 


John Avri! Michel Dwinel and Timoth 
Chosen Tyingmen for y° ycare insuing 
Edward Putnam John Curtis Nath 


Jorman is Chosen Seruavis of the 
Msutnes 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 73 


Amos Dorman and Joseph Town is Chosen fenceuiers for 
y° yeare insuing uoted 


Jesse Dorman & Benjamin Town is chosen feild driuers 
for y® y°are insuing uoted 


Job Avriel is Chosen Scoollmaster for y® yeare insu- 
ing uoted 


Deac"™ Daniel Redington is chosen to sarue on y® gran 
Jury at Ipswitch Court next uoted 


michel Dwinel and Zeccheus Gould is Chosen to sarue on 
y* Jury of trialls at Ipswich Court next uoted 


John Redington is chosen seeller of Leather for y® yeare 
insuing uoted 


John Houey John Howlett and Jacob Peabody are chosen 
in behalf of y® Town of Topsfield to go to y* Town of Ips- 
witch to demand a Highway to be Laid out from Ipswitch 
Town by William Goodhuses to grauely Brookk neare 
y* reuer and from thence by y® house y‘ was formerly m* Wil- 
liam Howletts to Topsfield Line and in case y' Ipswitch Town 
neglects or refuse to Lay out said way then y* abouesaid John 
Houey John Howlett and Jacob Peabody are Impowered to 
make aplication to any Court of Qurter scsions to be holden 
in y* County of Ssex 


March: ?: 1718-19 
Joseph Knight was sworn to y* faithfull discharg of his 
respectiue offis 


Jese Dorman and Benjamin Town was sworn to y® faithfull 
discharg of thire respectuie offisses: 


John Auriel and michel Dwinel was sworn to y® faithfull 
discharg of their respectuie offises 


Nathaniel Borman John Curtis and Jacob Dormon was 
sworn to the faithfull discharg of thire respectiue offises 


Ensign John Gould is sworn to y® faithfull discharg of his 
respectuie ofis 
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74 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


John Redington was sworn to y® faithfull discharg of his 
respectuie offiss 


Before y® Selectmen and Town Clark march: §: 1718- 
19 m’ Symon Bradstreet was Sworn to y® faithfull discharg 
of his respectuie offise 


Amos Dorman was sworn to y° faithfull discharge of his 
respectuie offs 


Timothy Perkins was sworn to y® faithfull discharg of his 
respectuie offis 


Edward Putnum was sworn to y® faithfwll discharg of his 
respecttuie offis 


Before y® Selectmen and Town Clark 
The Inhabitants of Topsfield Qualified according to Law 
for voting are to Take notis to meet hear at y®° meeting house 
in Topsfield on friday the Thirteenth of this Instant march 
at twelve a clock on said day :1: to chuse a schoolmaster 
:2°: to considerd how to Improve y® Common Land In 
Topsfield and to make any act concerning it as y* Town shall 
then think best 3° to consider of m' Isaac Pebodys and 
Leuetenant Beakers petitions and act as yt Town shall then 
think best :4: to chuse men to agree with or prosecute 
Edward Nealand for falling a tree on our Town Common 
If the Town shall then think Rest 
By order of y® selectmen 
Nathaniel Porter Town Clark 
Deated march the :6: of 1718-19 
Simon Bradstreet Constable 


At a Lawfull Towne meeting of y® inhabitants of the Town 
of Topsfield on the 13: of march 1718-19 :1: deaccon 
Daniel Redington was chosen moderator for that meeting 


Leuit Thomas Beaker was chosen scholmaster for y® yeare 
insuing 


The Town agreed to deuide all the common Lands be- 
longing to y* Town of Topsfield both on the north and south 
side of Ipswitch Kuier and that all the free house holders 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 75 


belonging to said Town of Topsfield shall haue an Equal 
share in said common Lands according to the Reats that 
haue been paid by the present free house holders and thire 
predesessors in the Estate that Each house hollder is att 
present possesed of euer sence the yeare :1715 pole money 
exemted voted 

Amos Dorman Entered his Contrey Decent to this Last 
uot/e | 


the Town agreed y*‘ thire shall be nithere tree or trees be 
cut down or sell on the Common Lands belonging to y* Town 
of Topsfeld on the penalty as the Law directs for Trespas 
in prepriety after the Date heareof before the first day of 
october next after the date heareof unless it be devided 
before: voted 


all The freeholders of y* Town of Topsfield Qualified ac- 
cording to Law for voting are to Take notice to meet att 
thire meeting house next monday comfortnight which will 
be y® thirtenth day of aprill next Ensuing the date heare of 
at nine of y® clock in y® morning 


To see if there may be away found out in Lawe to end the 
diffarance that is betwen y® Town and some pertickeler men 
who clame y® title of y° common Lands in y® town of Tops- 
field to them selues and if not to find out away to know 
what y® Titel is to the common Lands in y® Town of Tops- 
field and complaint being made: y* if y° common be deuided 
it will be hurtfull to more then half the Town and therefore 


To see if y° Town will stand by thire Last vote for the 
diui[s]ion of the Common Land and to act as then shall be 
thought best in that matter 3 to take care that the Bounds 
be renewed about the parsonage and any other Thing or 
things that may be then thought benefissiall for the Town 

Dat" Topsfield march: *: 28: 1719 By order of y® Se- 
lectmen Nathanial Porter Town Clark Simon Bradstreet 
Constable | 


At a Lawfull meeting of y® inhabitants of y® Town of Tops- 

field on the 13: of Apricll: 1719 
M” Isaac Peabody was Chosen moderater for that mecting 
voted 


————— 
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That Town agreed that thay would deuide ye Common 
Lands in y® Town of Topsfield according to y® vot past on 


the: 13: of march: 1718-19 for Deuiding of said Common 
Lands 


uoted | 


John Hovey John Dwiniel Capt John How Amos Dorman 


and John Jeffords Entred thire Contrey Decent to this Last 
vot 


The Town gaue Liberty to some young persons to build a 
seat ouer y® gallary stairs in y° Southwest Corner of y© meet- 
ing house prouided yt thay Sect in the Seat and Trobule no 
other seat in y® meeting house prouided thay buld not the 
seat in the way of peoples going in to y® gallery Namly John 
Perkins Nathaniel Auriell Nathaniel Redington Jacob Aur- 
iell Jacob Wilds 


Sarg John Howlett and Sarg Zechchous Gould are Chosen 
to Joyn with y® former Commity to new seat y® meeting 


house Namly Ser® Daniel Clark Corp Joseph Town and 
m* Nathaniel Auriel uoted 


The Town granted Liberty to Iovory Houey Nathaniel 
Borman and Jacob Robinson to seet up a seat between Na- 


thaniel Porters pue and the west dore uoted 


The freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield that haue an Estate of freehold in Land within 
This Prouence or territory of forty Shillings peranaum at the 
Lest or other Estate to the value of fifty pounds sterling 
you are to take notis to meet at this meeting house on frie- 
day which will be the fifteenth of May at two of the clock in 
the after noon firstly to Chose a man to Represent them at 
at the Court house In Boston: 2 To Chuse Three men To 
serue at Ipswich Court two whereof to Sarue upon the Gran 
Jury and one to serue upon the Jury of trials: 3” To:see 
whether the Town will take Care of the wife of William 
Auriell: 4’: to se whether the Town will giue Liberty to 
sett up Pues under the front gallery 

John Houey 
in y© name and by yé 
order of y® Selectman of 
Topsfield 


Simon Bradstrectt 
Constable of Topsfield 
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_Ata Lawfull Town meeting of y® Inhabitants of ye Town 
of Topsfield on the: 15: of may: 1719 Capt Tobijah Per- 
kins was Chosen moderator for y° day voted 


Ensine Timothy Perkins is Chosen representetive for y? 
yeare insuing | voted 


Nathaniell Auriell and William Town is Chosen to sarue 
on y® gran Jury at Ipswitch Court next voted 


m* Isaac Peabody is Chosen to Sarue on y® Jury of Trialls 
at Ipswitch Court next uoted 


The Town granted Liberty to y° yong people that haue 
y® Seats ouer y® stares to make windows against e[a]ch seat 
under the plate Provided thay buld them at thire own cost 
and charge and repair them when thay want repairing at 
there own Cost and Charg uoted 


At A Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of y° Town 
of Topsfield on the: 18: day of September: 1719 Deac 
Samuel Howlett is Chosen moderator for said meeting uoted 


Thomas Gould and Jesse Dorman is Chosen to Sarue on 
y® Jury of Trialls at Newbery Court next uoted 


y® Town alowed to Qurtmaster Epheriam Willds 00-14-8 
uoted 


The Town alowed to John Howlett for keeping the wife 
of William Auriel and Phisick 2-13-6 voted 


The Town alowed to John Redington for a stamp to Seal 
Leather 0-3-0 uoted 


_ The town alowed to William Auriel for Swepeing y® meet- 
ing house 0-18-o0 voted 


The Town alowed to Deac Samuel Howlett 1-7-0  uoted 


The Town alowed to Thomas Gould for mending y® under 
Pinning of y® meeting house 0-4-0 uoted 


The Town did manifest by a uot y' m™ Capens Sallerey 
Should be as it was y® Last yeare voted 
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The Town alowed to John Houey for Keep y® wife of Wil- 
liam Auriel 0-16-0 voted 


Qertmaster Epheraim Willds is Chosen Ouerseare of y® 
pore voted 


The Town alowed to John Houey for gooing to Ipswitch 
about the high way 0-2-6 uoted 


the Town did menifest by a vot y* y® people that belongs 
to y° hind seat in y® west gallerly to haue some of y° old 
hinges to hang y® gasements in y® meeting house voted 


We whose names are under writen haue been desired by 
m* Edward Putnam Junier to Lay out a highway through 
his Land for him self and his naighbours being some of our 
Towns Inhabitants we haue accordingly laid a highway from 
the Gate that standeth upon s4 Edwards Land by y® high- 
way that cometh from y® river and so along by y® Easterly 
End of s¢ Edwards house and so on till it goeth through the 
said Edwards Land as y® path now goeth towards Salem 

Jacob Town 
Dated October: 23: 171g Nathaniel Porter 
Copia uari attst John Houey 
Nathaniel Porter Town Clark Selectmen for Topsfield 


Att a Lawfull Town meeting: 1: September: 1719: 

m*™ Isaac Peabody moderator: 

The Town agreed that the selectmen shall rais a rate 
amounting to ten Pounds and commit it to y° Constables to 
Colect for Ensin Timothy Perkins Representiue y* is due to 
him for going to Boston and y® Rest to Lie in y® Treasurers 
hands till further order for y° Towns use 

attest John Houey John Howlett Selectmen 


Copia uari attest Nathaniel Porter Town Clerk 


The freeholders and others Inhabitants of this Town are 
to Take notis to meet here at the meeting house next Tues- 
day y° ninth of this Instant at tow of y® clock in the after 
hoon to preuent the Extravagant cutting down the wood and 
Timber upon the Common and Carring it out of Town and 
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to agree upona suitable meathod for y® preservation of y® 
same in order to a deuition 
Jacob Town 
Nathaniel Porter 
Dated february: 24: 1719-20 John Hovey 
Simon Bradstreet Constable John Howlett 
Jacob Peabody 
Selectmen of Topsfield 


Att A Lawfull Town meeting of y® Inhabitants of y° Town 

of Topsfield the nineth of febuary 1719-20 
Cap* Tobijah Perkins is Chosen moderator for y® meeting 
voted 


Ephraim Willds and Daniel Clark is Chosen atorneys for 
y° Town to prosecute any y* has or may Carrey any wood 
or Timber of from our Common Land Contrery to Lawe 

voted 


The Town did manifest by a vot that if any wood or Tim- 
ber Lays upon y® ground of our Common Land after y°® Last 
of march next it shall be free for any man to Take away 

voted 


John Hovey entered his contrey desent to this Last vote 


The freeholders and other Inhabitance of y° Town of Tops- 
field Qualified according to Law for Voting are to take notice 
to meet at Our meeting house on Tuesday y® first day of 
march next Ensuing y® date heare of at Eight of y® Clock in 
y® morning Ist to Choose Town officers and to agree with 
some man to dig the graues and: 2dly to Choose a comitie 
to settle bounds between proprietors and y® Town Common 
that there be no Incroachment made on y® Towns Com- 
mon Land: 3: ly: tosee if y° Town will agree upon a meth- 
od to divide the undivided Land on y® south side of y® River 
Or the wood and Timber that is onit or else to see if y® 
Town will proceed in y® Division of all our undivided Com- 
mon Land on Both sides of y® River according to y® Last 
vote y‘ is Entred in our Town Book concerning it or to 
agree of upon any other way or Methode to Divide Improue 
or dispose the whole or any part of y® Land that y® mjer 
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part of the sosiety shall then think to be most for y® pub- 
lick good 4: To see ifthe Town will a Low mt Edward 
Putnam his Demands for work done at y® highways as a 
suryeyor [217] and see how y® Town will repair the [ High- 


ways] y® future and to see if y® Town will chuse men to © 


prosecute any y* has or shall carrey any wood or Timber of 
from our Town Common Land 


Jacob Towne 
Nath® Porter 
Jacob Peabody 
John Howlett 
Simon Bradstreet Constable John Hovey 


Selectmen for Topsfield 

At 2 Lawfull Town meeting of y° Inhabitants of y° Town 
of Topsfield on y° first day of March: 1719-20 

Cap* Tobijah Perkins is Chosen moderator for said meeting 

voted 

Nath" Porter is Chosen Town Clark for y° year Insuing 

voted 

William Porter and Jesse Dorman is Chosen Constables for 

y® year Insuing voted 

Ephriam Willds Ivory Hovey Leu Joseph Gould Joseph 

Town and Elezar Lake is Chosen selectmen for y* year Jn- 

suing voted 


Jacob Town Joseph Borman and Nath" Auriel are Chosen 
Tithing men for the year insuing voted 


Thomas Robinson Joshay Town Isaac Peabody and Daniel 
Clark is Chosen seavairs for y° high ways for y® yeare insuing 


voted 
Elisha Perkins Jacob Robinson John Burton and John 
Nickcols is Chosen fence uiers for y® yeare Insuing voted 


Benjamin How and John Perkins is Chosen field Driurs for 
the yeare Insuing voted 


John Redington is Chosen Sealer of Leather for y® yeare 
Insuing voted 
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Deac Samuel Howlett and Deac Daniel Redington is Chos- 
en ouer seers of y® Pore for y® yeare Insuing voted 


John Howlett Natha” Auriel and Natha! Porter is Chosen 
to Renew and Settell Bounds Betwen y® propriators of Land 
Ajoyning upon y° Common and to Loock and see if any 
Person has incroached any of y° Towns Common and ve 
Town dos giue them full power to renew and settel y© Bounds 
betwen y® Common and y® propriators voted 


Leut Thomas Baker is Chosen Scoolemaster for ye yeare 
insuing, voted 


John Wilds and Joseph Robinson are Chosen to Loock 
after the horses from gooing at Large upon y° Common Land 
in Topsfield and to prosecute y® Breakers of that Law voted 


Zacheus gould is Chosen to didge the graues voted 


The Town agreed to ajorn the meeting to the: 8: day of 
march Instant at Eight of the Clock in the forenoon voted 


march the first: 1719-20 Nathaniel Porter was Sworn to 
y® faithfull Discharge of a Town Clark 


Ephraim Willds Joseph Town Ivory Hovey Joseph Gould 
and Elezar Lake was sworn to the faithfull discharge of thire 
duty of being asesars 


[218] Elisha Perkins John Nickcols and John Burton are 
sworn to y® fathfull discharg of thire duty of fence uerues 


Jesse Dorman and William Porter are sworn Constables 
John Redington is sworn Sealer of Leather 


Jacob Town Nathaniel Auriel and Joseph Borman are 
sworn Tithingmen 


Daniel Clark Joshay Town and Thomas Robinson are 
sworn to y® faithfull discharg of their duty as seruaours of 
the Highways : 


John Willds is sworn to the faithfull discharg of his duty 


John Perkins is sworn to y® faithfull discharge of his duty 
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Jacob Robinson is sworn to y® faithfull discharge of his 
duty 


this: 1: of march 1719-20: before the Selectmen 


match the: 4: 1719-20 Town offesers before the Select- 
men 


Joseph Robinson was sworn to y® faithfull discharg of his 
duty 


at a Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town 


of Topsfield it being on a Jornment from the first day of 
march Instant to this day: 


Ephriam Willds and Daniel Clark are Chosen agents or 
atorneys for the Town to sue and prosecute all such as haue 
allredy or shall here after cut down any tree or trees or carry 
of any wood or timber of from our Town Common Land in 
Topsfield Contrery to Law and the Town will beare them out 
in all theire Lawful! proseeding in y* mater voted 


John Hovey is Chosen grand Jury man to Sarue at Ips- 
wich Court on y® Last Tusday of march Instant voted 


Nath* Auricl and Leut Thomas Baker js Chosen to Sarue 
on y® Jury of Trilalls at y® aboue sd Court voted 


y° Town agreed to Chuse a Commity to go to seea strip 
of Land upon m* Bakers Cost voted 


Elisha Perkins Ivory houey and Joseph Town is Chosen — 


for y* purpose and make report at y° next Town meeting 
thay or y° mager part of them agreeing 


The Town agreed to amend y® highways belonging to sd 
Town of Topsfield by a reat for time to come voted 


march y® 8 1719-20 mt Isaac Peabody was sworn to y® 
faithfull discharge of his duty be fore y® selectmen 


The free holders and other inhabitants of our Town qual- 
ified acording to Law for voting are to take notis to meet 
here at the meeting house on friday next which will be the 
sixt day of may Ensuing the date here of at two of the clock 
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of noone then and there to Elect and depute one to serue for 
and represent them in a great and genrall Court to be hold- 
en at Boston upon wensday the Twenty fift day of may 
next Ensuing the date hereof: 2 By vartu of a Warant 
from the Clerk of the Superer Court you are to take notis to 
Chuse three good and Lawfull men to sarue on the Jures 
two on the grand Jure & one on the Jure of Trilas at the 
next Superer Court to be holden at Ipswitch on the third 
Tusday of may next: 3%: to see if our Town will pass a vot 
that if any of the Inhabitants of our Town shall hereafter 
harbor any Tranchant parson aboue two months without 
giueing notis to the Selectmen of the Town that they may 
be Prosecuted acording to Law then such Inhabitant shall 
be Liable to maintain such trainchant parson if they shall 
stand in need 4%: to see if the Town will take any Corse 
aboute the Rams and restrain them from going on our Town 
Common Land 

Dated Topsfield April the 30: 1720 

by order of the rest Selectmen of Topsfield Ephraim Wilds 

Jesse Dorman Constable of Topsfield 


At a Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the 

Town of Topsfield on y®: 6: day of may: 1720 
Cap Tobijah Perkins is Chosen moderator for y® meeting 
voted 


Cap* Tobijah Perkins is Chosen Representitiue to sarue at 
y® great and Genrall Court 


Ephraim Willds and Elisha Perkins is Chosen to sarue on 
y* grand Jurie at Ipswitch Court next voted 


John Howlett is Chosen to sarue on y® Jurie of Trialls at 
Ipswitch Court next voted 


The Town agreed that if any man let his ram run at Large 
upon our Town Common Land after the Last of July: next to 
the first of nouember and whosocuer shall Let his ram run 
at Large as afore sd his sd ram may be Taken up by any 
man of our Town and he shall pay five shillings or forfit his 
ram voted 
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: the one half of the sum to him that takes up said ram 
and y® other half to the use of the Town voted 


At a Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Topsfield on the tenth of June: 1720 


Deac: Daniel Redington is Chosen moderator for yt 


meeting 
Cap* Tobijah Perkins is Chosen Representiue to sarue at ve 
great and generall Court to be holden at Boston 


The Inhabitants of this Town such as are deuly qualified 
acording to Law for Voting are to take notis to meet heare 
at the meeting house next friday at three of the Clock in the 
afternoon to make Choise of two good and Lawfull men to 
sarue on y® Jury of Trialls at the next Inferiour Court of 
Pleas and genaral sestion to be holden at Newbury Within 
and for the county of Essex September: the: 10: 1720 

Jesse Dorman Constable of Topsfield 


[220] Ata Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Topsfield on the: 16: day of September: 1720 
Elezor Lake and Michel Dwinel is Chosen to. Sete, on, y° 
Jury of Trialls at Newbury Court on y® Last tusday of Sep- 
tember Instant 

The inhabitants of this Town y* are Qualified according to 
Law for voating are required to meet at this meeting house 
on friday y® 4" of nouember next after y® Date here of at 
one of the Clock after noone first to aLow bills of Charge 
2: ly to see if y° Town will giue order for yé shingling or 
other wise Repairing of y° House y* William Avrell now 
Liueth in: 39° to agree upon a day for y® bringing stray Cre- 
tours To y® pound Dated Topsfield y*: 26: of October: 
1720 

luory Houey in the name and by 
order of the selectmen of Topsfield 
Jesse Dorman Constable 


At a Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of y* Town 
of Topsfield on y®: 4: day of nouember: 1720 

Daniel Redington is Chosen “moderator for y® day 

The Town alowed to Licut Joseph Gould and Ephraim 
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Wilds Eight Shillings for going to Ipswitch abute Sarah 


Greenslit voted o 80 
alowed to Ivory Houey foure shillings voted 040 
aLowed to Jesse Dorman for careing Sarah Greenslit out 

of Town five shillings voted 050 
aLowed to Jesse Dorman for waits and meshours seuen- 

teen shilling voted “0.17 0 
aLowed to John Houey two shillings voted 020 

~ and to m™ Simon Bradstreet one shilling O10 
and to John Howlett one shilling 2 pas 
and to Jacob Peabody two shilling voted 0 20 


The Town Left it to y® selectmen to Repaire the house 
y’ William Auriell now Lives in voted 


The free holders and other inhabitants Qualified acording 
to Law for voting are to Take notis to meet here at the 
meeting house next tuesday which will be the fiveteen day 
of this month of noumber at nine of y® Clock in the forenoon 
first to aLow Bills of Charge secondly to see If the Town 
willaLow the nine pounds to add to m?™ Capens sallery as 
formerly and thirdly to agree upon a day to bring in strays 
to the Pound Dated Topsfield Nouember: 11: 1720 By or- 
der of y® rest of y® selectmen Ephraim Wilds 

Jesse Dorman Constable of Topsfield 


At a Lawfull [220] Town meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Topsfield on the: 15: day of Nouember: 1720 

m* Jacob Town is Chosen moderator for this meeting 
voted 


alowed to Will™ Auriel: 18: shillings for sweeping the 
meeting voted 


alowed to m™ Capen: Eighty pounds as his sallery was y® 
two Last years voted 


alowed to Nath” Auerel John Howlett and Nath” Porter 
for Runing of Lines between the Common and Propritores 
and for paying artis[ts] one pound seventeen shillings and 
Six pence voted O1 17 6 
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alowed to m™ Nath! Capen for mending the wach house 
four shillings and six pence votcu OO 4 6 


alowed to Jonathan Willds one shilling and six pence for 
meending the watch house voted O11 6 


The Town agreed to bring in the marks of all the stray 
Creatours that thay have at their houses unto the house of 
Daniel Clark on the first Tuesday: 1720 


We who are the subscribers hereof hauing complaint made 
to us that Corp Jacob Towne has set up fence where the 
road was formerly Laid Throw the southerly corner of his 
Land we haue bin & vewed the place and do find that the 
road may convenantly be altred We do Lay out the afore 
sd road to be where it is now ocipied on the south side of 
Corp Town his fence as it doth now stand 


Dated the: 24: of nouember: 1720: Epraim Wilds 
Ivory Houry 


Copia uari attest Nath" Porter Joseph Town Elezer Lake 
Town Clark Selectmen of Topsfield 


The Inhabitants of this Town qualified acording to Law 
for voting are to take notis to meet here at the meeting 
house next Tuesday which will be the twenty seventh day of 
this month at two of the Clock after noon first to alow Capt 
Perkins his Bill of Charge for going Representative Second- 
ly to aLow pay for the repairing the house William Auriel 
liueth in Thirdly to alow Pay for the making a paire of stcox 
dated Topsfield December the twenty third 1720 in the name 
and by the order of the Selectmen of Topsfield 

Ephraim Wilds Clerk 
Jesse Dorman Constable 

At a Lawfull Town meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town 

of Topsfield on the: 27: day of December: 1720 


The Town alowed Cap* Perkins his Lawful demands for 
going Representative this year voted 


Alowed to M? Nath! Capen and Jonathan Willds for Re- 
pairing y® towns house y* Will:™ Auriel now Lives in 


voted 3 8 oo 
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Alowed to John Willds for making the Towns stoock and 
for finding y° Iorns and Lock and bringing them to the 
meeting house and for seeting up sd stoocks OI 04 00 

voted 


Ipswich the: 16: day of January: 1720-21 

Received of Nathaniel Porter the full and just sum of one 
pound and two shillings which is the full that was due to me for 
Building the pew that is in the nouwest Corner of Topsfield 
meeting house 

I say Received by me Joseph Whipple 


Copia vari attest Nath" Porter Town Clark 


[222] At a Lawfull Town meeting of y® Inhabitants of y° 
Town of Topsfield on the 7** of March 1720-21 

Cap* Tobijah Perkins was chosen moderator for that mect- 

ing voted 

Jacob Peabody is Chosen Town Clerk for y® year Ensuing 

| voted and Sworn 


Joseph Robinson and Ezra Putnam are Chosen Constables 
for y° year Ensuing. voted. Michael Dwinell accepted and 
Chosen Constable by the Town for Ezra Putnam voted 


Thomas Gould Lieu Thomas Baker Ivory Hovey Amos 
Dorman and Jacob Peabody are Chosen Selectmen for the 


year Ensuing voted 
Eliezer Lake Joseph Andrew and John Curtis are Chosen 
Tithing men for y® year Insuing voted 


John Redington is Chosen Sealer of Leather for y°® Insu- 
ing year voted 


m* Daniel Clark & Thomas Caves are Chosen Surveyers 
of highways for y® Insuing year voted 


Thomas Robinson Nath! Borman Ebent Nickols and Thom- 
as Perkins Jun™ are Chosen fence viewers for the year Insu- 
Ing ’ voted 


Cler Elisha Perkins is Chosen grand Juryman for y® year 
Insuing voted 
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Joshua Town and John Willds are Chosen to serve on y° 
Jury of Tryals at the next Inferiour Court to be holden at 


Ipswich voted 
Lieut Thomas Baker is Chosen Schoolmaster for the year 
Insuing voted 


The Town agrecd to pay to lieut Thos Baker fourty shill- 
ings for keeping School this present year voted 


Eliezer Lake and Samuel Howlett are chosen Hogreeves 
for y° year Insuing voted 


Nat! Porter Zacheus Gould and Amos Dorman are Chosen 
a Committe to agree with Edmond Towne and Richard 
Towne about a strip of Common land which sd Townses Im- 
prove and make return of their doings to the Town voted 


- The officers above Named Chosen to serve the Town for 
y® year Insuing were all Sworn to the faithfull discharge of 
their Respective offices (Excepting John Curtis) on the : i 
day andon y® 13 day of March Currant before the Selectmen. 


Attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk for Topsfield 


At a Lawful Meeting of y® Inhabitants of the Town of 
Topsfield on March 28 1721 M* Daniel Clark Chosen mod- 
erator for said meeting voted 


Secondly. Nat! Porter and Zacheus Gould are Chosen to 
Prosecute the brakers of that Law Relating to horses going 
on y° Town Common voted 


3ly the Town agreed that hogs should go at Large 
from y® Last of October till the first of Aprill the year Insu- 
ing voted 

Boston April 17" 1721 Rec of m* Jesse Dorman Const: 
of Topsfield 

Twenty one Pounds Eight shillings & six pence in full 
for my ffather 

£ 21—8—6 Jer Allen Treas: r 

P Ja® Allen 
A true Copy attest Jacob Peabody Town Cler for Topsfield 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 89 


[223] Rec? of Jesse Dorman Constable for y° town of Tops- 
field by y® hands of Ensign Tim® Perkins the sum of seven 
Pounds Nine Shillings in full for y°sd Town for County Rate 
7 9 00 

Ipswich April 13 1721 P John Appleton County 

Treasu™ 


Reced the 9 day of ffebry 1720-21 of Jesse Dorman Con- 
stable of Topsfield the sum of three Pounds thirteen shilling 
and six pence 03 13 06 

in answer to an order from y® Selectmen of sd Town I say 
recived by us, 

Nath! Capen 
Jonathan Willds 


Jan’ ye 27 1720-21 Reci? of m*™ Jesse Dorman Constable 
the Sum of one pound four shillings that was alowed to me 
for making the Towns.Stocke. I say Rec? By me John Wilds 


Topsfield march 1: 1720-21 Recd of mr Jesse Dorman 
Constable of Topsfield the sum of two shillings w:ch sd Jesse 
was ordered to pay me out of the Town rate I say Rec? by 
me John Hovey 


Rec? This 2"! day of march 1720-21 of mr Jesse Dorman 
Constable of Topsfield the sum of four shillings in answer to 
an order from y® selectmen of st Town; I say Recived By 
ime Ivory Hovey 


The five Copyes above Entred are true attest Jacob Pea- 
body Town Cler 


We whose names are under written being Chosen by y® 
Town of Topsfield to run and Perambulate y° lines between 
y®° Common and y® Proprietors on y® Aprill: 1720. a Line 
run by m* Josiah Batcheller y° artist 

Begining at a great white oak Tree near to Tho*® Towns 
which is y® old bound and so easterly 6 rods down to y° 
medow sides and from y® afore sd white oak westerly: 40 
rods to a stake and a heap of stones and at 70: rodsa_ stake 
and heap of stones at 90: rods a stake and heap of stones 
at 110: rods a stake and a heap of stones at: 130: rodsa 
stake and a heap of stones at 150: rods a stake and a heap 
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of stones and so on: 27: rodstoa red oak Tree near to 
Michael Dwinells which is one of y® old bounds: a white 
oak tree marked between y® Red oak and y® Last heap of 
stones mentioned y® whole line on y side is: 183: rd6ds: 
by this line we finde y*Edmon Town has fenced in a strip 
of ye Common land. 


A True Copy attest Jacob Peabody Nath! Averill 
Town Clerk: John Howlett 
Nath! Porter 


The 7: day of Aprill: 1720: a line run by m® Josiah 
Bacheler the Artist from y® Red Oak, by Michael Dwinels: 
27: poles westerly a stake and a heap of stones, at: 47 Rods 
a stake and a heap of stones: at 67 Rods a stake and a heap 
of stones: at 87 rods a stake and a heap of stones at: 107 
' Rods a stake and a heap of stones at: 127: rods a stake 
anda heap of stones: at: 147: a stake and a heap of 
stones: at: 167: a stake and a heap of stones at: 207 a 
stake and a heap of stones: at: 227: astake & heap of stones 
at: 247: a stake and a heap of stones at 274: a stake and 
a heap of stones: at: 294: a stake and a heap of stones at: 
314: astake and a heap of stones at: 334: astake anda 
heap of stones at: 354: a stake and a heap of stones at 3.74: 
a stake and a heap of stones at: 394: a stake and a heap of 
Stones at: 414: a stake and a heap of stones at 434: Rods 
a stake and a heap of stones: at: 474: rods a stake anda 
heap of stones [224] And so: 20 Rods to the black oak by 
John Curtises: The whole line on y* side is: 494 Rods from 
the Red or black oak by John Curtecis ona strait line to uP 
Red oak by Michael Dwinels, We finde that Amos Dorman 
has fenced in a strip of the Common Land: and Jacob Towne 
has fenced in a piece of y° Comon land, and part of his barn 
stands on y° Common Land 

Nath! Averill 
John Howlett 
Nathaniel Porter 


A true Copy attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk for Tops- 
field 


Sein a NAS TSS AL 


ROE Meer peey a omeee heme Tous VW e abet nc. Jt aeeew es tee ere EOC 


a oe TI 


to Geon ‘Sat yD OTB imo ‘bot ony thera? ned  -bovte 


























inde to. eananne hangs 





a bat ne hha Te ‘igo we 


of wren aah see 
pe j Pawel eo ih 
tid o sebaned' blo *y tp o> Bi cial affon 


sabor 1 £6t pei bie ty ae soil “about we *y bs omoitasen ' 
write 8 ni bsoeel an ri owt ical ™ acetal isaadl 8 4 


linovA ‘dia’ bors vo dos vie spores eer out A 
ee oe a anor SR ae 


( ; a eat a ion 
a Pads 
dnieol im yd ain sol ws 1OGR! aaa io wh b i9 
} . ro a ee ae Li 
Pore yy i VERT OM DML) NEY, va if 


: HO host ye mov) dat A odd 19 soda 
aboot th rig anole to qaad a bag _ ane 6 whi oteow aplog : 


‘AN 8 PT ee 


sed # bos saeta ep. ebod (Ode : eonod tip nod s has slate a 

tO ‘te aenote LO sod b bie oaths ezhvort ve Ja ‘eonota ae 

exe & abo? TRS Ws emo io ives f tii get & dt 4 

 asod s bas aigta s 2th! ite tesmete to qeol se bas) 

& ROS t4e eenota to qnod se bes ocala By GOL ite seotode — ‘A 

RRO ‘ay qaod Bi ; | 2 ane Tae + ee. 5 ey one Te qpanel a | by a * oHese. 

bas olste se 2 28S os 2encie lo geod 6 Gos ovale ® + th ‘¢ a a 

‘ts eonola lo geod s bas odele & : pas te i kem@ode lo geod 8 

¢ bas ods 6. thee 138 eonote 10 qaod 6 brs siaie Bees) 

“Ate to gorrote lo qaod & bug oointe * TREE aR senrote lo. qaed 

io aod « brs ota 8 SHOE rae adnate to qued ® bas ovate s- 
OX opEb ie eonole 10 quo s 0 6 ome e 1 Rip ria eoaoe 


vd snO agald af ¢ of ehod Of 708 bat fees] avsiota to qaod 
mont ebod pop tei obie *y ao ontt sfotw oT tegen i 


bus oaete e abo nXp tinh seotote, le qene & bos sAsie ® 


ma! * 


et 4 onif tieve # mo 2in9MwD adol yd deo soald 10 bal ony 
nanemioC, eomA te a apen! “= aloniwil loadoiM ydiolso. bot. 
sawoT doonl brs rbusl sommod ont lo qiite s att boomet anit 
oind vid 16 tuaq baa -btel mor wpe *y to svsiq ao) heomol eed ‘ 

basil sneer Oy eo ease mi 


"wh ae 










ixev je ‘dasVI 


| ishwor nffol AN ben sie P hee nae 
satriod fain adie A CARS ene 


-agoT widaeh).e wot ybodaa 





SE ESE Oa LIT CC Sr 


OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. QI 


June. 27 day: 1720 We whose Names are under writen 
being Chosen and Impowered by y® Town of Topsfield to 
run Lines between y®© Common and the Proprietors we run a 
line between Lieut Tho* Baker and y® Comon: 12 foote from y® 
corner of the stone wall that goeth into float medow and from 
thence southerly about 80 Rods to a White oak with stones 
at it near the medow Commonly called ten acre medow and 
from thence about: 40 rods to a stake and a heap of stones 
and from thence southerly: 57 rods to a stake and a heap of 
stones and from thence about: 43 rods to astake and a heap 
of stones: and from thence Southerly about 43 Rods toa 
stake and a heap of stones and from thence about: 60 Rods 
to a white oak Tree marked and from thence about: 84 rods 
to a black oak tree marked near bare hill plain 

Nath!" Averill 
John Howlett 
Nathaniel Porter 


A True Copy attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


Perambulation on the Bounds between Salem and Tops- 
field: and were impowered by y® Selectmen of Each Town: 
whereas the Subscribers have Perambulated as may appear 
viz: Beginning at a Red oak Tree with a heap of stones at 
it Commonly called Crumwels Rock near the River, from 
thence to a heap of stones between Three white oak Trees 
by a great ash Swamp, then to a heap of Stones near Nich- 
ollas Brook, Then to a Dry tree with a heap of Stones at it 
near y° head of Smiths meadow, then to a croocked Black 
oak tree near Wheel Brook, and then to a white oak tree 
with stones at near Wenham highway or causway: we have 
renewed all the above written bounds by casting more stones 
lo Each Bound: as witness our hands 

Dated April 1797” 1721 


A True Copy attest Jacob Peabody James Houlton 
Town Clerk: for Topsfield Daniel Epes 


Topsfield May: 4—1721 By vertue of a warrant from y® 
Clerk of y® Superiour Court all y® freeholders and other In- 
habitants Qualified according to Law for voting in our town 
are required to meet here at the meeting house next Wens- 
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day at three a Clock in y® afternoon to chuse three good and 
Lawful men Each Whercof to have a real Estate of fourty 
_ shillings per annom or other Estate Worth fifty pounds Star- 
ling: one to serve on y® grand Jury and two to serve on ye 
Jury of Tryals 
Joseph Robinson Constable 


At a Lawfull meeting of ye Town of Topsfield on y® roth 
_ day of May 1721 Capt Tobijah Perkins was Chosen to Serve 

on y® grand jury and Ensigne John Gould & m* Daniel Clark 
are Chosen to serve on y® Jury of Tryals at the next Supe- 


riour Court to be holden at Ipswich on the third tusday of 


May Instant voted 


Received of Constable Jesse Dorman five pounds and ten 
Shillings in full of that money that was ordered him to pay 


to me for my being at the general Court Last year I say re- 
ceived by me Tobijah Perkins 


Dated the 11 of May 1721 


A true Copy attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


[225] The freeholders & other Inhabitants of y° Town of 
Topsfield such as are Quallified according to Law for Voting 
are hereby notified and warned to meet here at y° meeting house 
in Topsfield on munday next which will be y° fiveteenth day 
of this Instant may at two of y® Clock in the afternoon, 1* to 

Chuse a Representative. 2’ to see if y© town will Justifie the 
Selectmen in their not Perambulating or renewing the bounds 
between Towns Topsfield & Boxford as y° law directs or 
consider of some other way & act as the Town shall see 
cause in y* regard. 3ly: to Chuse a Committee to Receive 
the Loan money that shall fall to y® share of our Town of 
Topsfield & to agree upon some method for y® disposing or 
Improving the same as the Town shall see cause: also to 
alow bills of charge attest y° Selectmen of Topsfield 

dated y°® 9 May 1721 Thomas Gould 

Thomas Baker 


Amos Dorman 
Joseph Robinson Constable 


Ata Legal meeting of y° Inhabitants of the Town of Tops- 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 93 


ficld on May 15% 1721 Dea® Daniel Redington is Chosen 
Moderator for this meeting voted 


m® Nath! Porter is Chosen to Represent the Town at y° 
generall Court voted 


The Town agreed to send for our towns part of y® fifty 
thousand pounds in bills of Creditt according to an act 
made & passed at y® general Court in March 1720 voted 


Lieut Joseph Gould, Lieut Tho® Baker, & Serg* John How- 
lett are Chosen Trustees to Receive y® said money in behalf 
of ye Town; and said Trustees shall Let out sd money at four 
per cent: per annum and not to let above twenty pounds nor 
under five Pounds of sd money to any person whatsoever ; 
and take such security as y° Law Directs: and Shall not let 
out any of sd money to any out Towns person. and also y® 
said Trustees shall keep no more ofsd money for their own 
perticuler use then is allowed to any other person. and shall 
render an account to y® town of their proceeding in y* mat- 
ter annually as the Law Directs voted 


the Town agreed to stand by and bear out y® Selectmen 
in what they have done relating to Renewing bounds with 
boxford this year voted 


the Town ordered y® Selectmen to draw three pounds 
twelve shillings out of the Town Treasury for Cap* Tobijah 
Perkins vated 


Mr’ Isaac Peabody mr John Hovey & mr Daniel Clark are 
chosen a Committee to see if Boxford will Joyn with them to 
Petition to y® general Court to throw up the Resolve of said 
Court relating to the line between Topsfield and Boxford 
3 voted 


Topsfield April: 24%: 1721 We the Subscribers were ap- 
pointed by y® Selectmen of Topsfield to meet the Selectmen 
of Boxford to perambulate and renew bounds we did accord- 
ingly meet at Capt Perleys and went and renewed all y°® 
bounds we could find with them Elisha Perkins 

A True Copy attest Jacob Peabody Daniel Clark 

town Clerk | 
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Topsfield May rot 1721 
By vertue of a precept from Colo: Denison Sheriff The 
Inhabitants of this Town Qualified acording to Law for Vot. 


ing. you are notified & warned to meet here at the meeting. 


house next Tuseday which will be y® 23 day of this instant 

May at Eleven of the Clock in forenoon to Chuse a Represen- 

tative to Serve at the great & general Court at Boston Thomni- 

as Gould Amos Dorman Thos Baker Selectmen of Topsfield 
Joseph Robinson Constable 


[226] Ata Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield on s 23: 
day of May 1721 Cap* Tobijah Perkins is Chosen Represen- 


tative for y® town for y® year Ensuing voted 


We whose Names are under written being appointed by 
the Selectmen of our Severall Towns: viz, Wenham and 
Topsfield to Renew and Perambulate bounds between our 
Respective towns, as the Law Directs, have according At- 
tended Said Service, and have renewed the bounds from A 
heap of stones Near to M™ Porters Meadow, according to a 
Settlement in: 1682: about 15 or 16 Pole Southerly from 
y® white Oak Tree the Corner bounds between Salem and 
Topsfield. to y® plump of maples near Charles gotts meadow 
and so as the Brook Runs by a maple Stube by the way 
going over into the meadow to a stake and heap of stones in 
y® Brook from thence to the Southeasterly Corner of Pig- 
dens meadow to a stake and a heap of stones and so to the 


river according to y® settlement in the year 1694. Which 
bounds we do agree unto 


as Wittness our hands 


John How i Samuel Kimball pik 
Jacob Town TGpshield T ho® Tarbox Pte, ell 
John Curtis Daniel ffisk 


May y® 23: 1721 
A true Copy as attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


Received of m* Jesse Dorman Constable of Topsfield 
Eight Shillings we say received by us Ephraim Willds 
March 7 1720-21 Joseph gould 


March 7 1721 Received of Constable Dorman Eighteen 
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shillings in money for sweeping of the meeting house I say 
Received by me William Averill 

Received of m™ Jesse Dorman Constable of Tops? one shil- 
ling ordered by the Selectmen to me Simon Bradstreet 

ffeb'’ 20% 1720-21, Received of m™ Jesse Dorman Consta- 
ble of topsfield two shillings in money which the Selectmen 
ordered him to pay to me 

I say Received by me Jacob Peabody 


These four receipts last Entred are true copies attest Jacob 
Peabody town Cler 


The freeholders and other inhabitants of this town such as 
are Qualified According to Law for Voting are hereby noti- 
fied to meet here at y® meeting house in Topsfield on Tuse- 
day y® Eighth day of this Instant August: at two of y® Clock 
in the afternoon 

I to Chuse a Representative: 2 to see if the Town will 
give Liberty for y® Erecting of a Seat at Each End of the 

ulpit. 
i = August y° 1: 1721 Amos Dorman )Selectmen 

Joseph Robinson Constable Thoma Gould of 

Thomas Baker Topsfield 


Ata Legal meeting of y® inhabitants of Topsfield August 
88 1721 Capt Tobijah Perkins was chosen Representative 


[227] Ata Lawfull meeting of y® Inhabitance of y* town of 
Topsfield on September 12** 1721 Nat" Averill and Ensigne 
Timothy Perkins were chosen to Serve on y® Jury of Tryals 
at y® next Inferiour Court to be holden at Newbury voted 


At a Legal meeting of y° Inhabitan of y® town of Tops- 
field on October 10 1721 Ephraim Willdes and Jacob Towne 
were Chosen to serve on y® grand Jury and Nat! Porter is 
Chosen to Serve on y® Jury of Tryals at the next Superiour 
Court to be holden at Salem voted 


There being nothing done nor to be done but Jurymen 
to be Chosen the two last meetings Therefore y® notifica- 
tion was not Entered. 


The freeholders and other inhabitants of this Town such 
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as are Qualified according to Law for voting are hereby 
notified & warned to meet here at y° meeting house in Tops- 
field next teusday Come fourtnight at two of y® Clock in the 
afternoon which will be the Seventh day of November next: 
1%t: To alow bills of Charge 
2¥ To See if y° town will Pass a vote for the preventing 
of any Peson Coming into town to be a Town Charge 


Topsfield Octobe’ y® 23: 1721 Tho: Baker 
in y® name of the Select 
Joseph Robinson Constable men of Topsfield 


Att a Legal meeting of y® Inhabitants of y° Town of Tops- 
field on y® 7 of November 1721 
the Town alowed to Capt How 2 shillings for perambulat- 
ing with Wenham 
The Town alowed to Jacob Perkins 16 shillings for mend- 
ing y® meeting house glass this year voted 00-16-00 
the Town alowed Nat’ Capen 9*-64 for work iron and oyl 
& Spanish Brown to fit up the meeting house vein 
voted 00~-9-06 
the Town alowed to William Averill 18 shillings for swep- 
ing y© meeting house voted 18-00 
the Town alowed to Qu: master Ephraim Wilds & Amos 
Dorman for perambulating with Salem Last Spring 
voted 00-04-00 
the Town alowed to Elisha Perkins & Daniel Clark for 
going to Perambulate with Boxford this year voted 00-04-00 
y° Town alowed to Thomas gould & Ivory Hovey 4 shill- 
ings for Perambulating with Ipswich this year 
voted 00-04-00 
The Town alowed to Jacob Town & John Curtis one shill- 
ing & six pence to each for perambulating with Wenham 
voted 00-03-00 
the town alowed to m™ Capen Eighty pound in Passable 
money for his work inthe ministry this year voted 80-00-00 
the Town gave the Selectmen power to alow Capt Tobijah 
Perkins his Lawful Demands for serving y® town at the gen- 
eral Court this year voted 
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Ipswich November y® 6th 1721 
Wee the subscribers being appointed by y® Town of Ips- 
wich & Topsfield to perambulate y° Line between said towns 
have accordingly met & perambulated [228] the Line & re- 
newed the marks & bounds between said Towns by throwing 
Each of us a stone at y® siveral trees on y® sd bounds Which 
Wee find to be agreeable to & exact with the antient bound 
formerly settled as Witness our hands 
Thos gould Nat! Hart 
Ivory Hovey John Kimball 
Entred P Jacob Peabody Town Cler 


Recevid of m*™ Jesse Dorman as Constable for Topsfield 
for y© year 1720 y® full of what was Committed to him to 
Collect for my use & for y® year aforesaid I say Received y® 
full as afores: d this 16" Jan™: 1721-2 per me 

Joseph Capen 

A true Copy: Entered by Order of Selectmen 

Jacob Peabody Town Clr 


Boston May 24 1720. 
Rec:d of mr Simon Bradstreet constable of Topsfield P 
m* Tobijah Perkins Fourteen pounds, six shillings and six 
_ pence in full For my ffather Jer Allen Treasurer 
P Ja® Allen 
£ 14-6-0 
Rec:d of m™ Simon Bradstreet late Constable of Topsfield 
the sum of two pounds ten shillings and six pence which 
with other Receipts is in full of all that was due to meas 
Town Treasurer 
I say Rec:d this 23? day of Novem™ 1721 per me 
John Gould Town Treas* 
the two Copies Last Entred are true Copies attest Ja Pea- 
body Town Cler 


To M* Joseph Robinson Constable of Topsfield greeting 
&c you are hereby Required in his Majesis Name: forth- 
with to warn the freeholders and other inhabitance of Tops- 
field, on y® north side of y® River; Qualified as y® Law Di- 
rects for Voting in the perticulers hereafter named to meet 
at y° meeting house in Topsfield on y® first Tuseday of march 
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next after the date hereof at Eight of the Clock in the morn- 
ing on sd day 
Ist to Choose Town officers as the Law Directs - 
2ly to Chuse Men to reckon with Mr Ephraim Willds 
and Mr Daniel Clark they having money in their hands to 
be Disposed of by the Town. 
3ly to Choose a County Treasurer. 4thly to see if the 
Town will agree that the Proprietors shall Divide all the un- 
divided Common Land in Topsf* according to the rule they 
have already Voted to Divide by: with this addition; viz 
with adding Poll money, for one Poll to Each freehold ac- 
cording as they have paid to them Rats which the proprie- 
tors agreed to Divid by 
Dat: Topsfield ffeb: 19% 1721-2 
Amos Dorman } Galeeinice 
Thomas Gould | ~~ 
Ivory Hovey T iol 
Thomas Baker J taps 
Essex Topsfield march 6 1721-2 
By Vertue of this warrant I have warned the Inhabitance 
of Topsfield on the north side of y® river to meet according 
to time & place within mentioned 


Joseph Robinson Constable 


[229] Ata Lawfull and annual Town meeting of Inhab- 
itants of Topsfield being Leagally warned and convened 
together on March y* 6: 1721-2 

M* Isaac Peabody is Chosen Moderator for said meeting 

voted 

Jacob Peabody is Chosen Town Clerk for y® year En- 
suing and sworn voted 

Thomas Dwinel and David Baultch are Chosen Constables 
for y® year Ensuing voted 

Serg’ Jn° Howlett mr Isaac Peabody Lieut Tho Baker Jn° 
Nichols and Qu:master Ephraim Willds are Chosen Select- 
men for the year Ensuing voted 

Serg* Ivory Hovey Capt Tho® Robinson and Timothy 
Perkins Sen” are chosen tythingmen for the year Ensuing 

voted 

Serg' Amos Dorman is Chosen Sealer of Leather for y° 
year Ensuing voted 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 99 


Tobijah Perkins Jacob Estey Eben” Nicholls and mr Simon 
Bradstreet are Chosen Sirveyors of highways for the year 


Ensuing voted 
Samuel Howlet Jacob Dorman and Jn® Curtis are Chosen 
fence viewers for the year Ensuing voted 


the Town agreed that y® Proprietors shall divide all y® un- 
divided Common Land in Topsfield: according to the 
Rules, that the s:d proprietors have already agreed to 


divide by voted 
Jesse Dorman and Joseph Andrew are Chosen hogreeves 
for y® year Ensuing voted 


the Town agreed that the present Selectmen shall Reckon 
with Mr Ephraim Willds and mr Daniel Clark: and Re- 
ceive the towns money: they have in their hands for the 
Towns Use voted 

Sergt John Howlett and Nath! Borman are Chosen to serve 
on the Jury of Tryals and Tho: gould is Chosen to serve 
on y® grand Jury at the next Inferiour Court to be holden at 
Ipswich voted 

Jn° Curtis is Chosen Schoolmaster and accepted for the 
year Ensuing voted 

Lastly the Town agreed to give John Curtis one pound 
for being Schoolmaster the year ensuing voted 

The above named Selectmen, Constables, Tythingmen, 
Sealler of Leather and Surveyers of highway, fence viewers, 
and Hogreeves did all take the oath belonging to their Kespec- 
tive offices before the Selectmen and Town Cleik on y® sixth 
day & on y® nineth day of march. 1721-2 

Attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


The freeholders and other Inhabitants of Topsfield such 
as are Leagally Quallified for Voting are hereby Notified and 
warned to meet here at y® meeting house in Topsfield on 
friday next at three of the Clock in y® Afternoon which will 
be the Twenty third day of this Instant: To see if the Town 
will. give Liberty for swine to go at Large according as the 
Law gives Liberty 

Tops:4 March y® 16: 1721-2 
Isaac Peabody 
Ephraim | 2 shatbeiats 


John Howlett of 


David Baltch ; 
The Baker Peperele 


Constable ‘ of Topsfield 
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100 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


At a Lawful town meeting in topsfield march 23) rye 1-2 
The town gave Liberty for swine to go at Large within 


the bounds of Topsfield for y® year following according as 
the Law gives Liberty 


voted 

[230] The freeholders and other inhabitance of this 
Town such asare Leagally Quallified according to Law for vot- 
ing: are hereby Notified & warned to meet here at the meeting 
house in Topsfield on fryday next at two of y® Clock in 
the afternoon, which will be the Eleventh Day of this In- 
stant m° 

1 To Choose a Representative: to serve for: & represent 
This Town in a great and generall Court: in Boston: 2° To 
Choose three good and Lawfull Men One to Serve on the 
grandiury and two on the Jury of Tryals at ye 
Court of Judicature to be holden at Ipswich f 
Essex Tops:4 May y® 4: 1722 


next Superior 
or y® Court of 
Thomas Baker 


by order of the Selectmen of 
David Balch Constable of Topsfield Topsfield 


At a Leagall Town meeting in Topsfield on May 11% 1722. 
Cap* John How was Chose moderator for sd meeting 
voted 

Mr Daniel Clark is Chosen to represent the Town at the 
general Court the next sessions voted 
Qu: master Ephraim Willds is Chosen to Serve on the 
grand Jury voted and Jacob Dorman & Jacob Robinson are 


Chosen to Serve on the Jury of Trials at the Next Superiour 


Court to be holden at Ipswich voted 


At a Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield September: r4th 
1722 Jacob Estey & Joseph Knight are Chosen to serve on 


the Jury of Tryals at the next Inferiour Court to be holden. 
at Newbery voted 


Boston June 7% 1722 


Rec? of m™ Michaell Dwinell Const® of Topsfield P mt‘ 
Daniel Clark Nine Pounds seven shill:s & Eleven pence in full 
ffor my ffather Jer Allen Treasu® 


P Ja® Allen 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 10! 


Rec! of Michael Dwinell Constable for Topsf* three pound 
four shillings six pence for the County Rate by me John 
Appleton July 5 1722 


Topsf? March y® 6 1721 or 2 
Then Rec? of m* Michael Dwinell Constable for topsfi¢ the 
sum of two Pounds five Shillings I say Rec’ by me for my 
ffather m™ Tobijah Perkins 
by order of the Selectmen Tobijah Perkins Jun" 
The three receipts Last Entered are true Copies attest 
Ja: Peabody Town Cle: 


The freeholders and other inhabitants of this Town such 
as are Leagally Quallified according to Law for voting are 
hereby Notified & warned to Meet here at y® meeting house 
in Topsf? on y® next Tuseday Comfortnight at twelve of y® 
Clock on sd day: which will be the Sixteenth Day of Octo- 
ber next Ensuing y® date hereof: first to allow Bills of 
Charge 

2ly to see if y° town will add nine pound to m™ Capens 
Sallary as formerly 

3ly To see if y° Town will accept & confirm by a vote the 
Proprietors Divisions of the Common Lands in Topsfield 

4ly as also To Confirm the Exchange of the Parsonage. 

Topsf? September y® 28: 1722 David Balch Constable of 
Topsfield Tomas Baker by: Order of y® Selectmen of 
Topsfield. 

[231] Examined and Entred by me Jacob Peaboby 
Town Clerk for Topsfield 


At a Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield being Leagally 
warned and convened together on y® 16™ of October 1722 | 
Dec Daniel Redington is Chosen Moderator for the meet- 


ing : voted 
the town Allowed to Capt Tobijah Perkins four pound for 
serving at y® general Court voted 


the town Allowed seven shillings to Mary Averill, widow 
of William Averili Deceased for his sweeping the meeting 
house about four months before he died voted 00 07 00 
the town Allowed to Samuel Howlet seven shillings for 
sweeping the mecting [house] from y® fifteenth of July till 
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102 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


this time—and two shillings & six pence for mending y® Lock 
of the meeting house Door & for mending the hinges of y® 
Pound gate voted 09 6 

the town Allowed Nine pound to add to m™ Capens sallary 
to make the Whole Sum Eighty pounds for this year voted 

The Town allowed two shillings to Thomas gould which 
sd gould paid to Mt Capen for Isaac Comings Jn™ of Ipswich 
he being rated so much and refusing to pay it voted 0 2 0 

The Town did accept of and confirm by a vote the Pro- 
prietors Devisions of the Common Lands in Topsfield to- 
gether with y* sale of y® Land made by the Proprietors 
Committee for the defraying of the Charges of sd Divisions, 
that so the Purchassors, and Each Proprietor, May hence 
forth and forever, hereafter injoy their Lotts; of sd Sale, 
& Divisions; according to the butts, and bounds thereof: 
Made by the Proprietors Committe, to each Proprietor, & 
purchassor, according to the return of the Proprietors 
Committe in the Proprietors Book of Records in Topsfield 


voted 


Daniel Clark William Town Jacob Town Joseph Town 
& Edmond Town and Joshua Town & Amos Dorman & 
Thomas Dwinel all Entred their Contrary Decents, to y° 
Last Vote above Entered 

The Town accepted & confirmed by a vote. the Exchange 
of the Parsonage Lands in Topsfield according to the bounds 


thereof as it is returned in y® Proprietors Book of Records 
in Topsfield voted 


The freeholders & other Inhabitants of y® Town of Tops- 
field Duly Quallified for voting are hereby Notified to meet 
here at y° meeting house in Topsfield on Tuseday next it 
being y® Eleventh Day of this Instant Decem™ at one of the 
Clock in the after noon 

To see what y® Town will see cause to Do or how to Dis- 
pose of the interest of the Loan money of said Town: 
Which is now in the Trustees hands | 

To allow Bills of Charge also to act upon anything that 
y® town shall then see cause 

Topsf? Decem® y® 8 1722 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 103 


David Balch Constable of Topsfield Thomas Baker P or- 
der & in y°name of y® Selectmen of Topsf* 
A true Copy attest Ja: Peabody T Clerk 


At A Lawfull Town Meeting in Topsfield: Decem:* y* 
ao. 1722 
M: Isaac Peabody is Chosen moderator for sd meeting 


voted 
The Town agreed that y® Last years interest of the Towns 
Loan money shall go to pay the Towns Debts voted 


The town allowed to Lieut Joseph gould for fetching y® 
Towns money from Boston in the year 1721 ten shillings 
voted 00 IO 00 


The Town allowed two shillings six pence to m™ Elisha 
Perkins for the Iron Staples and bolt which is in the meeting 
house Door voted 00 02 06 

[232] Wee the Subscribers being Desired by the Neigh- 
bours of M? John Nickols to Lay Out and turn y® highway 
as it goes up M* John Nickols hill, and both Parties with the 
Selectmen, have agreed as followeth: Beginning ata white 
oak tree about four Rods from the Bridge, so from y® white 
oak tree, two rods sowwest and so from y® East Side of the 
old Road two Rods sowwest: so as the Road runs to a Rock 
by y® road sowwest. So running ona strait Line on that 
corse to a Rock about one pole from A great flat Rock on 
y® south side of y® way and from that Rock two pole East 

Ephraim Willds 

Tops: June ye 27 1722 Thomas Baker 

A True Copy of the return attest John Howlett 

Jac> Peabody Town Clerk 


Ata Lawfull Town meeting of y® Inhabitance of the Town 
of Topsfield on y® 24 Day of Jan’ 1722-3 

The Town allowed to v° Revered M* Joseph Capen three 
shillings per week for keeping y® widow Mary Averill from 
the fifteenth Day of July Last till this present time voted 

The ffreeholders and other Inhabitants of y® Town of 
Topsf:d Duly Quallified as y® Law Directs for voting: 
are hereby notified & warned to meet here at y® meet- 
ing house in Topsfield: on y® first Tuseday In March next 
Ensuing, at Eight of ye Clock on said Day which will be 
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y® next Tuseday Come seven night. tly To Chuse Town 


officers as y® Law Directs. 

2ly To Choose jurymen for Ipswich Court. 

3ly To see if y* Town will agree upon any way or meth- 
od: how they may make improvement of y® Parsonage Land 
in Topsfield or Lay Restriction that no wood be cut theiron: 
nor Rocks Carried off 

4ly To see if y° Town will answer any Petition yt may 
be offer? at sd meeting also to act upon any other thing or 
things y* may then be thought needfull 

Ephraim Willds ) Select- 

Topsfi? ffebr¥ y® 23 1722-23 John Howlett fren of 
David Balch Constable of Topsfield Tho: Baker Topsf? 


At A Lawfull & annual Town meeting of y® Inhabitants of 
Topsfield March fift 1772-3 first Dec™ John Howlett is Chos- 
en moderator for s:d meeting voted 

Jacob Peabody is Chosen Town Clerk for y® year Ensuing 

voted 

Corp! Jacob Robinson & Benj" Knight are Chosen Con- 
stables for y® year ensuing voted 

Corp! Nath" Borman Dea Jn° Howlett Thomas gould Eli- 
sha Putnam and Jacob Peabody are Chosen Selectmen for 
y® year Ensuing voted 

John Hovey Edward Putnam & David Balch are Chosen 
Tythingmen for y® year ensuing voted 

Serg' Amos Dorman is Chosen Sealer of Leather for y® 
year Ensuing voted 

Joseph Andrew Jacob Dorman Tho* Dwinel & francis 
Peabody are Chosen Surveyers of highways for yor year 
Ensuing voted 

Clerk Elisha Perkins Corp: Joseph Town & Lieut Tho: 
Baker are Chosen fence viewers for ye year Ensving voted 

[233] Sergt Ivory hovey is Chosen to serve on y® grand 
jury for y® year ensuing and Benj Town & John Willds is 
Chosen to serve on y® jury of tryals at ye next inferiour 
Court to be holden at Ipswich voted 

The Town agreed that no parson shall cut down any tree 
or trees that are growing or standing on y® Parsonage Land 
in Topsfield: under y® pennalty of y° Law in Case of such 
Trespass on any proprietors Land voted 
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THE SALT MARSHES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 


COAST. 


BY HENRY FOLLANSBEE LONG. 


In the latter part of April in the year 1614, Capt. John 
Smith sailed along the shores of Massachusetts Bay, and 
in his description of the place now known as Ipswich he 
relates, “ On the Exst is an Isle of two or three leagues in 
length, the one halfe plaine marish ground, fit for pasture, 
or salt ponds,”* thereby showing a familiarity with the 
utility of the salt marshes of New England. Many of 


those who settled near Ipswich came from the east coast. 


of England where stil! exist the extensive marshes and 


“broads” of Norfolk and Essex. The early settlers nat-. 


urally brought with them the customs of Old England, 


and probably at the very frst used the marshes for pas- 


turing, as we learn that in their former homes across the 
sea some marshes were not allowed to be cut, ‘*for it is 


justly supposed to be very hurtful to such valuable bul- 


lock lands,” and further, “it has been observed that 
horses and black eattle thrive better, and flesh and fat 
sooner in salt marshes than in fresh water meadows. or 


*This refers to the Plum Island marshes lying between the Ipswich river and 
the Merrimac, and now haying an area of about 12,500 acres. This system of 
marshes is perhaps the largest of any existing north of Long Island Sound, and 
when connected with the marine swamps lying about the Hampton river on the 
north, and those about the Ipswich and Essex rivers on the south, the total area, 
amounting in ali to over 20,000 acres, is greater than any other of the northern 
salt marshes. A monograph by Prof. N. $. Shaler, describing these seacoast 
swawips, both gevlosically and economically, may be found in the 6th Annual 

teportof the sy nited States Geological Survey (1884-5), pages 363-398. 
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upland pastures, though the reason of it has never been 
fully assigned. But according to some, it is supposed 
that the air of the sea whets their appetites.” 

But these marshes were valuable to the settlers not 
only for fodder, but for the long thatch which was used 
to cover the rude dwellings of that time, for in spite of 
the fact that as early as 1631, Governor Dudley forbade 
any man building a wooden chimney or thatching his roof, 
up to 1690 one-story houses were nearly all thatched. It 
was usual for towns to set aside certain lots lying between 
the salt marsh and low water mark, where thatch grew, 
for the purpose of supplying the roofs of the cottages, and 
up to the year 1660 the dwellings were largely of this 
sort, with catted wooden chimneys. ‘These wooden chim- 
neys were lined with clay, daubed to the very top, 
though the labor of claying the top was quite difficult. 
This combination of wooden chimney and thatched roof 
did not promise well for a community without ample fire 
protection, and the result was that in 1642 some towns 
made a law that all houses of this construction should 
have a ladder in readiness, in case of fire. It was not 
uncommon for the splinters at the top of the chimneys to 
catch fire and the sparks to drop on to the thatch and 
then of course the flames would soon destroy the house. 
In the Court Records appears the case of a woman servant 
at Ipswich accused of setting fire to one of these dwell- 
ings, and in answering the charge she said that being at 
home alone, and the cows having got into the corn, she 
took hold of the thatch to pull herself up to look around 
to locate them, and in doing so she upset her pipe and the 
thatch caught fire. 

In the Colonial Laws, under date of October 17, 1649, 
it is recorded that, “the inhabitants of a towne wthin this 
jurisdiction, at their first siting downe did gentally agree 
to set apart a certeine p'cell of land, to the value of about 
20 acres lying between the salt marsh and the low water 
marke, for the use of the whole towne, to be impved for 
thatch4 houses, the want whereof is very preiuditiall to the 
towne, since w*" time this honored Genurall Co*te, by an 
order of theirs, haue made all the lands to low water 
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marke to be the proprietors of the land joyning there 
vnto ; the aforesaid inhabitants, not being able to resolue 
themselues, humbly desire the resolution of this honnoured 
Court, wer the orde™ of the Court make voyd the pre- 
ceding towne order. The Court doth conceive the Courts 
order doth not disanull the order of the towne preceding 
it.’ The result of this action is shown by Joseph B. Felt 
in his History of Ipswich, when he notes under date of 
1668, that “the poorer sort of inhabitants having been 
restricted in the use of what they considered common 
lands, they are prevented from getting thatch to cover 
their houses, and to serve for fodder.” Again, under date 
of May 19, 1669, in the Colonial Laws, we find that, “In 
ans’ to the petitions of the inhabitants of Ipswich and 
Gloucester exhibited to this Court in relation to Thatch 
Banks, etc., the court judgeth it meete to declare that not- 
withstanding the lawe about priuledge to low water marke 
one hundred rods, yet, when townes doe not grant their 
Jands to the riuers, but otherwise bound mens Teale that 
lye by the riuerside there, they have not liberty to clayme 
further right by the sayd lawe, though where no such 
bounds were sett, or reserves made in grants, the Court 
declares that the say’d lawe must take place and doeth 
eleerely determine the case, it remaining w™ the Court to 
consider the lawe as they see cause.” 

Although the use of thatch for roofing has long since 
disappeared in this country, the thatching of roofs with 
rye and similar growths is very common in Great Britain 
and Europe to- day. An article in a magazine of recent 
date speaks of the “varied beauties of ‘thatch ” and of 
the “thatch encircling the little dormer windows and the 
beautiful curves of the roof, and the exquisite finish of 
the roof ridge, the most critical point of the whole.” Just 
how the earlier settlers thatched their roofs the records 
fail to show, merely mentioning the value of “ thatching 
tools.” The practice in Great Britain of late years has 
been as follows, and probably the earlier method in this 
country was very much the same: the roofs of the dwell- 
ings had boards, slats, or strips of wood laid across the 
rafters. The thatch, after being mowed, was gathered by 
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hand into a bunch about six inches thick, and two or 
three strands of grass were taken to tie the whole bunch 
together. These bunches were laid along the roof just 
over the eaves, and were held in place with a short willow 
stick sharpened at both ends and stuck under the slats, 
then carried over the bundle of thatch and stuck under 
the next slat, thus holding the bundle of thatch firmly in 
place. These bundles of thatch were piled about six or 
eight bunches deep, and attached to each other by means 
of these willow sticks. The loose ends extending over the 
edge of the roof were sheared off to about four inches 
from the eaves, leaving just enough overlay to carry the 
rain water clear of the house, and yet make the roof look 
neat. The next bunches were not only wound tightly to- 
gether in the centre, but the ends, cut even, were wound 
as tightly as it was possible. A long dull-pointed tool 
was used to make a hole in the first layer of thatch, and 
the tightly wound end of the next bunch was jammed 
into the space made by this implement. The process, 
from eaves to the ridgepole, was exactly the same, and 
similar to the present method of laying shingles. The 
ridge of a roof was not thatched, but a layer of sod was 
placed so that the ridge was covered, and also some por- 
tion of the roof near the ridge. , 

At first glance the salt meadows appear rather monot- 
onous. Pale yellow and muddy brown seem to be the 
only noticeable tints in the straw-colored waste. But a 
closer scrutiny will reveal a remarkable variety of color 
effects. The areas of different grasses are often acres in 
extent, so that the tints, shading from the lightest pea 
green of the thinner sedges to the blue green of the 
rushes, and the deep emerald green of the hay 
grass, merge across their broad bands into perfect har- 
mony. Some one has said that ‘there is no bank of vio- 
lets stealing and giving half so sweet an odor to my nos- 
trils, outraged by a winter of city smells, as the salty, 
spray-laden breath of the marsh. It seems fairly to line 
the lungs with ozone. I know how grass-fed cattle feel 
at the smell of salt.” Our Essex County poct, John 
Greenleaf Whittier, must have had a somewhat similar 
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feeling when he wrote in his “Snow Bound” of the 
marshes, with the very breath of the marsh in every line. 


‘‘ Where Salisbury’s level marshes spread 
Mile wide as flies the laden bee; 

Where merry mowers, hale and strong, 
Swept, scythe on scythe, their swaths along 
The low green prairies of the sea.” 


And is there in Massachusetts a landscape or a touch 
of Nature’s hand that carries the mind so far toward the 
ereative period of the earth as to stand in the midst of the 
salt marsh when the flush of twilight steals over its straw- 
colored desolation. Itis as if our eyes opened for the 
first time upon the struggle of darkness with light; as if 
chaos ruled again and the drama of evolution had to be 


created anew, for the salt meadows, with their lagoons and ° 


pools of standing water, are the last remnants of the sea 
which once covered them entirely. 

September 23 and 26, 1661, all the marsh land in New- 
bury, bordering on Plum Island river, was divided among 
the frecholders of the town. The first division extended 
from Rowley bounds to Sandy beach, “in lots of four acres 
each . . . and the second division . . . from four to ten 
acres each, ... beginning at the upland next Merri- 
mack Barre and extending to Sandy Beach, . . . also the 
marsh land in the neck over the Great River . . . of five 
acres each.” 

In Gage’s History of Rowley, under date of 1667, we 
read that “ Hog Island marshes were divided and laid out 
to the following persons . . . The Hog Islands were re- 
served for the use of the Indians for planting, etc.; other 
Salt marshes had been previously divided.” 

In the year 1665 there was a division made of 800 
acres of marsh and upland in Ipswich, beginning at the 
end of Plum Island toward Rowley. In the same year 
lots were assigned on Castle Neck and Wigwam Hill. 
This included only a portion of the marshes, and it may 
be that the marshes elsewhere were included in the up- 
land grants near by. 

In the very early days the settlers went to marsh on 
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horseback, loading the tools and food on the horse’s back 
as well. When two or three went it was customary for 
them to take turns in riding the animal. One would ride 
ahead for a distance and tie the horse and continue on 
foot. The next man reaching the horse would ride ona 
distance beyond where the first was walking and hitch as 
before, and so continue on foot. As the early roads or 
trails were almost impassable for the rude carts they had 
in those days, it is more than likely they brought the hay 
home in winter on sleds. Ata later date, when the two- 
wheel chaise came into use, the custom of going to mars! 
was similar, save that the tools were loaded into the chaise 
with two men, and they drove the horse some distance, 
and after tying, proceeded on foot. Tradition says that 
this custom was very common in Topsfield, and that it was 
usual for the first hitch to be made at Gravelly Brook, the 
town line between Topsfield and Ipswich, and then always 
spoken of as the “half way place.” The labor on the 
marsh was severe, and it is told of one Topsfield farmer 
in those days, who arose at the hour of one and walked to 
the marsh with his scythe and food and other small things 
strapped to his shoulders, that having done a day’s work 
and walking homeward, when he reached the last bill on 
his return trip, though the weather was cold, he would as 
quickly lie down by the roadside and sleep for the rest of 
the night as to go a mile farther. An elderly man has 
recently said that “marsh work was one way to kill a 
man.” Yet the meeting of neighbors and the friendly 
rivalry between men made the work on the marsh a wel- 
comed change from the daily routine on the farm. 

The manner of cutting and curing the hay in those 
early days probably was not unlike that followed in more 
recent times. Owing to the long and severe New England 
. winter, if was very necessary to be well supplied with hay 
for the live stock, and as sufficient English hay would be 
very costly, the farmers used a large amount of salt hay. 
Formerly the products of the salt marshes were not for- 
gotten by the coast dwellers of Massachusetts in their an- 
nual acknowledgment of blessings bestowed by Provi- 
dence, when thanks were returned upon the day which is 
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now one of national observance. Joseph B. Felt, in his 
History of Ipswich, written in 1886, says, “ Large quan- 
tities of salt hay are obtained from the marshes. It is 
healthy for cattle and makes much saving of other fod- 
der. The labor of obtaining it is the hardest and most 
perilous which our farmers have to do. It is noticeable 
that old records, in speaking of marshes, sometimes call 
them meadows.” English accounts of about the same 
date state that “in some places the grass from salts is 
annually mown, and yields a short, delicate hay, that 
proves a very salubrious provender for sheep; but care 
must be taken to prevent its being carried off by the tide, 
for which reason it is often found necessary to bring it 
into the inclosures for making.” It is added that these 
salt marshes are very “efficacious in relieving many com- 
plaints incident to cattle, and are likewise useful in fur- 
nishing a considerable range for young sheep.” The high- 
er grass was suited more for laboring horses, “but the 
low meadow marsh and some other of the softer descrip- 
tions of hay are, from their possessing such qualities, bet- 
ter suited as a fodder for milch cows and other kinds of 
neat cattle, as well as such horses as are not much em- 
ployed in team labour.” 

One writer speaks of the marsh in the following words: 
“Instead of waste high grass; there lay around me acres 
and acres of the fine rich hay grass, full crown, but with- 
out a blade wider than a knitting needle or taller than ny 
knee. It covered the marsh like a deep, thick fur, like a 
wonderland carpet, into whose elastic, velvety pile my feet 
sank, and sank, never quite feeling the floor. Here and 
there were patches of higher sedges, green, but of differ- 
ing shades, which seemed spread upon the grass carpet 
like long- napped rugs.” 

These mnarshes yield ¢ an abundant growth of the coarser 
grasses locally known as “black grass, fox grass, branch 
grass, blue grass, goose grass, cove hay, salt hay mixture 
and flat sedge.” These “hays have been subjected to a 
chemical analysis by the Massachusetts Hatch Experiment 
Station, and their digestibility determined by the aid of 
sheep, and it was found that “salt marsh hays diiler but 


Se Aad Ah Ne 


5 aie OCOL TRMALOT VRE Va 


































ail wt Jed .U dqowol  .comaviendo inmoitan tee 
rap oorml” wine “Oaat ol sedtivw sloiwegl to 

ar tt . .wedatam en? gett hoaintde wt (ad thee toe 1 
-hol tadto To. yetivey seed as or, 44 p aliivo 10k ¥ ; it 1e9 ) 


siddseotion af 71. vob of 1 ual al lak ro dosdve cola | 
lino eomifomea .zotermat to gathnoga ai wbrooer blo jade 
ing oft dooda lo. abusogod vlethger Wy vobsout mont 
atine pit? CARTY Rs @ goal SOR i” Jax it abet atah i 
lt .yad steotlebh: ode of allen Ras. .aveor ilavads 
no tod anit Tot wshesy OT. ay rat dalan 39 ia 2OVO4 NE 
obt of} yd Do bsivtss yaied ah Daven of nodet od Jao. | 
i ucivd of Vinee banol dade gi ah mosnes dotdw Tot 7 
oY ted? bebha at dl ‘ ertahe TO bosuseolostt adi odat “a qt 


nour uciveilal mt asoionsiite * yas ete eileen taa wis 
. - . os f : 7 ; 1 on a" 
ieeu Serwysiil etre Dai Mito ot 3 beobromat eseialgy : 


ae rt * a ll ie ee he re - oy : . ¥ - ‘ hh ot \- y oh pe 
Net on i (Sdtthe misssOY fi} TUESK j Ae hiwrso 1 yanitlere 


da tod” sero vahodal 20% spon Dedive anw acer 19 
‘gash tedtoa oct to toto, saroa han Hated wobnem wol 
d woitilarp dove yolesseeog ton) tratl ere yed lo aso 

haiad tedio baa evoo dolin cof wobbet ees betive ded =” 


joa otf an agaiod dowe ee.tiew 4a .alilao dean - 
Reamer al maot ot bevolg 
rolled silt si deren ot lo silage nottrw eaQ 


sat Besiown vol sredy gant Agel eizayw to beotnal” 
diiw jad ,awerg ut yaar vad dem gen ett to sores boa 
id tgiini hood yaditiod « mol) whiw ohald edgo 
iP. worl ab & gatl dete uli hetavon af oad 


"* . ihe v4 ‘ “ F , ¥ ? * : 

99l V(t GU YISVIOV ,12hip Ge yy dent ‘ Jaq’! ind baeliebaow 

bas o10H roof edt yuilesl siigp veveu vlogs bun Aoee 
' : P git 5 p 

tib lo Jud neste wonhes soifeidt lo eetlotng otew guoilt 


SRIIRO B2HTO eld tee Ee DRIVES TES 98 ely! ny ee bee fe mith 


r 
t 


2g ber ans ih, ee all 
1800 of} to diworm sianbrandr aa biel enigiua oaald 
lated esrg xol vento Aonld™ a8 awond yllasol zou a 
vigil Yeu sise Tail 9769 PORTO O02 iss 13 ould er 
# ol cele need evad e'ystl, emgut Ye "Oghioa, | int bom. 
jaomineqzal Moan #8) sancioacenlt ods vd ateriocn be vires io 
to fiw ond yd honiurid toby esilidé angi Hoult Jorou ot 
iol soltib 2 axed i daioge fine * us ed, . eae ai 








- 1 
* : 
i j ‘ s 
- 
Rye Pe ere | Pas 
. Dl, Hen ira 





112 THE SALT MARSHES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COAST 


little in chemical composition from average meadow hay.” 
Salt hay cut when in blossom and well cured, contains 
rather less digestible matter than the average English hay 
cut under similar conditions, ‘and has from 10 to 18 per 
cent. less feeding value than average English hay.” When 
fed in combination with grain and corn silage, which is the 
general method of feeding, “the salt hay rations produce 
from 2 to 5 per cent. less milk and butter than an equal 
amount of English hay similarly combined.” 

In 1835, salt hay sold at auction in Topsfield at $12.50 
per ton, but at earlier dates the price was no higher than 
five or six dollars. Previous to 1850 the Topsfield farm- 
ers cut annually about six hundred tons of salt grass. 
The town is located about ten miles from the marsh lands. 
The total amount of salt grass cut at that time by the 
farmers living within convenient hauling distance of the 
marshes must have been very large. 

A marsh to produce good hay and to be in good condi- 
tion to cut must be well drained, and these drainage 
ditches, cut with turf spades, are a source of constant 
danger to people unfamiliar with the marshes, and many 
a gunner or green marsh hand can relate a personal expe- 
rience of having slipped into one of these narrow ditches 
three or four feet deep. Practically no care is given to 
the marshes beyond keeping open these ditches which serve 
to drain the tide water. In the old days, a marsh that 
was well drained and well situated was valued at upwards 
of $70 an acre; at the present time it is hard to give a 
marsh away, and the towns will not even try to sell them 
for the taxes. In some places, however, large areas are 
now purchased for gunning purposes by clubs and wealthy 
individuals. The soil on these marshes is exceptionally 
good and runs to the depth of 30 or 40 feet. In addition to 
the ditches, the marshes are a regular network of natural 
ereeks which are filled with water at high tide. 

It is safe to say that every farmer within convenient 
hauling distance has at some time owned a piece of salt 
marsh, and although the cutting of it was by far the most 
laborious of all his work, it was also the only labor that 
he looked forward to with any degree of enthusiasm. 
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Some of these marshes have been in one family for up- 
wards of 125 years and have been cut every year. 

About thirty years ago considerable research and inves- 
tigation was made by the United States government in 
connection witha plan for diking these marshes, some- 
what as has been done in the maritime provinces, and 
thereby reclaiming land which would be very valuabie. 
The chief obstacle that prevented the successful carrying 
out of this project was the fact that the ownership of 
these marshes had been divided and sub-divided many 
times, and in consequence it was practically impossible to 
get any considerable number of owners to agree upon any 
proposition of improvement entailing expense. Private 
enterprise, however, has diked some of the marshes at a 
cost of about $5 an acre, and it has proved a wise invest- 
ment, The roadbed of the Eastern Railroad, when built, 
formed an excellent dike, and to-day rich hay fields along 
the New Hampshire shore were once wide open marshes. 

The rivalry among the young men in the old days as to 
physical ability was as keen as at present, but lacking the 
out-of-door games of to-day, they had the salt marsh, 
where all questions as to muscular ability were settled. 
The rivalry also was just as intense among the older 
men, for to be known as a powerful mower on the marsh 
was an honor indeed. The young men would often prac- 
tice mowing some weeks before marshing began, to get 
their hand in, and also to try out the different scythes, 
that they might be sure of every advantage they could 
obtain by choice of implements. 

The first step a farmer must take before mowing his 
salt marsh was to find out the exact time for a low run of 
tides. During the high course of tides the marshes were 
covered with six or eight inches of water at least, for six 
hours of the day and often longer. When the low tides 
came, the marshes were free of water for ten days to two 
weeks during theentire day. The grass must be cut and 
dried for two or three days before it was stacked or car- 
ried from the marshes on long poles, for the salt water 
would spoil the mowed grass if it did not carry it away on 
the tide. In the very early days certain men in the com- 
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munity knew enough about the position of the moon with 
relation to the earth as to be able to tell some time in ad- 
vance when the tides would be favorable, but the majority 
of farmers have used the almanacs for many years. Having 
set his date for cutting, the farmer began to get his crew 
together. In this he had but little difficulty as help could 
always be obtained for marshing, for though the work was 
hard, there was lots of fun and plenty to eat and drink, 
These men could be hired for one dollar a day and board. 
_ In many cases a community of farmers would help each 
other. The farmer’s wife had to bear the labor of the 
next step in marshing, which was to prepare two or three 
days food for eight or ten hungry men. Though many 
farmers went to marsh a day at atime and of course in 


some cases the day trip would last for twenty-four hours, 


yet many others would go for a stop of two or three days, 
sleeping in the barns near the marsh. 

From the fact that the neighbors often helped each 
other in cutting hay, the “wimen folks” always gave the 
best the house afforded, for there was considerable , rivalry 
then as now, and one house-wife was not to be ovt-done 
by a neighbor, so in consequence she worked, fretted and 
schemed, to have something better and different than any 
other woman, and the men reaped what she sowed. The 
farmer, however, had to prepare sufficient drink for his 
erew, and this usually consisted of plenty of rumand hard 
cider, though some brandy was taken. In some cases a 
farmer carried nothing but sweetened water, but these 
instances were spoken of with a groan or with contempt. 
One man who always insisted on carrying sweetened water 
was called “ Molasses Jack” for years on account of the 
following incident. The day before going to the marsh he 
had carefully mixed a lot of this sweetened water in a ten 
gallon keg and had put it in the cellar to cool. That 
night, about twelve o'clock, he went into thecellar for the 
keg, and as it was dark he had difficulty in locating it, 
but finally seized a ten gallon keg and loaded it into his 
wagon. His marsh was located about a mile from the 
shore, aud it was with considerable trouble that his crew 
finally got the keg out to the lot. No sooner was the 
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keg set up than all hands wanted to quench their thirst. 
Imagine their feelings when instead of sweetened water, 
molasses came from the keg. 

The call of the marsh was strong and the farmers 
looked forward to marshing as they would toa picnic. I 
have been told by an old marsh man _ that the most im- 
pressive thing he ever saw at the marsh and one which he 
has remembered the longest happened when as a young man 
he was sleeping in a hay barn near the marsh with two or 
three other gangs besides his own. During the early 
morning hours, he was awakened by voices, and rolled off 
the hay to locate them. The rain was falling fast, and 
it was pitchy black. In the middle of the barn floor, 
seated around a lantern, were three old men all over To 
years of age. They were telling each other old marsh 
yarns, and many of them were personal experiences, hap- 
pening from the time when they first went to marsh nearly 
seventy years before. 

The night before the crew was to cut hay, bed was 
sought early for by midnight breakfast was enjoyed and 
by one o’clock they were well on the way to marsh. As 
mile after mile was covered they were joined by other 
crews, for all the farmers had to take advantage of the 
same low run of tides. It is said that when within two 
miles of Ipswich it was no uncommon sight to have a 
dozen teams in line, and when the party turned into the 
narrow road leading to the marshes, fully twenty or 
twenty-five teams would be together moving in single file 
like some great caravan. The marsh side reached the 
teams began to separate and immediately the horses were 
unhitched and tied and soon the shadowy forms of men 
were seen winding into the marsh. Many jests were 
hurled at rival gangs, for it was the first leg in the battle 
to get on to the marsh first. Those cutting shore marshes 
would enjoy another breakfast while the others worked. 
In some cases the crews walked one or two miles over the 
marsh before beginning work and when we realize that all 
the tools, food and drink had to be carried as well, if was 
a day’s work initself. Since the invention of marsh shoes, 
horses have been used for all severe labor of this nature. 
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It was usual for the men to have some little argument as 
to what part of the “kit” each should carry on to the 
marsh, for some things were harder to earry than others. 
It is related of one man, who chose to carry the scythes, 
that he picked a job that lasted him considerably longer 
than any other. He had been to marsh but once before 
and then noticed that the man who carried the scythes 
seemed to have an easy time, but this time he did not 
know that a different kind of marsh was to be cut. When 
a marsh is left uncut for a year, the old grass remains 
standing, and the new grass comes up inside the old stalk, 
which forms a shell for the new. ‘The new grass ripens 
and when ready to mow, of course it is as hard as any salt 
grass, but in addition it has the old grass protecting it so 
the labor of cutting is just twice as hard. When a marsh 
in this condition is cut, it is necessary fora man to have 
six or seven scythes and in this case the man who selected 
the job of carrying the scythes had about forty to carry on 
to the lot. 

All plans were laid to be ready to begin mowing just 
as soon as the grass could be seen, and by three nearly the 
whole marsh would be in swing and for two miles could 
be seen many men mowing. The work of cutting would 
&o steadily on for five or six hours or until the dew had 
dried off the grass. All grass mows more easily while 
wet and especially salt grass. It has been proven that the 
only salt in salt grass is what forms on the outside. * So 
long as the dew was on the marsh, the grass was in a con- 
dition to cut, but as soon as the dew disappeared the salt 
crystallized on the outside and scythes were dulled very 
quickly. In some cases the salt would fill the air like 
dust and the blades of the scythes would he solidly caked 
with it. Yoday, when mowing machines can be used the 
drier the salt grass the better, for it stands up stiff and 
is cut more easily by the machine. To sharpen these 
scythes, one farmer used to carry a grind stone on to the 
marsh as he had a shore marsh. Every few rods the 
mowers would stop to put a better edge on their scy thes, 
which is called « whetting,” and is dono by means of a 


*The Connocticut Agricultural Experiment Station has reported that a ton of 
Marsh hay contains about 64 Ibs. of salt, 
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sanded stick called a “rifle.” In olden days, every farmer 
made his own rifles. He would whittle a stick into the 
shape he wished, then rub tallow on it, and then sprinkle 
over it a fine sand. When this wore off, all that was 
needed was more grease and sand. ‘Today these rifles are 
made of emery and are sold for a small sum at the general 
stores. Nearly all the old grocery stores sold rifle sand. 
They also sold rum, and in consequence many worthy dea- 
cons found it convenient to ask for two gallons of rifle sand 
when in reality they wanted something quite different. 

All the mowers had their favorite scythes, but a short 
straight scythe was generally used as the salt grass is very 
wiry and therefore it is necessary to strike it hard and to 
keep the force to the end of the swarth. The average 
scythe was about 3 feetand 6 or 7 inches long. The rivalry 
in cutting largely centred in preventing the man ahead from 
cutting your corner, that is, not to let him cut what would 
naturally be your last stroke. A man who was beaten in 
this manner was obliged to stand lots of joking. A man 
who carried a short swarth was said to cut a « hog trough.” 
The average good mower must cut a ten foot swarth and 
keep it up for five or six hours, though a few men could 
cut nearly a twelve foot swarth. By working ten hours a 
day a smart man could cut about four acres. As the 
marsh floor is thick with Sen all the tools, when not in 
use, were stuck into the mud so they could easily be found, 
for when placed on the ground they were easily overlooked 
in the brown fur-like grass that enveloped them. The 
tires of the wagons and machines used for marsh purposes 
today are about seven inches wide and hardly any grass is 
now eut by hand for the cost of making salt hay is rela- 
tively much greater and its intrinsic value for feeding is 
rated much lower than in the old times. In consequence 
the value of the marshes has materially decreased. In the 
old days every spear of grass was carefully gathered, today 
only the grass easily reached with the machines is cut. 

No one who bas traveled along the shores of New Eng- 


Jand can fail to have noticed the numerous hive-shaped 


stacks of hay thickly scattered over the extensive marshes. 
Uhe former method of getting the hay into stacks was 
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vastly different from that in use today. ‘The small creeks 
into which the marsh iots slope are called ‘ dwindlings,” 
and all the grass srowing on these slopes was carefully cut. 
After the mower, usual tly followed a boy with a rake to 
gather the grass with the rest on the higher places. Salt 
marsh hay when cut drops exactly where it stands while 
upland hay 3 18 C8 wnied on ‘the seythe making a line called 
an Ww indrow.” ‘The salt grass was raked into a “ wind- 
row ” for dry: ing or curing. Today, a long plank or pole 
called a “scoop” drawn by horses and havi ing a plank for 
a man to stand on, drags all the hay at once “to the stack 
and mo Care 1s take sn to get any hay other than what the 
“scoop” may gather up easily. 

One man told the writer that as a boy he was anxious 
to go to marsh and so offered bis services for his food. 
He worked hard all day raking out the “ dwindlings,” and 
though he enjoyed the food he was very sorry he went, as 
it was several days before he was rested from the hard 
work. When the next year came around and all the other 
boys were going to marsh, he had the same old fever come 
over him and so offered his services on the same basis as 
the year before. Imagine his surprise when be heard from 
the farmer that the year before he didn’t think the boy 
earned his board niid so he guessed he didn’t want him 
again. 

After the hay was mowed it must avy for two or three 
days. Some eras sses t iadk longer to dry than others and of 
course the weather madea great difference. After the hay 
had been “turned” a few times and well dried, the pro- 
cess of stacking began. These stacks were built on stakes 
which were driven into the ground sometimes many feet, 
and were called “staddles.” The “staddles”’ were about . 


three feet above the marsh or high enough to clear the 


high tides and would hold about three tons of hay. Of 
course the highest piace on the marsh was selected for the 
stack and in many cases the marsh was so low that the hay 
was stacked on shore. The marsh soil is peculiar in the 
fact that it preserves the wood used for “staddles,” and 
some of these old “‘staddles” have been found that must 
have been in the soil nearly a hundred years. After the 
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dry hay was raked into bundles, two poles were run un- 
der them, and then two men carried the hay to the stack 
and placed it convenient for the experienced stack builder 
to spread as he wished. Ajiter the stack was made, rocks 
or sticks were laid over the top to hold the hay so that 
the wind would not carry it away. A great deal of fun 
was had when this poling was going on. When the hay 
was poled ashore to be stacked, long distances often were 
covered, and the trip would take the men by the little 
salt ponds or ‘soup holes,” which cover the marsh, and 
sometimes the temptation was too great for the head man 
to resist leading his helper waist deep into these mud holes 
and in consequence a ducking in the clear water of the 
creek was necessary to remove the mud. Great joy was 
experienced when some green man wanted a ride on the 
load, for then both men poling enjoyed the fun of dump- 
ing their passenger into a salt pond. These stacks of hay 
reinained until the marshes were frozen over in the winter 
when the farmer hauled the hay home by means of sleds. 
Severe storms, causing a high run of tides, have not infre- 
quently carried all the stacks of hay away, and the farm- 
er’s work was entirely lost. Many a marsh hand and gun- 
ner has been marooned all night on one of these stacks 
when caught by the rising tide. 

After the day’s work was finished it was customary to 
race the horses home. ‘The story is told of one man 
who was racing and leading the others, that the tire of his 
wheel came off. He paidno attention whatever to it but 
kept up his speed. Inashort distance the rim of the 
wheel came off and it is said that he finished victorious 
with nothing left of the wheel but a few spokes. 

The “thatch” or coarser grass used by our first settlers 
for roofs, is covered by the tides every day and was very 


generally used for fodder, some farmers considering that 


certain ‘thatch” was the best of all hays on the marshes. 
It was said to make the cows drink more water which was 
considered beneticial. All this grass had to be gathered 
at low water and flat hay-boats called “gundelows” or 
“‘gondolas”, were used to carry it tothe shore. This side 
of marsh work was the most dangerous of alland was 
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called “green freighting” from the fact that the thatch 
was gathered green and cured on shore. Many farmers 
when “ green freighting” drove their oxen to the landing, 
that they might bring home the hay to cure. It was no 
unusual sight to see at one time thirty or forty yokes of 
oxen hitched at the Rowley Landing, waiting for the 
freighters to come up on the tide. The thatch cutters 
must go with the tide regardless of the time, day or 
night, for they always quoted that “the tide waits for no 
man.” Some of the wiser farmers would engage their 
boats abead and have them anchored down the stream 
toward the tide so that they micht get away earlier and 
thereby have more time on the lot. 

Many of the Topsfield people tell of drowning accidents 
which occurred while using these hay-boats some of which 
are mentioned in records as far back as the year 1700. 
The average rh -boat was about twenty-five feet in length, 
with a depth of about three feet running nearly the entire 
length. On the front end, which was square like the 
rear, were seats for the rowers, three on a side, while in 
the rear of the boat a place was reserved for a man with a 
steering oar, which was a hard task and only the best of 
men were used for this position. The bottom of the boat 
was filled with hay, which also was loaded on a rigging 
made by means of planks extending six or eight feet 
on each side the boat. By piling the hay about six feet 
high, a load of about ten tons was obtained, though some 
boats carried more. in the early days many large boats 
came down the Merrimack River to be loaded with hay to 
be used by the inland farmers. Theso crews would bring 
a large tent and remain several days on the marsh, return- 
ing with their load on the tide. Before tug boats were in 
‘use to carry them beyond the influence of the tides, 
the hay-boat would go up the river until the tide turned, 
when they would “tie up” on the bank and wait for the 
next tide. But some of them used large sails and kept go- 
ing, “tide or no tide.” These boats were forty or fifty 
feet long, and would carry about thirty tons of hay. 

Cross’ Banks was a favorite cutting place for the Tops- 
field people, although many had lotson Plum Island and 
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also the Great Flats, which was a very dangerous place 
and could only be worked at the very lowest tides. The 
hard bottomed thatch banks were the best for cutting but 
many farmers were obliged to mow thatch in ankle deep 
mud. Before the tide was low, the farmer placed his boat 
in a good position for loading and at the same time for 
getting away quickly on the flood tide. When the water 
had all receded the boat was high and dry on the thatch 
bank, but before it had all gone the mowers were swing- 
ing their long scythes through the thatch, for this grass 
mows very easily anda wide deep swarth could be taken. 
When the weather was a little damp the scythes would 
disturb clouds of mosquitoes and midgets from their com- 
fortable resting places on the thatch. The poets call these 
insects “ the nymphs of the salt marsh,” but the word dimps 
is too mild for a farmer to use for no rest can be obtained 
until a wind springs up or the tide brings relicf. As 
fast as the grass was mowed, a raker gathered it into bun- 
dles and these in turn were poled to the boat to be piled 
on, a gang plank being used to get on tothe boat. Very 
little fun was indulged in for it was a case of quick work 
to get the boat loaded with the tools, gang plank and fook 
on top, to meet the coming tide. When the boat « fleeted” 
or floated, the men plyed their oars and worked liked gal. 
Jey slaves until the landing was reached, the man behind 
shouting “ port” or “starboard” as the case might be as 
the boat wound in and out through the creeks. Very 
few farmers owned a hay-boat, the majority hiring them 
for a “ freight.” Capt. Jewett of Ipswich owned many 
boats and landed them allat Green’s Point, a favorite land- 
ing place for Topsfield people. Were all the oxen were 
hitched and it was not unusual to see fifteen or twenty 
yokes at one time waiting for the loads. Capt. Johnson 
of Rowley Landing, was another hay-boat man who was 
well patronized. 

These hay-boats often cost as high as $300.00 and could 
be hired for about $2.00 a freight, or $5.00 with the gkip- 
per. Of course the owners were anxious to let their boats 
for every tide and the following yarn will give an idea of 
the care they took to have the boats ready for use. ‘The 
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skipper was hired to go with his boat, to a marsh at some 
distance from the landing, for of course some marshes 
must be a long distance away and in some cases they were 
five miles. The farmer was anxious to obtain all the hay 
possible and so loaded the boat very heavily. After the 
tools were laid on top and the crew had taken the oars, 
the skipper began shouting “starboard” or “port,” as the 
tide allowed them to 20 from one creek into another, in 
order to reach Green’s River or Green’s Creek, the main 
way to the landing. ‘This particular boat was obliged to 
come down Paine’s creek, which was a very difficult pass- 
age 2nd where the boat always struck the tide both ways. 
The boat was run ashore many times for it seemed impos- 
sible, so heavy was the load, to keep in the middle of the 
ereek. ‘The skipper soon began to fret and fume about 
taking so much time to get back and compiained bitterly 
of such aload. ‘he owner of the hay however was not 
worried so long as he got the hay up tothe landing. An- 
other bad creck called “Pull-and-be-Damned” was a source 
of further loss of time, for the boat was constantly hitting 
the mud banks. During all this time the skipper was 
shouting directions from his post, for it is no uncommon 
thing for aman to get lost in the many creeks of the 
marshes and he also was swearing between orders about 
his chances of letting his boat for the next tide *when it 
turned. At Jast his patience was exhausted and for five 
minutes not a sound was beard from him and the rowers 
wondered what was the matter. Shortly after while 
rounding a curve they noticed a large amount of hay float- 
ing away from them. The farmer at once stopped rowing 
and clinibed over the stack to see if the skipper was all 
right, and found to his surprise that the owner of the boat 
instead of steering and attending to his duties as pilot, was 
diligently plying a fork to the pile of hay and throwing it 
into the creek, intending thereby to lighten the load so 
that better specd could be made and the] landing reached in 
time to unload and let the boat again. 

Lhe oars used for rowing these “ cundalows” wore from 
twenty to twenty-five feet long and were very heavy. 
Many drowning accidents have ‘occurred when these oars 
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caught on the bank or in eel grass and drew the rower 
into the water before he could loosen his hold on the oar. 
Great care had to be taken in loading the boats for 
they easily would take in water and sink and then only 
could be raised when low tide came and the plug in the 
bottom could be removed allowing the water to run out 
when the boat would float on the next tide. These boats 
have all disappeared and the only boat for hay in exist- 
ence today is called a “canoe,” and is practically two dorys 
held together by means of boards thereby making a founda- 
tion for the hay stack. 

There was always a race to reach the landing place, for 
the first man in went beyond the landing to unload where 
it cost him nothing, while the last man would have to pay 
a dollar to unload at the landing, if he was fortunate 
enough to reach there before the tide left him stranded on 
the mud a rod or more fromshore. In those days the land 
near the landing place was used for drying the hay, the 
farmers paying a small sum for the accommodation. But 
when the owners of this land realized that they were get- 
ting very little for the accommodation and at the same time 
were injuring their own grass land, the carting home of 
“oreen freight” became general. But this was not profit- 
able and “green freighting” is now a thing of the past. 
Today many marshes are cut by machine ata very low 
price. The Tilton brothers of Topsfield, in 1908, cut over 
two hundred tons of salt hay with a mowing machine, for 
there is still quite a demand for salt hay for fodder, but 
it is used more generally in the large business houses to 
pack crockery, while much is also used to protect the early 
vegetables, as salt is a non-conductor of frost. 
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PETITION IN 1693 FOR RELEASE FROM MILI- 
eu thhRYy SERVICE. 


The Humble petition of the Commity of Malia of 
Topsfield to Sir William Phips Knight Governor and Capt. 
Generall in Chief of all there Majestys troops present heer 
in New Ingland Your pore petitioners finding them 
selues uary hard prest by Keeping out so many of our 
men being but a small plase and a scattered plase: humbly 
beg of your. Execloney: that sume of our men might draw 
of we have 12 men out of our town and our Company 
doth consist of a bout sixty men fitt for seruice we being 
a Town y* doth live by our Labour it is uary hard for 
summe to have there help out all y° Summer and can gitt 
no help to help them we doe understand by Information 
that Seuerell Towns y* is far biger then ours doth not 
send ont half so many as we doe we Lying open to y® en- 
emie if they git ouer merimake riuer we humbly beg of 
your Iuxalency yt our humble request may be heard and 


have your exalencys eratious answer beging your exalen- — 


cys order for y® drawing of summe of our men or else 
power to Release them y* haue been outa long time So 
shall y* poore petitioners euer pray for y™ Exalency. 


John Gould, Capt 
Thomas Baker, Lieut 
Topsfield, 5t June, 1693 Ephraim Dorman, Ens. 
| ‘Thomas Dorman, Sargt 
Samuel Howlett, Clerk. 


Mass. Archives, Vol. 70, page 188. 
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NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


COPIED FROM SALEM NEWSPAPERS 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW. 
(Continued from Vol. XII (1907), page 148.) 


MILITARY. Mr. Israel D, Elliot has been elected Captain 
of the Infantry in Topsfield, Mr. Moses Wright, Lieutenant, and 
Mr. Nehemiah Balch, Ensign. 


Salem Gazette, May 8, 1829. 


DIED. In Topsfield, on the 10th inst., Sylvanus Wildes, 
Esq., aged 76. He was graduated at Harvard University, in 
1777. One of his ancestors was among the first settlers of the 
town of Topsfield, and by his mother’s side, he was a descendant 
of Governor Simon Bradstreet. 


Salem Gazette, Nov. 26, 1829. 


NOTICE. The next annual term of TOPSFIELD ACADE- 
MY commences Wednesday, the 23d inst. The term will be 
fifteen weeks. 

By order of the Trustees, 
JEREMIAH Strong, Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 18, 1829. 


COUNTY LYCEUM. In compliance with the invitation 
published in the papers of last week, a number of gentlemen 
from all parts of the County assembled at the Academy in 
Topsfield, on Wednesday the 30th of December, to take into 
consideration the expediency of establishing a County Lyceum 
for the County of Essex, and to concert and adopt such prelim- 
inary measures as they could agree upon, ; 

The attendance was general; one or two of the Town Lyce- 
ums already established were represented by Delegates ; and 
about cighty literary, and for the most part professional, public 
Spirited individuals took their seats in the Convention. 
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[A three column account of the proceedings then follows, in- 
cluding a long speech by Judge David Cummins, a native of 
Topsfield. Francis Vose, preceptor of the Topsfield Academy, 
was a member of the committee of nine appointed to draft a 
circular letter to be sent throughout the county. ] 


Salem Gazette, Jan. 1, 1830. 


The Salem Gazette of Jan. 8, 1830 prints a poem of 103 
lines written in blank verse by a young lady student at the 
Topsfield Academy. Editorially the paper remarks, “ It is very 
creditable to the talents of the young author, and indicates a 
poetic vein worth exploring.” . 


InsTALLation. The Rev. James P. McEwen was installed as 
pastor over the Congregational church and society in Topsfield, 
on Wednesday last. Introductory Prayer by Rev. Mr. Fitz, of 
Ipswich ; Reading of the Scriptures by Rev. Mr. Felt, of Ham- 
ilton ; Sermon by Rev. Mr. Barbour, of Byfield, from 2d Cor. 
4, 3. “ But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost ey 
Installing Prayer by Rev. Mr. Dennis, formerly of Topsfield ; 
Right hand of fellowship by Rev. Mr Cowles, of Danvers ; 
Address to the Society by Rev. Mr. Cleaveland, of Salem; Con- 
cluding Prayer by Rev. Mr. Kimball, of Ipswich; Benediction 
by the Pastor. 


Salem Gazette, May 7, 1830. 


Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland of Topsfield, was elected Presi- 
dent, and Thomas Perkins, Esq., of Topsfield, one of the five 
Vice-Presidents of the Essex County Temperance Society, at a 
meeting held at Ipswich, July 7, 1830. 

Salem Gazette, July 9, 1830. 


DIED—In Topsfield, on the 23d ult., Mr. Daniel Estey, aged 
91 years, 2 months, and 8 days. He retained his reason and 
faculties, in a great degree, till within a short time of his de- 
cease. 


Salem Gazette, Aug. 3, 1830. 


EXAMINATION or TorsrirtD Acapemy. This, Mr. Editor, I 
attended last week, and from a sense of duty to the teachers and 
the public, say, I was much gratified. 

The school included two departments, a male and a female, 
under the care of Mr. Francis Vose as Principal, assisted by 
Miss Ann Cofran as Preceptress. Both have had experience as 
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teachers, and show in the exhibition of their pupils, not only 
general ability and faithfulness, but the proper talent for teach- 
ing. 

"hie sixty pupils were examined, being the members of the 
school the last term, tho’ I learn from the catalogue, there have 
been a hundred different pupils during the past year. All were 
examined carefully in their respective studies, and in a way to 
evince they gave only a fair exhibition of their real acquisitions. 
They showed that the foundation of a good education was well 
laid, and some of the more advanced, especially of the young 
ladies, appeared to have successfully attended to the ornamental 
parts of education. 

The eiforts in composition were commendable, and the speak- 
ing good for youth of the same standing. The exhibition was 
becoming a good New England school. 

I think this Academy deserving of patronage. It is pleas- 
antly located in a healthy town, the centre of Essex County, 
and but twenty miles from the capital of the State. The ac- 
commodations are good, and the terms reasonable. While other 
schools are sustained in the vicinity, I say with assurance that 
none will be likely to regret the confidence reposed in this 
school. 

A Frienp or Yours. 

Aug. 16, 1830. Salem Gazette, Aug. 27, 1830. 


The Newbury, Rowley and Topsfield Battalion of Cavalry 
was directed to assemble with the 2d Regiment of Infantry, on 
Tuesday, Oct. 5th, at 9 o’clock, and be reviewed at 12 o'clock. 
—LBrigade orders. 


Salem Gazette, Sept. 21, 1830. 


Royal A. Merriam of Marblehead (born in Topsfield), was 
secretary of the Essex South Congressional District Convention, 
which nominated Hon. Rufus Choate, at Salem, Oct. 18, 1830. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 19, 1830. 


Essex Convention or Tracuers., Agreeably to a notice 
inserted in the public Journals, about three hundred teachers 
and others interested in the cause of education from different 
parts of the County of Essex, assembled at Topsfield Academy 
on the 23d of Juve last, for the purpose of improving the 
present mode of instruction. 

At this Convention a Committee was appointed to take into 
consideration the expediency of forming a County Society for 
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the benefit of teachers, was authorized to make the necessary 
arrangements, and call a future meeting. 

This Committee, consisting of W. B. Dodge of Salem, C. O. 
Kimball of Methuen, A. Greenleaf of Salem, P. Perley of 
Newbury, and I. Vose of Topsfield, met at Topsfield on the 
first of September, and passed the following resolutions : 


Fiesolved, That in view of this Committee, it is expedient, 


that an Association of Teachers and friends of education be 
formed in this County. 

Resolved, That the first meeting of the Society be holden at 
Topsfield Academy on Friday and Saturday, next following the 
annual State Thanksgiving of the present year, and that there 
be four Lectures on the occasion. 

Resolved, That the introductory Lecture be at 10 o’clock, 
A. M., on Friday, “On the qualifications and duties of Teach- 
ers,” by Rev. D. Phelps of Haverhill. 

The second, at one o’clock, P. M., “On teaching English 
Grammar, Reading and Composition,” by N. Cleveland of New- 
bury. 

The third, at three o’clock, P. M., “On teaching Geography,” 
by A. Greenleaf of Salem. 

The fourth, at eleven o’clock, A. M., on Saturday, “On teach- 
ing Arithmetic,” by W. Colburn of Lowell. 

It is proposed, that Friday evening and other parts of the 
time not otherwise occupied, be spent in familiar discussion 
on subjects connected with education. A Constitution will be 
presented, and other arrangements made to carry into effect the 
object of the Convention. 

F. Vosz, Secretary. 

Topsfield, Oct. 13, 1830. 

: Salem Gazette, Oct. 19, 1830. 


A. Contribution was taken last Sabbath in the Rev. Mr. 
McEwen’s society of Topsfield, for the benefit of the Gloucester 
sufferers [by fire], and the sum of $27. collected. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 22,1830. 


DIED.—In Topsfield, Wednesday morning, Thomas Perxrys, 
Esq. in the 73d year of his age, formerly an eminent and very 
successful merchant of this town, and at his death possessed of 
an Iminense fortune. 


Salem Gazette, Nov. 26, 1830. 
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TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The next term in this institution commences on Wednesday 
the 27th of April inst. Mr. Vose, Principal. Miss Coffran, 
Preceptress. Lessons in music by Mrs. Morland. 

Jas. k. McEwen, Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 19, 1831. 


ESSEX COUNTY TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION, 


This Association will hold its semi-annual meeting at Tops- 
field Academy, on the 20th and 21st inst. 

On the 20th, Lectures will be given in the following order :— 
At 9o’clock, A. M., by Rev. G. Bb. Perry, On the Construction 
of School Rooms. At il o’clock, A.M. by Rev. H. C. Wright, 
on First Lessons to Children. At 2 o’clock, P. M. by Rev. A. 
T. Kimball, How can the best moral influence be made to bear 
upon our common Schools, and in a special manner, through the 
influence of Parents and School Committees ? At half past 7 
P. M. by S. R. Hall, On School Disapline, On the 2ist at 11 
o’clock, A. M. by Rev. L. Withington. The branches of study 
most deserving attention in common schools. 

The Board of Managers will meet at eight o’clock A. M. on 
the 2ist, for the transaction of business. 

F. Vosr, See’ry. 
Topsfield, May 13, 18931. 
Salem Gazette, May 13, 1831. 


The Topsfield Lyceum went into operation in February last. 
It has held six meetings, and disposed of sixty tickets. A sum- 
mary of the annual report of F. Vose of Topsfield, secretary of 
the Essex County Lyceum Asso. was printed in the Hducation 
Reporter, for Feb. 17 and Feb. 24, 1831. 

Salem Gazette, May 17, 1831. 


The Boston Patriot states that a Methodist Camp Meeting 
will be held at Topsfield, August 23d, to close 27th. 
Salem Gazette, July 29, 1831. 


Suerirr’s Saux, at Topsfield Hotel, on Aug. 23rd. All the 
right and equity which Billy Emerson of Topsfield, yeo- 
man, has in the following mortgaged real estate: all the lands 
and buildings belonging to the estate of his late father Thomas 
Emerson, and situate in Topsfield, oxford, Ipswich and Ham- 
ilton, in the whole about 300 acres, with several dwelling 
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houses, etc., including the farm Rage buildings in Topsfield now 


occupied by said Billy Emerson; 70 acres and a dwelling house, 
ma 


which formerly belanec: ed to aren Ross, ete. ete. 
Salem Gazette, July 29, 1831. 


The reported postpoiement of the Methodist Camp Meeting at 
Topsfield, is incorrect. ‘Che meeting is to commence on the 23d 
instant, as ariganaly proposed. The following announcement 
is official : 

Camp Meeting at ‘Popsield. The public are informed that 
there will be a Cany p Liceting at Topsfield, to commence Aug. 23, 
ana close Aug. 27. 

E. Mudge, 

A. D. Sargent, 

J. R. Sunderland, 

Rk. D. Easterbrook. 
Salen Gazette, Aug. 16, 1831. 


Main Regunations av SALEM. 

Arrivals. From SANS [including Topsfield], Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 6 P.M. Departures. For Haver- 
hill [including Tops‘ie'd |, Mondays, Wednesday and Iridays at 
cr. M. 

Salen Cazette, Aug. 26, 1831. 


Tae Case Menvine , as Topsfield, is said to have been thus 
far fully attended, scveral thousand people being present. The 
encampment is in a very pleasant situation, about half a 
mile beyond the Hotel, The services will terminate to-morrow. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 26, 1831. 


We are requested to mention that Rev. Mr. Robinson, of Bev- 
erly, will preach 3 in the Centre School House in Topsfield, next 
Sabbath services to commence at the usual time. 

Salem Gazetie, Sept. 23,1831. 





Dr. Parker presided at the Jackson Convention held at Tops- 
field last Wednesday, and George Wheatland and Frederick Rob- 
inson, Isq’s were chosen secretaries. Joseph S. Cabot and Gay- 
ton P. Osgood, Esq’s were appointed delegates to the National 
Convention to be held at Baltimore. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 25, 1831. 
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As’a recent providential meeting of several ministers belonging: 
to Essex Co. it was thought that in the present interesting state 
of religious feeling in’ most of our churches and congregations a 
general meeting of the pastors in the county would be a great 
advantage. Notice is therefore given, that a meeting of the 
kind contemplated will be held in Topsfield, at Mrs. Cumming’s 
Hotel, on Monday, the 31st, at 9 o’clock A. M. 

I. Richmond Barbour. 

Newbury (Byfield), Oct. 10, 1831. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 25, 1831. 


The Rev. Mr. Barnaby, of Danvers, will deliver the annual 
lectures before the Topsfield Lyceum, at the Academy Hall, on 
Tuesday evening, the 8th inst., to commence at 6 o’clock, Sub- 
ject, “ Morality.” 

Salem Gazette, Nov. 4, 1831. 


STAGE ACCIDENT. On Tuesday last an accident occurred to 
one of the stages belonging to the line from Portsmouth to Salem, 
which, though not fatal, was disastrous in its consequences. The 
passengers has just dined at the Topsfield Hotel, and the stage 
had advanced a short distance towards Salem, when a dog sud- 
denly sprang over the wall, into the road. This alarmed the 
horses, and the leaders wheeled round so suddenly that the 
coach was instantly oversct, and the upper part dashed to picces, 
None of the passengers were seriously injured, with the excep- 
tion of an elderly lady belonging to Portsmouth, whose collar 
bone was fractured in two places. 

Salem Gazette, Nov. 11, 1831. 


The Essex County Teacher’s Association will hold its Annual 
Meeting at Topsfield Academy on the 2d and 3d of December 
next. 

President Greenleaf will give a lecture on the manner of con- 
ducting recitations, at eleven o’clock A. M. on the second ;—W. 
Oaks, Esq,, Physical Education, at two o’clock P. M.;—O. Carl- 
ton, Female Education, at six o’clock P. M.—W. H. Brooks, Ed- 
cation of the Five Senses, at half past 9 o’clock A. M. on the 
third ;—Hon. J. Vose, Duties of Parents in reference to Schools 
and their Children attending them, at eleven o’clock A. M. 

F. Vose, Sec'y. 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 25, 1831. 


ee a oo ee 






(of .Mtetor or OUTTA HM aNereT sa i. a 
guigcoled arstatain: Inivep ty 9 ri toon Leis nsbiverg ta peieres 
chite gotivowdat trasery ot mt ded a gcodt eaey i Of code 
ie erotteeracoo hig vine “Ae Yo deour ni gdilaet abaiton | 












isorg 0 od birow ‘ywawon od} ab rotend 643 to yaddeent Teeneg 





a 


ov? lo yaktoom s dedt \wovty eroleieds ‘st soito egatnavha | 
e‘yaico) eM ge blettageT oi blod ed (iw betelqmetaon Heviak 
MA tool’ @ iy dele odd »ysbooM no foto — 

ee . \ J i fe 


ausod andl bagadgi 1. j Pit | 4) LAO 
: , LEB OL soO , (bloiiyl) ynudwelt . 
LEST Gk oO vettean’) gree gn lit neal iad 


lascns odd soviloh Hiw exovmall So: yeni AM vel oft 
no is ymebsod, edt te oases Dlebeqo'T o:t? eroted eotatoel FD 


ded oloolo'o 0 iespagermos ob dent MB odd puiaeve ysheouT 
| “ yoilevoM » toot 
ESE & wok thou? ecole, Sa 


od beriwovo dnebieos as deal yeboowT oO cxnarooa soare. 
nolae of MvomettoL wort ont! odied gaignoled sogate edt Yo eno 
ad’ .roodeu pesto edi mt evowesaily saw ladat ton dqued?.,doldw 


eyate edt bos loioH bloteqoT dit da beak Jang ed Blegne 4 
bo bad 


-bue yob « aedw inole® abiawot oommtath trode 2s hooaaybe, by 

sit bemaela eifT baor edt ofat Maw add sovo qausige ylaeb 
oft Jed? yleohbur og bavos, heloade aoheol ot has ,eseod 
asheig Ot hedeah tusq eqqa odd has deewvo yiasieni sew doroo 
-qeex0 ot ditiw hbowfot yavoties over ereyrouzsy odd to eno 
isiloo ezoiw \ddnometiel of pahimoled phol yhoblo an Io aolt 


123 Th we. even) ‘snolat 


leucaA ett blod Uiw uoitnivonsA e‘orlose'T yiau00 xorel ofT 
todmsoel to b& bea SS odd oe youbegA blodeqoT te gaidool 


“00 To teudent edd no etsdesl 4 évty lbw issiaeow® Jaghisgsh, — 


Wj buoaea elt co Mi A dools'o mevels ta enokintion: : 
hin) .O—; ML Aoole'o owt tn wottmon bo Inoie iT, 
-bH edtoortl 1. W-~M .L aoolo'e mia aa prevent ! 
edt vo MA dooloto @ teaqy Vad de woened oy 
sloodsé of vonowior ni stave I6 see jspoT 5 
MA doolo'o novels Ja ded? gaihoaitae 
And abel A ORR 
TOBE Of na ov ase 


Pty 

aan , 1 Pa Red 
boty i Asie ae ae bat 
Dy A iy oT 


; 


wwslg ows at bowriost eaw ottod 
































182 NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSYIELD. 


Norice. Ata meeting of the Pastors of Evangelical Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian churches in the County of Essex, held 
at Topsfield, Oct. 3ist, Rev. Gardiner B. Perry and Rev. Leon- 
ard Withington were appointed a Committee, to prepare a history 
of the revival of religion in Essex County, in 1831. | 

Salem Gazette, Dec. 9, 1831. 


The first annual meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ As- 
sociation was held at Topsfield on the 2d and 3d of the present 
month ;—and notwithstanding the unfavorable state of the 
weather, was attended by about one hundred and twenty per- 
sons, an equal number of each sex, nearly all of them teachers. 
[in nearly a column account of the proceedings it mentions the 
various speakers ; the reports presented; the semi-annual meet- 
ing of the association to be held in Topsfield the next May ; the 
“ Depository” of the association at Topsfield, containing about 
100 copies of school books, various kinds of school apparatus, a 
model of an improved school house, a copy of the late census of 
the county, etc. “It is proposed to make the collection as ex- 
tensive and valuable as is practicable, including in it copies of 
the several town histories, and maps, specimens in mineralogy, 
and the various other branches of natural history. Francis Vose 
of Topsfield, was chosen Secretary, and Nehemiah Cleaveland of 
Newbury (Byfield—born in Topsfield), one of the Counsellors. | 

Salem Gazette, Dec. 18, 1831. 


Porsrizup Acapremy. The winter term in this Institution 
will commence on Wrpnespay, the 2ist inst.. Myr. Vose, the 
Principal, will have the immediate care of the whole school for 
the term, and will avail himself of apparatus and modern im- 
provements in communicating instruction. 

Jas. P. M’Ewen, Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 20, 1831. 


Depicarion. The new Methodist Meeting House in Tops- 
field will be dedicated to the worship of God on Wednesday 
next, at 11 o’clock A. M. The building is one story high, 40 
feet square and it is creditable to its founders that it has been 
erected without the use of ardent spirits. 


Salem Gazette, Dec, 23, 1831. 
The Depication of the Methodist Chapel in Topsfield took 


place on Wednesday last. The introductory prayer, and sermon 
on the occasion were from Rey. Mr. Mudge of Ipswich; the read- 
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ing of select scriptures, and concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Fill- 
more of Salem. The sermon, founded on 2 Chron. 6, 18, was 
very appropriate to the occasion. The singing was excellent ; 
and the services throughout were solemn and interesting. ‘The 
House, which is 40 feet square, and in the modern style, was 
filled with attentive hearers. 

The Rev. speaker, in concluding his subject, briefly noticed 
the rise and progress of Methodism, both in Hngland and Amert- 
ca. ‘Che first meeting-house of this denomination in the United 
States was built in the city of New York, sixty-three years ago, 
about two years after the first church was there formed. The 
first meeting-house in Massachusetts was built forty years since, 
at Lynn. The speaker remarked that he remembered the time 
when he was the only minister of his persuasion in all New 
England, that was raised up here, being the jirst. And it was 
an interesting and remarkable circumstance, that Mr. Timothy 
Munroe, of Lynn, who built the first Methodist meeting-house 
there, also built the one at Topsfield, and was present at the 
dedication. It seems that this people, like the Hebrews in 
Egypt, the more they have been oppressed, the more they have 
multiplied and increased. 

AUDITOR. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 6, 1832. 


From Table showing County valuations. Topsfield had in 
1821, 196 polls and valuation of $341,853.33 ; in 1831, 239 polls 
and valuation of $361,022.08. 

Salem Gazette, Jan, 24, 1832. 


Mr. John Rea, of Topsfield, aged 35, committed suicide on 
Saturday last, by leaping into a well, with a stone weighing 
seventeen pounds tied to his neck. A Coroner’s Inquest was 
held on the body yesterday by Thomas Needham, Esq. Verdict 
of the Jury, that “ Rea came to his death by drowning himself 
in a well, in a fit of insanity.” 

Salem Gazette, Jan. 31, 1832. 


A friend in Topsfield writes us, that the influenza and scarlet 
fever are very prevalevt in that and the neighboring towns, The 
mortality is great amongst children. 

Salem Gazette, May 8, 1832. 


Diep. In Topsfield, Mrs. Abigail W. B. Kimball, wife of Mr. 
Benjamin Kimball, aged 24, greatly lamented by her family and 
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friends. In the death of Mrs. Kimball, her bereaved husband 
and children are left under very peculiar and trying circum- 
stances, and haye sustained a loss which themselves only can 
duly estimate. She sustained a short, but very distressing 
sickness, with that Christian fortitude and resignation which be- 
come a humble follower of Jesus Christ. 

Salem Gazette, May 22, 1852. 


At a meeting of the “ Friends of the American System of Pro- 
tection to Domestic Industry in the County of Essex,” held at 
Topsfield Hotel on Wednesday the 30th day of May, 1832. The 
meeting was called to order at 11 o’clock A. M. by John W. 
Treadwell, Esq. of Salem, and made choice of John Choate, Esq. 
of Ipswich, as President, and Samuel Merrill, Esq. of Andover, 
as Vice-President, and Ebenezer Bradbury, and Thomas C. Fos- 
ter, Secretaries. 

After an explanation of the objects of the meeting, it was 
voted that a committce of twelve be appointed to report what 
subjects be necessary for the meeting to act upon and 

J. W. Treadwell of Salem, Nathan Crosby of Newburyport, 
Benjamin Goodridge of Danvers, Jos. Farley of Ipswich, George 
Hodges of Andover, Edward Clark of Salisbury, Asahel Adams 
of Methuen, Nath’l Webster of Haverhill, Edward S. Rand and 
John Pearson of Newburyport, Samuel Chase of Haverhill, and 
William E. Hacker of Salem, were chosen. 

[The Committee reported Resolutions praising the protective 
system, condemning the admission of foreign wool at a 20% 
duty as proposed by a pending bill, condemning the proposed 
readjustment of the tariff on the eve of a National election, and 
recommending that the several towns in the County at once me- 
morialize Congress in opposition. ] 

Salem Gazette, June 1, 1832. 


ESSEX COUNTY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The semi-annual Meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ As- 
sociation was held at Topsfield on the 25th and 26th of last 
month, and was attended by about one hundred gentlemen, most 
of them teachers or delegates from school committees, and by a 
respectable number of ladies. The school interests of all sec- 
tions of the County were duly represented. 

Froin the persons present it was ascertained that at least jive 
times aS Many more had made preparations for coming, but were 
prevented by the rain. 
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Very valuable lectures were delivered by Oliver C. Felton of 
Salem, Isaac R. How of Haverhill, William Oakes of Ipswich, 
and Jacob Abbott of Boston. Samuel Pickard of Rowley being 
unable to attend, his place was supplied by Josiah Holbrook of 
Boston. * * * Avery valuable report on school houses was read 
and ordered to be printed at the expense of the Association. * * 
* A committee was also chosen to prepare a series of tracts on 
subjects connected with schools. [Speaks of the co-operation of 
school committees in the several towns in the County ; discusses 
the proposed change of date for holding the annual meeting. | 

Valuable additions are constantly being made to the collec- 
tions of books and apparatus in the Depository, and by vote of 
the society the members are requested to furnish fair specimens 
of the various minerals, &c. found in the County; with a label 
firmly attached, stating where, and under what circumstances 
each specimen was found, and by whom it is presented. {Men- 
tions donations of various publications received, including min- 
erals from the Boston School Lyceum. | 

Salem Gazette, June 5, 1832. 


The Court of County Commissioners have granted licenses in 
Topsfield, to one retailer, three innholders, and one common 
victualler. By the provisions of the new license law, innholders 
and victuallers are allowed to sell wine, brandy, rum, or other 
spirituous liquors to be consumed about their premises. Re- 
tailers may not sell liquors, either mixed or unmixed, to be 


drunk in or about their shops. 
Salem Gazette, July 24, 1832. 


On Thursday afternoon, a hailstorm passed over several towns 
in the interior of the County. At Topsfield, north part, the 
hail stones were large, and did great damage, breaking much 
glass, injuring vegetation, &c. One man had 60 panes of glass 


broken in his house. 
Salem Gazette, July 24, 1832. 


TopsrieLp AcApEMY. The Fall Term will commence on the 
5th of September. Mr. Edwin D. Sanborn continues as Princi- 
pal, and will have the immediate superintendance of all the 
pupils of both sexes. i 

James F, McEwen, Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, Aug. 31, 1832. 


The Jackson County Convention was held last week at Tops- 
field. Salem Gazette, Oct. 9, 1832. 
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Oxpixation. Mr. Daniel Peabody of Topsfield, and late of 
the “ Theological Seminary” in Virginia, was, on Thursday 
last, ordained pastor of the First church and society in Lynn. 


* * * The Concluding Prayer was by Rev. Mr. McEwen of 
Topsfield. Salem Gazette, Nov. 20, 1832. 
NOTICE. 


The Essex County Teachers’ Association will hold its Annual 
Meeting at Topsfield Academy, on Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. Lectures 
will be given as follows :—On Friday by Dr. Dana, of Newbury- 
port, Ou the proper method of using the Sacred Scriptures in 
Schools. A. Hildreth, of Derry, On Quackery in Teaching. N. 
Cleaveland, of Newbury, The Best method of developing the 
faculties of the mind in the process of education. On Saturday 
by 8. C. Phillips of Salem, Education as a preventive of pauper- 
ism and crime. The Delegates from the several school commit 
tees in the county are respectfully invited to attend. 

. F. Voss, Sec’y. 
Haverhill, Nov. 10, 1832. 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 20, 1832. 


Dreapreu Acctprent. <A very interesting son of Capt. John 
Rea, of Topsfield, aged 10 years, was killed on Saturday last, 
in the following distressing manner. Capt. Rea was returning 
from Haverhill with a load of rails or poles, in a double horse 
wagon; on arriving at Carlton’s hill, in Bradford, he got off 
from his load to lead the horses down the hill, leaving the boy 
to keep the reins. After descending the steepest part, he let 
go the horses, and stepped before them for the purpose of driving 
a yoke of oxen which he had purchased, leaving the guidance of 
the horses to his son, who was not unacquainted with driving. 
But by some means the horses sheered from the road; one of 
the wheels striking a stone, threw the boy from the wagon, and 
both wheels passed directly over a part of his under jaws and 
neck, killing him instantly. 

Salem Gazette, Apr. 26, 1833. 


A semi-annual mecting of the Mssex County Teachers’ Associa- 
tion will be held at Topstield on Friday and Saturday, the 24th 
and 25th of the present month, when the following lectures may 
be expected — 

On Friday, at 10 o’clock, A. M., by Oliver Carlton, of Marble- 
head, on Teaching English Grammar. 
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At 11 A. M., by Samuel Lawson, of Andover, on Public Ex- 
aminations of Schools. i 

At 2P.M., by David P. Page, of Newburyport, on The 
Proper arrangement of Studies and School Exercises. 

The meeting will close on Saturday with a Lecture commenc- 
ing at 11 A. M., by Lowell Mason, of Boston, Professor to the 
Boston Academy of Music, on the Pestalozzian and German 
System of teaching Music to Children. 

The time unoccupied by the above exercises will be spent in 
attending to other Lectures, and in the discussions of practical 
utility. 

It is hoped that the Delegates from the several Schoo! Com- 
mittees in the County, and the friends of education generally, 
will give a full aud prompt attendance. Per order 

Alfred Greenleaf, 
Corr. Seer’y. 

Salem, May 17, 1833. 

Salem Gazette, May 17, 1833. 


The following persons in Topsfield were licensed at the April 
Term of the Court of County Commissioners, as Innholders, 
Retailers, and Common Victuallers, or sellers of Wine, Beer, 
Ale, Cider, or fermented liquors. 

Innholders—John Rea, Jacob Towne, 8d,—without ardent 
spirits, Susanna Cummings and Frederick Perley. 

Seller of Wine, Beer, &c.—¥rederick Perley. 

Retailer—Samuel Gould. 

Salem Gazette, May 21, 1833. 


An audience of about three hundred persons assembled from 
nearly all the towns in the County at the semi-annual meeting 
of the Essex County Teachers’ Association, held in Topsfield on 
the 25th and 26th of May. * * * 

Mr. Mason’s lecture on teaching music to children was deliv- 
ered in the meeting-house. He was attended by a select Juvenile 
choir from Boston. Standing in front of the pulpit he gave to 
the audience, by means of a black board, an outline of the 


method of teaching. * * * [This article is half a column in 


length. ] 
Salem Gazette, June 21, 1833. 


Nehemiah Cleaveland of Topsfield was President of the Essex 
County Temperanee Society in June, 1833; he also was post- 
master at Topsfield at the samme time. 

Salem Gazette, July 5, 1833. 
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Mr. Elisha L. Cleaveland, of Topsfield, will be ordained to- 
morrow over the ‘Third Church and Society in New Haven, 
Conn. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Cleaveland of Salem. 


Salem Gazetie, July 23, 1833. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. The Fall Term in this Institu- 
tion will commence on Wrpnespay, the fourth day of Septem- 
ber next, for the instruction of pupils of both sexes. Mr. Asa 
Fowler has been engaged as Preceptor, who is highly recom- 
mended, and particularly by Doctor Lord, President of Dart- 
mouth College, * * * 

JAs. FE. McEwen, 
Secretary. 
Salem Gazette, Aug. 20, 1883. 


The annual inspection and review of the second regiment 
(Ipswich, Essex, Hamilton, part of Rowley, and Topsfield),.will 
be held on Oct. 3rd. 


Salem Gazette, Sept. 17, 1833. 


The fourth Annual Meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ 
Association will be holden at Topsfield on Friday and Saturday, 
the 29th and 80th of the present month. [Lectures were an- 
nounced by David Choate of Essex; Dr. Daniel Dana of New- 
buryport; James Worster of Boston; George W. Greene of 
Providence; A. R. Baker of Andover; and Dr. A. L. Peirson 
of Salem. ] 


Salem Gazette, Nov. 22, 1833. 


Essex County Tracuers’ ASSOCIATION. 


The fourth annual meeting was held at Topsfield on the 29th 
and 30th of November last, as heretofore announced. * * * The 
weather was unusually severe and prevented many of the most 
devoted friends of the Association from being present. * * * 
The Depository of the Association at Topsfield, under the care 
of Dr. RK. A. Merriam, being regularly furnished with copies of 
schoo] books, by most of the principal publishers and authors 
in New England, as well as articles of apparatus, and with 
pamphlets and periodicals pertaining to Education, will soon, of 
itself, become an object of interest to teachers and school coi- 
mittees. * * * Royall Augustus Merriam, of Topsfield, was 
elected Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, and Nehemiah Cleaveland 
of Newbury [born in Topsfield] was elected a counsellor. 

Salem Gazette, Jan. 7, 1834. 
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Pouce Courr. Aaron Porter Kneeland and Cyrus Kneeland, 
of Topsfield, were fined at the Police Court, last week, for cre- 


ating a disturbance and fighting, in the market, on Saturday 


evening previous. 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 4, 1834. 


Norrce. All persons who consider the existence of SLAVERY | 


in this country as a great political and moral evil, and who are 
disposed to adopt measures to enlighten the public mind in re- 
spect to this evil, and to secure its removal and who are 
disposed, if on an interview it shall be thought expedient to 
form an Essex County Society for the promotion of this object, 
are requested to meet for that purpose at the Hotel in Topsfield, 
on Friday, the 4th day of April next, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 1, 1834. 





At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Topsfield, 
qualified to vote in town affairs, held April 7, 1834 [yesterday] 
it was Votrp, 'o request the County Commissioners not to 
grant any licenses for the sale of any distilled or fermented 
liquors of any kind whatever, to any person or persons within 
the town of Topsfield, the ensuring year, 78 voted for and 43 
against the motion. 

Attest. Jacob Towne Jr., Town Clerk. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 8, 1834. 


Diep. In Topsfield, Henry Washington, only child of Joel 
and Mehitable Lake, aged 9 years. Funeral tomorrow afternoon 
at 2 o'clock. Friends and relatives are invited to attend with- 
out further invitation. 

Salem Gazette, Apr. 8, 1834. 


ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


At a Convention held at Topsfield, on Friday the 4th day of 
April, 1834, agreeably to previous notice, to consider the expe- 
diency of forming an Essex County Anti-Slavery Society, lev. 
Gardner B. Perry was called to the chair, and William Oakes 
and John G. Whittier were appointed secretaries. 

Forty-six gentlemen were present from eleven towns of the 
county...* * * 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted. On 
motion of J.G. Whittier, 
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Resolved, That the people of the Free States are involved in 
the guilt, the shame and the danger of slavery, and are conse- 
quently bound to use all constitutional and christian means for 
its utter and immediate extinction. 

{Resolutions offered by William Oakes, Rev. Dudley Phelps, 
and Edward Johnson were also adopted. | 

Voted, on motion of Rev.C. P. Grosvenor, that immediate mea- 
sures be taken by this convention for the formation of an anti-slav- 
very Society in each town in the county,where no such society now 
exists, and that delegates from these local societies and other 
friends of the cause in the county, be requested to meet for the 
formation of an Essex County Anti-slavery Society, at Salem, 
on Wednesday, the eleventh day of June next, at 10 o’clock 
M7 .* * 

Rev. C. P. Grosvenor, Mr. Whittier, Rev. D. Phelps, G. B. 
Perry, and D. L. Kimball, were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare a constitution.* * * 


Salem Gazette, Apr. 15, 1834. 


The Essex County Natural History Society will meet at Tops- 
field, on Wednesday next, the 16th day of the present month, 
at 9 and 2 o’clock, to choose Committees, and make arrange- 
ments for the ensuing season. 

At the meeting the objects of the society will be explained, 
and specimens in the various branches of Natural History, with 
apparatus for their collection, will be exhibited and illustrated 
—also, various plates and engravings including some of the 
plates of Mr. Audubon’s Birds of America. 

Ladies and Gentlemen who feel an interest in the objects of 
the Society are respectfully invited to attend. 

Per order of the Curators, 
Joun M. Ives, Secretary. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 15, 1834. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Ata legal meeting of the inhabitants of Topsfield, held on 
the Sth inst. it was voted unanimously, to choose a committee 
of three persons to request the County Commissioners to license 
all persons that the Selectmen have or may approbate for the 
year ensuing. 
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Topsfield against Topsfield. 


The town of Topsfield, at a legal meeting held April 7th, 
yoted, 78 to 43, against Rum; and at another legal meeting, 
May 8th, voted unANtMovusLyY in favor of Kum, 44 being present 
and voting having gained one during the intervening month. 
The anti-rum citizens, having once expressed their sentiments 
on the subject, for the imformation of the County Commission- 
ers, as to the wants of the town in this behalf, wisely concluded. 
to stay at home, and attend to their husbandry, or to their other 
avocations. One or two went to the meeting, as spectators, and 
it is said the proceedings were conducted with the utmost har- 
mony and good will. it was indeed a most loving meeting. It 
was truly affecting. All hearts seemed to be melted into one. 
No feuds—no opposition—no distraction—but all peace, love and. 
concord. 


« How pleasant ’tis to see 

Brethren and friends agree: 

Each in their proper station move— 
And each fulfil their part 

With sympathizing heart, 

Tn all the cares of life and love. 


Salem Register, May 12, 1834. 


(Gz At'a meeting of the inhabitants of Topsfield, on the 8th 
inst. it was voted unanimously, to choose a committee of three 
persons to request the County Commissioners to license all per- 
sons that the Selectmen have or may approbate for the year 
ensuing. 

Commercial Advertiser (Salem), May 14, 1834. 


The fourth semiannual meeting of the Essex County Teacher’s 
Association will be holden at Topsfield on Friday and Saturday 
the 23d ana 24th of the present mouth. * * * | 

There will be lectures by William P. Braman of Danvers ; R. 
A. Merriam of Topsfield, on preserving health in schools; Ben- 
jamin Greenleaf of Bradford ; and Charles O. Kimball of Mo. 
thuen. At some suitable time during the meeting one or more 
officers of the National Ilistory Society of this County will be 
present to explain the use of various articles of apparatus, and 
the best methods of preserving specimins, a variety of which, 
with Mr. Audubon’s plates, will be exhibited. 

Danirx B. Pace, Ree. Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, May 16, 1834 
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Topsfield has redeemed herself. 


Messrs. Palfray & Cook.—A communication appeared in the 
Register a short time ago, headed “ Topsfield against Topsfield.” 
As that communication was calculated to mislead, you will] con- 
fer a favor by publishing the following true statements of facts. 

The Selectmen, of Topsfield, in accordance with the petition 
of ten freeholders, requesting them so to do, issued their warrant 
for a meeting to see if the town would vote to request the 
County Commissioners not to grant any licenses to any person 
or persons to sell any distilled or fermented liquors to any name 
or nature whatever, the ensuing year. This meeting was noti- 
fied to be held on the same day that the annual March meeting 
was adjourned to. The first motion made at said meeting was 
to pass over the article—which motion was negatived, 78 to 69. 
The second motion was to see if the town would vote to request 
the County Commissioners not to grant any licenses, of any per- 
sons, as aforesaid, forthe ensuing year—which vote passed in 
the affirmative, 78 to 43. Some of those persons who voted to 
pass the article over, voted on the other side, expecting that a 
vote would be obtained to dispense with Rum only. The writer in 
the Register states that the vote was 78 to 43 against Rum. This 
was intended to deceive the people. Why did he not insert 
in his communication all that the town vote to abolish? He is 
presumed to be such a lover of Wine, that he did not wish to 
have it known that the the town voted to request the County 
Commissioners not to license any person or persons to sell any 
distilled, or fermented liquors whatever. The truth is, this writ- 
er intends to convey the idea that Rum was all that the town 
voted to dispense with—and it is presumed that it is all that 
some of the pretended temperance people of Topsfield wished to 
have put down ; for they seemed to be much interested to have 
the wine licenses obtained—so that the wine-bibbers might be 
accommodated. : 

What principle is there in a man who votes to have no rum, 
wine, cider or beer sold in the town, and afterwards applies to 
be approbated and obtains a license for part of the same—or 
what shall be said of another individual who continues to deal 
out occasionally to people Mum—or one who tends a Wine 
house, and says he will deal it out as long as the Constitution 
will bear him out in it ? 

The Register writer states the meeting on the 8th of May was 
a most loving meeting. I wish the same could be said of the 
meeting on the 7th of April—for then it was almost impossible 
for the Moderator to count the half temperance people, for they 
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were in great agitation. It will not do for persons who would 
be thought to be consistent, to preach one thing and practice the 
reverse. I think this writer used a cunning term when he said 
the “anti-Rum citizens,” &¢c.—but he could not say the anti- 
Wine citizens, for this phrase he did not relish. 

I herewith subjoin the vote of the town of Topsfield on the 
Sth day of May. 

« Voted, unanimously—To choose a committee of three persons 
to request the County Commissioners to license ad/ persons that 
the Selectmen have or may approbate the year ensuing.” 

NO DECEPTION. 
Commercial Advertiser (Salem), May 21, 1834. 


Innholders, Retailers, and sellers of Wine in Topsfield licensed 
by the Court of County Commussioners. 
John Rea, Innholder in Ist degree, Susanna Cummings, Jni- 
holder in 2d degree. Frederick Perley, Retailer in 2d degree. 
Salem Gazette, May 30, 1834. 


Noricr. A School for young ladies will be opened in Zops- 
field Academy the first Monday in June, under the care of Miss 
Ann Searle. The usual branches of advanced education will be 
taught. 

Salem Gazette, June 8, 1884. 


SALUTARIUM. 


Dr. Merriam will open his house in Topsfield for the recep- 
tion of Invalids and those affected with chronic complaints in 
Medicine or Surgery. Various kinds of baths will be provided 
and earriages for short excursions in the surrounding country. 

Disorders of the chest, bowels and skin, and particularly of 
children, will probably be more benefited by a few weeks resi- 
dence in the country, than in any other situation. 

Kind attentions may be relied on for moderate compensation. 

Salem Gazette, June 3, 1834. 


Intemperance encouraged by those who have pledged themselves 
to discourage it. 

There is a young Tavern Keeper ina town, not a hundred 
miles from Topstield, who, when a vote was taken to inform the 
County Commissioners as to the wants of the Town, in respect 
to Licenses, “ voted toinstruct the Selectmen not to approbate 
any person to sell ardent or fermented liquors, for the year en- 
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suing,” and who, with crocodile sympathy, persuaded all he 
could, with any argument to vote with him to put down the 
same— Wine, Cider and Beer ;—yet, in a very short time after 
the vote was carried, he found that if he was deprived of his li- 
cense to sell wine, cider and beer, his interest would be materi- 
ally affected, and he speedily turned, as if struck by some magi- 
eal wand, and his license has since been obtained; and he now 
sells to all who wish to purchase ; and whenever any real friend 
of Temperance reproves him for his inconsistency, he replies 
that he will sell, as long as the Constitution will permit him. 
There is also in the same place, a Store Keeper, who was very 
anxious to pass the vote above alluded to, who has since ob- 
tained his license to sell Wine, Cider and Beer. What can any 
honest man think of such inconsistent conduct in those who have 
pledged themselves to do all in their power to discourage intem- 
perance? And what can be thought of those half-temperance 
men who give their approbation of such measures? Aad how 
can this be explained unless the half-temperance men are fed 


from the wine bottles, and cider barrels of these anti-temper- 
ance men? 





“ How pleasant ’tis to see’ 
Half-temperance men agree—Qe. 
One who wishes to see things done in order 
Commercial Advertiser (Salem), June 4, 1834. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ As- 
sociation was holden at Topsfield, on the 23d and 24th of May, 
* * * there being at least three hundred persons assembled 
from eighteen of the different towns in the County. * * * [A 
half column account. ] 


Salem Gazette, June 6, 1834. 


Messrs. Palfray & Cook : Ina late communication in the Regis- 
ter, signed ‘* Anti-Wine,” it is stated, that the assertion made in 
the Advertiser in respect to the Young Tavern Keeper and a 
Store Keeper, is a falsehood. I can state that the assertion is 
not a falsehood ; and this is not the first time, that “ Anti-Wine” 
has endeavored to deceive the public respecting Topsfield; for 
the whole tenor of his writings bespeak deception and false- 
hoods; and if we are not mistaken in the Register writer, of 
him we should not expect better things. For we verily believe 
that there is no more originality in him, than merely to indite 
and give free course to absolute fabricutions. 
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As to the young Tavern Keeper, he was very active in having 
the vote of the 7th of April pass; and used his best endeavors 
to persuade all he could possibly, to vote with him in passing it. 
And in a few days afterwards the Wine House was licensed, and 
he now sells to all who wish to purchase; and he says he will 
continue to sell as long as the Constitution will bear him out in 
it. Wonderful friend of Temperance! Wonderful Consist- 
ency! One day for putting down all kinds of Spirituous and 
Fermented liquors, the very next day, selling Wine, Cider and 
Beer ! 

We could also state that the Store Keeper was extremely soli- 
citous that the vote alluded to should pass; and at the town 
meeting used all possible means to carry it; and has since been 
licensed as a retailer in the 2d degree. Can the cause of Tem- 
perance be advanced by such measures, taken by those who have 
pledged themselves to use all fair means to promote it? We 
think it cannot be, and we do sincerely hope that these men will 
duly consider their ways and turn from them, and use their in- 
fluence in a cause which has for its end the good of thousands. 

One word more for the Register writer. If we are rightly in- 
formed, the appellation “ Anti-Wine,” he cannot claim with any 
degree of propriety—for we are informed and by respectable 
persons, that but a few days, both before and after he lectured 
so feelingly from a patched up address, in the Methodist Church, 
he was seen to take his glass of Wine with all the pleasure im- 
aginable; and we are informed that a short time since he was 
boasting inthe Wine house that he had drunk six bottles of 
Wine at one time ona wager, and that it was many days, after 
taking antimony once in three or four hours, before he was en- 
tirely sober—while his opponent, who could drink only five was 
crying Oh! dear, I shall die! I shall die! 

If his wine opponent was in such keen distress after drinking 
five bottles of wine, what must have been “ Anti-Wine’s” feel- 
ings after taking six? Surely he must have been ina condi- 
tion to extend the right hand of real fellowship to “ those of the 
matted hair, the crownless hat, the worn out shoes, the ragged 
coat ;” and we should think he would have gone with a tottering 
step down to the grave, never more to have degraded himself be- 
low the beast of the fields. If we had no other evidence of 
the Register writer, than his frequent loiterings about the bar- 
room of the Wine house, we should conclude that he was a wine- 
bibber, for we may yenerally judge persons by the company 
they keep. And if he did not love Wine dearly he would not 
desire to be where it is. 
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We rejoice to state that the young Register writer is nota 
native of Topsfield, but has lately come into the place, and at- 
tempted until recently, to give his attention to Professional 
Study, but now is engaged in a much nobler object—writing one 
thing and practising another! Wedo believe an one to be a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing; a real enemy to Temperance—one 
whose writings will never do good as long as he remains as far 
out of the path of rectitude as he nowis. We do advise the 
youngster to forbear, for little does he consider how much in- 
jury he is doing to one of the best of causes, that of Temper- 
ance. We do know that the real friends of Temperance in Tops- 
field do not thank him for what he has done, or what he may 
do, as long as he continues to write and yet indulge in the use 
of wine. For the people of Topsfield are too much enlightened 
to be imposed upon by a young man who has lately took up his 
residence here, and attempted to dictate to the people what they 
shall do,and what they shall not do. We will now stop for 
this time, to commence hereafter if 1t be necessary, to make fur- 
ther exposures. TRUTH. 

Topstield, June 12, 1854. 

Commercial Advertiser (Salem), June 18, 1834. 


The following persons have been licensed by the County 
Commissioners, as Innholders, Retailers, Sellers of Wine, &c. at 
their respective places of business in their several towns, viz: 

Topsrietp. John Rea, Innholder in ist degree. Susanna 
Cummings, Innholder in 2d degree. Frederick Perley, Retailer 
in 2d degree. 

Commercial Advertiser (Salem), June 18, 1834. 


[Several communications pro and con, appear in the Register 
on the temperance situation in Topsfield. In the June 16 issue 
is printed the following:] Another Topsfield correspondent 
has sent us some remarks in reply to the recent communications 
in the Advertiser, respecting the late Temperance meetings in 
that town. We regret that we have not room for the whole 
article. The following is an extract :— 


“While the antis, or ‘half temperance people’ as the writer 
calls them, were in an uproar, the Temperance people were firm 
and immoyable, urging forward their cause, which was faithfully 
supported both by young and old, six “ Hurrons of the Rrvouv- 
TION,” being present, ready to defend the Town against a more 
deadly enemy (Rum) than any foreign foe.” 
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In a further communication a writer states that both appli- 
cants for wine licenses made application before the meetings ; 
that the storekeeper, although a license had been oranted, yet 
had not availed himself of his privilege to sell wine; that the 
young tavern keeper never applied for a license, nor had he re- 
ceived one; he was hired to tend for another. 

Salem Register, June 26, 1834. 


On Monday afternoon, during a thunder squall, the light- 
ning struck a large oak tree, near Mrs. Cummings’ Hotel, in Tops- 
field, which rent it asunder from the top-most branch to the 


roots. 
Salem Register, July 14, 1834. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. Editor. 

I have noticed, in several communications lately published in 
the Register and Advertiser, a great attempt to destroy, or at 
least to injure the good character of two of our townsmen, 
whom they have designated as the “ young Tavern-keeper ” and 
“ Store-keeper.” Now, Sir, I would state that these young men 
do now bear, as they have ever done, as good a name as any 
two men who can be found in Topsfield, or in Essex county, and 
they have done, and are still doing, as much to promote the 
cause of Temperance, as any men who can be named. The 
“ young Tavern-keeper”’ is hired in the Hotel and has no more 
to do with the affairs of the house than others who have been 
employed there in years past. The house is under the superin- 
tendence of the respected lady who has kept it for a number of 
years past,and who has ever maintained good order and decorum 
ever since it has been under her care. If the young man did 
vote on the 7th of April to request the County Commissioners 
not to grant any licenses in Topsfield for the sale of spirituous 
or fermented liquors, where is his inconsistency? Why 1s so 
much written to lower him in public estimation? He has no 
more to do with the concerns of the house than the ostlers em- 
ployed by Col. Colman have to do with the business of the East- 
ern Stage Company ; how, therefore, is he inconsistent? And J. 
would here state that he never requested any man to assist him 
in obtaining a license for himself, or for any other person what- 
ever. So, Mr. “No Deception” must be incorrect as regards 
this matter. | 

I do think the “ young tavern-keeper,” as he is called, is much 
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injured, and all acquainted with the facts relative to the licenses 
will allow that his conduct has been highly commendable. He 
his borne all this censure without opening his mouth in reply, 
for he knows that no injuries are so bitter and inexcusable as 
those from a pretended friend, and in whom he, to his sorrow, 
placed confidence. In such he finds a foe where he least ex- 
pected it, and loses a friend when he most wanted one. Shall 
the innocent be censured for what they are not guilty? No— 
rather let truth and reason bear sway, than blind infatuation. 

As respects the ‘ Store-keeper,” he has sacrificed friends and 
property for the last three years, to carry on this great and good 
cause, which has saved so many from the vortex of ruin and 
caused thousands of wives and children to rejoice in the recovery 
of their husbands and fathers from a state far below the beasts 
of the field. Why is it, that after this man has given up the 
selling of all kinds of spirits and wines, he is to be hurled from 
the meritorious station he occupies in society? Can any -man, 
who is not laboring under alienation of mind, deprive him of 
this valuable gem, respectability? O forbear! take not away 
that which he so richly deserves, but rather let him peaceably 
share with us the blessings which Providence has so bountifully 
bestowed upon us all. 

The writers in the Register and Advertiser would make the 
public think that some wonderful phenomenon has happened in 
Topsfield, which is to prove fatal to Temperance. But after a 
careful investigation of the matter, 1 cannot see any cause for 
so much vituperative matter as has been written. 

They vainly think the community is extremely interested in 
the licensing of two or three individuals in Topsfield. They 
have made a great stir about the JW ine license, but have been 
very mute on the license that was granted to sell Brandy, Rum 
and Gin, with all spirituous liquors! Such articles as these, I 
suppose, they consider so inoffensive, so hurmless, that they can- 
not but do a man good! But wine, O thou evil doer ! thou cause 
of all mischief! let us but kill thee, aud then thou, O Rum and 
Brandy, shall live forever! ‘This appears to be the sentiment of 
the gentlemen writers who have wielded the pen so powerfully 
against our two respected townsmen, and each other, and which 
they would have us adopt. 

The writer of this intends not to enter into a dispute (as his 
time is taken up in manual labor), but only to give what he 
thinks a fair statement. The dispute, carried on for some time 
past, has not been the means of any good to the cause of Tem- 
perance. It is difficult to ascertain which has done the most 
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injury—but we think Mr. “ Anti-Wine ” is not to be commend- 
ed for answering Mr. “No Deception” in the manner he did, 
in the commencement of the dispute. Surely the opposers of 
Bacchus have enough to contend with without this controversy. 
Yet, under all these discouragements, if a steady course is pur- 
sued, the cause of Temperance must and will triumph. 

In closing, I would respectfully request the editors of the 
Register and Advertiser not to give place to any more communi- 
cations on the subject of “Topsfield licenses,” as I know the 
people of this town are heartily sick of the matter, and it is 
evident the public are disgusted with the dispute as it has been 
carried on. CANDOR. 

Salem Register, July 24, 1834. 


SALUTARIUM. 


Dr. Merrram will open his house in Topsfield for the recep- 
tion of Invalids and those affected with chronic complaints in 
Medicine or Surgery. Various kinds of baths will be provided 
and carriages for short excursions in the surrounding country. 

Disorders of the chest, bowels and skin, and particularly of 
children, will probably be more benefitted by a few weeks resi- 
dence in the country than in any other situation. 

Kind attentions may be relied on for moderate compensation. 

Salem Gazette, July 25, 1834. 


DIED. Drowned, in Topsfield river, on Sunday, Miss Louisa 
Towne, 18, daughter of Mr. Eben’r Towne. 
Salem Gazette, August 1, 1834. 


NOTICE. 


Tux FREEMASONS OF Essex County are requested to meet at 
the Topsfield Hotel, on Monpay, the 15th day of September 
inst. at 10 o’clock A. M. for the purpose of considering the ex- 
pediency of adopting a similar course of measures in regard to 
the Institution, with that already adopted in the County of 
Worcester, and contemplated in the Counties of Hampshire, 
Hampden and Franklin. It is particularly desired that the pro- 
posed meeting should be numerously attended, so that there may 
be a full expression of the sentiments of the Fraternity on the 
subject. This notice is given after a somewhat extensive con- 
sultation among the Masons of the County, and is in accordance 
with their wishes, so far as tney have been ascertained. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 2, 1834. 
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MASONIC MEETING. 


A meeting of Freemasons of Essex County was held yester- 
terday, pursuant to public notice, at the Topsfield Hotel, for the 
purpose of considering the expediency of adopting a similar 
course of measures in regard to the institution, with that already 
adapted in the counties of Worcester, Hampshire, Hampden 
and Franklin. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Nath’] Peabody, of 
Salem. Rev. Joseph B. Felt of Hamilton was chosen chairman, 
and Dr. Stephen Huse of Methuen, and Caleb Foote of Salem, 
secretaries. 

The following named gentlemen were then appointed a com- 
mittee to report resolutions expressive of the sense of the meet- 
ing:—Messrs. Henry Whipple, Joseph G. Sprague, Rufus 
Choate, of Salem, John W. Proctor, of Danvers, Asahel Hunt- 
ington, of Salem, John Davis, of Methuen, Joseph Newhall, of 
Lynn, William Stevens, and William lrerson, of Gloucester. 

The meeting was addressed by several gentlemen, from differ- 
ent towns in the county, from whose statements it appeared 
that masonry, in their respective quarters, had already been 
surrendered in point of fact, and formally with regard to some 
masonic bodies in Salem, Newburyport, Marblehead, Gloucester, 
ete. 


The following resolutions, reported by the Committee, were 
unanimously adapted :— 

Resolved, That we have observed with pleasure, the measures 
adapted by our Masonic brethren in other parts of the Common- 
wealth, to allay the excitement at present existing in regard to 
Free Masonry, and cheerfully co-operate with them. 

Kiesolved, That in the spirit, objects, and practical influences 
of the Masonic Institution, as it has existed within the sphere of 
our personal observation, there is nothing inconsistent with the 
religious and civil duties of its members, nothin g dangerous to 
the order and security of society, and nothing adverse to the ab- 
solute supremacy of the law. 

Jiesolved, That as a social and charitable association, it might 
still, to some purposes of utility, be perpetuated, had not a 
large portion of the community been induced to regard it as 
useless and dangerous, and had not the Legislature of this Com- 
monwealth, by a recent law, passed with unprecedented unanimi- 
ty, and partly by the votes of Masons, declared that it shall not 
exist here beyond the lives of its present members, thus placing 


us in a new and unanticipated relation to the goverment of Mass- 
achusetts, 
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Resolved, That while we regret that sentiment of apprehension 
and hostility, with which to so great an extent, the Masonic In- 
stitution is regarded, and while we believe that it springs from 
erroneous views of the actual tendencies and genuine principles 
of Masonry, and while we know and feel that whether im) tae 
Lodge or out of the Lodge, our hearts turn to our country, the 
constitution, and the laws with undivided love, and entire obe- 
dience, we yet recognize the duty of respecting public opinion, 
of giving peace, by any sacrifice but the sacrifice of principle, to 
the public mind, of rescuing the institution of Masonary estab- 
lished originally for the best purposes, for the promotion of 
good will and brotherly love and charity, from becoming the 
means of strife and alienation., and ef removing, so far as in us 
lies, the hindrance which prevents all good men from uniting 
their counsels, and efforts to promote the general welfare, and 
that neither false pride, nor false fear, ought to deter us from 
this obvious and urgent duty: 

Resolved, Therefore, That in view of the state of public 
opinion, and of the law of the land, it is expedient that the Ma- 
sonic Tnstitution cease to exist, and to this end we recommend, 
that the several Lodges in this County surrender their Charters, 
and after their concerns shall be closed, that their Funds be 
disposed of according to the charitable uses for which they have 
been collected. 

Resolved—'That the editors of the various newspapers in the 
County of Essex, be requested to copy these proceedings. 

Josrry B. Feit, Chairman. 
Stephen Huse, i gl 
Puleh, Fasie, Secretaries. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 16, 1834. 


The Essex County Teacher’s Association will hold their fifth 
annual meeting at Topsfield, on Friday and Saturday, the 28th 
and 29th of the present month. 

Salem Gazette, Nov 18, 1834. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The winter term in this Institution will commence on Wednes- 
day the 3d instant, to continue twelve weeks. 

For instruction in the branches of common English study 

Ch 
— po. 

For the higher branches of Inglish, for Latin, Greek and 
French—$6. 
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A few scholars can be accomm 


odated with boarding in the 
family of the instructor. 


Alfred W. Pike. 
Topsfield, Dec. 2, 1834. 


Salem Gazette, Dec. 2, 1834. - 


REMARKABLE ROBBERY AT TOPSFIELD. 


Mr. J. C. Davis, who arrived at To 

" eastern stage, from Dover, N. H. 

his pocket book, containing 
of bank bills of $100 each. 

Mr. D. did not proceed in the Stage in which he arrived at 

Topsfield, and did not discover his loss until after it had set 


out for Boston. Finally, when search was made the empty 
pocket book was found behind an out house. 


Salem G'azette, Jan. 16, 1835. 


pstield yesterday, in the 
» States that he was robbed of 
1700 dollars, done up in packages 


Hard Work in Cold Weather—Mr. Samuel Bradstreet, of Tops- 


field, between 13th Dec. and 10th of January inst. in which 
were 20 working days, with his team of one horse and SiX oxen, 
hauled 23 tons and 20 ft. of oak timber from Topsfield to Salem 
and Essex. Inthe mean time moved six cords of peat L 1-4 
miles, moved two cords of wood to market, broke the path on the 
Newburyport Turnpike through town, and broke other paths in 
town two days, with the assistance of one hired manu only. 


Salem Gazette, Jan. 23, 1835, 


L. M. Sarcent, Ese. or Boston, will deliver a Lecture before 
the Union Temperance Society of Topsfield, on the subject of 
Temperance, in Rey. Mr. McEwen’s Meeting-house on Sarurpay 
EVENING NEXT, Jan. 31. Also, on Sabbath Evening, Feb. 1, 
commencing at half past 6 o’elock, on each evening. 


The friends of Temperance in the neighboring towns are re- 
spectfully invited to attend. 


R. Phillips, Jr. Cor. See. 
Topsfield, Jan. 27, 1835. 


The pledge of this society prohibits the use of all distilled 
Spirits, wines, Strong beer, ete. as articles of drink. It is ex- 
pected that the lecturer will expose the baneful effects of all 
drinks containing alcohol, on those who use them. 


Salem Gazette, Jan. 30, 1835, 
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Novtrce-—The Rev. Jason Whitman, the General Agent of the 
Unitarian Association, will preach in Topsfield, at the Academy, 
next Saturday Evening, 14th inst. Services to commence at 6 
o’clock.—Also he will preach at the abovementioned place next 
Sabbath, 15th inst. 


By order of the Committee of the Congregational Society in Tops- 


field. W. M. Hubbard. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 13, 1830. 


Topsrietp. The following town officers were elected at the 
annual meeting in Topsfield on Tuesday last. 

Nathaniel Perley, Moderator., Jacob Towne, jun, Town-Clerk., 
Selectmen, Jacob Towne, jun., David Towne, Wm. Hubbard, 
Samuel Bradstreet, Wim. Cummins., Assessors, David Towne, 
Amos Perkins, David Lake, jun., Overseers of the Poor, Joseph 
Batchelor, Nath’l Perley, Zaccheus Gould. 

Salem Gazette, March 16, 1835. 


ESSEX COUNTY ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


A meeting of the Managers of this Society will be held at the 
Topsfield Hotel, rosrorrow, April 1st, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
Salem Gazette, March 31, 1835. 


County CovENTION. 


A Convention will be held at Topsfield Hotel, on Saturday, 
the 25th inst. at 10 o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of nominating 
Counry Commissioners. The several towns in the County are 
requested to send Delegates, without distinction of Parry, it 
being intended by those concerned in calling this Convention, to 
select such persons for these offices as are best qualified to dis- 
charge auy their various and highly responsible duties. 

Salem Gazette, April 21, 1835. 


TOPSFIELD CONVENTION, 


At a County Convention, held at Topsfield, on Saturday, the 
25th inst., in pursuance of previous public notice to the several 
towns to send delegates, for the purpose of nominating a list of 
candidates for County Commissioners, 

Hon. Nenemran CurveLann, of Topsfield, was chosen Chair- 
man, and Sonromon H. Curnirr, of Newburyport, Secretary. 
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The returns of members were received and examined, and 
sixty nine answered to their names, representing seventeen 
towns, to wit: Salem, Danvers, Lynn, Saugus, Bradford, Rowley, 
Newbury, Newburyport, Beverly, Wenham, Ipswich, Gloucester, 
Marblehead, Salisbury, Amesbury, Middleton, and Topsfield. 

A nominating committee, of one member from each town 
represented in convention, was appointed for the purpose of re- 
porting a list of candidates for County and Special Commission- 
ers, of which committee Hon. Mobert Rantoul, of Beverly, was 
chairman. 

The list reported, and afterwards «unanimously agreed upon in 
convention, is as follows: 


County CoMMISSIONERS, 


Hon. ASA W. WILDES, of Newburyport [born in Topsfield]. 
JOHN W. PROCTOR, Esq., of Danvers. 
Col. MOSES NEWELL, of West Newbury. 


SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS, 


Hon. DAVID PUTMAN, of Salem. 
WILLIAM WHIPPLE, Esq., of Ginaceutet 


Resolved, That this convention, having the fullest confidence 
in the qualifications of the individuals before named, for the 
high and important duties of County and Special Commission- 
ers, and believing that, if elected, they will discharge these 
duties to the acceptance of the people, do therefore nominate 
and recommend them to the citizens of the County for their 
support at the approaching election. 

Resolved, That this convention will use all honorable and fair 
means to secure their election. 

A committee was chosen, consisting of Messrs. Andrew Nich- 


ols, Asahel Huntington, and Daniel Lord, to prepare an Address 


to the people, in behalf of the convention. 
A committee was chosen to fill vacancies, if any of the gen- 
tlemen nominated should decline. 


fesolved, That the proceedings of this Convention be signed 


by the Chairman and Secretary, and offered for publication in 
the several papers of the County. 
The convention then adjourned without day. 
NEH. CLEAVELAND, Chairman. 
A true Copy. 
Attest, 5. H. Currier, Sec’y. 
Salem Gazette, April 28, 1835. 
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ESSEX COUNTY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The fifth semi-annual Meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ 
Association will be holden at Topsfield on Fripay and SATuR- 
pAY, the 22d and 23d of the present month. 

Particulars will be given in future papers. All persons inter- 
ested in the progress of Education, especially teachers and dele- 
gates from the several School Committees in the County, are 
invited. 

Per order, 
Davin P. Pacn. Hee. See. 
Salem Gazette, May 5, 1835. 


“BRUTAL CRUELTY.’ ’ 


Messrs. Editors: Having seen in the Boston Morning Post, 
of May 2d, 1835, an anonymous communication, headed “ Bru- 
tal Cruelty,” accusing Mr. PIKE, of this town, in several par- 
ticulars in respect to his treatment of a young girl, Sarah B. 
Jay, who has lived in his family during the last five or six 
months, and who has been recently returned to her mother in 
Boston. We, the undersigned, have availed ourselves of such 
means, aS we consider suflicient to authorize us to form and ex- 
press an opinion in the case,—and accordingly certify that we 
are satisfied that there has been no cause of complaint against 
Mr. or Mrs. Pike in respect to the girl. We are satisfied that 
she was well fed and clothed, and comfortably provided for on 
their part. Her sickly appearance and diseased feet, we con- 
sider anecessary consequence of her own personal conduct, 
which was, for more than two months previous to her being 
placed at the disposal of the Overseers of the Poor of Topsfield, 
filthy and disgusting, in a degree we have never known equalled. 
And therefore, we view the Communication alluded to, as slan- 
derous in the extreme. We have the fullest confidence in the 
kindness and attention of Mr. and Mrs. Pike to all under their 
care. , 

N. CLEAVELAND, 
JACOB TOWNE, 
MOSES WILDES, 

R. A. MERRIAM, 
JAMES F. McEWEN, 
NATHANIEL PERLEY, 
JEREMIAH STONE. 

Topsfield, May 6, 1550. 

Salem Register, May 31, 1885. 
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VALUABLE REAL ESTATE AT AUCTION IN 
TOPSFIELD. 


On Tvuxspay, the second day of June next, at 3 o’clock P. M. 
on the premises, 

Tuat valuable Dwelling House with the land under and ad- 
joining, with all the other buildings thereon, now occupied by 
Billy Emerson, in Topsfield. For further particulars apply 

S. Upton, Auct. 
Salem Gazette, May 19, 1838. 


ESSEX CO. TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


The fifth semiannual meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ 
Association, will be holden at Topsfield, on Friday and Satur- 
day, the 22d and 23d of the present month. The following 
Lectures may be expected :— 

Friday At 10 o’clock A.M. by Thomas B. Fox, of Newbury- 
port, on “The Meaning and Objects of Education.” At 11 
o’clock, by Lionel Tenney, of Andover, on “Teaching the Pri- 
mary Branches of Instruction.” At 2 o’clock P. M., by Sam’l 
M. Worcester of Salem, on “ The English Language.” At half 
past 3 o’clock, a discussion to be opened by Samuel RB. Hall, of 
Andover ; Question—“ Can schools be governed by moral suasion 
only.” 

Saturday—At 9 o’clock, A. M., a Discussion or Lecture. At 
10 o’clock a Lecture by John A. Vaughan, of Salem, on “ Moral 
and Religious Influence in schools.” At 11 o'clock, by Benj. 
Greenleaf, of Bradford, on “The Geology and Mineralogy of 
the Country.” 

All persons interested in the progress of Education, especially 
teachers and delegates from the several School Committees in 
the County, are invited. 

Per order. David P. Page, Recording See. 

Newburyport, May 2. 

Salem Gazette, May 22, 1835. 
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1909. 


Jan. 5. 
Jan. 15. 
Jan. 25. 
Feb. 11. 
Mar. 23. 
Apr. 3. 
Apr. 9. 
June rt. 
June 13. 


June 26. 


July 2. 


Sept. 1. 


Oct. 24. 
Nov. 21. 
Dec. Io. 


Peed. STATISTICS OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 


FOR THE YEAR 190g. 


BIRTHS. 





—~McFagan, son of Robert and Jane (McGuchin) McFagan. 
Thomas F., son of Fred E. and Hattie E. (Fuller) Watson. 
Abbie Elmar, dau. of George P. and Sarah (McNulty) Davison. 
Thomas F. son of Frederick E. and May H. (Lowe) Pingree. 


Frederick Andrew, son of Andrew and Isabelle R. (Kelley) Gould. 


Eveline L. dau. of Melvin W. and Bessie E. (Welch) Smerage. 
John R., son of John W. and Florence M. (Derry) Fuller. 
Richard L. son of Forrest W. and Alice L. (Perkins) Rust. 
Mabel A. E., dau. of Mathias I. and Anna (Olesen) Hansen. 
Stephen A., son of Thomas A. and Annie V. (O’Donnell) Pierce. 
Walter Albin, son of Walter S. and Lulu A. (Albin) Peterson. 
Constance L., dau. of William A. and Grace E. (Pierce) Fuller. 
Roger T.,son of Timothy J. and Edith A. (Smith) Fuller. 
Thomas E. P. son of Morris J. and Mary A. (Bennett) Brown. 





Walter Maynard, son of Daniel O. and Mary H. (O’Regan) Peterson. 
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158 VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1909. 
MARRIAGES. 
1909. 
Richard J. Walsh (Topsfield), son of James and Bridget (Brennick) 
Walsh. 
on “4; Lena G. Currier (Middleton), dau. of James M. and Rebecca 
4 AE eee i Currier. 
be J. Collins (Vops field), son of Richard and Margaret (McHugh) 
— sie Collins. 
ak - Vflizabeth I. Kirby (Danvers), daa. of Michael W. and Mary 
(Murphy) Kirby. 
Harlan M. Greaves (Charlestown), son of Severenous A. and 
June ‘s Sarah E. A fotperses n) Greaves. 
. Berniece D. Fraime (  roPabat®) dau. of Francis C. and Elizabeth 
{ (Bor tina) Fraime. 
Clarence H. Lunt (@everly), son of Hervey and Elizabeth A 
Sent : (Blake) Lunt. 
ay = Grace G. Peabody (Topsfield), dau. of Alden P. and Lydia A. 
(Wildes) Peat body. 
(Lewis H. Williams (Topsfield), son of Thomas P.and Eliza H. 
re aie ae (Harding) Williams. 
ae: 9- Elizabeth W. Carrol! (Ipswich), dau. of Levi J.and Phebe A. 
(Dodge) Carroll. 
(Geo. L. Bowser (fopsfield), son of Joseph and Henrietta (Cole) 
Oct rh J Bowser 
i * ‘) Bella MacDona id son amsiriegs dau. of Ronald and eg a 
( (MacDonald) Siac Donald. 
(Dutton T. Hill, (Topsfield), son of George and Nell (Cartey) 
; Hill. 
nee 34 4 Isabel Russell, (Salem), dau. of James and Isabel (Martin) 
{ Russell. 
DEATHS 
1909. 
Jan. 9. Roseltha, wife of Edward Otis Gould and dau. of William O. and 
Beisey (Burbank) Sides, aged 69 yrs., § mos., 26 dys. 
Jan. 20. Daniel Fuller, son of Benjamin and L’sther (Wilkins) Fuller, aged 66 
yrs.,4 mos., 17 dys 
Feb. 23. Eva, wife of Samuel Hoodand aau. of Francis and Elizabeth (Hawley) 
Thomas, aged 47 yrs , 8 mos. 
Mar. 25. Albert Hermon Davison, son of George H. and Elma _L. (Averill) 
Davison, aged 50 yrs., § mos., 10 dys. 
Mar.30. Margaret, wife of Richard Collins and dau. of John and Margaret 


(Barry) McHugh, aged 62 yrs. 
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Nov. 209. 


1909. 


Feb, 27. 
Mar. 17. 


Mar. 29. 
May 27. 
May 30. 


Sept. 16, 
Oct. 22. 
Lict.. 26, 
Oct. 30. 
Nov. If. 


Nov. 16. 


. ee. 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1909. 159 


Josiah Arthur Lamson, son of Josiah B. and Angelina (Mason) Lam- 


son, aged 65 yrs., I1 mos., 9 dys. 

Dudley Bradstreet, son of John and Sallie (Rea) Bradstreet, aged 81 
yrs., lo mos., 5 dys. : 

Roy Franklin Fuller, son of Joseph and Mary L. (Peabody) Fuller, 
aged I yr., 2 mos., 23 dys. 

Harriet Bingham Lane, dau. of Albert G. and Sarah .E. S. (Cutts) 
Lane, aged 71 yrs., 5 mos., 12 dys. 

Luther Dimmack Stanwood, son of Moses Poor and Eliza Amanda 
(Carr) Stanwood, aged 58 yrs., 8 mos., 26 dys. 

Samuel Thibedeau, son of Edward and Vitline Thibedeau, aged 28 
yrs. 

Patrick Fennely, son of Thomas Fennely, aged 38 yrs. 

Anna (Hettstram) wife of Dutton T. Hill, aged 38 yrs. 

William L. Batchelder, son of Ezra and Mary S. (Andrews) Batch 
elder, aged 60 yrs., 10 mos., 22 dys. 

Nancy A., widow of Daniel B. Gardner and dau. of Benjamin F. and 
Eunice P. (Boardman) Rogers, aged 77 yrs., I mo., 28 dys. 

Bernard Mulligan, son of Michael Mulligan, aged 72 yrs., 8 mos., 
28 dys. 

Constance Louise, dau. of Willie A. and Grace E. (Pierce) Fuller, aged 
II dys. 

Domingus Gonsalvus Roderick, son of Antonio Gonsalvus de Gago 
and———(Roderigues) Roderick, aged 75 yrs., 8 mos., 6 dys. 
Ephraim Perkins Averill,son of Ephraim and Lydia (Potter) Averill, 

aged 73 yrs.,& mos., 19 dys. 


Deaths In ether places, Interment In Topsfield. 


Ira C. Porter, died in Hyde Park, Mass., aged 68 yrs., 10 mos., II dys. 


Mary P.F. Striley, died in Hamilton, Mass., aged 49 yrs., 10 mos., 


3 dys. 
Sarah J. Wildes, died in Otisfield, Me., aged 82 yrs., I mo., 10 dys. 
Ruth E. Phillips, died in Malden, Mass., aged 2 mos., 6 dys. 
Thomas F. Gould, died in Haverhill, Mass., aged 60 yrs., 8 mos., 
23 dys. 
George L. Perkins, died in Ogden, Utah, aged 19 yrs., 1 mo., 16 dys. 
Constant Jerome Bell, died in Georgetown, Mass., aged 3 mos., 14 dys. 
John P. Glidden, died in Effingham, N. H, aged 68 yrs. 
Jane O. Welch, died in Merrimac, Mass., aged 68 yrs., 10 mos., 17 dys. 
Ferdinand P. Clapp, died in Haverhill, Mass., aged 58 yrs., 2 mos., 
24 dys. 
Caroline E. Carswell, died in Lynn, Mass., aged 70 yrs. 2 mos., 28 dys. 
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160 CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS, 1909. 


CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN TOPSFIELD IN {909g. 


1909. 
February 23. 


ily cook, Mrs. Eva Wood, burned to death. 
May 1. Free Rural Mail Delivery inaugurated. 
May I. 


several shots exchanged. They were afterwards captured 
in Boston and sentenced to the Concord Reformatory. 


July s. Patrick Fenley and Samuel Thibedeau, employees at the Bur- 


ley Farm, Danvers, drowned in the Ipswich river near the 
Railroad bridge. 

July 17. Clifford F. Hall, of Wells River, Vt., elected principal of the 
Topsfield High School. 


Electric lighting introduced into houses by the Beverly Gas & 
Electric Light Co. 


November 2. 





BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED DURING THE YEAR 1909. 


Mrs. Ernest H. (Peirce) Pentecost, Boston St. 
George R. Shattuck, Wenham St.; garage. 
Johnson L. Walker, Haverhill St.; dwelling 


-house and garage. 
Arthur F. Perkins, Haverhill St.; addition to barn. 


John J. Jackman, Main St.; dwelling-house. 

Melvin W. Smerage, Pemberton Ave.; dwelling-house and barn. 
Miss Margaret Cummings, River St.; dwelling-house and garage. 
Harry Williams, Main St.; remodelled barn, ete. 


Gilbert Balch, Main St.; interior of dwelling-house remodelled and addition built. 

Thomas E. Proctor, Perkins St.; saw mill and work-shop on Mill brook. 

Dr. Edward C. Streeter, Asbury St; dwelling-house remodelled and new ell built, 

Bradley W. Palmer, Asbury St.; greenhouse, chicken-house, etc. 

Justin H. Welch, Main St.; addition to dwelling-house. 

Fred E. Watson, Prospect St.; 
to Prospect St. 


Miss Alice S. Tidd, High St. 


; dwelling-house, stable and garage. 


The Samuel Conley house on River St. removed 


; dwelling-house remodelled. 


The Ray-Peirce farmhouse on Boston St., owned by Thomas 
W. Peirce, destroyed by fire during the night and the fam- 


Home of Rev. B. Alfred Dumm entered by two burglars and 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TOPSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, I9QIO. 


The membership of the society on December 31, 1910, was 
252. Only four new members have been elected during the 
year, while one has resigned and five have been removed by 
death:—-Henry W. Lake, a charter member and at the time 
of his death a director of the society; Mrs. Jennie Hood 
Bosson of Reading, whose genealogy of the Hood family was 
printed in the last volume of our Historical Collections; Miss 
Anna S. Lamson of Topsfield; Fred A. Phelps of Laconia, 
N. H., and David Cummings of Boston. Mr. Cummings 
executed a will on Oct. 8, 1907 and when it was offered for 
probate on April 25, 1910 it was found that the sum of two 
thousand dollars had been given to this society together with 
an interest in the residue probably amounting to a like sum. 
This generous bequest makes it possible for the society 
to acquire a permanent home and having in view the 
possible ownership of real property, incorporation under the 
laws of Massachusetts was effected at a meeting held Septem- 
ber 2nd, and at the same mecting a committce was appointed 
to ascertain on what terms the Capen house, so called, 
might be secured as a permanent home for the Society, 
thereby preserving for later generations one of the most 
interesting of the 17th century dwellings yet remaining in 
Essex County. After conference, however, it was found 
that the present owner declined to sell the property and the 
terms under which the house might be leased for a period of 
five years scemed so disadvantageous that it seems necessary 
to abandon the proposed plan. No other building of recog- 
nized antiquity now remains in town that is worthy of con- 
sideration in this connection and if the plan of acquiring 
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permanent quarters is to be followed out it necessarily must 
be along other lines. In the not distant future it will be an 
imperative necessity to provide enlarged quarters for the 


Topsfield Town Library and should a library building be 


erected, no doubt some arrangement could be made whereby 
the society would be provided with suitable rooms and the 
financial details arranged with mutual advantage. 

Volume 14 of the Historical Collections has been distrib- 
uted during the year and Volume 15 is about ready to be 
sent to the binder. Four meetings have been held at which 
papers have been read by Henry F. Long and the Secretary. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE FRANCIS Dow, 


Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


Vil 


OF THE TOPSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, I9QIO 








RECEIPTS 
1910 
Jan. 1, Balance on hand, $147 75 
Dec. 31, Hist. Colls. sold, 13, 00 
ef Annual dues, IO0O 50 
. Binding Hist. Colls. 25.20 
$286 75 
PAYMENTS 
1910 
Dec. 31, Printing Vol. 14 (balance), $ 45 40 
Engraving “ RE 
Binding “ 30 42 
Printing Vol. 15, 54 41 
Fee for incorporating, 5 00 
Deficit, transportation (Wellman), 4 60 
Postals, 1 80 
Balance, 142 72 
$286 75 
Jan. 2, 1911, Balance cash on hand, $142 72 S 
THE BUILDING FUND 
1910 


Jan. 1, Amount on hand, 
(Salem Savings Bank), $781 80 
Interest one year, 31 56 





$813 36 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE FRANCIS Dow, 


Examined and approved, Treasurer. 


C. J. PEABODY, 
J. H. TOWNE. 
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JHE PHYSICIANS OF TOPSFIELD, WITH SOME 
ACCOUNT OF EARLY MEDICAL 
PRACTICE. 


BY HENRY FOLLANSBEE LONG. 


In the early days of New England there was no distinct 
class of men following the profession of medicine, but the 
practice was taken up in connection with some other call- 
ing. In every community either the minister or the school- 
master or some skilled nurse was expected to act in cases 
of need. In taking care of the sick, the neighborly inter- 
est stood in good stead, in fact much in olden days had to 
depend upon kindly neighbors. At the period when 
Massachusetts was settled, medicine was anart rather than 
a science. ; 

The question of some medical man to serve them was a 
matter considered deeply by the colonists. ‘For many 
years before the Puritans came to this country, being sub- 
jected to bitter persecution, and foreseeing the possibility 
of an ejectment, a considerable number of their ministers 
studied medicine. They saw the probable needs of the 
future, and fitted themselves, as best they could, for any 
emergency that might arise in a new settlement, hence 
they formed a large proportion of the early physicians of 
Massachusetts.” Even to-day we see our foreign mission- 
aries studying medicine as practical preparation for their 


(1) 


— 


moa HTIW aiariedor. 40 emaiote 3 























"1 


“EAOIGAIM, Yaw 10. THvODS: A 
| ee Hiriaiaik 


~— J off ie a iy ne 
DMOL RAE ATO ieayems ie? eet ey) 
( oe il ele Sng i 


joaiieib on waw ated? braloed wet Yo eyeb yfrse odlt ai i 
out ine Oa igkbe Ht to corestot ig ant gisiwoll wt CESS to edly 
Hao tedio ortoa dtiw aoidooaneo mi qu “toile psw soil el 
-loodor odt so 1otainion oct yerltio » iene. yrove wl gent 
asean pidon of helosqzxe aw emia bellide ox od tO tien, 
“otal vhrodilgion oxi Moe sutt 3 Lo OLN gaiial ov ai beet to 
ot bal eyab ieblo. ai dover dost oi geste tii | a hoota feo 
nolw botieg edt 1A .eoddgien ylhail vogw baeqeb oN 
oxild vedint I1s og ew ecioibea bolides Bw Bt toswdongaaM 3 
oneisa & 
nesw meds ovitee of mart Tx! ibos emo: Yo potleer op 5 al 
yorum 10° (pdainoloo odd vd ylqeeh boiobienoo rohont 
-due guiad pyaavos aidd of efiae anatin old ototed ey a ; 
Yilidizzog oil yaisezo10) bos .moimoemiag iwitid od hesost ‘i 
wisteinim tied} to sedanon oldssebianos hi Jupendosje as to. 
eld to eboon oldedorq odd wae yott  .oniviboar boibu: 
ot ,blvoo yerld deed eb eovievennd) badiit bas ,¢ 
ootod dsemeltien wore ob seitg, ddryicat ded | 


to Bical iy wy no odd. to igi Ah ogial 
reg ; 7 a 


"en 


Ys 


2 THE PHYSICIANS OF TOPSFIELD, 


duties in a new field. This custom, in fact, is as old as 
civilization itself, from the days of the ancient priests of 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome, who were the ones to collect 
and preserve the traditions of medicine. There is no 
record that any of the early Topsfield ministers practised 
medicine, but one of the early practitioners was also a 
schoolmaster. 
Some of the early remedies are at times amusing and 
at others disgusting. Many and manifold are the reme- 
dies to “chear the heart,” to “ drive melancholy,” to “cure 
one pensive,’ “for the megrums,” and “for a grief,” 
and without doubt the lonely colonists often needed them. 
We also learn from the old records that « things ill for 
the heart were beans, pease, sadness, onions, anger, evil 
tidings, and loss of friends; a very arbitrary and unjust 
classification.” Our ancestors were troubled with insom- 
nia. Hereisacure: “Bruise a handful of anis-seeds, 
and steep them in Red Rose Water and make it up in 
little bags, and binde one of them to each Nostrill, and it 
will cause sleep.” Among othor things we learn that, 
“ picking the gums with the bill of an osprey is good for 
the toothache, . . . bear’s grease 1s good for aches and 
cold swellings, . . . a stone found in the head of the cod- 
fish, when pulverized, stops fluxes of blood.” For fevers 
it was customary to take “two salt white herrings and 
slit them down the back and bind them to the soles of the 
patient’s feet.” : 
Another ingredient of the early doses,—unicorn’s horns 
—mnust have been difficult to secure in New England. 
John Endicott says in a letter written in 1634, “JT have 
sent you Mrs. Beggarly her Unicorns horne and bezar 
stone.” Both the unicorn’s horn and the bezoar_ stone 
were sovereign antidotes against poisons. In the Win. 
throp Papers, in a letter to J. Winthrop, Jr., under date 
of January 26, 1656, we find tho following: “Lett me: 
tell you an easy medicine of mine owne that I have seene 
do miraculous cures in all sortes of vicers, and in knitting 
soddainly broken bones . . . Beate to subtile powder one 
ounce of crabbes eyes, then putt vpon it ina high glasse 
foure ounces of strong Wine-Vinegar. It will instanely 
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boyle vp extremly ; lett it stand till all be quiett; then 
straine it through a fine lenon; and of this liquor (w® 
will then tast like dead beere; without any sharpnesse) 
giue two spoonefuls att a time to drinke, three times a 
day; and you shall see a strange effect in a weeke or 
two,” and, ‘* For all sortes of agewes, I haue of late tryed 
the following magneticall experiment, with infallible suc- 
cesse. Pare the patients nayles when the fever is coming 
on; and put the paringes into a little bagge of tine lenon 
or sarsenet; and tye that about a line eeles necke, in a 
tubbe of water. The eele will dye and the patient will 
recover. And if a dog or hog eate that cele, they will 
also dye.” 

Little by little, however, these disgusting agents were 
dropped, and in their places came the herbs and simples 
of our grandmothers. The family that did not provide 
itself with a plentiful supply of he bs was considered 
negligent of its duties. Every housrehold had its simple 
domestic remedies for common complaints, and few were 
the families that did not possess some old book containing 
manuscript receipts for all sorts of ordinary ailments. 
Some of the more common herbs used for concoctions, 
which in some cases were given without rhyme or reason 
and make us wonder how the patient could possibly re- 
cover, were, wormwood, tansy, yarrow, dandelion, bur- 
dock, plantain, catnip, and mint (all these herbs came 
here by importation), and ellicampane, angelica, gentian, 
St. John’s wort, betony, and the like. 

With a low standard of professional education, even 
among the physicians, it was not to be expected that there 
would be much general intelligence on medical matters in 
the community at large. The credulity of the ignorant 
was remarkable. In England the touch of the royal mon- 
arch was considered to cure king’s evil and scrofula. It is 
not strange, therefore, that some lingering faith in the 
absurd customs should crop out in New England. In the 
early days general complaint appears against the ‘“shoe- 
makers, Weavers, and Almanack makers ... who have 
Jaid aside the proper Business of their Lives to turn 
Quacks.” 
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In the early days of the Colony there had been excel- 
lent opportunities, in the treatment of disease, for suc- 
cessful imposition on the ignorant and unthinking, and the 
quacks were not slow in availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunity. In the year 1649 a law was passed which is cred- 
itable to the wisdom of that time, in regulating, within 
certain limits, the practice of medicine and Surgery. It 
was a salutary enactment, as far as it went, but it afforded 
only a slight protection against the deficiencies of the pro- 
fession. The tendency of the law was to confine the 
profession to skilled persons. The enactment was as 
follows :— 

“Chirurgions, Midwives, Physitians.” « Forasmuch as 
the law of God allowes no man to impaire the Life, or 
Limbs of any Person, but in a judicial way :-— 

“Jt is therefore Ordered, That no person or persons 
whatsocver, employed at any time about the bodyes of 
men, women or children, for preservation of life or health, 
as Chirurgions, Midwives, Physitians, or others, presume 
to exercise, or put forth any act contrary to the known 
approved Rules of art, in each mystery and occupation, 

nor exercise any force, violence or cruelty upon, or 
towards the body of any, whether young or old (no not 
in the most difficult and desperate cases) without the ad- 
vice and consent of such as are skillfull in the same Art, 
(if such may be had) or at least some of the wisest and 
gravest then present, and consent of the patient or patients 

if they be mentis compotis, much less contrary to such 
advice and consent; upon such severe punishment as the 
nature of the fact may deserve, which Law nevertheless 
is not intended to discourage any from all lawfull use of 
their skill, but rather to incourage and direct them in the 
right use thereof, and inhibit and restreine the presump- 
tious arrogancy of such as through presidence of their 
own skill, or any other sinister aspects, dare boldly at- 
tempt to exercise any violence upon or towards tbe bodyes 
of young and old, one or other, to the prejudice or hazard 
of the life or limbe of man, woman or child.” 

The early practitioners of medicine had a fondness for 
bleeding, and even until within a fow years leeches were 
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generally used, and always kept on hand by apothecaries. 
The ministers used to bleed and pray in all severe cases. 
Then there were the barber surgeons, who wielded with 
equal facility the razor and the lancet, as well as used the 
jaw-breaking key on the aching teeth of their unfortunate 
customers. 

Many of the early ministers also played the part of 
apothecary, buying drugs at wholesale and compounding 
and selling medicines to their parishioners. Small wonder 
that Cotton Mather, who was not the only kind-hearted 
New England minister who set up to heal the body as weil 
as the soul of the entire town, called the union of physe 
and piety an ‘ Angelical Conjunction.” 

It cannot be doubted that the early physicians brought 


with them many old-world medical superstitions, and there 


is no question but that they were more or less involved in 
the prevailing errors of the community in which they 
lived. But, on the whole, their record is a clean one, so 
far as we can get at it, and where it is questionable, we 
must remember that there must have been many poorly 
educated persons among them, and that all must have felt, 
to some extent, the influence of those sincere and devoted, 
but unsafe men, the physic-practising clergyman, who 
often used spiritual means as a substitute for temporal 
ones, and who looked upon a hysterical patient as pos- 
sessed by the devil, and who treated a fractured skull by 
prayers and plasters. 


DR. MICHAEL DWINELL. 


On a little knoll on the western side of Salem street, in 
Topsfield, and a few feet north of the driveway leading 
to the present old Dwinell house, may still be seen the 
site of the house of Topsfield’s first recorded physician, 
Michael Dwinell. At this point it may be well to men- 
tion the fact that Dr. Zerubbabel Endicott, son of Gov. 
John Endicott, who lived on his father’s grant of 1639, 
which is now owned and occupied by Frank ‘W. Killam, and 
situated in Boxford, on the ‘Middleton road, a short dis- 
tance beyond the town line, may have practiced here. He 
was connected with the Topsfield church, but was excom- 
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municated Dec. 24. 1693. He is frequently mentioned in 
records of that early day. 

Michael Dwinell was born in Topsfield, December 5, 
1670, the second of nine children and the oldest son of 
Michaell and Mary Dwinell. His house was taxed as a 
dwelling until 1778, and afterwards was used as a barn. 
The old well is still in evidence. 

Michael, the father, may have come from Scotland or 
Treland, though family tradition says he came from France. 
He is supposed, by some, to have been in Topsfield about 
1664, though some records have it that he was a French 
Huguenot who came to Topsfield “after the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes in 1685,” but his son Michael, the 
physician, was born in ‘Vopsfield in 1670, and by the 
church records it appears that “ Michael Dunnell’s” wife 
was in full communion in 1684. He is also recorded, un- 
der date of December 18, 1678, as having taken the 
“Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity.” On October 24, 
1672, he purchased from Francis Peabody, for £70, fifty 
acres of land “lyeing and being in Topsfield . . . on the 
South Syde of the River called Ipswich River : 
bounded in part by Salem line.” In his will of June 29, 
1710/11, he gives to his son Dr. Michael «all y’ parcell 

of Land abounding his house, as he hath improved for 
himself,” and several pieces of meadow. This will wag 
not probated till March,i 717/18, and under date of March 
3, 1717/18, his children, beneficiaries under the will, 
Mary, Michael, Thomas, John and J oseph, regarding their 
father’s will, deposed that “as he did among some other 
things dubious of exact meaning, we have mutually 
agreed to divide the land between us ina different man- 
ner.” 

Michael Dwinell, junior, is styled in old deeds as « phy- 
sician and chirurgeon.” What were his medical studies 
previous to his acquiring his title, are not known at this 
day. In 1697 he is spoken of as “ Mikell Jr.,” and not: 
until 1724 does his name appear as Doctor Michael, when 
it is found ina deed given that year. He might have 
been studying his profession along the lines of hysterics, 
when, on March 1, 1691/2, lie was on duty at Ipswich 
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jail, where he was to overlook Sarah Good, accused of 
witchcraft, it being recorded by the sheriff, «that night I 
sett a gaud to watch her at my own house, namely, Sam] 
Braybrook, Michaell Dunnell of Topsfield and Jonathan 
Baker.” 

It is of interest to read a letter from Dr. Wilham 
Douglas of Boston, written in 1720, regarding fees. He 
writes: “Ihave here practice amongst four sorts of 
People; some families pay me five pounds perannum each 
for advice, sick or well, some few fee me as in Britain, 
but for the Native New Englanders I am obliged to keep 
a daybook of my consultations, advice and Visits, and 
bring them in a bill; others of the poorer sort I advise 
and visit without any expectation of fees.” 

Doctor Dwinell was married atleast five times, and fam- 
ily tradition has increased the number to seven, for Esther 
Richards Dwinel, widow of John, who died Oct. 81, 18387, 
at the advanced age of 101 years 8 mos. 10 days, main- 
tained that at different times Doctor Michael had seven 
wives, and when questioned as for which he felt the 
strongest affection, replied “that he knew no difference.” 

He married, first, Hannah Her maiden name 
and the date of her marriage are not known. ‘The chil- 
dren by this marriage were: 

Thomas, born Oct. 8, 1693, married Mary Perkins. 

Sarah, born June 20, 1697, married Abram Foster of 
Ipswich in 1718. | 

Mary, born April 25, 1702, married first, Gott; 
after his death, Oct. 19, 1746, she married, second, Estes 
Peabody, who died Dec. 81,1770, without issue. She 
died Feb. 15, 1772. 

Michael, born Jan. 7, 1705/6, married Lucy Towne. 








Stephen, born March 5, 1707/8, married Abigail Harris. | 


Hannah, born March 12, 1709/10, married Jan, 24, 
1729, Joshua Bowere, or Bowery, of Marblehead. 

Jacob, born Jan. 31, 1714/5, married Kesiah Gould. 

Abigail, born Nov. 5, 1719, married Humphrey Deering 
of Arundel, Me. 
; He married, second, Dec. 10, 1724, Elisabeth Fisk of 
Wenham, who died Mar. 26, 1730. Their children were: 
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Benjamin, born Nov. 10, 1726; married Mary Easty. 

Thomas, born Aug. 26, 1729. 

He married, third, Elizabeth Cave, who died February, 
1737. Their children were: 

Samuel, baptized July 18, 1781. 

‘Elizabeth, born Oct, 29, 1733. 

On July 6, 1787, he married Charity Cotta of Salem, 
who died Nov. 8, 1752, and lastly, for his fifth wife, he 
married, Feb. 1, 1753, widow Mary Balch, “who died 
suddenly, a very aged woman, upwards of 90 years, April 
14, 1774.” He had died on December 24,1761, aged 91 

ears. 

" His will, dated July 17, 1753, like that of his father, 
was signed with his seal and mark. It mentioned his wife 
Mary, to whom he gives “the use and income of all the 
Jands,” and also “ one cow;” to his son Michael he leaves 
5 shillings, to be paid in 7 years after his own and his 
wife’s death; to his son Stephen, 5 shillings ; his son 
Jacob 5 shillings; his granddaughter, Esther Balch, wife 
of David Balch, 5 shillings; son Benjamin, house and 
barn, and Jand and meadow in Topsfield, and all else, 
bonds, and books, debts, etc., to his wife. He also men- 
tions his daughters, Sarah Foster, and Mary, Hannah, and 
Abigail. The inventory of his estate, presented Feb. 1, 
1762, amounted to £145. Among other articles men- 
tioned were: Sum Books, 5/1, Two Coats and Ono Great 
Coat. 

Prior to the practice of Doctor Dwinell, and during his 
early years, Topsfield may have been served by the 
famous Doctor Oakes and Doctor Bullivant, both of Salem. 
John Dunton, the London bookseller, who visited New 
England in 1686, writes of these men as follows :-— 

“Dr. Oakes. He is an eminent physitian, and a relig- 
ious man; at his first coming to a patient he persuades 
him to put his trust in God, the fountain of health; the 
want of this hath caused the bad success of most physi- 
tians, for they that won’t acknowledge God in all their 
applications, God won’t acknowledge them in that success 
which they might otherwise expect.” 

“Dx, Bullivant. He is so conyersant with the great 
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variety of nature, that not a drug or simple escapes his 
knowledge, so that he never practices new experiments 
upon his patients, except it be in desperate cases, where 
death must be expelled by death. This also is praise-worthy 
in him, that to the poor he always prescribes cheap, 
but wholesome medicines, not curing them of a consump- 
tion in their bodies, and sending it into their purses, 
nor yet directing them to the East Indies to look for drugs, 
when they may have far better out of their gardens.” 


DR. AMOS DWINELL. 


The second physician in Topsfield was Amos Dwinell, 
the ninth child of Thomas, who was a brother to Doctor 
Michael. He was born Mar. 19, 1721/2, the son of 
Thomas and Dinah (Brimsdill) Dwinell. She was of 
Lynn, they having married May 23, 1701. Amos was 
admitted to a full communion in the Topsfield church on 
Aug. 29, 1742. He married, May 26, 1749, Anna Per- 
kins, at Rowley. There is no record of any children. 
Under date of April 16, 1748, in a deed of eight acres of 
land to Uzziel Rea, he styles himself « Amos Dwinell of 
Topsfield, Physitian.” He witnessed a deed in Topstield 
in 1746, and is called “physician and doctor.” In the 
assessors’ records for the years 1747-8-9, he is styled 
“ Doctor.” Just where he received his education is not 
known. His uncle, Doctor “Michaill,’ died Dec. 24, 
1761, and it is quite probable that the nephew may have 
been taught by him. Where he practiced after he left 
Topsfield is not known, but in a letter written by John 
Adams, dated Oct. 21, 1798, and printed in Gage’s His- 
tory of Rowley, an Amos Dunneil is meutioned, but he is 
not listed with the regular physicians of Rowley. After 
his marriage, in 1749, he seems to have disappeared from 
this vicinity, and it is not known where he died. His 
father’s will was dated June 21, 17-47, and in it he be- 
queathed to Amos all his estate, « both Real and Personal 
in Topsfield, or anywhere else.” 


DR. JOSEPH BRADSTREET. 


The third physician was Joseph Bradstreet, a grandson 
of Governor Simon Bradstreet. He was born May 13, 
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1727, and was the youngest son of Simon and Elizabeth 
(Capen) Bradstreet. She was the daughter of Rev. 
Joseph Capen of Topsfield. In a deed dated Oct, iT, 
1749, from Joseph to his brother John, he styles himself 
“ Joseph Bradstreet of Salem Village, Student in Physick.” 
It was customary in those early days, as there were no 
medical schools in Massachusetts, to apprentice young 
men to some leading practitioner, and in due time the 
young man went forth with the master’s certificate in bis 
pocket, a full-fledged physician. Some obtained a license 
from the court to practice. 

Joseph Bradstreet married, first, February 8, 1770, Abi- 
gail Fuller of Middleton. In the intention of marriage, 
Oct. 29, 1769, he is called «Dr. Joseph.” A son Joseph 
was born in Topsfield on March 26,1771. She was sep- 
arated from him by act of the “Governor and Council of 
the Province of the Massachusetts Bay.” October 17, 
1771, and he was ordered to pay her £5 yearly, in “four 
equal quarterly payments.” He married, second (pub- 
lished Nov. 16, 1783), widow Hannah Ross of Ipswich, 
and died in Topsfield Oct. 5, 1790, at the age of 63 years. 

His practice did not require all his time, for under date 
of Sept. 28, 1756, the town of Topsfield voted to “abate 
the Rate Laid on Doct. Joseph Bradstreet in the year 
1755, when he was Keeping School for the town.” The 
town also allowed to Dr. J oseph Bradstreet “two Pounds 
Hight shillings for one months Keeping School in the 
year 1756.” September 22, 1788, it was voted that “the 
town agree to Board Doct. J oseph Bradstreet During the 
time hee shall keep school to pay the town the sum of 


£3-15-2 which is due to the town from said Bradstreet.” 
He died a pauper. 


DR. RICHARD DEXTER. 


“During the generation immediately preceding the 
Revolution the science of medicine in Massachusetts was 
making progress by slow and Steady steps. The bond of 
union with the clerical profession existing from the earli- 
est days of colonial life had been cut, and there was no 
longer any practical connection between the two callings. 
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Medicine had ceased to creep, and was now walking.” 
During this period we find Dr. Richard Dexter practicing 
in Topsfield. 

Doctor Dexter, who began his practice in Topsfield in 
1740, and continued till his death, Nov. 25, 1783, was 
probably the first practitioner of the medical art in 
Topsfield who devoted his time exclusively to it. He was 
the son of John and Winnefred (Sprague) Dexter, and 
was born June 15, 1713, at Malden, Mass. He was of 
Irish descent, the Dexter family being closely identified 
with the history of Ireland from the beginning of the 
12th century. Richard Dexter, the great grandtather of 
Doctor Dexter, “ with his wife Bridget and three or more 
children, fled to England from the great Irish massacre of 
the Protestants, which commenced Oct. 27, 1641. What 
vessel he came over in is not known, but he was in Boston 
prior to Feb. 28, 1642, when he became an inhabitant.” 
His father was John Dexter, who died in 1722,and who was 
for many years a deacon of the church and selectman of 
the town of Malden, Mass., and commanded a Company of 
Foot during the reign of George I, receiving his commis- 
sion from Governor Samuel Shute in 1717. His mother, 
Winnefred Sprague of Malden, was born in 1678, and 
died in 1752. Wer “reverend son,” the Rev. Samuel 
Dexter of Dedham, says she “ was a very pious woman, 
strictly religious, lived in the fear of God, and died strong 
in faith and full of comfort and joy.” 

On June 18, 1741, Doctor Dexter married Mehitabel 
Putnam, who was then living in Boxford, probably with her 
sisters, Mrs. Francis and Mrs. Thomas Perley. She was a 
sister of the heroic General Israel Putnam, and it is said 
she possessed many similar conspicuous traits of character 
to those of her brother. She was the daughter of Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Porter) Putnam. They had a daughter, 
Mehitable, born Nov. 3, 1742, who married Rev. John 
Treadwell, and died July 3, 1786, at Ipswich. Mrs. Dex- 
ter died Sept. 2, 1801, aged 79 years. Doctor Dexter and 
his wife were admitted to full communion in the Topsfield 
church on Oct. 31st, 1742. 

In writing of Doctor Dexter, the late Nehemiah Cleave- 
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land says “he had, I believe, the confidence of the people 
here, not only as a physician, but as a citizen.” About 
1742, he built as a residence, the house on lower Main 
Street, now known as the « Agricultural Farm House.” 
It is said that Madam Dexter, who was a fine equestrienne, 
while the house was in process of construction, rode her 
horse. into the second story by way of aninclined platform 
that was used in carrying the building supplies. It is 
also said that a detachment of troops returning from 
Arnold’s Expedition against Quebec, camped under the 
large pine tree that stood in front of the house, until with- 
in a few years. re 
Doctor Dexter's education previous to his practice in 
Topsfield is problematical. ‘The available literature of 
the profession was scan ty, and for that reason easily mas- 


tered. The doctors had no knowledge of pathology, and 


So 
but little of anatomy. It must not be forgotten that there 


were but very few regular graduates of medicine in the 
country for more than a ‘hundred years after its settle- 
ment. In his time there were no medical schools in this 
country and few had the means or inclination for study 
abroad. Medical students were frequently bound out, 
like apprentices, to their instructors, and were compelled 
to do all sorts of chores around the house and barn, as well 
as the professional drudgery. In those days the physi- 
cians used to buy their own drugs and prepare their own 
medicines, and it was the province of the students to 
pound the bark and spread the plasters, as well as to mix 
the ointments and make the pills. In short they were to 
be useful to their employers, as best they might in any 
way, whether in bleeding patients, pulling teeth, or attend- 
ing to cases of minor surgery, Sometimes they boarded 
with their masters, being intimates of their families, and 
im some cases marrying the daughter of the house. It was 
customary for physicians in their daily rounds of practce 
to be accompanied by their scholars, in order to show them 
the different forms of disease, and to teach them the rules 
of diagnosis. On their return home the young men would 
sometimes undergo a form of questioning, which was con- 
sidered an examination. In this way, with a certain 
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amount of medical reading, the main supply of doctors was 
kept up.” 

«They did not measure the drugs with the precision 
nowadays,—the asbestos stomachs and colossal minds of 
our forefathers were much above such petty minuteness. ” 
These lax directions accompany old prescriptions, and the 
patients some how followed them. The amount of medi- 
cine to be taken would be “the bigth of a walnut,” or 
« enough to lie ona penknifes point,” or “ enough to cover 
a French coin,” or “as bigg as a haslenut,” or “as great 
as a charger,” or “a pretty draught,” and “apretty bunch 
of herbs,” but the most concise of all directions was when 
one was told to “take a pretty quantity as often as you 
please.” 

Cheerfully these public servants toiled over the hardest 
roads, in every season and in all weather, to attend rich 
and poor alike ; the country doctor could not choose his 
patients if he would. A rigid standard of custom gave 
his services to all who needed them, fees being hardly con- 
sidered when any one needed medical attendance. 

The fees were very modest. Even in Boston, prior to 
1782, the ordinary visit was charged at one shilling, six 
pence to two shillings. Half a dollar was only charged 
“such as were in high life.” In the year 1782,a club of 
the leading physicians fixed the common fee at fifty cents, 
in consultation at one dollar, while night visits were 
doubled. Capital operations in surgery were at five 
pounds lawful money; medicines were charged at very 
high prices comparatively. 

When the French Acadian family of Michael Dugoy 
were living in Topsfield, Doctor Dexter was their physi- 
cian, and in 1759 he charged the town on their account for 
«13 professional visits, Hystarick pills and powders, 3 
purges Stumatick mixter, blisters and purgative powders,” 
all supplied for the magnificent sum of eighteen shillings. 
There was a Doctor Sawyer of Ipswich who attended this 
family, and there is a charge for the “ French Doctor” 
amounting to £1.4.0. Where he came from is not 
known. 

Tradition has said that Doctor Dexter had in his medi- 
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eal library, which was purchased intact by Dr. Nehemiah 
Cleveland, but two volumes, but the inventory of his 
estate shows “ 3 Large Books” valued at £1. 2, and “ Books 
and Pamphlets” valued at £1. 16.0. The inventory of his 
estate, which amounted to £1240-19 - 2, includes “ Home- 
stead and 387 acres, also 53 acres of land, Pew in the 
Meeting House, Riding chair, 2 Great Coats, 4 strait bod- 
ied Coats, 8 Jackets and 4 pair Breeches, 12 pair stockings, 
1 Beaver Hat, 1 Wig and 1 Desk valued at £3, One large 
Bible £1, 3 large Books £1.2, Books and pamphlets 
£1.16.0. Instruments £2. 14, 8, Brass Ink horn, 8s., 
Druggs and medicines, Bottles and phials containing the 
same £7.6.0. Case of Bottles with medicines £1. LO. 
In the museum of the Essex Institute is preserved a silver 
mounted Jancet case of shark’s skin with the name “R, 
Dexter” engraved on one end. This case afterwards fell 
into the hands of Doctor Treadwell of Salem and from him 
it passed to Doctor Choate who gave it to the Institute. 

His body rests in what is now Pine Grove Cemetery, 
The gravestone is inscribed as follows : 

“ Erected in memory of Doct. Richard Dexter; who af. 
ter a course of endearing services, of paintul suffering,— 
supported by the hope which Christianity inspires, — 
cheerfully departed this life Nov. ae, F160, Aetk: TT: 

“Since deaths our certain lot be life improved in deeds 
of goodness, and the full pursuit of that which will not 


fail, a part. in Christ. The hope and earnest of eternal 
bliss.” 


DR. DAVID NORWOOD. 


For the years 1779 to 1782 inclusive, there is record of 
two doctors. The first of these was Dr. David Norwood, 
who was taxed in the year 1779, for poll, personal and 
real estate, “for Baker’s Estate.” The second was Dr. 
Caleb Rea, Jr. who was taxed for poll and personal in the 
years 1781-2. Dr. David Norwood was probably from 
Lynn, the son of Thomas Norwood, Jr., and born April 
16, 1755. His mother was probably Lydia Hawkes. He 
married Aug. 19, 1778, at Newburyport, Klizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Cornelius and Elizabeth (Giles) Tarbell. Doctor 
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Norwood and his wife must have come to Topsfield shortly 
after their marriage. Their one child Betsey, who mar- 
ried Samuel Prince of Manchester, was born in Topsfield, 
Dec. 21, 1779. Mrs. Norwood’s parents “lived in Dan- 
vers until 1779, when they removed to Andover, and 


shortly after to Merrimack, N. H. Doctor Norwood must. 


have removed with his wife’s parents for the records of 
Merrimack, N. H. show that he was living there about 
1780. On Feb. 5, 1781, “Caleb Rea of Topsfield,—phy- 
sician, in consideration of one hundred pounds . . . paid 
me by David Norwood of Merrimack in the County of 
Hillsborough, New Hampshire, physician,” transferred land 
in Danvers that he had purchased of Andrew and Mary 
Putnam on Nov. 7,1780. On June 8, 178+, he conveyed 
to Joseph Leach 1-2 acre of land with dwelling house and 
barn, and is styled in the deed as David Norwood, “ phy- 
sician of Manchester.” In 1794 he is recorded as having 
“ Jabored excessively” during the “ great sickness.” He 
died in Manchester, Mass., May 26, 1808, aged 54 years. 
The inventory of his estate shows surgical instruments, 
Art of Surgery, and old books. He probably was the 
first surgeon who practiced in Topsfield. 


DR. CALEB REA, JR. 


Dr. Caleb Rea, Jr., was born in Danvers, March 8, 
1758, and was the second son of Dr. Caleb and Ruth 
(Porter) Rea. The elder Dr. Caleb Rea served as surgeon 
in Col. Jona. Bagley’s regiment in the war for the con- 
quest of Canada, in the campaign of 1758, and was in the 
memorable expedition against Ticonderoga, and died in 
1760 at Danvers. 

On the 27th of May, 1775, Doctor Rea enlisted as a 
surgeon. Jlis professional duties, according to family 
tradition, seem to have been principally on the privateers 
which were fitted out in Salem and Beverly. Towards 
the close of the war Doctor Rea was living in Topsfield, 
just where is not known, and then removed to Ipswich, 
where his eldest child, Thomas, was born July 11, 1782. 
Previous to October, 1783, Doctor Rea removed his fam- 
ily to Windham, Maine, for at that session of the Court 
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of General Sessions he was licensed to retail spirituous 
liquors in that town. His practice in Maine covered 
many adjoining towns. He died Dec. 29, 1796. 

While living in Topsfield, Doctor Rea married, on Oct. 
4, 1781, Sarah, daughter of Capt. John and Abigail 
(Blaney) White of Salem, Mass. Mrs. Rea died Jan. 22) 
1836, aged 78 years. Their children were: Thomas, 
born July 11, 1782, in Ipswich ; Sally, born Pept. 20, 
1785, in Windham; Mary, born Apr. 14, 1787, in Wind- 
ham; Caleb, born Apr. 11, 1789, in Windham ; Porter, 
born July 19, 1792, in Windham; Albus, born Feb. —, 
1795, in Windham, and was a doctor in Portland, Maine. 


DR. NEHEMIAH CLEAVELAND. 


In 1783, the year of Dr. Richard Dexter’s death, two 
physicians, Nehemiah Cleaveland and John Merriam, set- 
tled in Topsfield. They were both young men, and from 
that time they divided between them the medical practice 
of the place, and often extended their visits into the 
neighboring towns. , 

Nehemiah Cleaveland was born Aug. 26, 1760, and was 
the youngest son of Rev. John and Mary (Dodge) Cleve- 
land of Ipswich. He married, first, Oct. 6, 1787, Lucy, 
daughter of Dr. John and Lucy (Bolles) Manning of 
Ipswich. She died June 6, 1791, aged 29 years, childless, 
and he married, second, Experience, daughter of Dr. 
Elisha and Tamarson ( Kimball) (Coit) Lord, of Pomfret, 
Conn. They had nine children, Her sister, Alethea, 
married Rev. Asahel Huntington, pastor of the church in 
Topsfield from 1789 until 1813. 

‘* Nehemiah Cleaveland, at the age of sixteen, was an 
attendant on his father during the siege of Boston, and 
afterward enlisted in 1777, and served for nearly twelve 
months. He saw service at West Point and in New Jer- 
sey, and was also at Ticonderoga. At the age of 21, be- 
ing disappointed in earlier hopes of a college education, 
he entered on the study of medicine with his brother, 
Parker, Cleaveland, at Byfield, and later with Dr. John 
Manning of Ipswich. . . | He entered on practice in Tops- 
field in 1783, which was neither extensive or lucrativo. 
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He soon received a comniission as dustice of the Peace, 
an office of some distinction in those days, and was thus 
led to engage, to a certain extent, in concerns of a civic 
character. He became known and highly appreciated as 
a man of good judgment and prompt business habits, and 
was much employed in the public affairs of town and 
county.” He served the town as selectman in 1801, 1802 
and 1803, and from 1809 to 1812 inclusive. He was an 
ardent politician and was elected by the Federalists to 
serve as a State Senator in 1811 and 1812, and from 1815 
to 1818 inclusive, and then refused longer to be a candi- 
date. In 1814 he was mado a session justice of the Cir- 
cuit Court of Common Pieas, and frem 1820 to 1822 he 
was Associate Justice of the Court of Sessions for Essex 
County, and the following year was appointed Chief 
Justice. He retired in 1828, and that year received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine from Harvard 
University. He was a Commissioner of the County for 
over twenty years. 

One of the greatest service he rendered the town was 
the founding of the Topsfield Academy. He also was. 
very prominent i in the church of Topsfield, and the church 
records show that he was held in high regard when it is 
recorded “that the pastor shall be authorized to associate 
Dr. Cleaveland with himself in the examination of persons 
for the adinission to the church in such cases as he may 
be in doubt about himself.” 
of the three persons in Topsfield who subscribed to a 


newspaper; the other two copies being taken by Jacob. 


Towne, Esq., and Jobn and Nathaniel Averill. He was. 
the first poster aeten of Topsfield and the president of the 
Eastern Stage Company. He lived in a house on Main 


street, now occupied by Charles V. Jackman and consid-. 


erably remodelled. ‘Vhis house was probably built by 
Jacob Robinson sometime prior to 1780, Dr. Cleaveland 
coming into possession about 1795. From Dr. Bentley’s 
Diary, under date of Sept. 16, 1801, it appears that Doc- 
tor Cleaveland kept a tavern, for he records that “ Dr. 
Cleveland of Topsfield has converted the mansion house 
of Porter into a very convenient tavern, below the meet- 
ing house in Topsfield.” 


Tradition says he was one 
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“Doctor Cleaveland was just six feet in height. His 
form was erect, dignified, and commanding. Uniti! past 
thirty he was spare and slender. He afterwards became 
corpulent, weighing at one time two hundred and sixty- 
five pounds. Yet such were the height and proportions 
of his frame that bis corpulence never materially injured 
its symmetry. 

“Wis health, until about fifty years old, was uncom- 
monly firm, but after a severe sickness, he never regained 
his former firm health, and continued to be subject to at- 
tacks of severe pain and confinement, and scarcely ever 
rode without feeling more or less uneasiness. A sulkey, 
which he used constantly for the last twenty-five years, 
was the only vehicle which he could ride with tolerable 
comfort.” 

In practice he is described as cautious and careful, and 
as never undertaking dificult surgical operations. “He 
was punctual in attending to calls, and kind and cheerful 
in the sick room. He possessed in a high degree the 
qualities which ensure to the physician the confidence 
and attachment of his patients. Amid the strife of par- 
ties and the collision of rival interests, a man so decided 
and active could not be without opponents. These he 
had, and bitter ones.”’ 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of June, 
1839, says of Doctor Cleaveland: “During the fifty 
years of his practice in Topsfield, few days probably passed 
when his opinions or assistance were not sought in some 
matter aside from his profession. There are few occur- 


rences or questions incident to common life in regard to - 


which he had not formed an opinion or could not give 
judicious advice. 

Dr. A. L. Peirson of Salem, writing of Doctor Cleave- 
Jand in the Medical and Surgical Journal, notes that “he 
was a much respected member of the Essex South Dis- 
trict Medical Society. No man among us set a better 
example of professional integrity and honor. The few 
who could boast of his friendship will long remember 
with pleasure the virtuous and_ kind- hearted old man, 
whose influence was uniformly and efficiently exerted in 
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support of good order and the true advancement of soci- 
ety.”’ He died Feb. 26, 1837, in his 77th year. 


DR. JOHN MERRIAM. 


Dr. John Merriam was the son of John and Sarah 
(Jones) Merriam and was born in Concord, Mass., Aug. 
10, 1758 and removed to Topsfield in December, 1783. 
He studied medicine in Charlton, Mass., and married Han- 
nah Jones of that town. He was licensed to practice by the 
Medical Association of Worcester County. On March 31, 
1784, he bought the house now owned by Philip 8S. Palmer. 
Twelve years later he purchased land opposite his resi- 
dence, and erected the two story house now standing at 
the junction of Haverhill and Ipswich streets. In the old 
house were born Doctor Merriam’s three children: Royal 
Augustus Merriam, who was born Jan. 30, 1786, and was 
his father’s successor in the practice of physic; Frederick 
Jones Merriam, born Dec. 8, 1788, who also lived in Tops- 
field; and Almira, born Jan. 25, 1791, who died unmar- 
ried in 1839 at her brother’s home. Mrs. Merriam died 
in the new house Feb. 20, 1806, aged 43 years. On Sept. 
18, 1808 Doctor Merriam married, second, Miss Mary 
Stiles of Topsfield. He died of consumption Nov. 21, 
1817 at the age of 59 years. His widow Mary died at Box- 
ford, Dec. 24, 1825, aged 62 years, 

The only public office be held was that of selectman for 
the year 178%. He was an old time physician with a con- 
siderable practice. It is said of him that he ‘‘ was well 
prepared for the work of his profession, as the times then 
were. His medical library was large for those days. From 
entries made in his own handwriting in books of his libra- 
ry, it would appear that his studies preparatory to the 
study of medicine were considerable, and that he had some 
knowledge of Latin. There is no word of his school days, 
but it may be presumed that he had the advantages that 
other young men enjoyed. He might have received in- 
struction from an educated man, before taking up his med- 
ical studies. From what we learn of him, it is certain 
that he stood high as a medical practitioner and that he 
had the respect of his patrons and of the community in 
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general. He had a large practice that extended into the 
adjoining towns. As was often the case, in those days 
with the country physician, he gave some attention to 
the cultivation of the land. He acquired property and 
left a considerable estate, and a name that bas been handed 
down with respect.” 

In the year 1825, a Dr. Joseph Field was taxed for a 
poll. Nothing further can be found concerning him, and 
he must be considered as a wandering physician. 


DR. JEREMIAH STONE. 


Dr. Jeremiah Stone was born Nov. 2, 1798, in Marl- 
borough, N. H. He began practice in Topsfield, Jan. 6, 
1826, and continued for about twelve years. He was the 
son of Shubael and Polly (Rogers) Stone. Dr. Stone 
graduated at the Dartmouth Medical College in December, 
1825, and came immediately to Topsfield. He was the 
first doctor in Topsfield who received his education at a 
Medical School. Finding that a country practice with it, 
long and tiresome drives was impairing his health, he re- 
moved to New Bedford and thence in 1864 to Province- 
town, Mass., where he remained until his death April 23, 
1875, with the exception of two years spent at Chatham, 
Mass. He was one of the incorporators of the Topsfield 
Academy, and was town treasurer for the year 1834. 
He married Feb. 28, 1828, Esther, daughter of Moses and 
Esther (Dwinell) Wildes. They had Esther Wildes, born 
Dec. 16, 1828; Moses Wildes, born July 7, 1836 ; and Susan 
Alzea, born February 28, 1834. 

«In town affairs, he ever took an active interest, en- 
deavoring to build up the place and render it truly pros- 
perous. Foremost in all good movements, he cordially es- 
poused the cause of anti-slavery in its earliest days, when 
it was unpopular to be an abolitionist. He was an ardent 
supporter of temperance, and an earnest worker in the 
Congregational church, of which he had been a member 
since 1814. He was an honorary member of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, which he joined in 1831. He 
was intolerant of quackery in every form and strict in his 
views of professional etiquette. Prompt in decision and 
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self-reliant in the emergencies of his profession, he in- 
spired and retained confidence in his skill. Though often 
abrupt in his manners, yet bencath was a warm heart that 
beat in sympathy with the needy and oppressed. Harnest 
in his convictions, decided in his opimions and cheerfal in 
his disposition, he carried the elasticity of youth into the 
last years of his advanced life. ‘Tall and erect, of power- 
ful presence, he inspired with hope the sick who sought 
his aid. Toa naturally buoyant spirit was added the sus- 
taining power of a strong and earnest religious faith that 
made belief to him a bright and clear reality.” 


DR. JOSEPH CUMMINGS BATCHELDER. 


Dr.Joseph Cummings Batchelder suceceded Doctor Stone 
about 1838. He was born in Topsfield, May 10, 1809, 
and was the son of Capt. Jacob and Mary (Cummings) 
Batchelder. He married Nov. 3, 1837, Anna Wellington, 
who was born June 9, 1816, the daughter of Rev. Charles 
Wellington of Templeton, Mass. He began practice in 
Lynn, after having studied medicine with Dr, J. W. D. 
Osgood of Templeton, and remained there for less than two 

ears when he removed to ‘Topsfield and stayed till 
1850, going then to Cambridge, Mass., where he practised 
for seven years, and from i857 till his death April 26, 
1885 he practised in Templeton. He was a member of 
the legislature from opsficid in 1846 and served as as- 
sistant surgeon, from Mar. 1, 1c62 to August, £862.) 10 
the 25" Massachusetts Volunteers, in North Carolina. In 
1843 he built the two story bouse on Main street now 
owned and occupied by Merrill B. Bailey. He became a 
member of the Massachusetts Medical Society in 1838. 
Mrs. Batchelder died in Templeton, of pneumonia, April 
26,1885. They had three daughters. 


DR. KOYAL AUGUSTUS MERKIAM. 


Dr. Royal Angustus Merriam,* the son of Dr. John 
and Hannah (Jones) Merriam, was the next physician. 
He was born Jan. 30, 1786, and entering Dartmouth Col- 
lege was graduated in 1808. He studied medicine at the 


o = 
Dartmouth Medical School, and received his degree of 


*See Topsfield Historical Collections, Vol. 4, p. 120. 
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M.B. in 1811, and M.D. in 1820. In 1832, he became a 
member of the Mass. Medical Socicty. In January, 1812, 
he commenced ithe practice of medicine in Middleton, 
where he met with considerable success, especially in cases 
of typhoid fever. The next year he returned to Topsfield. 
His short stay in Middleton is easily accounted for by the 
fact that his father was in failing health, and had been 
somewhat of an invalid for several years. Here he con. 
tinued in the practice of his profession from 1813 to 1823, 
when, looking for a larger field of action, he went to Mar- 
blehead where he established himself and remained nine 
years. Returning to his native town in 1832, he occupied 
the house on Main street where he afterward lived. “ His 
library was large and well supplied with the standard 
works. Surgery was his specialty.” Doctor Merriam mar- 
ried Mar. 12, 1839, at Newburyport, Adeline, born Mar. 
20, 1806, daughter of Nathaniel Marsh of Newburyport. 
Their children were: Sidney Augustus, born Mar. 11, 1841, 
who studied medicine and was graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1861; and Arthur Marsh, who was born April 
12, 1843. 

Doctor Merriam “ was interested in public affairs, and 
was active as a public man, holding offices of trust in the 
town, and as a member of associations, industrial, philan- 
thropic, and social. He was often called to serve the town, 
probably no citizen more often, in various trusis. He held 
the offices of Selectman, Overseer of the Poor, School 
Teacher, member of the. Schoo] Committee and Superin- 
tendent of Schools, and was selected to serve on commit- 
tees in the more important crises of town affairs. He was’ 
elected for twenty-two years a member of the School Com- 
mittee, and probably always was its chairman, excepting 
when he served as Superintendent.” He wasa magistrate 
of the town, an incorporator of the Academy, and was a 
member of the Essex Agricultural Society from 1821. He 
died Noy. 13, 1864. 

During a part of the time of Doctor Merriam’s practice 
in Topsfield, Dr. George Whitefield Sawyer of Boxford 
was in friendly competition with him. Doctor Sawyer 
was born in Ipswich in 1770, and married Polly Killam 
of Middleton in 1800. He subsequently settled in Box- 
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ford as a physician, on the farm known as the “Sawyer 
farm,” on the road to Middleton, near the present resi- 
dence of Frank W. Killam. “He was acknowledged to 
be a good physician for the times; and his natural blunt- 
ness of speech oftimes amused his patients. After hon- 
oring his profession for many years by a life of integrity 
and trust, he died March 23, 1855, at the age of 85 years.” 


DR. CHARLES PARKER FRENCH. 


After Doctor Merriam was well along in years, other 
physicians came to Topsfield. The first of these was Dr. 
Charles Parker French, who was born Nov. 27, 1628, in 
Lyndeborongh, N. H., the son of Isaac P. and Clarissa 
(Barnes) French. He was graduated at Dartmouth Col- 
lege in 1847, and came to Boxford, and “secured board 
with the late Major William Lowe, and commenced prac- 
tice there in 1848.” He continued his practice in Box- 
ford for nearly two years, and in 1849 came to Tops- 
field. During the years 1850 and 1851, he lived in the 
old “Shepard house,” which formerly stood just beyond 
the present residence of Augustus W. Smith. Doctor 
French married, May 1, 1850, Mary S., daughter of 
Oliver T. and Sarah A. (Towne) Peabody of Boxford. 
She died Feb. 10, 1871, in Denver, Colo. He was a 
largo, fleshy man, and was “much liked for his humor- 
ous disposition. His medical knowledge was deemed 
sufiicient for good practice.’ He remained in Topsfield 
four years, and, in May, 1854, went to Virden, Hlinois, 
afterwards moving to Denver, Colorado, where he died 
Feb. 23, 1904. He became a member of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society in 18052. 


DR. DAVID CHOATE. 


The next physician was Dr. David Choate, son of 
Dayid and Elizabeth (Wade) Choate, who was born in 
Essex, Mass., Nov. 27, 1828. He married, Jan. 1, 1856, 
Susan Elizabeth, daughter of Philip and Susan (Stanley) 
Kimball, who was born in Ipswich Feb. 24, 1829, and 
died in Salem, Mass. They bad two children: Helen 
Stanley, born Feb. 5, 1858 ; and Susan Elizabeth, born 
Sept. 29, 1862. 
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Doctor Choate was educated in the schools of his na- 
tive town and at Phillips Academy, Andover. He com- 
menced the study of medicine with Prof. Dixie Crosby, 
M. D., of the Dartmouth Medical College, and subse- 
quently entered the Harvard Medical School, from which 
he was graduated in 1854. When attending his last lec- 
tures, Dr. Choate Burnham of Hamilton, Mass., urged 
him to settle in Hamilton. He practiced in that town 
from October, 1853, to April, 1854, going back and forth 
on the train to his studies at Boston. While in Hamilton, 
William Cleaveland and John Wright of T opsfield called 
and urged him to come to Topsfield, as Doctor French 
was planning to go to Illinois, and Doctor Batchelder 
having gone to Templeton, Topsfield had oaly Or R.A. 
Merriam, who, although well advanced in years and re- 
tired from active practice, still gave his assistance in trou- 
blesome cases, which he continued to do till his death. 
Doctor Choate accordingly went to Topsfield in April, 
1854, and boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey Balch. 
Doctor Choate occupied one of the front rooms as an 
office. He had an ordinary carriage at first, but thinking 
a gig better suited for his practice in Middleton, Boxford 
and Linebrook, he had one built for him by Thomas Kk. 
Leach, the Topsfield wheelwright. After his marriage in 
1856, he moved into the house yet standing on the corner 
of Main and Summer streets, and now owned by Mrs. 
Ephraim Peabody. He frequently called into consultation 
Dr. Cox of Salem, who, after a time, urged him to settle 
in that city. Although Doctor Choate liked Topsfield, 


and the citizens were highly satisfied with his professional 


services, yet he was unused to the hardships suffered dur- 
ing the winter season while on long drives, andso wel- 
comed a chance to go to Salem, removing there in June, 
1857. At this time he charged seventy-five cents a visit 
for calls in Topsfield, and also often went to Boxford for 
that sum. After he had decided to leave Topsfield, the 
citizens offered him an increase of 25% on the charge 
for his visits as an inducement to remain. Doctor Choate 
had many applicants for his practice, finally selling to 
Dr. Justin Allen of Hamilton. He still lives in Salem, 
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where “he has had a very extensive practice, and by his 
kindliness, his professional skill and fidelity, he has gained 
a strong hold upon and a warm place in the hearts of 
those in whose families he had visited. Dr. Choate is a 
most indefatigable worker, and cheerfully responds to 
many calls, day or night, when he knows there will be no 
financial remuneration. He is known as the ‘ Beloved 
Physician.” He became a member of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society in 1858, and isa member of the Essex 
South District Medical Seciety. He is a member of the 
Essex Congregational Club, and for thirty-four years has 
been a deacon of the Tabernacle Congregational Church 
of Salem. He has served on the School Board. During 
the Civil War he was examining surgeon for volunteers 
and drafted men, and from 1863 to 1869 was examining 
surgeon for pensions. He was on the staff of the Salem 
Hospital for fourteen years following its organization. He 
lives on Norman street in Salem. 


DR. JUSTIN ALLEN. 


Dr. Justin Allen* was born in Hamilton, Mass., Sept. 
29, 1826, and was the son of Ezekiel and Sally (Roberts) 
Allen. After atteuding the schools of his native town, 
he studied at Williston Seminary, East Hampton, Mass., 
1845-6, and in 1847 was enrolled at Rockingham Acad- 
emy, Wampton Falls, N. G., and at Hampton Academy. 
In the year 1848 he was again at Williston Seminary, and 
in 1849-1850, was back at Hampton Academy. Entering 
Dartmouth College, he left in the spring of 1851, and 
continued his studies at Brown University, graduating 
from that institution with an A. B. in 1852. In 1853- 
1854 he attended lectures at the Berkshire Medical Insti- 
tute, and in 1855 the medical lectures at the Tremont 
Medical School. In 1856 he received the degree of M. D. 
at Harvard, and in June, 1857, came to Topsfield, buying 
the practice of Dr. David Choate. He continued his prac- 
tice here and in the neighboring towns till 1894, when he 
retired from active professional work, enjoying in the next 
few years several trips abroad, He died, unmarried, Nov. 
5, 1908, aged 82 years. 


*See Topsfield Historical Collections, Vol. 14, page 148. 
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When he first came to Topsfield he lived in the house 
now owned and occupied by Henry H. Roberts, afterwards 
removing to the house on Main street now owned by John 
H. Towne, where he lived eighteen years, then removing 
to the George P. Dow house at the corner of Main and 
Prospect streets, and lastly moving into the adjoining 
house, which he had purchased and where he lived till his 
death. He became a member of the Massachusetts Med- 
cal Society in 1859, retiring as an active member in 1892. 
He was the first President of the Topsfield Historical So- 
ciety, and continued as such until his death. 


DR. WILLIAM DUDLEY HILL. 


Karly in 1881, Dr. William Dudley Hill, a native of 
Lebanon, Maine, settled in Topsfield. He was born in 
1858, the son of Orrin T, and Mary E. (#oss) Hill, and 
married, June 1, 1881, at Kingston, N. H., Kitty Hart- 
well Pearson, born in New Bedford, Mass., daughter of 
Mark R. and Kate (Hartwell) Pearson. Doctor Hill was 
graduated from the medical department of the University 
of Vermont in 1879. He lived in the house on School 
avenue now owned by Alphonso T. Merrill, but remained 
in Topsfield only a few years, removing to Paterson, N. J., 
then to Maryland, or Virginia, and to New Hampshire, 
where he conducted a sanitarium, and is still living. He 
also practiced dentistry, having a chair in the press-room 
now occupied by A. T. Merrill. 


DR. GEORGE MERRILL RANDALL. 


Dr. George Merrill Randall came to Topsfield, Oct. 22, 
1889, and was associated with Dr. Justin Allen. He was 
born at Vassalboro, Maine, Mar. 20, 1863, and was the 
son of George LeBarron Randall, a native of Barnstable, 
Mass., (who received the degree of M. D. at Maine Medi- 
cal School, Bowdoin College, in 1842, and practised in 
Maine for thirty years), and Caroline Matilda (Sturgis) 
Randall, who was a native of Maine. Doctor Randall re- 
ceived the degree of M. D. at the Maine Medical School, 
Bowdoin College, in 1889, and later went to the Boston 
City Hospital where he was Surgical House Officer. After 
selling his practice in Topsfield he went to Augusta, Me., 
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where he practiced for seven years, and contracted pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis which sent him into the mountains of 
California for one year. After regaining his health he re- 
turned to Augusta and practiced five years, and then re- 
moved to Lowell, Mass., where he is now located. He 
holds a commission as 1st Lieutenant in the Medical Re- 
serve Corps, U.S. A. He married June 7, 1893, Alice 
Martha: Hawes, daughter of Isaiah and Lucy (Hatch) 
Hawes. They have no children. 


DR. THOMAS LINCOLN JENKINS. 


Dr. Randall sold his practice to Dr. Thomas Lincoln 
Jenkins, who was born Oct. 10, 1866, in Chelsea, Mass., 
the son of Loyal Lovejoy, of Portsmouth, N. H.and Mary 
Jane (Norton) Jenkins, a native of Addison, Maine. He 
married June 18, 1902, Lucy Maud Garbutt of Revere, 
Mass., daughter of Andrew and Lucy Ann (Dunderdale) 
Garbutt. They have one child, Mary Lucy Jenkins, born 
May 10, 1908. Doctor Jenkins, after graduating from 
the Revere public schools, and the Charlestown. High 
School, attended the Harvard Medical School, graduating 
in the class of 1890. On November 1, 1890 be came to 
Topsfield. In 1891, he became a member of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. He was Assistant Surgeon in 
the 8th Mass. Inf. U. S. Vols. in the Spanish-American 
War and is now Major and big te of the 2nd Brigade, 
Mass. Vol. Militia. 


DR. BYRON SANBORN. 


Dr. Byron Sanborn, the son of James Stanlius and Mary 
Ella (Yeaw) Sanborn, was born in Loudon Centre, N. H., 
August 18, 1874. He was graduated with the degree of 
A. B. from Dartmouth College in 1897, and from Dart- 
mouth Medical School in February, 1900, he received the 
degree of M. D. After studying in Raston and New York 
Hospitals he came to Topsfield, Sept. 28, 1901. In 1909 
he became a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
and also the American Medical Society. On Sept. 25, 
19801, he married Mary Rebecca, daughter of E dward 
Pickering and Emma (Glover) Leavitt of Concord, N. I. 
They have one child, Victor Paul, born August 2, 1903. 
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28 _ THE PHYSICIANS OF TOPSFIELD, 


NATIVES OF TOPSFIELD WHO BECAME 
PHYSICIANS BUT PRACTICED 
ELSEWHERE. 


DR. NATHANIEL BRADSTREET. 


Dr. Nathaniel Bradstreet,* the son of Henry and Abi- 
gail (Porter) Bradstreet, was born in Topsfield, Oct. 4, 
1771. He was fitted for college by Rev. Asahbel Hunting- 
ton, and entered Dartmouth College in 1791, but after re- 
maining there a year, he entered Harvard from which col- 
lege he was graduated in 1795, afterwards studying medi- 
cine with Dr. James Thacher of Plymouth and Dr. I. A. 
Holyoke of Salem. In the autumn of 1798, he was ap- 
pointed chief surgeon of the sloop-of-war Merrimac, Moses 
Brown of Newburyport, captain, and made several voy- 
ages to the West Indies in that vessel. In February, 1800 
he resigned his commission and shortly afterward com- 
menced the practice of medicine in Newburyport where he 
continued till his death. He became prominent in his pro- 
fession and was highly esteemed as a physician and sur- 
geon. At the time of his death he was a Councillor of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society. He died at Newbury- 
port Oct. 6, 1828. He married Mary Crombie by whom 
he had eight children. 


DR. ISRAEL BALCH. 


Dr. Israel Balch, the son of David, 3d and Sarah (Pea- 
body) Balch, was born in Topsfield Sept. 14, 1788. He 
fitted for college with the Rey. Asahel Huntington, enter- 
ing Dartmouth when he was eighteen years old. “He re- 
ceived no aid from his father to defray his educational ex- 
penses. His grandfather Peabody made him a present of 
$450 which was all the pecuniary aid he had, that he did 
not earn himself.” He was graduated in the class of 1811. 
After graduating, he taught schoola year in Topsfield, and 
a year and a half in the Academy at Amesbury. After 
studying medicine with Dr. Nathan Smith of Hanover, 
N.H. and three years with Doctor French of Amesbury, he 


*See also Cleaveland’s Bicentennial Address, Appendix 9; and 
Topsfield Historical Collections, Vol. 12, page 143. 
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began to practice in Salisbury, in 1814, and continued till 
1820, when he removed to Amesbury, where he resided 
and practiced, until his death July 7, 1858. He was mar- 
ried at Amesbury in 1814, to Miss Nancy Goodwin, who 
was born Oct. 12, 1793 and died at Amesbury in 1860. 
They had four children : Mara, born July 20, 1816; died 
unmarried, Aug. 29, 1895; Israel, born July 20, 1817, 
died May 20, 1821 ; Israel Daniel Perkins, born June 18, 
1822 ;and David Lowell Dearborn, born Oct. 13, 1828. 

“ He was a very successful practitioner of medicine and 
surgery. For seven years he was surgeon of a regiment. He 
had the largest medical library in Amesbury or vicinity. 
Many young men sought his office for instruction in medi- 
cine and surgery, navigation and higher mathematics. He 
wrote and delivered several lectures on scientific subjects. 
He was gifted with a strong scientific mind. He took out 
several patents and made some very peculiar clocks. In 
contriving and manufacturing surgical instruments, he ex- 
hibited much ingenuity. He was a strong advocate of 
temperance and a firm abolitionist.” 


DR. JOSIAH LAMSON. 


Dr. Josiah Lamson, the son of Josiah and Marcy (or 
Mercy) (Perkins) Lamson, was born in Topsfield, Aug. 
15, 1789. -He was fitted for college at Bradford and 
Dummer Academies, his preceptor at the latter school be- 
ing Benjamin Allen, LL. D. In 1814 he was graduated at 
Harvard College. The following three years he spent in 
the study of medicine with Thomas Kittredge, M. D. otf 
Andover, Mass. He also attended the medical lectures of 
the Harvard College Medical School in 1816 and 1817, 
and in the autumn of 1817 received the degree of M. D. 
from the Censors of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Soon after he was invited to Chebacco (now Essex) by a 
committees of the parish, and began the practice of medi- 
cine there in 1818, and continued until March, 1861. He 
married, first, Sept. 9, 1824 Rebecca Sargent, who died 
Mar. 22, 1837, aged thirty years. On April 80, 1839, he 
married, second, Betsy Dodge. He had two children : 
Alvin and Mary J., and died April 16, 1870, greatly re- 
spected. 
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DR. ELISHA HUNTINGTON. 


Dr. Elisha Huntington, the son of Rey. Asahel and 
Althea (Lord*) Huntington, was born in Topsfield, Apr. 9, 
1796. He was fitted for college under the direction of 
his father, who for nearly twenty-five years, was the de- 
vout and faithful minister of Topsfield and who made it 
a part of his occupation to fit young men for college. He 
entered Dartmouth College at the age of fifteen, and was 
graduated in the class of 1815. He studied medicine with 
Doctor Bradstreet of Newburyport, and attended medical 
lectures at Yale College, taking his degree in-1823, In 
1824 he went to Lowell, Mass., and entered at once upon 
a career of professional and oflicial duties such as it is 
rarely the fortune of one man to experience. He was em- 
inent as a physician and enjoyed a large practice. While 
Lowell was yet a town, he served two years as a member 
of the school committee. After its incorporation as a city 
he served three years as a member of the Common Coun- 
cil and two terms of two years each as a member of the 
schoo] committee. He was three times elected as Alder- 
man, and in 1839, during his second year as president of 
the Common Council, he was elected to fill the office of 
Mayor, made vacant by the death of Hon. Luther Law- 
rence only a few weeks after entering upon his second 
term of office. He was re-elected to fill that office in 
1839, 1840, 41, 44, 45, 52, 56, 57,58. In 1853 he was 
elected Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts. Tor two 
years he was president of the Massachusetts Medical Soci. 
ety, and also for two years served as president of the 
District Medical Society, having held all the minor offices 
of that society. He was a most active member of the 
Middlesex Mechanics Association, and was chairman of 
the lecture committee for several years. He married May 
31, 1825, Hannah Hinckley, daughter of Joseph and Deb- 
orah (Freeman) Hinckley of Marblehead, Mass. She died 
Sept. 19, 1859. Dr. Huntington died Dec. 13, 1865. Their 
children were : James Freeman, born Sept. 6, 1826, mar- 
ried May 30, 1848, Ellen Sophrona Whipple; Francis 

*She was the daughter of Dr. Elisha Lord of Pomfret, Conn., a 
distinguished physician. 
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Cleaveland, born June 3, 1831; Mary Hinckley, born 
Sept. 8, 1838, married Feb. 6, 1861, Josiah Parsons 
Cooke Jr., Professor of Chemistry and Mineralogy, Harvard 
University ; Isaac Mansfield, born Dec. 15, 1836, died Oct. 
12, 1837; William Reed, born Sept. 20, 1838. 


DR. HUMPHREY GOULD. 


Dr. Humphrey Gould, the son of Zaccheus, jr. and Anna 
(Brown) Gould, was born in Topsfield, July 3, 1797. Doc- 
tor Gould, after graduating at Williams College estab- 
lished himself at Danvers, and after remaining a short 
time, removed to Rowe, Mass., where for about fifty years 
he was an honored and influential member of the commun- 
ity—a type of the “beloved physician.” He was in close 
social relations with most of the leading professional men 
in Western Massachusetts and was “ universally respected 
and esteemed, alike for his high moral tone, his extensive 
knowledge, retentive memory and sound judgment.” 

He married June 11, 1827, Electa Haynes, who was 
born June 5,1800 and died Aug. 12, 1878. Doctor Gould 
died Oct. 8, 1874. Their children were: Electa Haynes, 
born Aug. 15, 1828, married, 1854, Wm. A. Hicks; Han- 
nah, born Dee. 18, 1836, itetied, 1863, Edw. Wright, and 
died in 1875. 


DR, JOHN AUGUSTUS LAMSON, 


Dr. John Augustus Lamson, the son of John and Pris- 
cilla (Averill) Lamson, was born in Topsfield, March 3, 
1831. His early education was received in the local 
schools, and Phillips Academy, Andover Mass. In 1853 
he was graduated from Dartmouth College, and began the 
study of medicine with the late Charles Haddock, M. D. 
of Beverly, Mass., then entered the Boylston and Tremont 
Medical Schools, ‘Boston. He was graduated March 12, 
1856, from the medical department of Harvard Univ ersity 
Immediately on receiving his medical degree, he was ap- 
pointed one of the physicians of the « Boston Dispensary,” 
which office he held for three years. In 1861 he was ap- 
pointed Examiner for Volunteers by Surgeon-General 
Dale. 
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32 THE PHYSICIANS OF TOPSFIELD, 


In 1862 he was appointed surgeon of the 42d Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteers, and went into camp, but resigned 
his commission before the regiment left for the seat of war 
on account of impaired health from the exposure of camp 
life. (All the officers and three companies of this regi- 
ment were captured on arriving at Galveston, Texas, and 
the surgeon who was Dr. Lamson’s successor was held in 
close confinement till released by death.) He was imme- 
diately re-appointed by Surgeon-General Dale as Examiner 
for Volunteers. In 1863 he was appointed Assistant Ex- 
araining Surgeon under the “Conscription Act.” This 
office he held until the end of the “ draft.’ During the 
war he examined, of volunteers, conscripts and substi- 
tutes, more than 12,000 men. In September, 1863, he 
was appointed the physician, chief in charge, of the “ Dis- 
charged Soldiers’ Home,” from which he resigned four 
years later. 

He wasa member of the Boston School Board ten years, 
ending 1871, in which year he was elected a member of 
the Legislature, and re-elected the following year, 
representing the wealthiest ward of the city. The year 
1873 he spent in European travel, visiting many of the 
hospitals in London, Dublin, Vienna, Paris and Berlin, 
and then extended his trip to Constantinople and the East. 
In 1880 he was appointed Chief Medical Examiner of the 
“ Kquitable Life Assurance Society,” for Boston and East- 
ern Massachusetts. He retired from general practice in 
1893. On Oct. 18, 1876, he married Mary Elizabeth 
Whitcher of Milton, Mass., the daughter of Hon. Joseph 
Batchelder and Barbara Ann (Horton) Whitcher. 


DR. CHARLES TREADWELL ISRAEL REA. 


Dr. Charles Treadwell Israel Rea, son of Israel and 
Eliza Anu M. (Whitcomb) Rea, was born in Topsfield, 
Dec. 10, 1835. He entered the Harvard Medical School 
in 1856 remaining there three years, and graduating in 
1859 from Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. He 
first practised at Manchester, Mass. for two years and then 
removed to San Francisco, Cal., where he has since re- 
sided. He married Martha R., daughter of Dr. Asa Story 
of Manchester, Mass., by whom he had no children. 
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DR. GEORGE WILLIAM PERKINS. 


Dr. George William Perkins, the son of Caleb Kimball 
and Mary Lucinda (Peabody) Perkins, was born in Tops- 
field, Jan. 6, 1860 ; fitted for college at Phillips Exeter 
Academy ; was admitted to Harvard College June 30, 1879 
and passed the year 1879-80 with the class of 1883 as a 
freshman. He skipped the sophomore year, and joined 
the class of 1882, as a junior in the fall of 1880, and grad- 
uated with the class. ‘The first two years after graduation 
he held the position of assistant in biology at Harvard, 
and at the same time pursued his studies at the Harvard 
Medical School till June, 1885; in 1886 receiving the de- 
greo of M.D. On June 1, 1885 he was appointed for 
the usual term of eighteen months a member of the house 
staff on the surgical side of the Boston City Hospital, and 
at the conclusion of this service he accepted a position as 
division surgeon in the medical department of the Union 
Pacific Railway, with headquarters at Ogden, Utah. He 
spent two months at Denver to familiarize himself with 
railway medical work, reaching Ogden in September, 1886. 
where he resided til) his death Nov. 18, 1908. 

He had charge of the Company’s Hospital, located at 
Ogden, for the western district of the Medical Department 
which comprised about fifteen hundred miles of the Union 
Pacific System in Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and 
Utah, along which are scattered several assistant surgeons 
who send all serious cases of injury or sickness to Ogden 
for treatment. He was also surgeon for the Southern 
Pacific Railway at Ogden. In addition to his railway work 
and private practice he dida large amount of consultation 
and operative surgical work for other doctors. He was 
president of the Utah State Medical Society and a vice- 
president of the Harvard Medical Alumni Association. 

He married at Worcester, Mass., Sept. 20, 1887, Nellie 
A. Dunton. Their children were : William Albert, born 
March 30, 1889; George Leshe, born April 1, 1890, died 
April, 1909; Helen, born April 18, 1893 ; Arthur, born 
June 14, 1895. 































Gh OuO eM HE Lao yanen, a 
BHT MAb W womono 24, iaiy 
Liadwsit doled to moa eet aolthieh ateifli WT ae 


wo’ ai caved way aoialp vd i Hetan fe ) Revie rg 2 


m rs | ee TPL var 
tort agli ta ovolle 
5 


t ¥ of ) ‘ 
Gyel .O& oavl enealfed haw 
1 ¥ y ¢ ® 
: an bOSLl to easlo odd tiie Oat lb is tHOY, " odt'b 


-h 
. O46 ub 
bonito baa ROY eromodiyoe \¢ ott Leoe aie 2 oF nar De. 
~Retyy bora O8BL to Hai odd of yi heegyy a ae 28ST Yo gato ont rf 
ecidan hie tn THis emo owd dat el weelo add div ‘balla 





OLA TEAL. 4 5 on ) Monn y ont ‘blod od 
biay tal oxy i tard if "gard ey ii ot sa has 
b odd auiviase ri » ee or po A ile besa odoe Neotbamt 
i oiniogga eaw od G88r (f outer ny CT 1 to 66) 
seo edd to tedmeonm @ ecdirtom HOM iidtgis to srret [nose Me 
atic oi ‘ ' bevel Sei} to's bis bs y Lei } ry ut “ aud I 0 fede - 
f Oisieod A h DITSSOS & i SOP THA ae to notanfonod oilt éa 
iu edt to taenwraqeb Isotherm edt mi aovgtis aotalyib 


a a o ; eT aca Reavy tae 4 a all yaa ee on i y A n a i ® 
ey SF tts J iN SIO TRO ORO oly Yaw iil OL LOR 
_ > w 





@ Uearid ‘oxtraificm?t of sevietl te hehe mt ow? nega 
SOK tadaedyor at cofyO oniilonor iow Leoibont a yale 
Or BE vot deh aid it behiner od a1dw 
i batsool adiqaoll ea maqcaol} ga} to « OT AAy bad off 
moctisqaT Leoibolf edt to Jotdeih Biesw odd wt obhgO 
Hoes ots to eslin borband west tHods beatrqenn doldw | 
bis nogerO ,aaninolt odabl , gino W ni moiex® aioe 
Hoe g1Us Josten Teroves hewiesd ete doidw + cro fs ay 


NOOO OF BeOWNOA 10 CL, ii to Roan aOLLS 94 lin Heroae odw,y 
aneddg od not noowwine! Gels aw oH tnoufaott rot 
fiow yawlion eid of aoiibba al mat beO te yewlisd otfosd — 
Hols} ivenos to tanotes egtal a bil es f oditoprg ataving Bie 
anw oil .erojsob yilto, 101 iow lnoinzue 5 svideneqo bas be) 
“Soiv 8 baa yoiood levibelt otgi@ dp 17 oft to tasbiegiq ie 7 

onsiooweh, incanlA laothel Jravinll edt to tnebiaong | ne 
Hilo, Taat ond begoe tol, goo te beittem oH” sh 


aiod diodiA ocailliW + arow nethtilosiedT  \codamh 4 
boil ORBLE. ik vena eo ifaet ono!) ; “Ai age (Os dara) 


miod pundioA, .» BOL BE 2 teh pha us ; GO v 





EARLY TOPSFIELD SCHOOL REPORTS. 


A PAPER READ BEFORE THE TOPSFIELD HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY AT A MEETING HELD MARCH 4, 1898. 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW. 


The first printed report of the school committee issued 
by the town of Topsfield, was for the year ending March, 
1839. This was in accordance with statute provision re- 
cently enacted. Dr. Royal A. Merriam was chairman of 
the committee and probably prepared the report. 

After introductory explanation, appears the following : 
“ The Committee have endeavored to follow the statute 
as nearly as circumstances would allow, by visiting and 
exercising such supervision as the law enjoins. In these 
visits the majority of the Committee have been prosent at 
the commencement and close of each school and once or 
more about the middle of each term, as were between three 
and four months in length, making their visits about once 
a month. The town, not districted, maintained four 
Schools from six to eight months each in the year, at an 
expense of five hundred dollars for the whole. The branch- 
es taught are Reading, Writing, Spelling, Defining, Geog- 
raphy, Arithmetic, Grammar, History, and Philosophy.” 


The “Summer Schools” were taught by “females,” and . 


the committee state that “no complaints of dissatisfac- 
tion” have come to their knowledge. The schools, four 
in number, were taught by Misses Ruth Batchelder, Mary 
P. Lamson, Harriet Towne and Mary P. Towne, all na- 
tives of the town. Emerson Gould taught the winter 
term at the Centre school which “was not so fully at- 
tended as in years previous, there being a private Female 
School kept in the vicinity.” “There was no marring or 
injury done to the buildings, not even a pane of glass 
broken for the Winter.” 
(34) 
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EARLY TOPSFIELD SCHOOL REPORTS. 30 


The term was sixteen weeks; whole number of schol- 
ars 79, with an average attendance of 66. The North 
school was kept by Nehemiah Cleaveland Bradstreet and 
the East school by Seabury T. Witt, “a gentleman whose 
literary and moral qualifications were undoubted,” but 
who proved not to be a success as “ there was a failure in 
a perfect control over the school.” John G. Hood pre- 
sided over the exercises at the South school which “ ex- 
celled in writing.” “The several schools have been pro- 
vided with a Black-board, almost a stne gua non in every 
school. Indeed, there are few schools at this day without 
one; they are considered indispensible.” “A few new 
books have been furnished at the expense of the town, to 
the amount of six or eight dollars.” The committee sug- 
gested the propriety of engaging 2 “ Female Teacher ” for 
the Centre school, to aid the «“ Male Teacher’ when the 
attendance should exceed fifty scholars, and they also 
recommended that more money be expended on the sum- 
mer schools as they were then more largely attended than 
in the winter. 

The report for the succeeding year is well written and 
probably was from the pen of J. C. Batchelder. The du- 
ties of parents were discussed and one paragraph reads as 
follows: “A few words concerning the policy of locating 
school houses in bye and unpleasant places, would not be 
inopportune. Children are beings prone to observation, 
and are not so insensible to the ‘sublime and beautiful’ 
as many seem to imagine; neither are they wanting in at- 
tention to personal comfort and convenience. Every one 
may perceive that a warm, pleasant and well furnished 
room has more attractions than one of an opposite charac- 
ter, and from a knowledge of this fact it is desirable that 
more regard should be had to the situation and condition 
of school houses. Every house should havea play ground 
in its immediate vicinity, and much more attention should 
be bestowed on the orderly arrangement and finish of 
school rooms; in fine, a little care and expense would 
soften the too often repulsive aspect of our school houses, 
which in their present condition have a very slight re- 
semblance to Minerva’s Temple of the Sciences.” 
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«The North School, under the direction of Mr. Robert 
Gould, like the times, appeared to be ‘ sadly out of joint.’ 
Very little dependence couid be placed on the children’s 
attendance. A majority of them made their appearance 
or not, as circumstances favored or opposed; and until 
parents awake to a sense of duty to their children, the best 
regulated efforts of the teacher cannot be successful.” 

The report for the year of 1840-41 was, in the main, a 
philosophical oration on life and morals. Little informa- 
tion is given as to the progress made in the several schools 
during the year, but the school buildings are held up for 
inspection. “Our school houses can hardly escape the 
well merited term of nuisance ; the inhabitants all lament 
their condition, but notbing is done to improve them. It 
is the deliberate opinion of your committee, that not one 
of them is suitable for the use to which they are appro- 


priated—in execrable repair, badly situated, gloomy, dirty. 


and old. Few are there among us who can point to our 
temples of learning and exclaim, in the language of the 
Roman matron, ‘ these are our jewels” ” 

For some reason, perhaps expense, no report was printed 
for the succeeding year, but the year following, 1842-8, is 
particularly complete, showing the date of each visit made 
to each school with the conditions existing. On July 15, 
the scholars at the Centre school were found to be “in 
rather a languid state.” The report fails to state what 
the temperature was at that time, but probably the Far- 
mer’s Almanac for that year did not read, “about this 
time expect snow.” August 14th the scholars at the Cen- 


tre school were ‘censured for idleness and disorder.’’ . 


The whole number of scholars attending at this time was 
79 and the teacher was paid the munificent sum of $10.25 
per month. The committee decided that the erection of 
a new meeting house in the immediate vicinity of the 
school house “ ought to be considered an extenuating cir- 
cumstance”’ in the matter of disorder in the school, but 
the opinion is expressed that the “ disposition of the teach- 
er was too amiable and indulgent” and she was “ better 
qualitied to be an usher than a principal ina large school.” 
During the winter term, which was taught by Humphry 
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BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW. or 


Balch, the whole attendance was one hundred—but the 
average attendance was much below owing to the opening 
of the Topsfield Academy under Kdmund F. Slafter. 
School libraries were introduced into the various schools 
this year and the committee suggested bringing all the 
schools together on examination day, advocating the plan 
as a stimulus to greater effort among the scholars. 

During the winter term at the South school, two of the 
larger boys headed a rebellion against the teacher, of 
which the report gives an extended account saying that 
“ glass was broken and some loss of hair suffered.” The 
boys were suspended but the infection spread through the 
neighborhood and after several conierences between the 
parents and the school committee, the matter was taken 
before the town at the annual meeting where, in the lan- 
guage of the report, it ‘“‘was very justly frowned upon 
and the article passed over.” ‘The complainants charged 
that improper modes of punishment were used by the 
teacher, such as striking the head with a bound book, 
pulling the hair and ears, etc. The report of the com- 
mittee says, “as to the bound book weapon, if we approve 
of any corporal punishment, one would not think that a 
package of paper wrapped up in a piece of sheepskin to 
be a very deadly weapon ; we think we have heard of paper 
bullets not being very fatal to the enemy. Nor are the 
hair and ears a very vital part of the human system.” 
The report also notes that various citizens have considered 
that “ the affair of School Committee was a money mak- 
ing business.” Whereupon a summary of work perfoirmed 
is appended, which included examination of the qua,fiica- 
tions of teachers, supervision of schools and studies the 
making of an annual report in detail with a return to the 
Commonwealth, a census of children between the ages of 
four and sixteen, and monthly visitations of each school. 
The chairman performed the greater part of this work and 
also supplied stationary and for the previous seven years 
had received from the town a total of $39.50, an unan- 
swerable statement. 

“The duty our children owe to God and themselves, or 
morality and religion, without secturian and denomina- 
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national distinction, should be an important item of educa- 
tion in our schools.”” So says Richard Phillips, jr. in his 
report for the year 1843-4, which occupies eighteen 
closely printed pages and displays complacent erudition 
combined with a happy commendation of both teachers 
and scholars. According to the report, the schools were 
in a highly flourishing condition. The establishment of 
a high school to be opened only in the winter was advo- 
cated. 

The following year Charles Herrick was chairman. 
Nothing other than ordinary was noted in the report save 
the fact that a new school house soon was to be built in 
the North district and the recommendation made that the 
new building be located on some different site. Of the 
one hundred and ten scholars who attended the Centre 
school, twenty-three are mentioned as being but four 
years of age. The new Centre school house erected in the 
fall of 1844 is mentioned and spoken of as well adapted 
to the wants of the district. The expenditure for teachers 
was $570.00 

John G. Hood, who had recently taught in the public 
schools, wrote the report for the year ending March, 1846. 
His “ general remarks” at its close were highly practical. 
He censured the custom followed by some parents who 
took their children from the Centre school when they had 
reached an age at which they could be employed at a 
mechanical trade. He condemned the policy that “ turned 
out” these imperfectly educated boys to become towns- 
men, parts of society, on whom the public duties of the 
community would soon devolve. “Our Republican Insti- 
tutions are depending on the intelligence and popular 
will for their continuance and usefulness. Therefore how 
important it is, that the rising generation should be 
well instructed, both in moral and intellectual knowledge. 
This, though of so much importance, appears by many to 
be lost sight of or totally disrerarded, and sinks into 
insignificance when compared with dollars and cents.” 

But while the chairman of the school board severely 
criticised the money making parent he did not spare the 
thoughtless and superficial mind, for he says :—“ There 
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is, in the community, a very strong inclination on the 
part of pupils, and in some instances of parents and 
teachers, to attend to some of the higher branches and 
thereby become superficial or merely white washed. This 
needs counteracting ; no scholar should be allowed or even 
encouraged to omit the common useful branches in order 
to study the ornamental] and less useful. Common Arith- 
metic should not be made second to Algebra, nor English 
Grammer to Logic and Rhetoric. After a knowledge of 
Reading, Spelling, Defining, Writing, Grammar and 
Geography is obtained, which is a firm basis for an Eng- 
lish Education, then and not till then should scholars 
aspire to higher branches. By an examination of 
some schools and scholars, it might be inferred that a 
new highway to obtain knowledge had been opened, which 
would entirely cut off the old fundamental branches, and 
in their place be substituted the elegant, towering and 
refined.” This seems to have been aimed at the North 
district”where for the past few years, the scholars taught 
during the winter term by college students, had revelled 
in the glories of latin, greek, algebra, geometry, astron- 
omy and kindred studies. It is noticeable that the fol- 
lowing year found but one scholar in the town, and he in 
the North district, applying himself to Jatin, and but 
three who studied algebraic forms while geometry was 
a thing unknown. Meanwhile improvements were taking 
place. New school houses were being built and the report 
grows reminiscent “ for the old houses will soon be 
numbered among the things that were, and known only 
in history, as one after another of these time-worn and 
‘boy-abused ’ edifices are annually giving place to their 
neat, gay and youthful competitors.” 

Little of note is recorded for the following year. Both 
teachers and scholars seem to have quietly moved along 
the “even tenor of their way.” The new North school 
house was occupied for the first time during the winter 
term of 1846-7, and the report remarks on “the height of 
the room and the ineans afforded for ventilation.” When 
one considers the architectural barrenness of the average 
“ district school’ and holds in mind the present outlying 
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school houses, the following extract from this report 
seems a little in the nature of adulation. 

“The last school house is now under contract (the 
East), on the completion of which, if it falls not behind its 
temporaries, our Town will have school houses not infe- 
rior, but commanding, fascinating and attractive, and to 
which we can point with admiration, as forts in which our 
children will have the principles of virtue, morality and 
religion inculcated, which will ever be a sure national de- 
fence for our Republican Institutions.” 

For the school year ending March 18, 1848 there was 
no printed report made to the town. A few years ago 
John H. Towne had the manuscript put into type at his 
expense and a small edition was struck off. The name of 
Rev. Anson McLoud appears for the first time as commit- 
teeman and at frequent intervals in the following years, 
his interest in the public schools never flagging. As 
his name heads the list he probably was chairman of the 
committee as well might become his influential position 
in town. “We were much pleased with the correctness 
and apparent intelligence with which important moral 
lessons in rhyme, and some beautiful passages from the 
scriptures were repeated.” So Says the report of the 
North school taught by Miss Clarissa H. Towne. 

Mr. McLoud, politic man that he was, gave the town 
great praise for their recent efforts in building new school 
houses, and then proceeded to suggest that there were 
other things needed. “You have done nobly in erecting 
four new school houses within the space of four years. 
No country town in this immediate neighborhood, perhaps 
none in the county and few in the state are so well fur- 
nished with neat, tasteful, comfortable, convenient school 
houses as Topsfield. It is worthy of note and reflects 
honor upon our citizens that these four houses have been 
built without opposition or wrangling, yea, with the 
hearty good will of all. We hope the suggestion will not 
be out of place to people who have shown so much 
patriotism and liberality in building the houses, that they 
take a little pains to ornament the grounds on which the 

houses stand. Let the people of each neighborhood set 
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out a few shade trees in proper locations immediately. 
Let the yards be bordered with rose bushes and shrubbery.” 
How well his suggestion was received and acted upon is 
well known. 

« Singing has been employed in the Centre School with 
admirable effect” says the report for the next year, which 
also says “we regard Mr. Berry as a first rate teacher, 
but think it would tend to the improvement of his school 
if he would prohibit the communications of the scholars 
with each other, and also would rely a little less upon 
concert recitations.” Excellent advice. 

The winter term of the North school at times must 
have been rather exciting for the report in mild language 
regrets that any of the scholars should have been deficient 
in respectful deportment due to a teacher, at the same 
time deploring the fact that the teacher should have been 
injudicious in his management and hasty and harsh of 
speech. The larger scholars were the flies in this 
pedagog’s ointment. The report announces a discovery 
which it were well that parents, even at the present day, 
would ever bear in mind. “We believe that instances 
have been found in the history of our race, of children 
who had no very scrupulous regard for the truth.” An 
important fact; and the report goes still further and says, 
“parents may prevent much disturbance in the neighbor- 
hood, much trouble to the teacher, and much shame and 
chagrin on their own part, if they will search a little after 
the unvarnished truth, before they give way to passion and 
resentment.” Mr. Mcloud then lays down this axiom— 
«children who have a descent bringing up at home, never 
haye quarrels and disturbances at school, either with the 
teacher, or with other scholars.”’ 

Tho Scotch blood of the worthy pastor came to the 
surface in his summary this year, and his pen was forged 
into a Damascene blade with which to bring confusion to 
the non-progressive element in town. It all grew out of 
an attempt by the committee to introduce into the schools, 
at their own expense, a system of weekly report cards 
now considered so essential. It appears that the commit- 
tee, with childlike innocence, supposed each parent would 
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take to the innovation as ducks to the brook, but in this 
they were sadly mistaken. Mr. McLoud most picturesque- 
ly describes the furor raised among the parents of the 
scholars. ‘Some of the parents regarded the cards as an 
innovation, and therefore mischievous. Some looked upon 
them as anti-scriptural, and therefore wicked. Some 
thought they were tyrannical and arbitrary, and therefore 
in conflict with the Immortal Declaration of Independ- 
ence and the glorious Constitution. Some believed them 
a crafty device by which they should be certified when 
their children had played truant, or had behaved badly in 
school, or had neglected their lessons, and therefore an 
abomination. At first it was proposed to issue the cards 
regularly, but learning that they were deemed such 
mighty engines of evil, fraught with ruin to all our polit- 
ical, social, and religious interests, we directed the teach- 
ers not to insist upon a parent’s signing them, but to keep 
the weekly record on the cards, notwithstanding. One 
of the teachers who had opposed the introduction of the 
cards, after a few weeks took the responsibility of laying 
them aside, and we felt like sympathizing with him rather 
than censuring him, for he had made such a ridiculous 
mistake in filling out the blanks, and withal had used 
such awkward chirography, that it must have been ex- 
tremely mortifying to him to send them round weekly to 
all the families.” 

Mr. McLoud prepared the reports for the next two 
years, and had little to offer of an unusual nature. “A 
young man from Lynn” tried to teach the East school 
_ for the winter term of 1850-1, and proved to be a weak 
member, so that the chairman gave him his discharge 
papers at the end of the first three days. 

Richard Phillips, jr., took charge of the educational 
responsibilities of the town at the next annual town 
meeting, and at the close of the year presented a super- 
lative report. Mr. Phillips’ command of adjectives, added 
toa happy faculty for euphonious phrases, gave to the 
report a most glittering effect. 

Dr. Merriam succeeded to Mr. Phillips’ editorial shoes, 
and reported to the town that the committee had discov 
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ered things that called loudly for improvement. He se- 
verely criticised the lack of thoroughness and the veneer 
of various ornamental studies which had been pursued to 
the neglect of the three R’s. An epidemic of scarlet fever 
prevailed about the town and interfered with the attend- 
ance, although nothing is said regarding the closing of the 
schools owing to its contagious character. 

In 1855, Dr. Merriam, on writing the report, began as 
follows: ‘ We would that you were either cold or hot; 
that you would either praise or censure our Reports ; that 
you would read and make your comments. We have 
been making Reports year after year concerning the con- 
dition of the mental and moral developments of those 
young immortals for whom you profess to have great 
anxiety, and yet hardly take the pains to peruse a short 
account of a year’s teaching, whether it be for weal or for 
woe. We believe this Report is not all honey-sweetened, 
nor vinegar-acidulated.” The worthy doctor spoke truly, 
for his summary preserved a happy medium of criticism 
and praise. Butanew star of transcendant brilliancy 
soon appeared above the horizon and began to shed its 
rays of wisdom on the town through the medium of the 
school report. “Squire” Holmes, who, like his illustrious 
legal predecessor, Sylvanus Wildes of lawful memory, 
ever enjoyed the delights of a perpetual vacation from 
exacting legal cares, began to favor the town with choice 
specimens of his curious wit. The report for 1857 was 
the first of the series, and the “Squire,” being a bit un- 
familiar with his task, hardly reached the eloquent pace 
he afterward attained. 

“Our first visit was directed to the Centre school, kept 
by Ellen M. Perley. As we neared the school house, 
‘with measured steps and slow,’ in all the consequential 
dignity of office, our ears were saluted with an increasing 
murmur. Like the good lady who, arrayed in a new 
dress, entered the church just as the minister was saying, 
‘the Lord have mercy on us,’ and supposing he must be 
speaking of what she was thinking, exclaimed, ‘ the Lord 
of mercy on us !—didn’t you ever see a new gown be- 
fore?’ We presumed the noise was occasioned by the 
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timely discovery of our anticipated advent by some ‘look 
out,’ and in honor of our exalted selves. On our entrance 
the illusion was quickly dissipated by the uproarious 
demonstration of joy at our arrival, not as honoring us, 
but dishonoring the schvol by availing themselves of the 
oceasion for confusion. A few pursued their studies 
with stoical indifference, while the majority were assidu- 
ously determining the flexibilities of which their bodies 
were susceptible. Suggesting the importance of good 
order, we departed.” 

The average attendance at the East school being eight, 
the “Squire” says of the teacher: « Having been faith- 
ful over a few things, we trust she will as deservedly 
rule over many.” The national standard floated over 
the North school house on examination day, the interior 
was decorated with evergreens and potted plants and 
crowded with parents and children from all parts of the 
town, and honored by the presence of the clergy. «In 
fact,” says the report, “it was a glorious day for the 
‘city’ and will form an era in its educational annals.” 

Mr. Holmes grew reminiscent while discussing the 
South school and remarked that «jt will be recollected 
that this school was, the previous winter, under the tyran- 
nic rule of the gentleman of the « rueful countenance,’ 
who, it seems, was Daniel Wilkins of Littleton, N. H. 
The chairman, the previous year, states that Wilkins 
possessed “an austere countenance,” so possibly the 
“Squire ” was justified in quoting Don Quixote. 

The glories of the old Topsfield Academy have been 
celebrated so recently that the opinion of that honored 
institution held by the school committee of 1857 is cer- 
tainly of interest. While moralizing on the recently 
awakened interest in education, the chairman continues: 
“We do not assume to ourselves the propulsion of this 
movement, but ascribe it, rather, to the self-awakening 
of the citizens whose gullibility has been so long prac- 
ticed on, in the pomps, fetes, high solemnities, and other 
inflations of superficial academic teachers.” 

But Chairman Tolmes, in a footnote, confesses his 
weakness and gives way to spleen. He had been giving 
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the town an example of his acute mind in describing the 
principle of “pedal suction,” as he styles it. While 
reading Dr. Kane’s polar narrative, he found that 
work stated that the walrus, having a weight of three 
thousand pounds or more, made its way up the perpendic- 
ular, polished surface of ice and rock by its tusks, where- 
upon the “Squire” gave an eloquent description of the 
“ pedal suction ” principle, using as an example the house 
fly. Hespeaks of his amazement on finding that the 
Edinburgh Encyclopaedia did not agree with him, but took 
sides with Dr. Kane, and then goes on to say: ‘I ad- 
dressed a letter in January last to the editor of the N. Y. 
Tribune, embodying this statement; but he was so trans- 
cendentalized with the immensity of his gastronomic de- 
velopments, the garnered accumulation doubtless of his 
consortion with the Catos of the land, that my communi- 
cation was unheeded.” Had Horace Greeley chanced 
upon this confession, what a smile would have spread 
over his benign countenance. 

Nearly ten years passed before the “Squire” was 
given an opportunity to write another school report. He 
seemed to have filled “a long felt want,” and filled it to 
a satiety. In 1865 he again came to the front, and 


opens his report with a description of his visit to the . 


Centre primary school kept by Miss Mary E. Gould. 
“At the accustomed monitions, the children resolved 
themselves into ‘position,’ with all the grave demeanor 
of a society of beavers, rising with military precision to 
the enaction of the ‘ gymnastic drill,’ 


While boy and girl, with stentor lung, 
The ‘Glory Hallelujah’ sung. 


These interesting flummeries were succeeded by the reci- 
tations, then came the grand racy caper on the common.” 

As superintendent of all the schools he wrote, “In- 
stead of the glib analytic ‘amplifications’ of our fash- 
lonable schools, so delicious to the scholastic a la mode 
exquisite, we have substituted the study of spelling, read- 
ing, writing, parsing and transposing the English lan- 
guage according to Murray. It may be old-fashioned, 
but some how or other we cannot get round old Murray. 
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In lieu of quadratic equations, we have wrought taxes, 
measured wood and timber, triangulated distances, and, 
in a word, leaving excelsiorites to the excelsiori, we have 
directed our attention to the simples of our own sphere, 
squaring up these things to the very root. 


“ Again, assuming corporal punishment to be indispen- - 


sable, not as a universal remedy, but in extreme cases, 
still with strzking reminiscences of the development of 
craniologic bumps by the application of hard rules, I 
would recommend that these rules be so applied as not 
to create a distorted, but nicely proportioned and well 
balanced head... . 

“The subject of our Centre school house has been 
under consideration for years. 

“The idea of the present edifice, like that of the unique 
structure on the nether end of our church, originated in 
the concentrated wisdom of certain Topsfield geniuses, 
who for their efforts in edificial originality procured them- 
selves the legitimate titular appendage of ‘pillars of the 
church and parish,’ giving to the world a new order of 
architecture dominated The Whim. 

“The nowhere, no-how location of the house has called 
forth unqualified expressions of wonder at the peculiar in- 
genuity of these savans in devising so perfect a represent- 

ation of the versatility of our people. Still, without de- 
_ tracting from their general conceptions, I would say in all 
honesty that the architects or their eulogists are here sad- 
ly at fault, since the very vanes of our churches on ‘ The 
Common,’ by some mysterious mesmeric polarity of con- 
gergated and methodic will, or other determined super- 
natural spiritual agency, turn persistently in opposite di- 
rections, in spite of wind or weather, in utter recusancy. 

«The exterior form of the building, with the door be- 
yond the centre, was suggested, probably by the Roman 
steelyard with its principle of balanced justice and _privi- 
lege, and wrought into edificial use by the same convert- 
ing power of genius that conceived and effected the Ionian 
order of architecture from the contemplation of a lady’s 
curls, or the Corinthian from a vase of flowers, or the 
elder Chaldaic from the palm tree. 





Oe ee etme Bae Sn I LL CN TS Ses. 


SLA ates Baers 2 al La i dea 


rns 










































ATLOIA JOOS CITI MA hall Be 


sox ddesotw ovad ow pcphiange oiterbianip le paliiala ne 
bus 3 woountall botaloygesizh oda bas boow Horwsasents: 
yracl ow ,oieleoxe odd of eetivuiahooke gaiveal brows toa 
olqe awo 170 to eslqante edt ob spoituoits wwe iene diveg 

: oot yey ond ot auetlt exo? qnegeamsipa 
-noqaibal ed 8 davcudaitsse fertingros ‘guisa reas ding) oy. 4. a 
eases eorontre af dod horas lawievian & ea ton oldaa.:. hy 
lo tavmadlevel odd: to ssommpelaiaren gestive addiw Mite). Ai). 
[ ashre baad to nedesilage elt ed. equiad oloniginaa ba 
jon ea bsilqqa oe od soles ceed dadt buemmoass’ blgow=)) ) 

iow fra bosottieqorq aaa unt penoiein & atneT9 oF » 

| bavd heonalad:.: 

need wad  sacod loadoe page” “STO to ineidie (ed T Be 
ney 101 avitsisbieaoo tebag 
su pic oid to bax edil ottibe taeserg elt to sabi edT 

ni hotenigixo .downde wo do bas sedten od? ao ostouste 4 

(804 jinow bish go aisties. 16 mobeirw hetewaeoago eddy: 
‘add bersoorg yiilanigivo lilohibe mi zisolte tied) totodw i 
alt io etalliq’ to opshaegqe talodM adamiizigol ef) eovise hei 
to .obr0 wea » bliow odd ot guivig denaq bas dope 


oid W odT betetionoh smdtestidera) yy 
bolino esd eavod edd to moiiadol wether .sictiwon oAT ney I 
-ci isifroeg edt de tobnow to enoleaseqze hadilow pos dts: os" 
~noeeigot « joshieg od galieiveh ai aaevae seo) to ‘gindeg © oe 


oh jvodtiw 2 .6lqoeq ise to diliaaxtoy of te noite 
la Ahoy hinow L ,attoidgeoroo lategeg tied) mont gaisged | 
Ane ered ous alereolue tied? 10 ssoetiilons edd Jodh yieonod’ a 
oT > cto eodeido ww0. to eottev grey odd sonia slushiayly % 
aoo to yiwaloq ottemesm enoletegen eaoa yd ‘ onto. » 
“ogue beniartolob, edie to fiw otbedion bas betegtog 
ith atieoggo ot yinoleeeg ried ryomegs [notin iqa farttan 
YOu He DOT se3tu ai rodtaew to barw to etiqe ai anes 
ed sook eat djiw sguibliad off tw avtol torretze oT ° 
namo edd yd -vidadotg Hotanygie Baw sow ,e1stteo off’ bao, 
‘iving bas eoitent beomsisd to olpionrig eit dive’ | 
srovne ecime oft ¥d oat Iniohtibe oti eto bare (9 
asiaol ott botoote bas hevioonds dad? exmeg ieee 
eybol sto molishpmeinog edt monk giiset 
od to wrswolt Yo obey Be cero tial 


PRN Renae me 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW. 47 


«¢ The portal of the house, more expressive than that of 
the temple of Janus at Rome, open at all times, indicates 
the elemental freedom arising from popular liberty. 

«“ The interior economical arrangement presents itself 
at the entry, in the ingenious device of the garret with its 
magazine of wood, borne up to be thrown down, projected 
in the prescience of coming events, to initiate the young 
in theart of war, and how one well posted could contend 
against ‘ fearful odds.’ 

« As one enters the rooms he is struck with the com- 
prehensive economy of the conception, in the practical 
solution of the problem by which a thing is made to hold 
more than it will contain, and the great facilities for the 
communication of knowledge with two in a seat and three 
in the middle, including illustrations of double position 
and double proportion, and the rising inflection with model 
artist exhibitions of primitive Hottentotal statuary. 

“Nor need I name the peculiar arrangement for the 
diffusion of heat and cold with geographic elucidations of 
the torrid and frigid zones, and other scientific devices. 
This monument of mighty conception may pass away, ‘sic 
transit gloria mundi,’ but the evidence of the spirit that 
prompted, and the genius that executed, will ever be en- 
stamped on the hearts of a grateful people.” 

Much interesting and curious matter may be found in 
other reports of the school committee, but space will not 
permit its collection at this time. No account of the 
school reports of the town of Topsfield could be complete, 
however, without reference to the famous report made to 
the town in March, 1867, and written by “ Squire” 
Holmes, a report for many years treasured in the office 
of the Salem Gazette, the place of its nativity, as one of 
the educational curiosities of the period. 

“The Primary Centre school, summer and winter, 
was instructed by Miss Mary E. Gould, of Topsfield. Un- 
der the guidance of this master-hand in genuine philoso- 
phic simplicity, the school presented the same phases of 
unvarying successful advancement as in former years, 
from the dissonant mouthings of half-fledged juvenile artic- 
ulation, through the winding passages of syllabicism, to 
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the Mount Hope of spell-reading ; the same grateful inter- 
spersion of gymnastic, vocal, recessive and studious enac- 
tion, rendering every exercise equally a pastime, and ro- 
mancing the reality of first efforts in dry study. 

“Miss Unis L. Tandy, of Groveland, succeeded Miss 


H[apgood ] i in the guidance of the South school during the | 


winter season. Miss T. was an enthusiastic, ener setic, SO- 
cial and decidedly plucky young lady, « laying out’ one of 
the biggest boys the first week, and hesitating not to re- 
main with her charge, in the storm-beleaguered school- 
house, during one of the most tempestuous nights of the 
past winter. In fact, with a peculiar force of character, 
she threw herself into teaching as a matter of business, 
not only conducting her school admirably, and bestowing 
thorough instruction to the very root of the matter, but, 
by coercives and suasives at school, socializing with the 
mammas at their homes, fraternizing with every one, she 
greatly popularized herself and the school, arousing an al- 
most unprecedented educational interest in the district, 
evinced by the general ‘turn-out’ at the examination. 

“ The North school, summer term, commenced under 
the guidance of Miss Anna C. D. Holmes, of Ipswich, 
who, although considered « competent teacher, did not 
exactly suit the ‘City’ people, who, nurtured in the school 
of republican freedom, could ill brook the stern discipline 
and unfamiliar indignities perpetrated on ‘them and 
theirs’—but one, and then another, till the whole popula- 
tion en masse, little and big, man and woman and child, 
whispered, murmured, threatened, denounced, and at last 
rising like a volcano, burst with fiery indignation into 
open rebellion, kicking up a great dust in all the region 
round about. So frantically intense was the convulsion, 
that the very animals, and even the elements conspired in 
sympathetic expressiveness. The geese, whose ancestors 
saved Rome, with conscious political importance, loudly 
vociferated, quack! quack! quack! The turkey, that true 
Native American, with indigenous consequential pride, 
gobbled about the calamities of foreign participation. The 
sheep, aroused from their quietude by the passing events, 
looking askance, gave a contemptuous bah! The horse in- 
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dicated his course by a racy yet positive neigh. Chanti- 
cleer, crested and spurred, and red with ire, from an emi- 
nence blew his clarion note of defiance; and the dog and 
cat, fraternizing in the common cause, duetted a caterwaul- 
ing howl of execration. The bellicose bull ‘ tossed a horn’ 
to the success of the enterprise, while the pacific guinea 
hen, in the spirit of the true kindliness, cried out earnestly, 
go back! go back: go back! 

“ Nor these alone, for Trinity River itself, that evangeli- 
cal stream, swollen with rage, bursting forth in a torrent 
of wrathful outpouring, whirled and boiled, and eddied in 
irascible frothings threatening the City mole of ‘ Long 
Wharf’ with demolition. To appease the tutelar Deity of 
the City, and relieve it from such an impending visitation, 
it was judged expedient to throw the mistress overboard, 
Jonah-like, whereupon a great calm ensued.” 
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THE BRIDGES IN TOPSFIELD. 


BY HENRY FOLLANSBEE LONG. 


Our present bridges are the result of gradual changes, 
from the “old ford way” and ‘‘ plank bridge,” necessitated 
by the improved facilities of transportation. The demand 
for some means of crossing “dry shod” at first resulted 
in “stepping stones,” or a fallen log was utilized, and 
later a plank was laid across, this in turn being supple- 
mented by another plank. The early records speak of 
“allowing ” this person, or that person, “ two pounds nine 
shillings,” or some other amount, for ‘‘ mending the high- 
ways” with plank. In this way, the early bridge, con- 
sisting of a single plank, was gradually widened into a 
rude “cart bridge.” Because of this gradual process of 
growth it is impossible to discover on the early records 
the exact date of the building of any of our earliest bridges. 

Some of the early bridges were constructed of slabs, 
as we are led to believe from the record under date of 
Nov. 1, 1725 when « The Town allowed to Jacob Averill 
three shillings & six pence for Slabs to mend the bridge 
near to Deac. Howletts.’”’ Under the same date, we find 
that Daniel Gould was allowed “two shillings & six pence 
for two Logs to mend the bridge near to Mr. John Capens 
house.” Under date of March 7, 1681 or 82, we find that 
‘6 John ffranch & John Townes are chosen to be siruiouers 
for ffences and hie ways & bridges for this yeare insuing.” 
Probably the first bridge built was the bridge across the 
Ipswich river, now known as Balch’s bridge, as mention 
is made of it as early as 1653. Mile Brook bridge on 
Perkins street was probably the second, first mention of 
it being under date of April 8, 1667. The first order 
to build a bridge was in “1668 or 69,” when the bridge 
on Ipswich street over Howlett’s Brook, was made. Many 
of the bridges were built when the streets on which they 
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are located were laid out. The bridges on the Turnpike 
were built by the Corporation in 1804 and 1805, with the 
exception of the Stone bridge. 


Tor Ipswich RivER BRIDGES. 


Row ey Bripce. This bridge, so called from the fact 
that the Rowley town line ran near it before 1700, is the 
first bridge in Topsfield coming down the river. This 
bridge is mentioned in a deed Jan’y 1, 1695. We find no 
record of its building, but under date of March 6, 1764, 
we find the following record. ‘To see if the Town will 
help Dea® George Bixby & others Mend & keep in Repair 
the Bridge a Crost the River in Topsfield called Rowley 
Bridg agreable to a petision that may be Prefared to the 
Town by the said George Bixby and others.” Again, un- 
der date of May 9, 1774, it was “voted that the bridge 
across y® River, call Rowley bridge shall be new built 
this present year.” May 26, 1806, it was voted that Dan- 
iel Bixby, Benjamin Pike and Henry Bradstreet be a 
committee to rebuild the bridge, “in the year 1807—fif- 
teen feet wide with a Stone Pier in the middle.” 


BAucH’s BripcE. The bridge over the river on Salem 
street, variously known as the Town bridge, Wooden 
bridge and Walsh’s bridge, is first mentioned March 380, 
1653, when the court records speak of “the great bridg 
which the said Walter Ropper built and cartwaye over the 
river towards the south.” October 21, 1682, the select- 
men were ordered to appear at court to “ shew the cause 
of the defect, why a bridge upon the road betweene Salem 
and Topsfield is not repaired.” Ata town meeting held 
May 23, 1718, “theare made Choys of Jacob Town 
Ephraim Wills and John Curtis a commity to uew and to 
set a uallaution aCording to there best Skill and Judg- 
ment of what y® cost may amount to in rebuilding and re- 
pairing our Bridg and Caseway ouer Ipswich reuer and 
prefar the same With a petition to y® honered Court of 


qurter Seshition to be holden at Salam in June next in- 


suing the date hereof to see whether y® honored court 
will asist us with help from the country so that we may 
be inabeled to rebuild the aboue said Bridge and caseway.” 
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July 9, 1718, another meeting was called to see “ which 
way the Town will rebuild the Bridg ouer the river.” At 
the meeting, Isaac Pebody, Ephraim Wills and Simon Brad- 
street were “chosen a comitie,” ‘ to agree with carpenters 
to build ye Bridge ouer y® River.” Under date of Octo- 
ber 31, 1718, we find that, “The Town alowed to Mr 
Isaac Peabody, Qrt™™ Ephraim Willds and Mr Simon 
Bradstreet twenty fiue pounds nine shillings for Building 
ye Bridg.” In 1728 the bridge was again repaired, for 
we find under date of April 2, 1728 that, «Capt Joseph 
Gould is Chosen to Provide Plank two inches & a half 
thick and fourteen foot Long; good white oak Plank to 
Cover s¢ Bridge.” The town petitioned the “court holden 
at Ipswich” for a “grant of money to repair Town 
Bridge,” March 17,1727-8. David Balch was chosen, De- 
cember 18, 1728, ‘to take care of the Towns timber near 
the town bridge so called.” The bridge was rebuilt in 
1805. Tradition says that an old fordway existed at a 
very early date, about one hundred and fifty feet below 
the present bridge. 


StonE BripGe. The bridge sometimes called the Arch 
bridge or Turnpike bridge, was built in 1853, at a cost 
of $3,658.54, the Town paying $1,245.54, and the County 
the balance. The first bridge at this spot was of wood, 
and was built by the Newburyport Turnpike Corporation, 
in 1803 or 1804. It was washed away seven or eight 
years afterwards and again in December, 1887 it was par- 
tially destroyed. 


Towne’s Bripce crosses the river at High street. The 
records do not show when this bridge was built, and it 
may be presumed that a bridge did not exist here prior to 
1771, for in that year bricks were hauled over Grass hill 
to build the chimney of the Bradstreet house. Direct 
mention, however, is made to this bridge on July 15, 1809, 
when Joshua Town “had with our consent laid out and 
fenced a certain road or way of the width of 3 rods lead- 
ing from a bridge lately erected by said Joshua over I[p- 
,swich river in said Topsfield over our land on tho 8. side 
of sd River to land now belonging to the widow Sarah 
Fisk.” 
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Rattroap BripGr. The bridge on which the Boston 
and Maine railroad crosses the river is sometimes known 
as the “Iron Bridge.” ‘The present structure was con- 
structed by the Boston Bridge Works in 1888. In the 
month of February, 1855, a heavy freshet destroyed the 
first bridge built the previous year, so that for a portion 
of the month no trains passed through Topsfield. The 
second bridge was built at this time. 


Lamson’s BripGe, over which Asbury street crosses, is 
named from the family of that name, who have lived in 
this vicinity for two hundred and fifty years. Felt, in 
his History of Ipswich, says that in 1730 a cart bridge 
was “ built over the river by Jonathan Lamson and oth- 
ers.” April 3, 1780, « The Town allowed to Mr Peletiah 
Cummings four pounds twelve shillings for forty six feet 
of plank used in covering Lamson’s bridge.” November 
4, 1813, it was voted that a new bridge be built over the 
river. This bridge was probably completed in 1814, for 
under date of March 1, 1814, appears further mention of 
the “new bridge.” 


MISCELLANEOUS BRIDGES. 


Dry Bripce. So called from the fact of its bridging 
Howlett street where the Turnpike crosses. Under date 
of April 1, 1805, it was voted, “To grant liberty to the 
Newburyport Turnpike Corporation to erect a dry bridge 
across the road near Joseph Andrews, provided it is done 
to the reasonable satisfaction of the selectmen and Sylva- 
nus Wildes, Isaac Averill and Joseph Andrews and all 
persons immediately concerned or the major part of 
them.” 


Mite Brook Brings crosses Mile brook on Perkins 
street, east from the junction of Perkins and Ridge streets. 
The first mention of this bridge is at a meeting held 
April 8 1667 when, “The Towne granted Liberty to 
William Aueriell and Daniell Borman to make a dame at 
the Mile brooke a rode and a halfe aboue the bridge to 
float there medow prouided it be no damige to the town.” 
The bridge was repaired in 1701. Dec. 18, 1728, Nathan- 
iel Averill was allowed “six sbillings and two pence,” for 
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‘¢ two string pieces and eight slabs to mend Mile Brooke 
bridge in 1728.” This bridge was used as a bound in 
deeds of land in 1711. 


FisH Brook BripdGE is at the boundary line between 
Boxford and Topsfield on River street. Ina deed dated 
December 27, 1662, a piece of land is spoken of as being 
bounded by “ Curtice’s Bridge.” Presumably this was 
Fish Brook bridge. Mention of this bridge is made again 
in 1767, as Fish Brook bridge. It was rebuilt in 1805. 


WHEEL Brook BripGE carries Salem street over the 
brook at the foot of Dwinell’s hill, so called. The first 
mention of this bridge is on September 21, 1742, when 
“The Town allowed to Thomas Dwinel one pound Ten 
shillings old Tenor for Timber to mend Wheel Brook 
Bridge in y® year 1741.” 


BRIDGE OVER How.ett’s BRooK on Ipswich street, 
just below the junction of Perkins Street. From the fol- 
lowing record it appears that a bridge existed here very 
early, for under date of “ye 2 march 1668 or 69, it is 
also ordered and agreed apon With Ensigne Thomas How- 
lett that thay will make and maintaine a bridge ouer ye 
Brooke by Ensignes house in ye way as wee goe to IJp- 
swich ye one halfe to be don by the Towne and the other 
halfe by ye sd Ensigne.” December 18, 1728, this bridge 
is spoken of as the bridge ‘*by Deac™ Howletts,” and 
under date of May 16, 1786, Capt. Thomas Cummings was 
allowed,” ten shillings and five pence for 67 feet of white 
oake plank used in mending Hobbs Bridge (so called).” 


NicHots’ Brook BripnGR, is now in Middleton, but 
for a number of years was in Topsfield. It is on the 
Copper Mine road. March 5, 1705/6 “ The Town agreed 
to free all y© Inhabitants on ye South west side of Nicholls 
Brook from highway worke on ye north East Side of said 
Brook for this year provided they maintain the Bridge 
over s4 Nickollses Brook and the rest of the highways and 
Bridges on that side of y® sd Nichollses Brook.” 


FALLS BripGe is on North street, near Ipswich street, 
at the mill pond. The first mention of this bridge is 
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under date of June 22, 1714, when North street was laid 
out. The record reads, ‘‘ We whose names are under- 
writen have lay’d out a highway from ye common Land 
afore®¢ over the falls Bridg so called up the Hill to the 
lift and fence, near Deac Dormans and Mr. Isaac Pea- 
bodys fence.”” In 1724, under date of December 15th, 
Capt. Thomas Baker was allowed “seven shillings & Siz 
pence for Timber to mend the falls Bridge in 1724.” 


Gatuup’s Broox BripGE is on Haverhill street, where 
it crosses Pie brook, more recently known at this point as 
Gallup’s brook, because Israel Gallup lived near this 
bridge over fifty years ago. The bridge was probably 
built in March, 1668 or 69, when the road was laid out, 
although no record of its building exists. 


BoARDMAN’S BRIDGE on Ipswich street, at the crossing 
of the Turnpike. The first mention of this bridge is on 
October 8, 1717, when a road was laid out, “from the 
Road that is lay’d through Mr. Peabodys Land and Jesse 
Dormans Land to Ipswich to the Bridg to Jacob Pea- 
bodys Land, etc.” This bridge was repaired in 1733 and 
in 1813. Ata town meeting held May 15, 1826, it was 
“voted to build a stone bridge in the place of the wooden 
one near Messr* Peabody’s mills, called Boardman’s bridge, 
and Ephraim Perkins, David Hobbs, Junr., and John 
Potter were chosen a committee to build said bridge.” 


BRIDGE OVER GALLUP’s Broox orr HAVERHILL 
Street. A bridge was built, “over the brook back of 
Ivory Hovey’s,” on Jan. 18, 1709. “March 17, 1789,” 
The Town voted that the Surveyors of High-ways Shall 
build a Bridge across the Brook near the House that was 
occupied by Ivory Hovey and repair the Road from said 
Brook to the Country Road in Some Convenient place in 
order that Stephen Perley, and others may pass, and re- 
pass as they shall have occassion. Provided Mr. Thomas 
Emerson gives from under his hand in writing that said 
Perley, and all other persous may pass and repass from 
time to time as they shall have occasion.” 


Grear Ponp BripGe is near Hood’s pond on Pond 
street. his bridge may have been built in March, 1608 
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or 69 when Pond street was built. In a deed of land 
sold in 1654, and recorded March 14, 1662, appears the 
following description of the parcel. “6 acres meadow 
lying about the middle of Mr. Bakers pond where the 
highway bridge comes,” March 3, 1729/30 Jesse Dorman 
was allowed five shillings, “for Timber to Mend the 
bridge by ye Great Pond so called in 1729.” March 3, 
1746/7, «The Town allowed to Deacon Hovey Ten Shil- 
lings old Tenor for Timber to Mend the Bridge by the 
Great Pond in 1745.” 


ZACCHEUS PERKINS’ Bripar. This bridge is off Pros- 
pect street, toward the old “ Hubbard house,” so called. 
Ata town meeting held March 1, 1714/5 “The Town 
agreed that So long as Zacheus Perkins doth maintain a 
sufficient Cart Bridge over the Brook by his House, So 
long said Perkins Shall be freed from other Highway 
Work in the Town.” 


At a town meeting held November 17, 1727 “The 
town allowed to Samuel Smith two Shillings for Timber 
to mend the Bridge Near the Meeting-house,” no doubt 
over the brook immediately in the rear. Under date of 
Sept. 7, 1694, “Sargt Houlet propounded for a draine 
crose the way from his field to mr Capens meadow and 
ye said Howlet engaged to make a bridg ouer it, and kep 
in repaire at his owne cost and charg; the inhabhitence 
here preasent did mannifest thare free consént.” Numerous 
small bridges or culverts have been built from time to 
time of which no account is here taken. The dry bridge, 
on which the railroad crosses West street, was built in 
1854 and was replaced in 1888 by the present iron bridge. 
When the railroad was constructed, 2 “cow pass” was 
built under the roadbed near the oak grove between 
Washington street and West street, now owned by Henry 
B. Williams, but this was filled up a number of years ago. 
A bridge that existed in the 17th century, carries Maple 
street over the unnamed brook that flows southerly from 
the Village to the river. This bridge has been variously 
known as “ Foster's ” and « Poker” or “ Porker” bridge. 
According to tradition it is associated with Parson 
Capen’s encounter with the Devil during witcheraft times. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF WILLIAM N. 
CLEA VELAND. 


« Died February 10th [1872], at his home in Boxford, 
William Neale Cleaveland, aged seventy-four.” Such, 
the brief record of the daily obituary. Many who knew 
Mr. Cleaveland will feel that something more than this 
passing notice is due to his memory. He was not, indeed, 
in the usual sense of the phrase, a public man,—neither 
could his life be regarded as specially eventful. Those, 
however, who knew what he was, will hardly doubt that 
had he been less modest, or more ambitious, he could 
easily have played a part in legislation or in politics, nor 
can it be doubted that those energies of mind and will, 
which gave to him the leadership in a small community, 
would have made him conspicuously useful on a wider 
stage. 

He was the son of Dr. Nehemiah and Mrs. Experience 
Cleaveland, and was born in Topsfield, Essex County, 
Mass., on the 6th of April, 1798. I’rom parents of more 
than ordinary intelligence and worth, he inherited a vig- 
orous constitution, both bodily and mental. At the 
proper age, he had the proffer of a college education, 
which a needless distrust of his own capacities, and the 
feeling, perhaps, that duty pointed in a different direc- 
tion, led him to decline. Beside the town school, he at- 
tended, for a while, the Bradford and Atkinson Acade- 
mies. Probably his most efficient training, both moral 
and intellectual, was the kindly discipline and unconscious 
culture of the paternal household, with its unceasing and 
wholesome activities of thought, reading and conversa- 
tion. lor two or three winters he taught school, very 
acceptably. Then he took charge of his father’s little 
farm. He was strong and skillful, and performed with 
his own hands a vast amount of labor. Called to take an 
active part in town and parish affairs, he early evinced 
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58 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF WILLIAM N. CLEVELAND. 


great aptitude for business, combined with a praiseworthy 
independence of thought and action. 

In 1829, he was married to Miss Harriet Perley of Box- 
ford. No one, whose memory reaches back to that period, 
needs to be told that farmers, in those days, had a hard 
time, or will think it strange that this young husband 
sought for some employment which promised better re- 
turns. Very soon after his marriage, he removed to Kil- 
lingly, Conn. There, with a young partner of some expe- 
rience in the business, he reared a small mill for the 
spinning and weaving of cotton. This mill stood where, 
a few years later, the Danielsonville Manufacturing Com- 
pany erecied their large factory. After two years of 
hard work and of very successful operations, he sold out 
to his partner and returned to Essex County. 

Mr. Gorham Parsons had, just before, come into pos- 
session of the small, but once famous, water power, at the 
head of tide-water in the Parker River, Newbury, and in 
conjunction with the ingenious and celebrated Paul 
Moody of Lowell, had rebuilt dam and mill. The spot 
might well be dear to Mr. Moody, for there he was born, 
and there he had served his apprenticeship to the great 
Jacob Perkins, in the rude little shop which produced and 
sent forth the first nails ever made by mechanical power. 
Of Mr. Parson’s mill Mr. Cleaveland took a seven years’ 
lease, and with the late Mr. Solomon Wildes of Boston, 
as a silent partner, proceeded to stock it with machinery 
for the manufacture of cotton cloth. In this responsible 
position, involving the care and control of many individ- 
uals, and demanding a constant exercise of judgment and 
skill, he showed himself to be a very efficient superin- 
tendent. But though he succeeded, so far as production 
was concerned, he ‘vas unable to make the business profit- 
able. Under the disastrous influence of the “Compro- 
mise” (so called), American manufactures were then fast 
declining, and when that lease expired, that influence had 
culminated in universal stagnation and wide-spread ruin. 
As nothing to encourage its continuance was visible in 
prospect, the enterprise was given up. 

In 1842, Mr. Cleaveland returned to his early home, 
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which still remained in the family, and which continued to 
be his place of residence for the next thirteen years. 
Here he was variously occupied. There was still some 
land to be cared for. Heplanted orchards and some or- 
namental trees, and superintended those alterations and 
improvements, which soon made the old house and its 
surroundings an object of rare attraction. Awake to 
every call of kindness and of duty, he approved himself a 
good husband, father, neighbor, and citizen. After the 
construction of the Danvers and Georgetown Railroad, he 
was made a director of the company, holding for several 
years the office of treasurer, in which capacity he had a 
great deal to do with the management of the road. 

In 1856, he removed to East Boxford, and settled, for 
the rest of his life, on that large Perley farm which has 
come down in the family, unalienated, from the first set- 
tler of the town. Here, also, he found much to do in the 
way of improvement, and his good judgment and good 
taste were strikingly shown in the changes and additions 
which he made. Besides the care of his farm, on which 
he worked a good deal, he undertook the administration 
and scttlement of several estates—a kind of business 
which suited him, and in which his promptness and accu- 
racy, and great practical sagacity, were particularly ser- 
viceabie. 

But he had mind and heart for something beyond his 
farm and the daily details of business. The affairs and 
the welfare of the little parish which he had joined early 
enlisted his warm interest and active efforts. At Hast 
Boxford he found himself among a people who knew how 
to appreciate such an accession, and who gladly seconded 
his movements in every good cause. Their house 
of worship had gone to decay, and had long been unfit 
for use. All attempts to renovate, or even to repair 
it, had been foiled by the selfish obstinacy of two or three 
large pew-holders. Mr. Cleaveland took hold of the task, 
bringing to it courage, intelligence, and persistent energy, 
and the work was soon accomplished. 

The neat and well-inclosed burying-ground, in which 
his remains now rest, had long been suffering from indif- 
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- ference and neglect. There are many who remember how 
skilfully Mr. Cleaveland awakened a new interest among 
the proprietors of that graveyard, how he induced them 
to open their purses, and did not rest until he had placed 
about the ground that handsome and substantial wall, 
which is itself a monument to his memory. 

When, a few years later, the parish wished to express, 
by some special manifestation, their regard for a pastor 
' whose faithful services they had enjoyed for five and 
twenty years, Mr. Cleaveland’s efficient agency was again 
sought, and again resulted in a success that exceeded their 
highest expectations. 

His latest, and probably most important service of this 
description, was the part which he took in the erection of 
a@ parsonage house. When he entered on that work, 
which he believed to be absolutely essential to the contin- 
ued prosperity of the parish, many regarded it as a hope- 
less enterprise, even in his hands. But the difficulties 
which discouraged others, seemed to stimulate him. It 
was only by earnest and persevering effort that the pro- 
posed fund was raised. Even then the work could not 
have been carried forward without careful planning, the 
most frugal management, and constant oversight. All 
this and more, for days and months, he willingly gave, not 
only directing others, but laboring often with his own 
hands. Had he left no other memorial, that neat, pleas- 
ant, commodious parsonage would speak his praise. 

Always and eminently a lover of home, he was fortu- 
nate in his domestic relations. Two daughters died while 
the family lived in Topsfield. His other children, four in 
number, continued to live with or near him, and the wife 
of his youth survives him. . . 
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—Salem Gazette, Mar. 19, 1872. 
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TINTYPE PORTRAITS TAKEN ABOUT 1868. 


William Herbert Wildes Charles H. Leach Sarah S. Edwards 
Mrs. Rachel Clifford Thomas F, Gould Gilbert B. Balch 


Samuel Clifford 


Joseph H. Lovett William Henry Wildes 
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TINTYPE PORTRAITS OF TOPSFIELD PEOPLE 
TAKEN ABOUT 1868. 


WirntAM Herpere Witprs, son of Humphrey and 
Olive B. (Perkins) Wildes, was born in Topsfield, Oct. 
18, 1843 and married, Nov. 5, 1865, Eunice H. Richard- 
son of Middleton. Shoemaker by trade and now lives on 
Washington street. Enlisted on July 9, 1864, for 100 
days, in 8th Mass. Vol. Infy., Company D. 


CHARLES HEALY Lreacu, son of Thomas K. and Louisa 
(Morgan) Leach, was born in Topsfield, May 28, 1854 
and married, Jan. 15, 1884, Mary A. Wilkins of Wenham. 
Butcher by trade and now lives in Wenham to which 
town he removed in 1910. Jtept a market in Topsfield 
for many years and also drove a butcher’s cart.. Served 
as selectman, road surveyor, end held other minor offices. 
Was instrumental in grading the common in front of the 
Town Hall. Member of Congregational church choir and 
Secretary of Fountain Lodge, I. O. O. F. 


SARAH STICKNEY EpwArps, daughter of John and 
Mary Ann (Marsh) Edwards, was born in Haverhill, Aug. 
25, 1839, and died, unmarried, April, 1907, in Haverhill. 
As a young girl she came to YVopsfield and lived with her 
aunt, Mrs. Royal A. Merriam, returning to Haverhill in 
1887 after her aunt’s death. While living in Topsfield 
she was much interested in the Town Library and served 
as avolunteer worker. The Town Library received a be- 
quest of 500, at her death. 


Mrs. RacHeL CLirrorp, daughter of Azariah and 
Sarah (Towne) Averill, was born in Salem, April 16, 
1816, and married, Nov. 28, 1832, Samuel Clifford of 
Topsfield, where she lived until her death, Apr. 20, 1900. 
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THomas FRANKLIN GOULD, son of Francis and Almira 
(Doe - Dudley) Gould, was born in Boxford, Sept. 7, 1849, 
and died, unmarried, May 30,1909, in Haverhill. Shoe- 
maker by trade. Removed to Haverhill, about 1884 where 
for several years he served on the police force. 


GILBERT BROWNELL BaAtcu, son of Humphrey and 
Hannah P. (Bradstreet) Balch, was born in Topsfield, 
Feb. 9, 1856. He fitted at Phillips Academy, Andover, 
for Dartmouth College, graduating in the class of 1877. 
He studied law for one year at Boston University and 
then deciding upon the ministry he entered Andover 
Theologieal Seminary and was graduated in 1881, and 
became pastor of the Congregational Church at Kingston, 
N. H. He resigned this pastorate in 1884 because of ill 
health and the following year engaged in the book pub- 
lishing business in Toronto, Canada, removing to Boston 
in 1887 where he organized the firm of Balch Brothers Co., 
achieving considerable business success in the sale of the 
Century Dictionary and in publishing the Stoddard Lec- 
tures. He married, July 14, 1881, Sarah Elizabeth Per- 
kins of Topsfield, and died there July 24, 1910. 


SAMUEL CLIFFORD, son of Samuel and Lydia Clifford, 
was born in Salem, N.JJ.(?), Feb. 28, 1807, and married 
Nov. 28, 1832, Rachel Averill of Topsfield. He was a 
shoemaker by trade and died Feb. 17, 1872 in Topsfield. 


JosepH Henry Lovett, son of Joseph and Sarah A. 
(Morse) Lovett, was born in Topsfield, Aug. 29, 1843, 
and married in Lawrence, Jan. 27, 1870. Mary Elizabeth 
Nutter. He was a clerk in B. P. Adams’ store when he 
enlisted Aug. 15, 1862, for three years, in the 40th Mass. 
Vols. Infy., Company F. He was taken prisoner at Drury’s 
Bluff, where he lost his leg. He was confined in prison 
at Richmond Prison and two months later was exchanged. 
Was discharged for disability, with the rank of corporal, 
on June 10, 1865. Bookkeeper and also in the insurance 
business. Lives in Lawrence. 


WILLIAM Henry Wipes, son of Joseph Benjamin and 
Louisa E. (Foster) Wildes, born (baptized June 4, 1843) 
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TINTYPE PORTRAITS TAKEN ABOUT 1868. 


Mrs, Huldah L. Sweeney 
Benjamin Lane 


Edwin S. Clifford 


Andrew Gould 
Annie Wright 
Mrs. Mehitable._Lake 


Mrs, Mary Parkinson 
Henry H, Potter 


Carrie A. Higgins and 
Mrs, Susan J. Averill 
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in Andover, married Dec. 20, 1869, in Topsfield, Dera, T. 
Sweeney and died Feb. 2, 1872, in T opsfield. Shoemaker 
by trade. 


Mes. Hunpan L. Sweeney, daughter of Enos and 
Anna (Gould) Lake, was born in Newburyport, May 2, 
1807, and married Miles Sweeney. She died in Topsteld, 
April 15, 1883. | 


Anprew GovLp, son of Andrew and Pamelia (Kenney) 
Gould, was born in Middleton, Dec. 11, 1805, and died 
in Topsfield, Oct. 6, 1896. He married Feb. 24, 1829, 
Mary Prudence Lake. Lived in Boxford from 1831 
until 1847. A prominent citizen of Topsfield. Farmer, 
contractor, and at one time pariner of Wm. E, Kimball in 
the grocery business. Selectman, assessor, overseer of 
the poor, and held other minor offices. For years a jus- 
tice of the peace and settled many estates. 


Mrs. Mary (“Potty”) Parkrxson, daughter of Ezra 
and Betsy (Redden) Perkins, was born in Topsfield in 
1807, and married July 17, 1851, John Parkinson, an 
Englishman, who was by trade a tailor. They lived in 
what is now the Gould house at the corner of School 
avenue, where he plied his trade and also kept a small 
tavern or lodging house. “Aunt Polly,” died Apr. 14, 
1897, in the almshouse. 


BrengsAMIN LANE, son of David S. and Lydia Ann 
Lane, was born in Gloucester, Aug. 6, 1839, and married 
Dec. 5, 1862, at Gloucester, Lucy J. Kneeland. Shoe- 
maker, keeper of a billiard hall, and afterwards dealer in 
leather. Enlisted Aug. 23, 1864, for ten months, in 28th 
Unattached Company Heavy Artillery, afterwards the 4th 
Mass. Heavy Artillery, Company M. Lives in Topsfield. 


Lucy ANN (“ANNIE”) WRIGHT, daughter of Deacon 
John and Lucy Ann (Sanderson) Wright was born in 
Topsfield, Aug. 19, 1854, and now lives, unmarried, 10 
Cambridge, Mass. At one time teacher in the public 
schools of Topstield. 
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Henry Harvey Potter, son of John H. and Hannah 
W. (Whittaker) Potter, was born in Topsfield, Oct. 27, 
1847, and married in Topsfield, Mar. 13, 1872, Mary E. 
Andrews of Topsfield. Carpenter. Enlisted July 9, 
1864, for 100 days, in 8th Mass. Vol. Infy., Company D. 
Re-enlisted, Sept. 17, 1864, at Baltimore, Md., for one year, 
in 2d Mass. Heavy Artillery, Company G, serving on the 
quota of Springfield. Now lives in Danvers and is an 
official in the Boston Custom House. 


EpWIN SPOFFORD CLIFFORD, son of Samuel and Rachel 
(Averill) Clifford, was born in Topsfield, April 20, 1839, 
and married, in Topsfield, April 24, 1862, Amanda D. 
Pike of Topsfield. Shoemaker by trade but at one time 
in the coal business with Isaac M. Woodbury. Elected 
deacon of the Congregational Church, March 28, 1884. 
Lives in Topsfield. An ardent fisherman. 


Mrs. MEHITABLE Laks, daughter of Enos and Anna 
(Gould) Lake, born in Newburyport, Mar. 81, 1805, mar- 
ried, in Topsfield, Nov. 30, 1824, Joel Lake, and died in 
Topsfield, July 26, 1881. 


CARRIE A. Hiccins, daughter of Major and Caroline 
(Stackpole) Higgins, was born in Salem, in 1846, married 
in Topsfield, Nov. 30, 1871, Joel L. Sweeney. Now 
lives in Lynn. 


Mrs. Susan JOSEPHINE (LAKE) AVERILL, daughter 
of William G. and Mehitable (Balch) Lake, was born in 
Topsfield, June 13, 1838, and married, in Topsfield, Dec. 
8, 1864, Ephraim Perkins Averill. Now lives in Tops- 
field. 


Mea!) eae RS eS TS 


Ane esine Ale SEL He 


epee ree ne EE NE OC RARE Tt 0 te DA a AEB en 


ee ee 


+ 


~ 


































deonal | sin Ht adol te eos aarroT wava 
VS 2900 .bletaqeT at tod eaw otto 103 33: 
A yall ‘ETS Si sult blotaqoT st loshin Dita (Vt 
2 yisk beteilad  redmegie) . AleeqoT to ewer nA 
Gd set, o) ,.¥ial JoV¥ 2a #96 ai ayeb oor a0 oar 
aney sre 10) .bM sromidlell Ja 208i V1 iqee , bee [ 
edd a0 parviee 0’ asqaoD yiellinA yvast eel BE g 
: baa crovasd af eovil wort bleitgainga Yo sto op 
ecuoH snotes) nolezotl edd ai Isie ft io 


ladoes] bus looms@io aos GOTO a TOVWIA ‘ret? 
eger Of fr gol ui aired eaw .broiti i? (ilitsvA a] 
 sbuané S08 4 ling BiefeqoT ni Senta bas 

it osno jn jud ober vd todemaode bleh oT to 93 
hetosf .yiudboo W .M oseel ditw aesniend lao edd 
baer .2f dowlM dowd) [anenteperse 100) ed? io moogsb 
eorredeh ssakae GA, “bls RayoT ai gt 


ogA base soad to tatidguab anal siraaTinel pares 


tact oO8! [8 sal droqyindweMl hi aiod adet iio | } | 
ni besib base ,saal lool Set 08 vo. biotin jot mM 

AO6l SS yiul ea de 

=——— : : 

nifots) bre sofel to wh: foveal gxroorll .A , araaad e 

08 O28! at uneiee ni ood esw eaipyil (eloqidloate) 

wok .yenoowe al lool ,{T8E 86 .vor bisiteqoT ai a 

eget ni aovil 


iddgveh sutsavA (smal) auinmqaeol vaau@ ea 

ai a riod enw Stal (Hola) aldatisiolt A 0 mailliW ae 
2 bl lshteqoT ni ,botrisn bas 88¢L .£f savt bisiteqoT 
2x0 Tai eovil wot Minow enlatrod miaidga, — 


f 


NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


COPIED FROM SALEM NEWSPAPERS 
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(Continued from Vol. XV (1910), page 156.) 





TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The Summer Terms in this Seminary will commence on 
MonpaAy, the first day of June next, to continue twelve weeks. 
The school is open for males and females. Instruction will 
be given, as may be desired, in the various studies connected 
with a common mercantile or classical education, and appropri- 
ate instruction to those who wish to become qualified as teachers. 
Board in families in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
schocl can be obtained at prices varying from $2.50 to $1.50. 
Tuition, $5 and $6 the term. 
ALFRED W. Pixs, Principal. 
Salem Gazette, May 29, 1835. 


For THE Satem Gazerre. 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. Epiror,—I am sincerely rejoiced to see some of the 
good people of Salem, after so long a season of lethargic sleep, 
awaking to their true interest, and giving their attention to such 
public improvements as are intimately associated with the future 
prosperity of your beautiful town. I must confess myself in no 
slight degree astonished that even a solitary individual should 
be found sceptical as to the necessity or expediency of prose- 
cuting the projected improvements. I am aware that in times 
gone by, diminutive minds have stigmatized and ridiculed some 
of the noblest benefactors of their race, as wild and scheming 
Visionaries, but the fruits of a Fulton’s skill and of a Clinton’s 
discernment and perseverance, show with how little foundation. 
If there are any now who honestly doubt the utility and advan- 


(65) 


ee 


rari Dit gay 


Og a RO 




























WO. eonna ‘Somoxo va. 


Fmtenpansin oa ar atm en = 


(004 oqan (OLS) ne AN ano" mn, Lyaansed re iy: 


is: ME ADA Gaara St 


fd | HOMSMNIOD iw ymetimeS. Bh im. emt oT 190 ry 
pHoow aviow? eganiinos of a ent ott to- YR iy tev ot onan 


(iw coitouneal \releniot bee eahen ma aeyo ef foodoa. ond: 
hetssanoo 2 sits gnome odd) of borleoh ad Fase Oh avTY’ 
prt qs bas ,coitsoubs Issieasio w eliingowm nomioo & 
exaiintas’ Be hail av p savo9d of date ede .o rasdt od svitoo batt 

e1 edt. 20 boodisod, dgion -statboosst edd «ni soilhawh sb, sso 
O8.TE 03 02.2 Mork gaiyrey eaoiug Ja. boninido od. mao f 
NG arret odd 08 bas OS sinha 

laqioniad art .W goon tA . 


eer By ca ay KO’ E, “oss at's) re La? ae ain 1S a 
TTaSaAD erate at s0'f eg Sip mle 
BT uEMTVORIME OLIAUT (9 9) ey 
add to emoalooe, of  hedioges ylexaqsie. m2" Teor, 
f 


qesle oizsadiol ‘vg nognea £ BA ral of vilie sls to edge 
doueod woisagie tiedt guivig bag desraiai ont? riod of ya 
git) ot diiw botaiooes yiodamital one ep ej aemavesqan | 
on ni Ueeym eactaos tenn i ftw Intiiused 190% to yr 1 
hinods Leubivibut yistiloe « mee dads badetuoten setyob tf 
song to yout pont 10 Be Hosni ould oF es: Laoitqeoa hawo’ 
eoutit ot tact 1806 ios + phage ved ti hodvet ong ‘at 
omoe bafsothit has bosiangite oved shai ovituaim 
guiness bas hlhw en gomt te it Ww es papi! 
a‘notaio & to baa tole a ste pte 
sitet? olaail worl nant 





66 NEWSPAPER JTEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


tage to Salem of the works to which allusion has been made, I 
would respectfully request them to look at New York and other 
places which have experienced the rcnovating power of improve- 
ment. Let them compare their present condition with the past. 
On the borders of every cana] and railroad, the busy hum of 
industry is heard, numerous villages have sprung into existence, 
as by the magic of enchantment, while those villages and towns 
previously in being, by enjoying the good fortune to be imme- 
diately on the routes, have doubled and in some instances 
trebled their population and business. Cause and effect, all 
things equal, must be proportionately the same everywhere. I 
cannot, therefore, allow myself to believe that the project of a 
railroad from Salem to Boston will be abandoned. I trust that 
all interested in this matter,—like the spirited individuals who 
have recently purchased the Crowninshield wharf,—will do 
something more than talk. 

Availing myself of the privilege of your columns, I would 
invite public attention to the subject of extending the talked of 
improvement. I wish to see Sa/ei and Haverhill connected by a 
canal. I presume no individual expects that merely a railroad 
from Salem to Boston, however great the advantage resulting 
from it, is the only improvement necessary to be made to pre- 
serve that town, and with it the old County of Essex—for the 
interests of both are blended—from going further in the retro- 
trade march. I presume likewise, that it is not generally 
known, or even thought of, that a canal might be more easily 
and cheaply constructed from Salem to Haverhill than on almost 
any other route, of the same distance, in the country. But such 
I believe to be the fact. From the bead of tide water in Bass 
River in Beverly, to Wenham Pond, is bué a fraction more than 
amile. From the north end of this pond it is but a few rods to 
another smaller pond. | 

From thence it is about one fourth of a mile to the Great 
Swamp in Wenham, through which runs the Ipswich river 
from Topsfield. Thus it will be perceived that the excavations 
from Salem to Topsfield would be but about three and an half 
or four miles in length (one third of which is low land), and not 
one deep excavation to be made in the whole distance. From 
the pleasant and thrifty village of Topsfield, I would proceed 
thro’ a part of Boxford to that interesting and_ business-like 
place, New-Rowley, and from thence to the nearest and most 
practicable place on the Merrimack, in Bradford. I believe that 
the whole route fiom ‘Topsfield to the Merrimack is perfectly 
feasible, and may be accomplished without any deep excava- 
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tions. Thus by a railroad and canal from Boston to Haverhill, 
- the distance would not be more than four or five miles further, 
- through Salem, then by the stage route from Boston to Haverhill 
' direct. 
-_ But here a question of benefit arises. Who will be benefitted 
_ by the accomplishment of this project? Ianswer: The city 
- of Boston, the towns of Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Wenham, Tops- 
field, Boxford, New-Rowley, Bradford, and Haverhill, together 
with every town in the immediate vicinity of those througy 
which it passes. In fact, the whole county of Essex will be 
highly benefitted. for the suggested route passes through its 
very centre. Make this improvement, and I will venture to 
predict that in a few years this medium of intercommunication 
will be extended to the Winnepisseogee Lake, in New Hamp- 
shire, thus concentrating the trade from New Hampshire and 
the north part of Vermont, and securing a sure, convenient, and 
ready conveyance for all the productions of the earth from this 
large tract of farming country, as well as for an abundance of 
ship and other timber, which 1s at this time worth but a mere 
trifle. It would likewise prevent many of our most enterprising 
young men from emigrating to the far west to find a better field 
for their enterprise. 

Once more, and I have done for the present. If the citizens 
of Salem and Beverly would unite to make the Beverly Bridge a 
free thoroughfare, it would greatly tend to build up the two 
places. This, with the improvements that are now making on 
the road from Beverly to Topsfield, which, by the by, will be 
the nearest route, by about a mile, from Salem to Haverhill, and 
something more than a mile from Salem to Newburyport, will in 
a great measure secure to Salem the travel, and consequently a 
good share of the business, from Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. 

Aw Essex County FARMER. 
Salem Gazette, June 19, 1835. 


Hon. N. Cleaveland of Topsfield was elected President of the 
Essex County Temperance Society at a meeting held in South 
Danvers. 

Salem Gazette, July 28, 1835. 


Topsfield, July 28, 1835. 
Public Notice is hereby given, that I have this day impounded 
in the Town Pound of Topsfield whereof Joseph Wildes is 
Pound keeper, one Hoxse, red or bay color, dark mane and tail 
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—not any shoes on his fect, supposed to be about seven years 

old, which horse I found going at large in the public bighway in 

said town, and for that cause impounded the same. The owner 

to me is unknown. 

Cyrus Kwerrtann, Field driver. 
Salem Gazette, August 18, 1835. 


SALUTARIUM. 


Dr. Merriam will open his house in Topsfield for the reception 
of Invalids and those affected with chronic complaints in Medi- 
cine or Surgery. Various kinds of baths will be provided and 
carriages for short excursions in the surrounding country. 

Disorders of the chest, bowels and skin, and particularly of 
children, will probably be more benefitted by a few weeks resi- 
dence in the country than in any other situation. 

Kind attentions may be relied on for moderate compensations. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 15, 1835. 


To the Honorable Court of County Commissioners for the 
County of Essex: 

The subscribers respectfully represent that the road leading from 
the meeting-house in Topsfield in said County to the Court House 
in Ipswich, is narrow, circuitous, so much incumbered with snow 
in winter as to be kept open with extreme difficulty, and that 
public convenience and necessity requires that the same should 
be widened and straightened. 

They therefore request your honors to widen, straighten, and 
in several places to new locate; or make such alterations in the 
same highway as your honors may deem expedient. 

Ki. A. Merriam and 41 others. 

Topsfield, Oct. 12th, 1835. 

The Couuty Commissioners advertised a hearing on this peti- 
tion at the Topsfield Hotel on Dec. 12th. 

Salem Gazette, November 6, 1835. 


Supreme Courr. We have copied in another column a brief 
report of a trial, which attracted some attention in this town, 
last week, viz, the cause of a libel, brought by Mr. Aurrep W. 
Pix, of ‘Topsfield, against Messrs. Beats and Greens, publish- 
ers of the boston Morning Post. Readers will please to bear 
m mind, that this report is the statement of the defendants in 
the case, and will of course make just as large deductions from 
its Impartiality as they may think this cireumstance requires. 

Salem Gazette, Dec. 1, 1835. 
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CASE OF ALFRED W. PIKE, 


against Cuartes Gorpon GREENE and Wiiu1AM Bzats, for al- 


leged Libels on said Pike, published in the “Boston Morning 
Post,” on the 2d and 14th of May last.—Damages laid at ten 
thousand dollars. The trial came on before the Supreme Judicial 
Court, holden at Salem, (His Honor Judge Putman on the 
Bench,) on Monday the 23d inst., and lasted til Saturday the 
28th. Counsel for the Plaintiff, Rufus Choate and Asahel 
Huntington, Esqrs., for the Defendants, Leverett Saltonstall and 
George Wheatland, Esqrs. 

Tt was stated in the Post on Monday last, in an editorial par- 
agraph, announcing the commencement of this trial, that the 
Reporter would be present, for the purpose of reporting it for 
the Post. Facts, however, were developed in the progress of the 
trial, and incontrovertibly proved, and not even contested, of so 
extraordinary a character—unparalleled in the history of judic- 
ial proceedings—and so utterly improper to be published in a 
newspaper, that the original intention of giving in the columns 
of the Post a detailed report has been abandoned, but as con- 
siderable curiosity has been expressed by those who have become 
partially acquainted with the facts referred to, to learn the full 
particulars, a report in pamphlet form will be prepared and pub- 
lished with all possible expedition, but notwithstanding the ex- 
clusion of those facts which had a controlling weight with the 
jury, stil] there are others in the case sutflicient to indicate the 
nature of the Libel, and the justification relied on by the De- 
fendants. 

Pike, the plaintiff, has been a teacher in classical schools, in 
Boston and various other places, for the past twenty years, and 
now is, and has been for the last year, the preceptor of the 
Topsfield Academy in this state. The Defendants are the pub- 
lishers of the Boston Morning Post, in which appeared on the 
2d of May last, a communication charging My. Pike with “ bru- 
tal cruelty ” towards Sarah B. Jay, a little girl whom he took 
to bring up, as one of his own children. The communication 
stated that Mr. Pike took her to Topstield, where the child suf 
fered the utmost cruelty, that “her food had been chiefly Indian 
meal and water, that she had been compelled to sleep on straw 
in an upper room, with scarcely covering enough to keep life in 
her, and during the last rigorous winter exposed so as to freeze 
her feet and hands badly, that he sent her to the Alms-ILouse, 
from which, at her mother’s request, he sent her back to Boston 
half naked and reduced to the lowest state of wretchedness.” 
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In reply to this communication, a certificate dated “ Topsfield 
May 6,” and signed by seven highly respectable gentlemen of 
that town, was published in the Essex Register. This certificate 
stated that the signers had investigated the subject, and were 
satisfied that there was no just cause of complaint against Mr. 
and Mrs. Pike in respect to the girl. Her sickly appearance and 
diseased feet were declared “to be the consequence of her own 
personal conduct,” etc. Mr. Greene copied this certificate into 
the Post on the 14th of May, and appended to it some severe 
and argumentative comments, which were alleged by the plain- 
tiff to be more libellous than the original communication. 

Among a countless host of other facts, it was proved by un- 
impeached and unimpeachable testimony, that in September, 
1834, Mrs. Pike applied to Mrs. Howard, the child’s mother, for 
her, she being then seven years old, that Mrs. Pike engaged to 
treat her as her own child, and educate her so as to qualify her 
to keep at school, ete., that, if the child became sick, or either 
party became dissatisfied, she was to be sent home, that she was 
of an amiable disposition, of considerable aptitude, and cleanly 
in her habits and about her work, that she required firm, but 
gentle treatment, and that it would not answer for more than one 
person to undertake to control her, and it was expressly stipula- 
ted “that Mrs. Pike would not allow any one but herself to 
govern her.” 

In November, Mr. Pike removed with his family to Topsfield., 
in December, while there was snow on the ground, the girl was 
seen, as often as six times a day, fetching water from the pump, 
without any bonnet, in a short-sleeved gown, and with her toes 
protruding through her shoes. Sometime in the course of the 
winter, the date not being fixed by any witness, numerous sores 
broke out in various parts of the child’s body, and Mrs. Pike 
at different times, administered salts to her, and afterwards, and 
very properly gave her gruel. ~ 

Early in February, through disease, or some otherwise inex- 
plicable cause, she fell into habits of extreme personal unclean- 
liness, her feet being at the same time afficted with chilblains. 
She was then put to sleep on a straw bed on the floor, as stated, 
for the remainder of the time she hved with Mr. Pike. After a 
short period her bed was never moved, nor was there ever any fire 
in the room. The witnesses for the plaintiff testified that, on 
account of her offensive appearance, she was kept in this cham- 
ber all the time, excepting school hours, when she was allowed to 
come down into the kitchen or run in the cellar for exercise. It 
was also testified by them, that «after the child’s feet becaine 
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sore it was the standing rule of the family, that she was not to 
fetch water. No physician was ever called to her, as she was 
not regarded as a sick child, because she had a great appetite. 
She was therefore treated as obstinate and sullen, and besides 
the rod, singular and unheard of methods were resorted to, to 
subdue her supposed disposition, and insupportable habits. She 
was compelled to take nauseaus and unnatural substances, one of 
which, and infinitely the tuast revolting, was ASSAFOETIDA. 
During this time, she became very thin and pale, and, in the 
language of the plaintiffs’ witness, “looked as sick as little Jo- 
seph when they had the doctor to him.” Finally, in April, Mr. 
Pike took the girl to the Topsfield almshouse, stating what her 
habits were, and that his wife could not live in the house with 
her, and adding that the child must be taken intothe almshouse, 
for he “ was afraid she would die on his hands.” The overseers 
of the poor at Topsfield objected to keeping the child in the 
almshouse, because she did not belong there, and after a contro- 
versy with Mr, Pike on the subject, he sent a letter by one of 
them to the child’s mother, informing her where her daughter 
was and she at once insisted upon having her brought home. 
On the Monday following she was brought home, in such a 
diseased and helpless state as to create a great excitement in 
and about Myrtle Street, where Mrs. Howard, the mother, re- 
sided. Physicians were called in, and neighbors thronged the 
premises. The child’s feet were gashed and ulcerated, and part 
of alittle toe lost, from the effects of frost or chilblains, or both. 
She was described by the witnesses to be ‘destitute of flesh,” 
and the hip to have cut through the skin. The testimony of 


‘the physicians—Flint, Jackson, Strong and Shattuck—was full 


and clear that she was very much diseased internally. Dr. Shat- 
tuck was summoned on the part of Mr. Pike, but was more de- 
cisive in his testimony then his medical brethren, as to the 
state of the little girl’s health. He considered the external sores 
or wounds, and the toe, “as but a drop in the bucket, compared 
with the deep toned disease of her abdominal viscera,” ete. Her 
complaint was of a chronic character, deeply seated—in other 
words, of long standing. Upon coming to the knowledge of 
these facts, a benevolent gentleman wrote the original commu- 
nication which appeared in the Post, having first satisfied Mr. 
Greene of its truth, . 

About 10 witnesses were summoned, and the trial was con- 
ducted with as much skill and professional pertinacity as if it 
had been for the life or death of the plaintiff. The efforts of 
the respective counsel were arduous in the extreme, and indefa- 
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tigable—the cross-examination being conducted with ereat 
severity, and almost interminable minuteness. The closing 
- arguments were upon the facts mainly, and avoided personality 
on both sides. The charge by Junge Purman, on Saturday, 
was liberal towards the press, and the defendants, vindicating 
them from all express malice, but near the conclusion suggested 
that they had failed to prove that the child had been fed chiefly 
on Indian meal, but on the contrary had had the same food gen- 
erally as the rest of the family. He asked the jury to look at the 
condition of the child when Mr. Pike took her from, and what 
it was when he sent her home to, her mother. He hoped the 
jury would, in considering the case, allow their minds to sink 
down to the naked facts, and not look at them in the aspect 
they assumed when mixed up with the eloquence or ingenuity 
of the counsel on either side. Thus instructed, the jury retired, 
and in an hour sent word to the Judge that they had agreed 
upon a verdict. At half past two they came into court, with a 
verdict for the plaintiff, giving him ONE DOLLAR damages. 

This verdict throws the costs of the court upon the plaintiff, 
with the exceptions of twenty jive cents. 

N. B. The little girl was not examined as a witness by either 
party, and all the substantial matters of the defence were proved 
by witnesses not related to her. On the other hand, it was 
testified to by three members of Mr. Pike’s family—his daugh- 
ter, wife’s mother and a young domestic—that she was well fed 
comfortably clad, and had a good supply of bed clothes. 

Salem Gazette, December 1, 1835. 


Essex County TrEAcuerr’s Assocrarion. 


The Sixth Annual Meeting of this Association will be held at 
Topsfield on Friday and Saturday the 4th and 5th of December 
inst. Lectures will be delivered by Roger 8. Howard of Nevw- 
buryport., Rev. Dr. Emerson, and Rev. Mr. Jolin W ayland of 
Salem., Mr. Samuel It. Hall of Andover., Rev. Leonard With- 
ington of Newbury., and Mr. Christopher Dunken of Cambridge. 
All the Lectures, by a vote of the Association, are to be fol- 
lowed by discussions. 


Salem Gazette, Dec. 3, 1835. 


To rue Honorasne Court or County ComMMISSIONERS, FOR 
THE County or Essex. 


Lhe Subscribers respectfully represent, that the road leading 
from the Meeting house in Topsfield, in said County, to the 
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Court House in Ipswich, is narrow, circuitous, so much incum- 
bered with snow in the winter, as to be kept open with extreme 
difficulty, and that public convenience and necessity require 
that tne same should be widened and straightened, and in sever- 
al places to new locate, or make such alterations in the same 
Highway, as your Honors may deem expedient. 

kh. A. Merriam, and 39 others. 


The County Commissioners advertised a hearing on the peti- 
tion at the Topsfield Hotel on March 8th. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 29, 1836. 


Diep, in Topsfield, Jacob Towne, Esq. aged 67 years, and 8 
months. The family of the deceased not called upon alone to 
part with one whose loss is unspeakably great—and when we 
say that the town in which he lived has lost one of its most use- 
ful citizens, in the death of Mr. Towne, we speak the feelings of 
all who knew him. Jn early life he received a common educa- 
tion, such as was afforded the youth 60 years ago, but having a 
mind fraught with ambition for intellectual improvement, he 
has ever applied himself with that assiduity and success which 
characterises a scholar, and prepared himself for usefulness. 
His counsel has ever been sought in all most important town 
affairs, and obtained with decision and accuracy. Many im- 
portant town offices were invested in him, the various duties of 
which he performed with correctness and fidelity. A seat in 
our present legislature has become vacated by his death—and 
when we say that no man has been more untiring during 50 
years for the promotion and happiness for people among whom 
he lived, we delineate the character of Jacob Lowne, Esq. 

Comm. 


Salem Gazette, April 7, 1836. 


A man was examined, in Topsfield, on Saturday, for an al- 
ledged attempt to commit an aggravated offence. The examina- 
tion was postponed, to await further evidence. 

Salem Gazette, May 8, 1836. 


Essex County Tracnrr’s ASSOCIATION. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Essex County Teacher’s 
Association will be held at Topsfield, on Fripay and Sarurpay, 
the 20th and 21st May inst. Lectures, to be followed by Dis- 
cussions will be delivered as follows: viz: 
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On Friday at 10 o’clock, a lecture by Rev. Samuen Nort, Jr. 
of Wareham. Subject—“* What is a good school?” 

At half past 11 o’clock, a Lecture by ALrreD GREENLEAF, of 
Salem, on “ Discipline.” 

At 2 o’clock, P. M. a Lecture by Frepreric A. Barton, of An- 
dover, on “ Co-operation between Parents and Teachers.” 

At half past 3 o'clock, a Lecture by Rev. Mr. Durant of 
_ Newbury, on “ The importance and best method of communica- 
ting Moral Instruction.” 

On Saturday, at half-past nine o’clock A. M. a Lecture by Ros- 
ERT Rantout, Esq. of Gloucester, on “Political Science as a 
branch of Popular Education.” 

At 11 o’clock, a Lecture by Rev. Dr. Emerson, of Salem, on 
“The use of the Bible in Schools.” 

School Committees and friends of education are invited to 
attend. 

DAVID CHOATE, Cor. See. 
Salem Gazette, May 13, 1836. 


The County Commissioners have granted innholder’s licenses 
to John Rea and Susannah Cummings of Topsfield, the latter 
being authorized to sell fermented hquors only. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 2, 1836. 


Dr. Jeremiah Stone, of Topsfield, has been appointed, by Brig. 
Gen. Low, Brigade Major and Inspector of the 2d Brigade, 2d 
Division, in place of Samuel W. Stickney, Hsq. pr omoted. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 2, 1836. 


NOTICE. A meeting of the Board of managers of the Essex 
County Anti-Slavery Society will be held at the Hotel in Tops- 
field on the second Wednesday of Angust, at 2 o’clock P. M. for 
special business. Per order of the Board. 

J. G. Wuirrirr, Sec’ty. 
Salem Gazette, Aug. 9, 1836. 


A new Light Infantry Company bas been formed in Topsfield, 
and will make its appearance this fall with full ranks, and in an 
elegant uniform which they are having made in this city. The 
company is commanded by Capt. Conant. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 16, 1836. 


The troops of the 2d Brigade 2d Division, will parade: for in- 


spection and review, at Zops/field, on Tuesday, the fourth of 
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October. They consist of a Regiment of Light Infantry, under 
Colonel Chauncey Hastings, a Battalion of Cavalry under Major 
Dodge, and a Battalion of Artillery under Major Bradbury. 
They will be inspected by Major Jere’h Stone of Topsfield, and 
reviewed by Brigadier General Low. ‘The whole number of 
companies included in this parade will be thirteen,—two of Cav- . 
alry, two of Artillery, and nine of Light Infantry. An uncom. 
monly fine military display may be expected from so large an 
assemblage of the elite troops of the northern section of this 


country. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 24, 1836. 


FIRE IN TOPSFIELD. 


On Monday morning a fire broke out in the premises of Mr. 
John Rea Jr. in Topsfield, by which the Tavern House, together 
with a large barn, and a store belonging to that gentleman, were 
destroyed. 

We are informed by persons who were at the spot, that the 
fire originated in the barn, the contents of which—a large 
quantity of hay, grain, etc., two horses, several hogs, two chaises 
and two or three wagons, were destroyed. 

Considerable of the house furniture was consumed, and also 
many other articles in the house, including a gold watch. Mr. 
Perley’s store on the opposite side of the street, was preserved 
with great difliculty. 1t is supposed that the fire was the work 
of an incendiary as it was first discovered in a part of the barn 
not occupied as a tavern stable, and into which no one had been 
known to carry a light. ; 

Mr. Rea was aroused at about one o’clock and the alarm 
reached Salem a little before two. Two engines from Danvers 
and one from New Rowley were present. 

Engines also started from Salem—that from Boston Street 
had made considerable progress on the road when it was stopped 
by a message from the Chief Engineer of our Fire Department, 
who was at the fire. 

5 After the fire was in type, we received from a correspon- 
dent an account of the fire, in which he says—‘“ Mr. Rea saved 
literally nothing from the devouring element. He had barely 
time to save the lives of himself and family. The whole loss is 
estimated at five thousand dollars. There was an insurance by 
the Merrimack Mutual Fire Ins. Co. (Andover) of two thousand 
dollars on the buildings which however was held for the benefit 
of an individual having a mortgage of the premises. 
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The Loss to Mr. Rea is total, and we hope a liberal public will 
remember him in this hour of calamity and need. 

His whole substance is consumed in a night, and all his pros- 
pects for the support of himself and his family blasted, as it 
were, In an instant. - 

He has the sympathies of his townsmen, and we hope they, 
and otners, of their abundance will give him substantial proofs 
by their deeds, as well as by their words. 

This is the first considerable fire which has ever taken place 
in the town, from its settlement, and we regret to add, that it 
was, beyond question, the work of an incendiary. 

Topsfield, Oct. 17, 1836. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 18, 1836. 


No doubt is entertained in Topsfield, that the late fire in that 
town was caused by an incendiary, It will be seen that the 
Selectman have offered a reward for the detention of the villain 
who could commit so great a crime. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 


f= The subscriber presents his thanks to his townsmen for 
their prompt, though unsuccessful attempts to save his property 
from distruction by fire, on the morning of the 17th inst. 
Topsfield, Oct. 19, 1836. 
JoHN Ra. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 


i" The subscribers tender their thanks to their fellow towns- 
men for their unwearied efforts in saving their property, when 
in the most eminent danger of being destroyed by the burning 
of Capt. John Rea’s establishment. 

They also tender their thanks to the Firemen of Danvers and 
Rowley, for their prompt attendance when notified of the 
danger of our village, and the good feeling manifested on the 
occasion. 

Frederick Perley 

Samuel Gould 

John Wright 

Benj. Kimball. 
Topsfield, Oct. 19, 1836. 


Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 
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CARD. The Selectman of Topsfield, tender their thanks to 
the several Engine Companies, and other citizens, for their 
prompt and ready assistance at the Fire at Topfield Village on 
the 17th instant. 


Willliam Hubbard, ) Selectmen 
Samuel Bradstreet, of 
David Towne. Topsfield. 
Oct. 20, 1836. 


Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 


k= The members of the Danvers Encine Company No.3 re- 
turn their strong gratitude to Frederick Perley and those citizens 
of Topsfield who so liberally provided them with refreshments 
whilst there, and conveyance home from the late fire in that 
town. 

Ezekiel Osborn, Clerk. 
Danvers, Oct. 21, 1836. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 


Two Hundred Dollars Reward. WHEREAS, there is reason 
to believe that the Fire in Topstield Village on Monday morn- 
ing, 16th inst. which consuined the Dwelling House and other 
buildings of Capt. John Rea, was the work of an incendiary, the 
above reward will be paid to any person who shall furnish in- 
formation which will lead to the detection and conviction of the 
perpetrator. 

WILLIAM HUBBARD, 
SAML BRADSTREET, \ Selectman. 
DAVID TOWNE. 
Topsfield, Oct. 20, 1836. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 21, 1836. 


We learn that the Light Infantry Company, lately formed in 
Topsfield, called the Topsfield Warren Blues, will celebrate 
their first Anniversary by a public parade on ‘Thursday next, 
accompanied by the Boston Brass Band, when anew and elegant 
standard (painted by Mr. Luke R. Prince, jr. of Beverly), will 
be presented to the Company by the Ladies of Topsfield. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 25, 1836. 


CARD. The Boxford Washington Guards, tender their 
grateful acknowledgements to the Topsfield Warren Blues, for 
the kindness, hospitality, and good feelings toward them on the 
27th inst. 

A. W. Perley, Clerk. 
Boxford, Oct. 31 
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CARD. The Boxford Washington Guards, tender their sin- 
cere thanks to Asa Pingree, and Wm. Munday, Esq’s, for the 
politeness and liberality towards the corps on the 27th inst. 

A, W. Perley, Clerk. 


Boxford, Oct: 31. 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 8, 1836. 


ESSEX CO. TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION. The 7th Annual 
Meeting of the Lsssx County Teacher's Association will be held 
at Topsfield, on Friday and Saturday, the 2d and 3d December 
next. 

The following Lectures may be expected viz.— 


ON FRIDAY, 


At 10 o’clock, A. M., a Lecture on Originalty in the Teacher, 
by Mr. David Choate, of Essex. 

At 11 o’clock, a Lecture on the comparative merits of Private 
and Common Schools, by Rev. Theodore Edson, of Lowell. At 
2 o'clock, P. M., a Lecture on the subject of Grammer, by Dr. 
Daniel Perley, of Lynn. At 3 o’clock,a Lecture on the same 
subject, by Mr. Samuel R. Hall of Andover. 


ON SATURDAY. 


At half past 9, A. M. a Lecture on Teaching Orthography, by 


Mr. Frederick A. Adams, of Andover. At half past 11, a Lec- 
ture by Rev. G. B. Perry, of Bradfrod, subject, What favorable 
influence can the Christian Ministry exert upon Common 
Schools.” | 

By a vote of the Association all Lectures will be followed by 
discussions. 

The session will commence at 9 o’clock, A. M. on Friday, and 
close at noon on Saturday. 

Teachers of both sexes, members of school committees, and 
friends of education generally, are respectfully invited to be 
present, and contribute to the interest of the occasion. 

Per order, 
JOHN BATCHELDENR, 
Ree. Sec’y. 


Lynn, Nov. 14, 1836. 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 25, 1836. 
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CAPITAL CASE. 


A Magistrates’ Court was held last week at Topsfield before — 


John W. Proctor, Eisq., for the examination of Miss Eliza Por- 
ter Bradstreet, a. maiden lady of a respectable family, on a 
complaint made against her, charging her with the crime of 
Arson, in setting fire to the dwelling house and buildings of 
Capt. John Rea, in Topsfield, a few weeks since. 
The examination is not finished. | 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 13, 1836. 


By consent of parties and for reasons that were thought suffi- 
cient, the time for the hearing in relation to the charge of setting 
fire to the buildings of Capt. Rea in Topsfield on the 17th of 
Oct. last (mentioned in Tuesday Gazette) is postponed to Mon- 
day, Feby 20. 

Salen Gazette, Dec. 16, 1836. 


ANOTHER FIRE IN TOPSFIELD. 


Last Monday at 3 P. M. a fire broke out in the barn of Mr. 
Josiah Gould of Topsfield, which was consumed with all his 
winter stock of hay and grain, together with a wood shed, ete. 
etc. 

Loss estimated at about $1000. 

By great exertions the adjoining dwelling house owned by 
Capt Kilham was saved. 

There is we learn no way of accounting for this fire. Mr. 
Gould is a worthy, hard laboring man, and his loss is ‘very 
severe. 

Salen Gazette, Dec. 16, 1836. 


CARDS. The subscriber tenders his thanks to his fellow 
townsmen and others, for their unwearied exertions at the fire 
on the 12th inst. by which his dwelling house was saved when 
in imminent danger. 

JOSIAH GOULD. 

Topsfield, Dec. 15. 


The subscriber tenders his thanks to his fellow townsmen and 
others, for their unwearied exertions in saving his property, 
when in imminent danger of being destroyed, by the burning of 
Mr. Josiah Gould’s barn on the 12th inst. 

ISAAC KILHAM. 

Topsfield, Dee. 15. 


Salem Gazette, Dec. 28, 1836. 
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Noticr. The Association of Salem and Vicinity will meet 
at the house of Rev. Mr. Mclwen in Topsfield, on Tuesday, Jan. 
3, 1837, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

S. M. Worcsster, Scribe. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 8, 1887. 


FOR THE SALEM GAZETTE. 


Mr. Editor—Will you please to insert in your 

paper the following interesting facts of a cow raised 

and owned by Mr. Samuel Bradstreet of this town, 

which he killed this winter at the age of 21 years. 

This cow has brought him 18 calves, which have been 

worth when five weeks old $5 each, $6 90 00 
She has furnished him at a moderate calculation 

6 quarts of milk per day for 9 months in each of the 

last 18 years, which has been worth 5 cents per 

quart, making the sum of 1474 20 
Now Mr. Bradstreet goes into this nice calculation, 

and says, when I killed “ Old Star,” this winter, she 

was worth at least, for she was very fat, $25. 25 00 





$1589 20 
Then he sets to ** Old Star’s ”’? Dr. as follows: 
Hada I killed her when a calf she would 
have been worth $ 5 00 
Cost for keeping til! she was 8 years old, 15 00 
Cost for keeping the last 18 years at 
$20 per year. 360 00 
380 00 





ee 


Balance in favor of “ Old Star,” $1209 20 


Now, Mr. Editor, perhaps some may doubt the credibility of 
the above statement, but I have not the least doubt but that 
Mr. Bradstreet has been perfectly honest in the account which 
he has kept between himself and “Old Star.” If he has devi- 
ated in any particular, it is in the charges he has made for her 
keeping, as all who know the worth of keeping a cow will agree 
with me in saying that 520 is more than an average worth the 
last eighteen years. I am fully persuaded that in this county 
not an equal is to be found for Mr. Bradstreet’s “ Old Star.” 

Topsfield, Jan. 28, 1837. 





Salem Gazette, Jan. 31, 1837. 
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Topsfield, Jan. 30, 1837. 
Mr. Epiror—On the 24th inst. there was killed in Boxford, 
by Mr. Spofford, a large Wildcat, which had taken possession of 
the barn, and was indulging in the pleasures of life by feasting 
on two fat hens. He weighed 75 pounds, and measured from 

the tip of his nose to the end of his tail 4 and a half feet. 
. Communicated. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 3, 1837. 


In the House [of Representatives] Mr. Andrew of Salem, 
presented a petition of Nathaniel Conant and others, praying 
payment of compensation for military services to the members 
of a Light Infantry Company in Topsfield. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 7, 1837. 


Hon. NEHEMIAH CLEAVELAND, whose death is announced in 
our obituary column, was one of the most respected and distin- 
guished citizens of Essex County. He was the son of the emi- 
nent divine, Rev. John Cleaveland, of Essex, and under the 
charge of his pious and learned father received a good education 
in literature and virtuous principles. Dr. Cleaveland possessed 
@ vigorous mind, a sound judgment, and extensive knowledge. 
His long life has been spent in acts. of usefulness, and a con- 
scientious discharge of all the duties of life. Integrity, justice, 
benevolence, and piety controlled his thoughts and actions. He 
was zealously devoted, through life, to the promotion of the in- 
terests of the best institutions, of the church, and of his coun- 
try. In early life, his ardent patriotism compelled him to take 
arms and serve several years in the revolutionary army. The 
suffrages of his fellow citizens, for a series of years placed him 
in the Senate of our State. His good sense, vivacity, and 
familiar acquaintance with the interesting scenes of our history, 
and his social intercourse with the eminent citizens of our State 
in past times, rendered his conversation attractive and instruc- 
tive. In all the relations of life he fulfilled his duty, and his 
family, his friends, and the whole community will cherish his 
memory with reverence and respect. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 28, 1837. 


The examination of Elizabeth P. Bradstreet on a charge of 
arson, was resumed on ‘Tuesday last at Topsfield, before Justices 
Mack and Proctor, and continued till Friday evening, and was 
then adjourned to tomorrow. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 28, 1837. 
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The examination of Miss Bradstreet at Topsfield, before Jus- 
tices, Mack and Proctor, was completed on Friday last, and after 
able and eloquent arguments by Mr. Huntington, District Attor- 
ney for the government, and Mr. Saltonstall, counsel for the 
accused, the decision was that there were no suflicient grounds 
for her commitment and she was discharged. 

So strong was the feeling in Topsfield, in her favor, that her 
acquittal was hailed with various demonstrations of joy. 

[ Register. | 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 7, 1837. 


GENERAL COURT. 


The Resolve on the petition of Nath’! Conant and others, was 
taken up in the orders of the day. This resolve provides for 
paying the members of the “ Warren Blues,” a Light Infantry 
Company in Topsfield, the sum of five dollars each for their 
military services for 1836, being the sum allowed by law to vol- 
unteer companies, although this corps was not fully organized at 
the last May inspection. Mr. Billings of Conway, called for the 
facts in relation to this case. Mr. Andrew,.of Salem, chairman 
of the Military committee on the part of the House, answered 
the call. A motion for indefinite postponement was made, and 
supported by several gentlemen. Messrs. Kinsman and Blake of 
Boston, and Andrew of Salem, opposed the motion; and the 
latter gentleman gave an account of the formation, the necessity 
for, and the popularity of this company, in the town of Tops- 
field—and stated, that upon the decision of this question de- 
pended in a great degree the fate of the Volunteer companies ; 
for unless this was received with favor by the House, much of 
that zeal now enlisted in the cause, would be dampened, «c. 
The motion to postpone was lost, and the Resolve passed, by a 
majority of about fifty. 

Salem Gazette, Mar. 14, 1837. 


NOTICE. 


FREDERICK J. MERRIAM, of Topsfield, Drover, has as- 
signed, for the benefit of all his creditors, all his property, real 
and personal, not exempted by Jaw from attachment. 

Creditors may become parties to the assignment by calling on 

R. A. MERRIAM, 
NATH’L PERLEY. 
Topsfield, April 14, 1837. Assignees. 
salem Gazette, Apr. 25, 1837. 
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BY ORDER OF COURT. 


On the 11th of May next, at 2 o’clock, P. M. will be sold by 
Auction, 

Part of the Farm now occupied by JOSHUA TOWNE, of 
Topsfield, yeoman, for the payment of his debts. Terms made 
known at the sale. 

SAMUEL BRADSTREET, 

Topsfield, April 25, 1837. Guard ad. 

Salem Gazette, May 5, 1837. 


Boarding and Tuition. 


SIX small Boys and Girls may receive Board, Tuition, and 
parental care in the family of the subscriber. 
JAMES F. McEWEN. 
Topsfield, May 5, 1837. 
Salem Gazette, May 9, 1837. 


ESSEX COUNTY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


The semi-annual meeting of the Hssex County Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation will be held at Topsfield on FRIDAY and SATUR- 
DAY, the 26th and 27th of the present month, May :—The fol- 
lowing Lectures may be expected :— 


ON FRIDAY, 


At 10 o’clock A. M. a lecture on Grammar by Mr. Samuel R. 
Hall of Andover. 

At 2 P.M. a lecture on “ Defects of Common Schools,” by 
Rev. Milton P. Braman of Danvers. 


ON SATURDAY, 


At half past nine A. M. a lecture on Discipline, by Mr. Mosos 
Burbank of Hampton Falls. 

At half past ten o’clock, a lecture on English Composition, by 
Newton E. Marble of Dover. 

By a vote cf the Association all lectures are followed by dis- 
cussions. 

The session will commence at 9 o’clock A. M. on Friday, and 
close at noon on Saturday. 

Teachers of both sexes, members of school Committees, and 
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the friends of education generally are respectfully invited to 
be present and contribute to the interest of the occasion, 
Per order, 
J. BATCHELDER, Rec. Sec. 
Lynn, May 22, 1837. 
: Salem Gazette, May 23, 1837. 


HAVERHILL AND CONCORD STAGE. 
[Wood cut of a stagecoach ] 


Tur Stage for Haverhill and Concord, starts from Salem, at 
7 o’clock in the morning, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Stage Office, Lafayette Coffee House. 


Salem, July 4, 1887. 
Salem Gazette, July 4, 1887. 


Essex Court of County Commissioners, July Term, 1837. 


The proposed new road in Topsfield and Hamilton, prayed 
for by S. Bradstreet and others, is not granted. 

A license was granted at the Topsfield Hotel, to a new occu- 
pant, since the last term—and this is the only license granted. 

On examining the votes for County Treasurer, it was found 
that there were no returns from Amesbury, Marblehead and 
Middleton, and that the votes from Andover, Bradford, Haver- 
hill, Essex and Topsfield, were not certified in the form required 
by law. Officers of towns should be careful to know their duty, 


and to do it correctly. 
Salem Gazette, July 18, 1837. 


The Salem Mechanic Light Infantry carried off ninety men in 
uniform, early on Wednesday morning. They were hospitably 
entertained with a collation, in front of the Village Bank, by 
citizens of North Danvers. At the Topsfield line, they were met 
by the Topsfield Warren Blues, who escorted the Mechanics to the 
Hotel, where both companies partook of a sumptuous breakfast. 

Salem Gazette, July 28, 1837. 


CAMPAIGN 
OF THE 
SALEM MECHANIC LIGHT INFANTRY. 
In Camp—Nerw Row.ery \ 
Wednesday Kvening, July 26, 1887. 


Took up our line of march from Salem to Newburyport, 15 
minutes past 5, A. M., by Buifum’s Corner to North Danvers, 
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to the Village Bank, favored with one of the most delightful 
summer mornings, and there entertained with a hot breakfast, 
which was very acceptable, provided by the citizens of North 
Danvers. Again took up our march to Topsfield—were met on 
the dividing line by the Topsfield Light Infantry, under the 
command of Capt. Conant, and escorted to Topsfield, and again 
entertained at the house of Capt. Munday, with a bounteous 
collation, provided by the Topsfield Warren Blues. After partak- 
ing, formed Morning Parade—Company Orders for the day were 
read by the Adjutant. Lt. Kimball Officer of the day—Serg’t 
Stedman Officer of the Police. Again took up our march to 
New Rowley, accompanied by Capt. Conant’s Company. After 
a short march, partook of the refreshments by the politeness of 
Mr. John Peabody, of Boxford. Parted with our Topsfield 
friends, and after marching a short distance were met by the 
New Rowley Lafayette Guards, under the command of Capt. 
Howe—escorted by the same into New Rowley, to our place of 
encampment. [The remainder of the account relates to New- 
buryport, Ipswich, etc. ] 
Salem Gazette, Aug. 1, 1837. 


Great Turnip. We were shown yesterday an enormous 
Turnip, of the common round sort, raised in Topsfield. It was 
26 inches in diameter, and nearly 4, in thickness. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 25, 1837. 


ESSEX AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The Annual Exhibition by the Society will be at Topsfield, 
on Wednesday, September 27th. 

All claims for premiums to be awarded on theday of exhibi- 
tion, must be entered with the Secretary of the Society, or his 
agent, on or before 9 o’clock, A. M., of that day. 

All other claims for premiums must be handed or forwarded 
to the Secretary in writing. 

All articles of domestic manufacture must be entered and 
deposited at the Hall, to be provided for this purpose, by 9 
o’clock, A. M. 

These articles will be examined and arranged by the Commit- 
tee,—and at 12 o’clock, will be opened for public examination. 

All animals or articles exhibited must remain for public 
inspection until 3 o’clock, P. M. 

The Plonghing Match will take place at 10 o’clook, A. M. 

Butter, Cheese, Fruits and Flowers, will be deposited in the 
Hall to be provided for this purpose. 















































a8 Lacanueaoe on mera eats 7 


ist adgitok of sa00r ods. ‘te art iti 


0 doa in ” ” pti rene 41470 qu 1 loo | 
ed} «asbaw acheplgen righ biaiteqo’l. “bat ye oath 
0 lana & ine ,bloteqoT of heavier bas Josno)..tqad- 
awostnirod Ss oddiw cyabanlt, tga? do. genod of) te b 
dnp 193A eosltl aorie Yi blaieqoT ods yd bebtvosq ,woitath 
staw (eh odt rot exashrO yaaqnioO—sbeieT { gaintoM hewrat 2 
yrs tab ert: ton a Limdwete ak. trot Ae ack ‘yd De 
Oy dowd THO CPF do J niagh sotle'l ail? Ww. 1991 | BO ¢ 
reo LA yaad r cerey.) Begins stqad ee bots aunparooea .xalwe 
lo eaensitls uy ed we. atvamdvetior ait t to ooods tO one, txo & 
Siotteqol wo. ddtve bosrel -beotgot ho vb oda. ado , 
ed? Vo dom otew Bae syn Jsode # gaidotam ssdts hae abaei ct 
tqad to bagemoo odd tobes aiaauD esd 2yeiel yolwosl wes 
to onl 11008 zolwosl wor otol sanmaedi yd hediooa——o1 
wot of sotaler davosos edt to tobias: gD} $aosagt 
me oimegl sg y 


VEst cow. olism), amslod sien 
mirrceres ~ 70 +e in Thee Oe ~ One vy i TT i. 
Mh VW ike OLD nee 1 wee) {SJ oD Lf ai y i ore & ’ Twat 4 TAS 


aaw th hletageT at bosies J20a bawor coco 6ft to, qtr? a 
aganoidd at 4 J  vlxaot ban slomsih at eedtoat oe 
, WOOL, «kee a siteany sina “ 


YTAIOOS TAS IVORTHDA Xtead 


bledeqol, 38, ed Utw ydein a ould ye wolididxal inurl ot 

= MITE wedmotqs’ “rsbaedbhs WY ef 

-ididxs Yo yeh odt uo hohuswae od of eatule n971q 101 eet tak a ‘ 

aid 10 ,yiotnod edit io, yindetobd edd difw beistue od Jems 4! 

Yah jadi 10.4 .A aloolo'o @ sxoled 10 40, Ae 

bebiswiot 10 bebasd.od Jaum, aagtanrg 101 ectieto seito IL A 

! onidirw at vrstoro@edt 

hog hetstas od tannt emiostiaem olfzsmoh to eeleita A 

@ vd weoqwg eidt 102, bobivenp ef od ileH edt ta bodie 08 
MA 

timoro) ert xd f 2G MEATS bas hoaimaxs ad Lliw i aa 

Mon nner “elk iq 10 otis igo rege) B86 bits (9 

oilded tol sigmot sewn fexbidist } 


M. ub: aloolo'o OE in of 
| odd sid i Ittanqels ot itis ; 


86 NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


Agricultural Implements will be deposited in the same room. 

Gentlemen, who have articles or fruit that will increase the 
interest of the show, are respectfully requested to bring them 
forward. 

The Members of the Society and invisted guests, will dine 
together at the VirtAce Hore, at 1 o’clock, P. M. ‘Tickets 
for the dinner can be obtained of Mr. Wm. Munday. 

At 3 o’clock, P. M., there will be a meeting of the Society at 
the Meeting House, where an Address will be delivered by the 
Rev. N. Gage of Haverhill,—and the Reports of Committees 
read, and premiums awarded, &c. The Annual Meeting for the 
choice of Officers, and transaction of the business of the Society 
will then follow. 

In the morning the Trustees will meet at Mr. Munday’s Hotel, 
where the Secretary will be ready to receive entries, &c. &c. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangements. 
R. A. MERRIAM, Chairman. 

J. W. Procror, Sec’ry. 

Topsfield, Sept. 14, 1837. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 15, 1887. 


Among the military companies present at the annual inspec- 
tion and review at West Bradford was one from ‘Topsfield. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 15, 1837. 


A short time since, some rogue entered the Methodist Meet- 
ing House in Topsfield, and stole quite a number of Bibles, 
Hymn Books, &c. 

The Dwelling House of Dr. Merriam, in Topsfield, was entered 
about the same time, in the middle of the day, while the family 
was absent, and some change which was ina box was taken, but 
ofasmall amount. The robber took several articles of wearing 
apparel, and broke open trunks and scattered their contents 
about the house. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 19, 1837. 


Res. Jas. F. McEwen of Topsfield was elected Secretary of 
the Essex County Temperance Society at a meeting held Sept. 
15th. atthe Tabernacle church, Salem. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 26, 1837. 


The annual Agricultural Festival was held at Topsfield, on 
OT 


Wednesday, 27th ult., and the farming interest from every part 
of the county was fully and respectably represented 
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The show of animals was not numerous, but there were some 
superior cows, and excellent working oxen. The number of fat 
cattle was small; there were a few young horses; there were 
two lots of swine of a good description and condition ; of sheep 
there were none. The ploughing match was spiritedly contest- 
ed, and much of the work was fine; the ploughs of an approved 
description ; the teams well trained, and the ploughmen and 
drivers skillful and ambitious. 

Of domestic and household manufactures the collection was 
not extensive, but commendable for the industry, patience and 
skill exhibited. The vegetables made a good display ; there was 
much superior fruit, and many a beautiful boquet of flowers. 
There were valuable specimens of Indian corn exhibited; and 
other useful vegetables and products. 

The Address in the afternoon, by the Rev. Mr. Gage, of 
Haverhill, was deservedly well received, evincing good taste and 
good sense; and the day was spent without any circumstance to 
disturb its festivities, and in a highly agreeable and useful manner. 

The Address was followed by the Reports of the Committees, 
which were, as always, listened to with a strong interest; and 
we cannot doubt were made up in the exercise of a sound and 
discriminating judgment, reluctant to give offence, but conscien- 
tious in the performance of duty. 

These exhibitions deserve every encouragement, and since the 
improvement in public manners which has taken place by the 
diminution, we wish we could say, the entire abolition, of the 
facilities and excitements to intemperance, many, and the only 
great objections to these celebrations have been removed. They 
bring the farmers together under circumstances adapted to ex- 
cite the deepest gratitude to a beneficent Providence ; they make 
them acquainted with each other, and produce a most beneficial 
interchange of kind affections and sympathies; they excite in- 
quiry and diffuse much useful information of the condition and 
the improvements in agriculture and domestic industry and 
economy, and they produce a manly and animated competition, 
unmixed with any ill feelings, because here there is no monop- 
oly ; the field is open to all; and the beneficial results are in 
every case diffused, and universally shared by all. 

A premium of $20 was awarded the citizens of Topsfield for 
a team of 40 yoke of working oxen. 

Salem Gazette, Oct, 3, 1837. 


John Wright of Topsfield has been elected one of the Direc- 
tors of the Village Bank in Danvers. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 17, 1837 
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TorsrieLD Briner. The bridge on the Newburyport Turn- 
pike, in Topsfield, fell through last week, and is now impassable. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 5, 1837. 


Diep. At Topsfield, Mr. John Fisk, 47. He died very sud- 
denly in the street. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 8, 1837. 


COURT CALENDAR. 


The court of Common Pleas commenced its session in Ipswich 
on Monday last. Judge Strong on the bench. We learn that 
about 250 new civil actions were entered, a rather larger number 
than usual. The first civil trial, commenced after the calling of 
the docket was concluded on Tuesday afternoon, between Asa 
Pingree of Topsfield, Pltf., and Francis Curtis of Boxford, Dft. 
It is an action of trover, technically so called, which alleges that 
the pltf. was owner of certain to wit one cord of pine slabs, 
of the value of 33, which the pltf. dost, and which came into 
the possession of the dft. by finding, who refused to deliver the 
same one cord of pine slabs to the pltf. on demand, but convert- 
ed the same to his own use. The form of the declaration being 
purely technical, the question for trial is whether the dft. had, 
previously to the date of the writ, any slabs in his possession 
which rightfully belonged to the pltf. About one hundred wit- 
nesses are in attendance. This action was originally tried be- 
fore the police court in Salem, and on appeal was tried at the 
June term of the P.C., consuming three days time of the 
court, and the jury disagreed. ‘The case is conducted with a 
zeal and ingenuity worthy a much better cause by Samuel H. 
Mann, Esq., of Lowell, for the pltf. and L. Saltonstall and N. J 
Lord, Esqrs. of Salem for the dft. 

Salem Gazette, Dec. 26, 1837. 


At a Court of County Commissioners, held last Tuesday, a 
petition was presented by Charles H. Holmes and others, for a 
road in Topsfield, from near the house of Benjamin Symonds, to 
near the centre school house. 


Salem Gazette, Dec. 29, 1837. 


Diep, In Topsfield, on the 16th inst., Mrs. Anna Averill, 
aged 40. She was amiable in natural character, and seriously 
inclined from childhood, and for several of the last years of her 
life, the hopeful subject of true faith in Christ. She has long 
been afflicted with poor health, when somewhat more than a year 
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ago it became evident that the fatal disease, consumption, was 
seated on her. From that time suffering much pain, she looked 
forward to her dissolution with christian resignation, and when 
death finally approached, she met his embrace without fear, as she 
then felt that she could commit herself to the Savior of sinners. 
Com. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 19, 1838. 


Diep. In Topsfield, Mr. Moses Wildes, aged 60; Mr. Robert 
Lake, aged 31; Mr. Richard Osborn, a revolutionary soldier, 
aged 99. 

Salem Gazette, Jan. 28, 1838. 


STATISTICS OF ESSEX COUNTY. 


We copy the following account of the condition of certain 
branches of industry in the County of Essex, from the “ Statis- 
tical Tables,” prepared by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
in compliance with a Act of the Legislature, of 19th April last. 


TOPSFIELD. 


Common Sheep, 255, wool produced 765 lbs., average weight 
of fleece 3 lbs., value of wool 306, capital invested 1530. 
Boots manufactured 900 pairs, Shoes 124,396 pairs; value 
of boots and shoes, 98,676, males employed 272, females 269. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 6, 1838. 


NEW LINE OF STAGES. 


A new line of Stages has been established between Salem and 
Haverhill. Leaving Salem on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days at 94 o’clock A. M. arriving in Haverhill at 1 o’clock on 
said days. Jeaving Haverhill on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, at 114 o’clock A. M. arriving in Salem at 3 o’clock, on 
said days. 

This line is connected in Salem with other Stages, running to 
and from Boston, Gloucester, Ipswich, Marblehead and other 
places. And is connected in New Rowley with a stage running 
on ‘Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, to Amesbury Factory 
Village, Exeter and Dover ;—and with a stage running on Mon- 
days, Wednesdays, and I’ridays, to Lowell. 

On Mondays a stage will leave New Rowley for the Rail Road 
in Bradford, in season for the morning cars.—And on Saturdays 
will leave for New Rowley after the arrival of the evening cars. 

Books kept at the Lafayette Coffee House, and Salem Hotel. 
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At the Eagle House in Haverhill and at Savory’s Hotel in New 
Rowley. 
Jan. 24, 1838. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 6, 1838. 


[ Wood cut of a stage coach. ] 
Haverhill and Concord Stage. 


Tue Stage for Haverhill and Concord starts from Salem, at 7 
o’clock in the morning, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Stage oflice, Lafayette Coffee House. 

Salem, July 4, 1837. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 16, 1838. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 


The Whigs of Essex County are requested to send the usual 
number of delegates to a convention for the nomination of can- 
didates for County Commissioners,—at Topsfield, on Monpay 
NEXT, 28d inst., at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 

This notice is issued, in comphance with an unanimous vote 
of the Whig members of the Essex County delegation in the 
Legislature. 

Salem, April 17. 

. Salem Gazette, April 17, 1838. 


Mr. Foorw—In reading the Gazette of Tuesday, I noticed the 
calling of a ‘Convention ” to be held at Topsfield on Monday 
next, for the nomination of County Commissioners. As there 
was no place of meeting defined, perhaps the delegates who at- 
tend would not know to which Hotel it would be at withou- 
some further notice. 

Therefore J would suggest the idea (if no particular place is 
determined upon) good accommodations may be had at the “ Vil- 
lage Hotel,” kept by Capt. Wm. Munday. 

Topsfield, April 18, 1838. 

Salem Gazette, April 20, 1838. 


NOTICE 


Is hereby given that Samuvn, Goutp hath this day assigned 
to the subscribers all his property, for the benefit of his cred- 
itors. 

THOMAS AVERILD, 
CHARLES GOULD. 

Topsfield, April 27, 1838. 

Salem Gazette, May 4, 1838. 
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NOTICE 


Is hereby given, that ANSEL GOULD hath this day assigned 
to the subscribers all his property, for the benefit of his creditors. 
JOSIAH BRADSTREET, 
JOHN BRADSTREET. 
Topsfield, May 19, 1838. 
Salem Gazette, May 25, 1838. 


A few Invalid Boarders 


May be accomodated in Topsfield, with board, horse and car- 
riage exercise, bathing, &c. Enquire of 
DR. R, A. MERRIAM. 
Topsfield, June 19, 1838. 
Salem Gazette, June 19, 1838. 


TorsrirLtp Horer. We notice with pleasure that this old 
and respectable establishment has fallen into the hands of Mr. 
Holland, for many years known to all travellers on the great 
Eastern route, as one of the most intelligent, obliging, and 
temperate of that exemplary body of drivers. 

Salem Gazette, July 13, 1838. 


At a meeting of the County Commissioners held last Tuesday 
morning, a petition was presented from the selectmen of Tops- 
field, for the discontinuance of a town way in Topsfield. 

Salem Gazette, July 18, 1838. 


TOPSFIELD HOTEL. 


The subscriber has taken the above very spacious and commo- 
dious Hotel, on the Boston and Newburyport Turnpike, and has 
fitted up the same in the best manner for traveliers and boarders. 
The situation is one of the most commanding and delightful in 
the country ; the distance is but 20 miles from Boston, 9 miles 
from Salem, and 12 from Newburyport, and it is believed 
that few places in the vicinity of the metropolis present so many 
inducements for a summer residence. 


The apartments are spacious and airy ; the table will be sup- 


plied with the choicest products of the market, and every atten- 
tion shown to individuals and families, whether they remain for 
@ single night, or during the warm season. 
JOHN HOLLAND. 
Topsfield, July 13. 
Salem Gazette, July 27, 1838. 
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To the Hon. the County Commissioners for the County of Es- 
Sex, respectfully represent the subscribers, selectmen of Tops- 
field, in said County, 

Tuat on the sixteenth day of April last, a town-way was lo- 
cated in said Topsfield, beginning at a stake one rod easterly 
from the corner of John Sawyer’s shop, thence N. 748 E. to a 
point on the westerly side of the Haverhill road at a point forty 
four feet from the southeasterly corner of Richard Phillips jr’s 
dwellinghouse ; which way in the opinion of many of the Inhab- 
itants of said Topsfield it would be highly expedient to discon- 
tinue. And the inhabitants of said Topsfield at a legal town 
meeting held for that purpose, on the twelth day of June last, 
“ Voted, that the Selectmen may be authorised and directed to 
petition the County Commissioners at the J uly term, to discon- 
tinue the road recently laid out near the meeting house on the 
petition of Charles H. Holmes and others.” 

Wherefore, in pursuance of said vote and instruction, your 
petitioners respectfully pray that after a hearing in the premises, 
the said way may be discontinued. 


CORNELIUS K. BRADSTREET, } __ Select 
| 


NATHANIEL PERLEY, men 
WILLIAM RAY, IF ia aE 

MOSES WILDES, Tops- 
A. S. PEABODY, | field. 


The Commissioners appointed a public hearing at the Tops- 
field Hotel on Aug. 15, 1838 at 9 A. M. 


Salem Gazette, July 27, 1838. 


Narrow Escare. The Village Hotel, at Topsfield, kept by 
Mr. Munday, had a narrow escape from fire, on Friday night 
last. A traveller had thrown the end of his cigar into one of 
those disgusting objects “a spitoon,” filled with sawdust, and 
nothing occured to lead to a suspicion of any harm from it 
before the household retired to rest. It seems, however, that the 
sawdust ignited slowly, and about two o’clock in the morning a 
hostler sleeping in the bar room was awaked by a suffocating 
smoke. It was soon ascertained that the sawdust and box con- 
taining it were consumed, and that a large hole was burnt 
through the floor. With a little fresh air, and a little more time, 
the house would probably have been destroyed. 


Salem Gazette, Aug. 10, 1838. 
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Take Notice. 


STRAYED or stolen from the yard of the subscriber last 
Sunday night, one LIGHT RED COW, with a white face, about 
ten years old, one DARK RED COW, with large horns, about 
eight years old, one RED COW, about seven years old—Who- 
ever will return said cows, or give information where they may 
be found, shall be well rewarded. 

BENJAMIN PIKE. 

Topsfield, Aug. 21. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 21, 1838. 


The three cows, advertised in Tuesday’s paper, were stolen 
from the pen, in Topsfield, on Sunday night last, and recovered 
on Monday morning. The thief is believed to be well known, 
but has escaped for the present. The cows were tracked all the 
way from Topsfield to Saugus, where they were found in the 
pound, having been driven through the toll-gate before sunrise 
that morning. They were offered for sale to the gatekeeper ; 
and shortly afterward the thief was met by a couple of Topsfield 
men, who were unacquainted with the robbery. This meeting 
frightened him, probably, and he left the cows, who strayed 
back toward the toll-gate, where they were stopped and im- 
pounded. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 24, 1838. 


| Torsrietp, September ist, 1838. 

MR. EDITOR :—Will you please put in your paper the fol- 
lowing: 

GREAT GENEROSITY,—A gentleman in the Town of T—— 
found a small wallet (or pocket book,) in the town of M : 
The gentleman did not ask the owner only ONE dollar for it. 

Topsfield. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 4, 1838. 





ESSEX AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The Annual Exhibition by the Society will be at Topsfield, on 
Thursday, September 27th. 

The Trustees and Committees will meet at the house of Mr. 
Winiiiam Munpay, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

All claims for premiums, to be awarded on the day of exhibi- 
tion, must be entered with the Secretary of the Society, or his 
agent, on or before 9 o’clock, A. M., on that day. 
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All other claims for premiums must be handed or forwarded 
to the Secretary in writing. 

All articles of Domestic Manufacture must be entered with the 
Agent of the Secretary, at the Hall, where they will be exhibited. 

After the Committee have closed their examination (say about 
12 o’clock), the Hall will be open for visitors. 

Butter, Cheese, Fruits and Flowers, will be deposited, under 
the direction of the several committees, who have charge of these 
subjects. 

All animals or articles exhibited, will be required to remain 
for the inspection of the public until 2 o’clock P. M. 

The Ploughing Match will take place, under the direction of 
the committees on this subject, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

The trial of Oxen and the examination of horses, will be im- 
mediately after. 

Gentlemen who have fine fruits or superior vegetable produc- 
tions of any kind, and who feel an interest in advancing the ob- 
jects of the Society and sustaining the character of the County, 
are respectfully requested to bring them forward. 

The members of the Society and invited guests will dine to- 
gether at Mr. Munpay’s at half-past 1 o’clock. 

At 3 o’clock, P. M., the Society will meet at the Meeting 
House, to hear an Address by the Rey. Mr. WitTHINGTON, of 
Newbury ; after which the Reports of the several committees 
will be submitted, and the usual business of the Annual Meeting 
transacted. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangements. 

Attest, J.W. PROCTOR, See’ry 
Topsfield, Sept. 8, 1838. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 11, 1838. 


TorsFiELp. Mr. Edward Hood has been appointed Postmas- 
ter at ‘T'opsfield, and the post office has been removed from the 
Hotel into the village. 


Salem Gazette, September 18, 1838. 


DIED. In Topsfield, on Thursday last, in the 30th year of 
her age, Miss Eunice Wells, daughter of Mr. Nathaniel Wells. 
It need not be said to those who were acquainted with the de- 
ceased that in her death we have sustained a loss which is irre- 
parable. In the earlier part of her life she at all times exer- 
cised that uniformity of character and amiableness in her dispo- 
sition which secured to her parents, brothers and sisters her con- 
stant and never tiring efforts to promote their happiness and 
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win to herself that affection from them which is merited but by 
few. And when we say that the latter part of her life was 
characterized by a constant devotedness to the religion which 
she professed, we do say the Church and Sabbath school have 
sustained a loss which will long be felt. The circumstances 
connected with her death are these. She left her father’s house 
to attend the wedding of a brother who resided but a short dis- 
tance. No sooner had she arrived at her brotber’s than she was 
met by the angel of death. Alas! how soon are our anticipated 
joys turned to grief and our expectations blasted! Surrounded 
as she was by a circle of her friends who with herself had as- 
sembled to enjoy the festivals of a wedding, the same can better 
be imagined than described.— Com. 
Salem Gazette, September 18, 1838. 


Mizirary. The volunteer corps of the second brigade, second 
division, consisting of two companies of Cavalry, two of Artil- 
lery, and eight of Light Infantry and Riflemen, will meet for 
Inspection and Review, at Newburyport, today. The Salem 
Brass Band will accompany the Topsfield Light Infantry on the 


occasion. 
Salem Gazette, September 25, 1838. 


TOPSFIELD HOTEL. 


AGRICULTURAL DINNER. 


The subscriber will set a table for one hundred persons at 
half past one o’clock on Thursday next, when a first rate dinner 
will be provided at the rate of fifty cents a head. 

Sept. 25. JoHN Horanp. 

Topsfield Hotel. 
Salem Gazette, September 25, 1838. 


Essex Country Carrie SHow AND Farr. 


Notwithstanding the severity of the storm the Essex Agricul- 
tural Society had a very interesting exhibition at Topsfield yes- 
terday. The ploughing match was well contested ;—12 teams 
were entered. ‘The animals in the pens, though less in number 
than when the weather has been more favorable, were many of 
them very handsome. More than 100 articles of Domestic Man- 
ufacture were exhibited, many of which were very beautiful, and 
Speak well for the ingenuity and industry of the ladies, who 
have always contributed largely to the interest of such oceasions. 
The manufactured articles generally were very creditable to the 
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competitors, and at a proper time the Committee will give the 
public a good account of them. 

Nearly 50 specimens of fruits and vegetables were exhibited, 
some of which were rare and of great beauty. There were 
many choice vegetables and some of very great size, particularly 
squashes and beets. Salem contributed some fine apples and 
pears, and some other towns were well represented. The season 
has beer favorable for fruits, and had the day been favorable the 
exhibition would have surpassed all former shows. 

The dinner was provided by My. Munday of the Village Hotel 
in his best style, and a large company did ample justice to his 
generous fare. There were many choice fruits, such as pears, 
grapes, and melons upon the tuble. 

The exercises in the mseting house were appropriate and in- 
teresting, and the Address by Rev. Mr. Withington was all that 
was expected from his established character for ingenuity and 
learning, The number present notwithstanding the unfavorable- 
ness of the weather and the spirit manifested, gave demonstra- 
tion that this farmer’s holiday has lost none of its interest, and 
that the Essex Agricultural Society is productive of great and 
permanent advantaze to the community. 

Salem Gazette, September 28, 1838. 

Unrrecepentep Suors. Mr. William G. Lake, of Topsfield, 
shot five wild geese at two shots, on Wednesday. They were in 
avery excellent condition. Each weighed eight pounds and 
upwards. 

Topsfield, Oct. 4, 1828. 

Salem Gazette, October 5, 1838. 


EDUCATION. 


The Connty Convention of the friends of education will meet 
at Topsticld this Day, at 11 o’clock. Addresses are expected 
from Hon. Horace Maun, Secretary of the Board of Education, 
and one or more members of the Board, as well as from other 
distinguished individuals. 

Salem Gazette, October 5, 1838. 


A battalion of Light Tufantry is expected to assemble at the 
East Parish meeting house in Boxford, on Thursday, 18th inst., 
consisting of the following companies :—Washington Guards, 
Boxford ; Low’s Volunteers, Ipswich [Linebrook Parish]; and 
the Topsfield Warren Blues. In the afternoon there will be a 
sham engagement between a company of Volunteer Indians and 
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the Light Infantry. The Topsfield Warren Blues will be ac- 
companied by the Salem Brass Band. 
Salem Gazette, October 12, 1838. 


EpucATION CONVENTION. 


A County Convention of the friends of education was to have 
been held at Topsfield on the fifth inst., and the able and inde- 
fatigable Secretary of the Board of Education was present to 
address the assembly. Owing, however, entirely, as we hope, to 
the inadvertency which occured somewhere, and by means of 
which scarcely any public notice was given of this meeting, it 
was very thinly attended; and we have seen no notice of its 
doings, if there were any. 

The preceding paragraph was written for our last paper, but 
crowded out with many other things.—On Saturday last, the ofii- 
cial record of the Convention was handed to us, as follows. 

The Convention called by the Secretary of the Board of Edu- 
cation for the purpose of collecting information relative to the 
condition of the Common Schools in this County, assembled at 
Topsfield, on Friday, Oct. 5. 

The Convention was called to order by the Rev. Mr. McEwen 
of Topsfield. 

Mr. Jacob Batchelder, of Lynn, was called to the chair, and 
John Batchelder of Lynn was chosen Secretary. 

The forenoon was occupied in an animated discussion of the 
methods usually adopted in teaching orthography and reading, 
which was ably sustained by several gentlemen from different 
parts of the County, among whom were Robert Rantoul, jr., 
Eisq., of Gloucester, Rey. Mr. Putnam, of Danvers, Dr. Choate 
and Oliver Carlton, Esq., of Salem, David Choate, Esq., of Es- 
sex, Rev. Mr. Robbins and Mr. Jonathan Tuttle, of Lynn, and 
Rev. Mr. Thayer, of Beverly. 

After a recess of one hour, the Convention reassembled at 2 
o’clock, and at 2 1-2 o’clock listened to a lecture from the Hon. 
Horace Mann. 

Following that, certain resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention. 

JOHN BATCHELDER, Sec’y. 

Topsfield, Oct. 5, 1838. 

Salem Gazette, October 16, 1838. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE BoxFoRD WASHINGTON GUARDS. 


This beautiful company, under command of Capt. Wm. Low, 
celebrated its fourth anniversary on Thursday last. By invita- 
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tion from Capt. Low, a battalion of infantry, composed of the 
Washington Guards, the Warren Blues and Low’s Volunteers, 
formed near the line between Topsfield and Boxford, whence 
they marched to the residence vf Gen. Soromon Low, where 
they were cordially received by the general, his staff, Col, Per- 
ley, Maj. Clark, and other officers of the field. Here they par- 
took of an elegant collation provided by the Gen. and were ad- 
dressed by him. 

About two in the afternoon, the companies and invited guests 
repaired to Washington Hall, where several hundred sat down 
to a sumptuous dinner furnished by the guards, and prepared 
by Mr. William Munday in the very best style. Soon after 
dinner, the battalion marched to the field, and encountered, in a 
sham engagement, two large companies dressed in Indian ecos- 
tume, commanded by Capis. Kimball and Peabody. 

The day was closed in a manner worthy of its commencement, 
In the evening the Topsfield Warren Blues and others repaired 
to the public house kept by Capt. Wm. Munday, where they list- 
ened to the Salem Brass Band. 

Salem Gazette, October 26, 1838. 


TEACHERS’ MERTING. 


The ninth annual meeting of the Issex County Teachers’ 
Association will be held at Topsfield on Friday and Saturday, 
Noy. 30th and Dee. 1st, at which time the following Lectures 
may be expected—viz : 

On Vriday, at 11 o’elock, from the Rey. Samuel M. Worcester 
of Salem—on the Mnglish Language. At half past 2, P. M., 
from Moses T. Parish of Salem—on Our Profession. At half 
past 3, from the Rev. N. Munroe of Bradford—on Leaching the 
Courtesies of Life. On Saturday, at 9 o’clock, from Jacob 
Batchelder of Lynn—on The best method of Teaching Leading. 
At 11 o’clock from Benjamin Greenleaf, Ksq., of Bradford—on 
The Geology of Essex County. 

Discussions wi)l follow each lecture in due course. Important 
Reports may be expected at this meeting, from committees ap- 
pointed to examine the various published systems of English 
Grammar, Arithmetie, Geography, and on Reading Books, 

*,” School committees, instructors, and friends to the cause 
of education, are respectfully invited to be present and contrib- 
ute to the interest of the occasion. 

Grorcr Trrcomps, 

Newburyport, Nov. 23. Corresponding Secretary. 

Salem Gazette, November 23, 1838. 


it Sia a SR Sn Ae 


Say EF aait et ag, 


Ph ait 


MER Reh eri a 


A bh ln i Ha a gl ale tat rt Baths Sl A 


ah Be aa a i a ahh 2 


SS ie eed Lae On SSS tes ar ee ed 


nance ein Ta SST alten Albee i 




















































Dk 


p ‘ aratuator ot omnia wed 
y esl} to heaodpinoo seoaatal to noHattad a a wen 
: aroginnio YT e'wol bens pote were Wedd \ebrune 
; souodw ,brotxoll Ban BlateqaT mowied poy" 
Worl nape Racviisk to opaghive: odd. ¢ 





ae | 





: SIGwW , 

| 39% tod Tite ald’, rousy onl yd faviasor alle 

i ah yodd axelk rey oft jo ewollly todio bar, 

, bs osm fam weD eddy | noriailos tinsgalo 


' o 
total ed 
aieory badivul bag ssinqanas oft oor! tts edt mt eet ino 
swob asa besbaud Imeves. svedy, {leh aongat les WF ot Be 
bar acpe td bia 2ebssry orld ya badeiwis’ soi anrond4 inna ; 
«otie 1008 .ol¥te. teed Magid ead sti 16 shit: 8 sail WE 
gs mi povedss FOOH1S bar bioet add of fediesan: noi fnjted, edd. ‘etal 
wipel of heerath seers pee agiel ov Jnaniags, arts HE sfa 
shod oT Drom Und nth petre id b bisgretrt ont 
aeroontSTLod. edi TO YALTIOW TretHiadit B uk bse ) lo BRAY yab a : ay 
hostnaat ewedso bite eoultl aorta Ww hletteqol od} gainye oil. ’ 
fy ‘aiaan Wiad Ay a) te pa oes otldng d3 
hands wid, ssolee ot 


~ 
a 
by 


BEBI OS wdoisO srisanD scoinn 
' P RM Ceara’ eon F BA ik 
oviras ll “exanoeaet ; sin hy « 
aE 


fose'l ye Li se xoeed. oxft to gititexcn Te nf tie ddintes oft 
WD eUIIH?e veniek oO bigs gor $6 fled ed- {ite wor gionre 
yn I t od? eal doi Pats eel .99* 4 perks AOE uO 


ba 34 ‘, ;\ - 
Ssniooo % iw ollo 


: pS Rit -s lose 25. oe wy ate | 
; out Br inci Io 70 ; L 3a. yeh AO b) aye a 


W 1 fesowm@ voll ods om 

WM A Sf teag Hed, th opment Av iqarl os Rano £ 

ted DA  mobeenyewh wy wo-—isiae to dered -T aeeola © 40" ‘ 

oA yi Aowe.k ao-—- bro} bell to conde Vv .vell ad? gt (Bee Ae 1 ¥ 
mott doolo'to @ ja \yeohulae 9O “Sik. %S asiayin ae 


dot a8" » Biot 

pars ho nsdh oath dsl Yo adlda.ns tai aN s10-~ aay to rolifs 
no-—hrothartl to pad Jsolusowd citi f ota! 

W Awe.) LABeeh No sox) + 
) saassoqral sees ob mk yrtpet dogs wollod fiw e wes ei a \ 
418 e9ottimi tod molt .pitigem aidd tn faiosqzs ad Tom 10g! 
riya io entade ¥2 btn! fduq avoiiey oi eaimexs paises: . 
exooll gribaedd so beon: yabqanqyoo®) tioned. ¢ 


oe 6 a od regi bas eer ‘anit risen | oof 


a2 ie oe 








a 


NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 99 


DIED. In Topsfield, on the 5th inst., Lucy Cleaveland, eldest 
daughter of the late Nehemiah Cleaveland, aged 38. During a 
protracted sickness of more than six years continuance, and of 
a most distressing and hopeless character, Miss Cleaveland man- 
ifested, in a remarkable degree, the patience and resignation of 
the Christian. 

Salem Gazette, December 14, 1838. 


The towns of Hamilton, Topsfield, Wenham, and Middleton, 
have petitioned the legislature to restore the fish way in Ipswich 
river, according to the act of 1788. It seems by subsequent 
acts that the Cotton Manufacturing Company, on said river, 
have raised their dam so high that alewives and shad cannot go 


over it, and have not been over it since 1827. 
Salem Gazette, March 19, 1839. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The first Summer term of this Institution will commence on 
WepnespaAy, April 10, and continue twelve weeks, under the 
superintendence of BrenyAMIN GREENLEAF, Esq., late Preceptor 
of Bradford Academy. 

The young ladies and gentlemen, who may be placed under 
his care, will receive instruction in all the various branches of 
an English and Classical Education. 

He will be provided with such Assistants as the number of 
Students may require. 

Tuition for English studies, $5.00 per term.—For Classical 
studies, 56.00 per term. 

Board in good families van be obtained at $2.00 per week. 


Students can be furnished with Books and Stationery at the 


Institution. 

Communications respecting the Academy may be addressed to 
Rey. Mr. McEwen, C. H. Holmes, Esq., and Mr. Richard Phil- 
lips, jr. 

Topsfield, March 19, 1839. 

Salem Gazette, March 22, 1839. 


Essex County FisHrriszs. 


In the Senate, yesterday (Monday), the Committee on the 
Fisheries reported on the petition of Benjamin Woodbury, in 
behalf of the towns of Hamilton and Topsfield, Wenham and 
Middleton, in aid of the petition, proposing to refer it to the 
next Legislature. 
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The Report stated, that by the Act of 1781, these towns had 
and enjoyed a Right to take fish in Ipswich River, which was 
valuable to them; but by the subsequent Acts of 1826 and 1829 
these rights mere made valueless, no Shad or Alewives having 
passed up the River above Farley’s Dam since 1826. The 
Ipswich Manufacturing Company remonstrated against the Peti- 
tion, but the Committee were satisfied that there ought to be a 
good and sufficient passageway for the fish to pass up freely, and 

the Remonstrants admitted all this. 
___ Upon the question of accepting the Report, Mr. Kine of 
Essex moved to recommit with instructions to report a Bill to 
provide a sufficient passageway. 

This proposition was discussed by Messrs. King, Spofford, and 
Whitmarsh, in favor of it, and Mr, Meigs against it ; the Chair- 
man of the Committee, Mr. Marston, also making a statement of 
what the Company were willing to do. | 

But the motion of Mr. King to recommit prevailed without a 
division, and a Bill is to be reported tomorrow. 

Salem Gazette, April 2, 1839. 


Essrx County Tracuers’ ASsocraTrion. 


The semi-annual meeting of the E. C. T. A. will be held at 
Topsfield on Friday and Saturday, the 24th and 25th inst., in 
the Hall of the Academy. 

The following lectures may be expected, viz: Friday, A. M., 
10 1-2 o'clock, by Rev. Mr. True, of Lynn, on the history and 
utility of Logic. P. M., 1 1-2 o'clock, by Dr. Durkee of Juynn, 
on Physical education. 3 o’clock, by the President of the Asso- 
ciation, on the Geology of Essex County. Saturday, 9 1-2 A. M., 


by J. W. Browne, Esq., of Lynn, on the Cultivation of the ~ 


taste and imagination. 11 o’clock, by Mr. Towndrow of Salem, 
on Penmanship. Discussions will follow each lecture. 
Teachers, members of School Committees, and all friends of 
Education, are invited to attend. 
M. P. Panisu, Cor. Sec’y. 
Salem, May 17, 1839. 
Salem Gazette, May 17, 1839. 


Lorsrizty Acapemy.—The second Summer term of this 
institution will commence on Wednesday, July 24, and continue 
twelve weeks under the care of BengamIn GREENLEAF, Esq. 
Young Ladies and Gentlemen will be instructed in all the vari- 
ous branches of an English and classical education, including 
pure and mixed Mathematics. Particular attention will be de- 
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voted to those students who are preparing to be Teachers, and 
for the compting room. A short course of familiar lectures on 
Chemistry, Botany, stc., will be given, for which there will be 
no extra charge to the students. Mr. Greenleaf will be assisted 
by competent teachers. Tuition, $5 per term. Board in good 
families may be obtained at $2 per week. There will be a short 
vacation of two days and a half, at the time of the meeting of 
the American Institute. For further information, reference may 
be had to Rev. James T. McEwen, Charles H. Holmes, Esq., or 
Joseph C. Batchelder, m. p. 
RicHARD Puituips, Secretary. 

Topsfield, July 5, 1839 
Salem Gazette, July 12, 1839. 


To tHe Court or County COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 
County oF Essex. 


‘Tre undersigned respectfully represent, that the County road 
leading from Salem through Topsfield to Georgetown, has ever 
been 2 subject of much complaint, on account of the difficulty of 
passing the river hill, so called, in Topsfield. This hill, on ac- 
count of its steepness and great height, presents a serious obsta- 
ele in travelling this road, and it being very broad on the top, it 
is impossible to reduce it or improve it much where the road 
now is; and as this is one of the greatest travelled roads in the 
County, the public is much interested in having an improvement, 
by which the peculiar difficulty of passing this hill may be 
avoided. In the opinion of the undersigned such an improve- 
ment may be had, by making a new piece of road through a 
valley that runs through said hill some distance to the eastward. 
of the present road. 

It has been found by actual survey and computation, that the 
highest point of elevation over which a road would have to pass 
through this valley would be fifty feet lower than the hill where 
the road now passes it; and the rise is so gradual that the steep- 
est place need not be more than half a degree more than half as 
steep as the Turnpike hill and probably not half as steep as the 
hill on the County road ; and the course is so much more direct 
that a saving of about forty rods will be made in the distance 
of travel. 

We are therefore of the opinion that the public necessity and 
convenience requires that a road should be located through this 
valley to be connected at each end with the present road :— 

We therefore respectfully petition this court to adopt meas- 
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ures to cause a new piece of road to be located and made, com- 
mencing by the Newburyport Turnpike opposite to where the 
road recently made through land of Dr. Treadwell, meets the 
same ; thence running about twenty-five degrees east of south to 
a point a little east of John Dwinnel’s barn, thence south about 
twelve degrees west to the new piece of road north of Elias 
Putnam’s house; or in such other course as may be found most 
judicious—and as in duty bound will ever pray. 

JouN KimBAuL and others. 

The County Commissioners appointed a hearing at the Tops- 

field Hotel for Sept. 4th, at 9 A. M. 

Salem Gazette, July 23, 1839. 


CoprER MINE. 


There has been opened, within a few weeks, a Copper Mine in 
the neighboring town of Topsfield, in this county. It is in the 
southwest side of the town, near the Danvers and Middleton 
lines. It promises thus far, we understand, to yield a good 
quantity and quality of this metal. 

This mine is not a recent discovery, but the revival of an old 
one. The history of it is substantially thus: Some seventy 
years back, there was living in the town of Topsfield, or its near 
vicinity, an Englishman by the name of Bunting. He was of a 
scientific turn,—solitary and meditative in his habits, and spent 
much of his time in wandering about in the then extensive 
woods of that region. In one of his rambles, in passing over 
the location of the mine in question, he conceived that he saw 
evidence of the presence of copper ore. This led him to farther 
investigation. An excavation was made, and some ore obtained, 
which upon the process of smelting was found to yield copper. 
He made known his discovery to the owner of the land, and en- 
tered into an agreement with him for the working of the mine 
upon the condition that Bunting should do it at his own cost, 
and give the proprietor of the field one sixteenth part of the 
copper obtained. Accordingly a pit was opened to a considera- 
ble depth, which not yielding very abundantly, was abandoned, 
and a second tried, which produced more freely. A large quan- 
tity of the ore was thus dug—enough to lade one vessel of 
considerable size, and shipped for England, from this very port, 
—we believe,—there to be smelted. Bunting arrived in England 
with his ore,—but was taken sick, and died very shortly after 
his arrival. What was done with the ore, or how it remunerated 
the expense of so long transportation, does not appear. The 
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project seems to have died there with the projector. Bunting 
not returning to this country, and no tidings being heard of him, 
it was very naturally supposed to have resulted in a total failure, 
Accordingly, the mine was neglected, bushes sprang up on the 
spot, and it was soon forgotten. It has always gone by the 
name of the “ Mine Lot,’—and has frequently changed owners. 

The history of the affair was in the process of years forgot- 
ten, or lay dormant in the memory of a few individuals. There 
was a sort of misty tradition handed down concerning the 
«Mine Lot,” which was, that a strange foreigner once undertook 
to dig gold or money there; and that he suddenly disappeared, 
and, as supposed, was swallowed up in the earth. This was be- 
lieved by a few timid and superstitious of a later generation ; 
and some had a dread of going throngh the “Mine Lot” by 
night, as it had been reported that an unearthly, grim-looking 
figure had been seen walking guard there armed with a huge 
branch of an old oak tree which had been scattered by lightning 
inthe vicinity. Few, however, believed this story. 

Within a very few years past, a descendant of Bunting, in 
England, inherited some property of his,—and among other 
things, some of his papers came into his nands. Among them 
he discovered the very agreement relating to the working of the 
Copper Mine,—deseribing it as situated in “ the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts, North America, ete.” The young man not knowing 
but that an immense fortune was here buried in the earth for 
him, undertook with his papers, a voyage to the U. States. He 
visited the Office of the Registry of Deeds in this city, to ascer- 
tain by ancient records the location and identity of the mine 
which was the object of his search. Upon inquiry concerning 
the matter being made in Topsfield a recollection of the old 
affair and person was awakened in the memory of an aged indi- 
vidual there. Suffice it to say, that traces of the two pits were 
discovered, almost obliterated by time. Whether the agreement 
was not still binding, or whether the young Englishman did not 
consider the object worth farther pursuit,—or whether he sold 
his right and title, we do not know. He shortly after left the 
country. Some enterprising individuals of late have purchased 
the “ lot,” and the digging of the ore is now going on with flat- 
tering prospects.— Observer. 

Salem Gazette, August 9, 1839. 


The Whigs of Topsfield held a meeting last Saturday evening, 
and chose Col. Nath’] Perley and William KE. Kimball, Esq. as 
delegates to attend the Convention at Worcester on the 11th inst. 

yalem Gazetle, September 10, 1839. 
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DIED. In Topsfield, very suddenly, Mr. BarrHotomew 
Conant, aged 66. He always sustained the character of an 
honest and upright man; was a good citizen, and much respect- 
ed by all with whom he was acquainted. Although called sud- 
denly to bid farewell to earthly scenes, yet, we trust, he was 
ready to depart. For several years he has been a professed 
Christian, and an ornament to the church of which he was a 
member. Kindness and meekness were in all his doings. 

Salem Gazette, September 24, 1839. 


Essex ss. To the Honorable Court of County Commission- 
ers, begun and holden at Newburyport within and for said 
county on the second Tuesday in October, A. D. 1839. 

The undersigned inhabitants of said County, respectfully 
represent that the high-way leading from Topsfield to Danvers 
and Salem, over Wenham causey, so called, is in parts thereof 
hilly, and in parts thereof greatly circuitous ; and that the pub- 
lic convenience and necessity require that a more easy, level 
and direct communication should be opened between said towns 
to Topsfield, Danvers and Salem, for the accommodation of the 
public travel in that direction. 

Wherefore they pray that after due proceedings had in the 
premises, that said highway beginning at the point where it in- 
tersects the road leading by the dwelling house of Benj. C. and 
David Perkins in Topstield, and terminating at a point in the 
highway in Wenham leading by the dwelling house of Warren 
Peabody, where the road recently laid out and established on 
the petition of John Porter and others meets said last named 
highway, may be made more level in the hilly parts and more 
direct in the circuitous parts thereof, by such alterations, red uc- 
tions, repairs and new locations between the termini aforesaid, 
as in the judgment of your Honor the public good requires, and 
as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray. 

Jacos P. Towne and others. 

The County Commissioners appointed a hearing at the Tops- 
field Hotel for Dec. 3rd, 1839, at 10 A. M. 


Salem Gazette, October, 22, 1839. 
Notice. 
The annual meeting of the Essex Teacher's Association will be 


held at Topsfield Academy on Friday and Saturday, the 29th and 
30th inst. 
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The following lectures may be expected, viz: 

On Friday forenoon, at half past 10 o'clock, by Rev. Mr. 
Truce of Lynn, upon the Nature and Utility of Logic. 

At half past 10 o’clock P. M. by Mr. Allen of Haverhill Aca- 
demy, upon English Grammar and Composition. 

At 3 o'clock by Mr. Weed, of Ipswich, upon Agriculture as a 
part of Common School Education. 

On Saturday, A. M. at 9 o'clock, a lecture by R. Rantoul, Jr. 
various subjects pertaining and the subject of education will be 
brought up for discussion by the Association. 

M. P. PantsH, Cor. Sec’y. 
Salem, Nov. 26th, 1839. 
Salem Gazette, November 26, 1889. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


Mr. Eprror,—By the last quarterly catalogue of this Insti- 
tution, it appears that the whole number of students the last 
term is eightyone. The winter term has lately commenced 
under the care of Asa Farwell, Esq., a gentleman of high liter- 
ary attainments, and an able and experienced Instructor ; and 
well qualified to teach in ald the various branches of an Enghsh 
and Classical education. Board in good families can be had for 
$2 per week, washing included. The present term will contin- 
ve i8 weeks. Tuition at the rate of $5 for 12 weeks; an extra 
price is required of those scholars who attend to Civil Engineer- 
ing, and the French and German languages. The trustees have 
made arrangements to havea course of lectures this term on 
Astronomy, Chemistry, Physiology, ete. illustrated by diagrams, 
preparations and models. These are to be given without addi- 
tional expense to all the members of the institution. It is 
believed these lectures will be an important improvement in 
illustrating the various subjects to which the minds of the 


students may be directed. The location of this institution is 


uncommonly pleasant—both in respect to its beautiful scenery 
and good influence. The opening of the Winter term of this 
Academy, under the existing favorable circumstances, offers a 
rare opportunity to those who wish to place their sons and 
daughters ina situation favorable to the cultivation of good 
habits, in respect to economy, industry and thorough scholar- 
ship. 
ous: Re 
Salem Gazette, December 20, 1839 
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{-eThe Rev. Jonn Prervont, of Boston, will deliver a Lecture 
before the Topsfield Atheneum Association, in Rev. Mr. 
McEwen’s Meeting House, on Tuespay Eventne, Jan. 21, at half 
past 6 o’clock.—Subject—His travels in Ephesus. Admittance 
free : 

Tops. A. Association. 
Salem Gazette, January 17, 1840. 


MR. EDJTOR.—Will you be so obliging as to give room to 
afew words concerning the concert of the Sarem Brass Banp, 
at Topsfield, on Wednesday, the 5th inst. I speak of the spirit 
of liberality manifested towards this association, by the young 
men in the vicinity of Topsfield. Sleigh load after sleigh load 
drove up, put their equipages in the shed and then came up to 
the outside of the meeting house, to hear and see. Most of the 
lower windows being filled with the faces of liberal minded 
souls looking in. There were about one hundred inside of the 
house, the entry was crowded, and allof three hundred outside 
supposed to be from some Navy Yard about there. The price 
of tickets was 25 cents; one liberal minded worthy suggested 
the propriety of putting them at 121-2 cts.- Children, half 
price, 61-4 ct! “No you don’t”. 

“The outside passengers” must be greatly obliged to the 
proprietors of the House for the use of the shed to put up in, 
while they were attending the Concert on the outside of the 
House. A communication in the Observer of Saturday the 8th 


Says “‘ we hope and trust the thinness of the house will be ex-. 


cused by the Band, when they consider the shortness of the 
notice and the coldness of the weather.” I have no doubt the 
Band will excuse it, also the thinness of those “outside passen- 
gers” who it is to be hoped will excuse the coldness of the wea- 
ther. 
M. H. 
Salem, Feb. 14, 1840. 
Salem Gazette, February 14, 1840. 


“Tops¥FiELD Goop Yet! The democrats carried their whole 

ticket for town officers in Topsfield.” 
Sulen Advertiser, of Wednesday. 

This is equally untrue with the Wenham and Danvers stores. 
That is, — there is not a word of truth init. The Whigs in 
Topsfield are stronger than they ever were before. Youn ¢ men 
who have never before taken part in policties are daily coming 
out in favor of Harrison, Reform and Free Labor; and their 
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example is followed by men who have heretofore avoided com- 
mitling themselves in favor of any party; and better still, by 
some, as we are informed, who always opposed Webster and 
Clay, but who are strong for Harrison. 

The Whig Moderator, Mr. Conant, was elected by more than 
fifty majority. With regard to the town officers, the Whigs 
were, as usual, liberal, and reelected Mr. Towne for Clerk, who 
is a very Suitable and respectable man for the office, having no 
other failing than suffering himself to be accounted a Van Bu- 
ren man. Four out of the five Selectmen are Whigs, all the 
Assessors are Whigs, and most of the other officers are Whigs. 

The Advertiser is very unfortunate in relying upon the false 
information given to it by its friends. 

Salem Gazette, March 18, 1840. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The Spring Term of this Institution will commence, Wednes- 
day, April 15th, and continue to the close of the Academic year 
in August. 

The school will be under the immediate care of the present 
principal, Mr. Asa Farwell, A. B. whose qualifications and suc- 
cess as an instructor in the various branches of an English and 
Classical Education, are regarded by the friends of the Institu- 
tion as a sure pledge of its future prosperity. 

The location of this academy is uncommonly favorable ; being 
in a pleasant and quiet village in the centre of Essex County, it 
affords peculiar advantages to those desirous of pursuing their 
studies, removed from noise and interruption ; and is in respect to 
Scenery, health and freedom from bad influences, one of the most 
eligible in New England. 

The course of instruction is designed to be thorough; and no 
pains will be spared in rendering efficient aid to all connected 
with the school, in the various branches to which they attend. 
The Principal will be assisted by competent instructors, and will 
devote particular attention to those Young Ladies and Gentle- 
men who are preparing to become teachers. Among other 
advantages, the pupils of the institution have the privilege of 
attending the Lectures delivered before the Athenaeum Associa- 
tion, by gentlemen from different towns and cities in the 
vicinity. i 

It is particularly desirable that scholars s!iould be present at 
the commencement of the term. Tuition for the English 
branches, $5 per quarter. Tuition for the Language, $6, Board 
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including washing and lights may be obtained in good families, 
near the Academy, for $2 per week. 

References—Rev. Mr. Coggin, Boxford—Rev. Mr. Mansfield, 
Wenham—Rey. Mr. Braman and Rev. Mr. Burden, Georgetown 
—Wnm. H. Foster, Esq. and Asahel Hungintton, Esq., Salem— 
Rey. M. P. Braman, Danvers—Ferdinand Andrews, Esq. and 
Gilbert Brownell, Esq. Boston. 

J. C. BaArcHELDER, Secretary. 

Topsfield, March 20. 

Salem Gazette, April 3, 1840. 


The Tenth semi-annual meeting of the Essmx Country Asso- 
CIATION, will be held at the Academy in Topsfield, on Friday 
and Saturday, the 22d and 23d inst. 

The following gentlemen are expected to lecture, viz. 

On Friday at 10 o’clock, A. M., Mr. C. H. Allen of Haverhill 
Academy, upon English Grammer and Composition. 

At half past 1 o’clock P. M. Mr. T. D. P. Stone, of the Female 
Seminary, Andover, on Reading. : 

At 3 o'clock P. M., Rev. L. Coleman, of the Andover Teacher’s 
Seminary. 

On Saturday, at 9 o’clock, a lecture by Hon. J. Spofford of 
Bradford. 

At half past 10 o’clock A. M. Rev. A. Tram, of Haverhill, will 
lecture. 

Various subjects of interest to those engaged in the education 
of youth, will be discussed by members of the Association. 

CHARLES NorTHEND, Sec’y. 

Danvers, May 19. 

Salem Gazette, May 19, 1840. 


INDEPENDENCE. 


The. Whig celebration, in this city, was,in every respect, all 
that could be desired. [A three column account follows]. The 
Manchester Light Infantry, the Topsfield Warren Blues, and 
the Boxford Washington Guards, are all beautiful companies 
and added greatly to the splendor of the escort. * * * To show 
the spirit by which the escort were animated we need only 
mention that the two companies from Boxford and ‘Topsfield 
were already formed on Danvers neck by jive o'clock in the 
morning. | 
Salem Gazette, July 7, 1840. 
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The Topsfield Warren Blues tender their thanks to the Salem 
Mechanic Light Infantry, and to the Whig citizens generally, 
for their kind and hospitable attentions, on the fourth of July. 

Salem Gazette, July 10, 1840. 


MARRIAGES. 


In Topsfield, Mr. Israzn Wiipzs to Miss Lyp1a ANN AVER- 
Inu. Mr.Mosres Witpres to Miss Saran Ann Apams. Mr. 
Ass BRADSTREET to Miss Nancy Funtzterton. Col. NATHANIEL 
Prruxry to Miss Exizaneta Warrr. Mr. Winiram RK. ApAMS 
to Miss Rerecca J. Hart. Mr. Francis Gourp to Miss 
CATHARINE B. Gountp. Myr. Frepreric Srines to Miss Soruia 
Prerxins—all of T'opsfield. 

Salem Gazette, July 10, 1840. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The annual Catalogue of this Institution has just been issued. 
The whole number of young gentlemen and ladies, was 104. 
During the fall term Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq. was the princi- 
pal; during the winter and summer terms it has been under the 
superintendance of Asa Farwell, Esq., a gentleman of high 
literary attainments, and well qualified to teach in all the vari- 
ous branches of an English and classical education. The 
Academy building is situated on an eminence in a beautiful vil- 
lage distinguished for the salubrity of its climate, the neatness 
of its dwellings, the beauty of its hills and valleys, and the 
purity of its atmosphere. The building is a large and airy 
edifice, two stories high, and well adapted to the purpose for 
which it was erected. The lower story contains the usual study 
room, and an apartment for the library and philosophical appa- 
ratus ; the upper story has a large hall and several recitation 
rooms. The beautiful location of the Academy, the mode of 
instruction which is designed to be such as to secure a thorough 
acquaintance with branches pursued, afford peculiar advantages 
to those who are desirous of pursuing their studies removed from 
noise and interruption ; and to those parents who wish to place 
their children where they will avoid temptations to which many 
schools are exposed. ‘The annual examination of this insti- 
tution occured on Tuesday the 11th. inst. We were especially 
pleased with the recitations of a class of young girls in 
Latin and Mathematics; the girls in this class were only 8 years 
of age. he improvement realized by this class showed that 
the teacher had spared no etfort in endeavoring to secure to them 
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such both intellectualand moral, as that tender age required. 
We were also well pleased with the recitations of the other stu- 
dents in Latin and Greek, in Political Economy, and in the 
higher branches of Mathematics. The compositions of the young 
ladies for maturity of thoughts beauty of imagination, and 
devotional feeling, exceeded our anticipations. The performances 
of the young gentlemen were highly creditable to themselves, 
and were considered as promises of usefulness by their friends. 
The valedictory address by Mr. Kilham of Boxford, was an able 
effort, and was listened to by all present with heartfelt delight. 
The whole exercises were interspersed with instrumental and 
vocal music ably performed under the direction of Mr. Allison 
H. Palmer, who is connected with the school, and by whom 
instruction in vocal and instrumental music is given. The 
pupils board in private families near the Academy at a moderate 
price, where every attention is paid to their health and happiness, 
The next term will commence on the first Wednesday of Sep- 
tember and continue 11 weeks. 

The public exercises were closed by an appropriate prayer by 
Rey. Mr. Mansfield of Wenham. 

VERITAS. 
August 13, 1840. 
Salem Gazette, August 21, 1840. 


MILITARY. 


A meeting of the Field Officers of the Fourth Brigade, (Essex 
County) is to be held at Topsfield, on the 4th of September next, 
for the choice of a Brigadier General, under the new organiza- 


tion of the volunteer Militia. 
Salem Gazette, August 28, 1840. 


MILITARY. 


On Friday last, Col. Nathaniel Perley, of Topsfield, of the 
7th regiment, was elected Brigadier General of the 4th Brigade 
2d division Volunteer Militia comprising Essex County. 

Salem Gazette, September 8, 1840. 


[At the great Whig gathering at Bunker Hill on Sept. 10th 
the Topsfield delegation carried a banner described as follows :] 
Device.—Sub-Treasury, with head, legs, and tail of a cow; with 
Amos’ children (office holders) frightened from the teats by the 
sound of Whig cannon. In the distance the Whig flag of victory 
is seen waving amidst clouds of smoke from the Artillery. 
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Motto.— “ Amos’ children (office holders) frightened from 
their pap.” On the reverse, “Retrenchment and Punishment.” 
‘No duty and full pay for the Commodore.—100 lashes for the 
Sailor.” 

Salem Gazette, September 11, 1840. 


MILITARY. 


The 7th Regiment of Light Infantry, commanded by Col. 
Horace 8. Bradley, together with the other troops in the north 
part of the Fourth Brigade, will parade at Topsfield, on the 8th 
of October, and be reviewed by Brig. Gen. Perley. 

The 4th Brigade staff is organized by the appointment of 
Nathaniel Conant, of Topsfield, as Brigade Major and Inspec- 
tor; George T. Clark, of Andover, Brigade Quarter Master, 
Daniel Richards of Danvers, Aid de Camp. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 25, 1840. 


EssEx County TEsacueErs’ ASSOCIATION. 


The eleventh Annual Meeting of this Association will be held 
at the Academy building in Topsfield, on I riday and Saturday, 
the 16th and 17th days of October. Lectures on subjects inti- 
mately connected with school instruction will be delivered b 
the Rev. Mr. Zrain, of Haverhill,—by the Hon. David Choate, 
of Essex,—by Mr. JVells, of the Teachers’ Seminary in Andover, 
—by the Rev. Alonzo Gray, of Andover,—and by Benjamin 
Greenleaf, Esq. Principal of Bradford Acadeiny. At a recent 
meeting of the officers of the above Association, the following 
resolve was passed: 

fesolved, that the School Committees of the several towns in 
the County be respectfully requested to urge upon the teachers 
of their Schools the importance of attending the meetings of the 
Association and allow them the requisite time for doing the same. 

Salem G'azette, October 13, 1840. 


LOPSFIELD. 


There will be a Political Address delivered before the Whigs 
of Topsfield, on THURSDAY EVENING by J. C. Prrxrys 
Esq. of Salem. 

Salem Gazette, October 27, 1840. 


TOPSFIELD, 


A political Address will be delivered on THURSDAY EVEN- 
ING next, by Jonatruan C. Perkins, Msq., of Salem, at Rev. 
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Mr. McEwen’s Meeting house, at 6 1-2 o’clock. Citizens generally 


are invited to attend. 
Salem Gazette, November 3, 1840. 


In the Nov. 13, 1840, issue of the Salem Gazette, is printed a 
list of the officers of the Essex County Teacher’s Association, 
among whom were Joseph C. Batchelder, Topsfield, Librarian 
and Cabinet Keeper, and Asa Farwell, Topsfield, Councillor. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. The winter term in this institu- 
tion, will commence on the first Wednesday of December. 
Instruction will be given as heretofore, to pupils of both sexes 
in the different branches of study comprized ina complete Eng- 
lish and Classical education. 

References to Gen. Nathaniel Perley, William Munday, Hsq., 
and Rev. Jas. McEwen. 


Topsfield, Nov. 13. 
Salem Gazette, November 20, 1840. 


[In the return of votes for President, in the County of Hssex, 
108 were cast for the abolition candidate of which 19 were in 


Topsfield. ] 
Salem Gazette, November 20, 1840. 


TorsFiELD, Nov. 21, 1840. 


Mr. Editor—Dear Sir—I saw it stated in your paper of yes- 
terday, that nineteen votes were cast in this town for the 
Abolition Ticket. This is a mistake, and I hope you will correet 
it, that the impression may not go abroad that we have nineteen 
voters in this town who are so infatuated as to go hand in hand 
with that political party. There was but one amalgamation 


ticket cast in this town. he Be 
Salem Gazette, November 26, 1840. 


HUMANITY. 


A gentleman with a pung and two horses, from Topsfield, was 
driving down Essex St. last Saturday afternoon, and ran on a 
lady, rising eighty years of age and quite deaf, knocked her 
down, broke her collarbone, and otherwise injured her. People 
passing immediately ran to her rescue and drew her from under 
the horses’ feet. The said gentleman did not get out of his 
sleigh, but. merely as a matter of favor stopped his horses long 
enough for the old lady to be drawn from under them. Should 
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this meet the eye of this pink of humanity, he is informed that 
unless he should in the course of this week call upon the injured 
person, who is very poor, and make her condition as comfortable 
as circumstances will permit, he may expect to be called on in 
amore formal way. Should the person who committed this 
outrage say in excuse that he does not know where the injured 
person lives, all he has to do is to inquire in the neighborhood 
where the act was committed, and in ease his memory does not 
serve him to know the place, he can call on the printer, who 
will give him the necessary information, also the name of the 
writer of this piece, if required. M. 
Salem Gazette, December 22, 1840, 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. This School is now open for the 
reception of young Ladies and Gentlemen, W. F. Kent, Princi- 
pal. Instruction will be given in all the branches of an English 
and Classical Education. 

References-—-Gen. N. Perley, Rev. Messrs. McEwen, and 
Griffin, Topsfield; Rev. Mr. Coggin, of Boxford; Rev. Mr. 
Mansfield, Wenham ; Rev. Mr. Braman, Georgetown; Col. Jesse 
Putnam and J. W. Proctor, Esq., Danvers; A. Huntington, Esq. 
and Col. H. Whipple, Salem; S. B. Ives and G. Brownell, Esq. 
of Boston. 

Dec. 15, 1840. 
Salem Gazette, December 25, 1840. 


Richarp Puipurps, Jr., of Topsfield, has been appointed by 
the Governor and Council, one of the Coroners for the county of 
Essex. 


Salem Gazette, Mar. 19, 1841. 
NEW ARRANGEMENT. 


HAVERHILL AND Concorp STacE 
[Woodecnt of stage coach] 


The Haverhill and Concord Stage, on and after this day, will 
leave Salem, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8 o’clock 
A. M., or soon after the arrival of the cars from Boston and 
Marblehead. 

This stage intersects with the line for Derry and Manchester, 
N. H. at Haverhill. 

Seats taken in Salem at the Essex House. 

J. PINKHAM. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 8, 1841. 
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ESSEX COUNTY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


(The Eleventh Semi-annual Meeting of the “ Essex County 
Teachers’ Association,’’ will be held at Topsfield Academy, on 
Friday, the 30th inst. and the day following. 

On Friday, lectures may be expected from Rev. C. C. Szewaun 
of Danvers; Rev. E. A. Lawrence of Haverhill; Mr. T. D. P. 
Srons of Andover Female Seminary, and Rev. G. B. Perry of 
Bradford. 

On Saturday, from Rev. A. Firz of Ipswich, and THomas B. 
West, Esq. of Beverly Academy. 

The first Lecture will be at 10 o’clock, Friday, A. M. 

Teachers and the friends of Education generally, are respect- 
fully invited to attend. 

CHARLES NORTHEND, Sec. 
Danvers, Apri] 27, 1841. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 27, 1841. 


(as Witisam FE. Kimspatt, Esq. has been appointed postmaster 
of Topsfield, in place of Epwarp Hoop, Esq. 
Salem Gazette, May 4, 1841. 


[Sylvester Cummings, guardian of Samuel Hood, jr. (a person 
non compos mentis) of Topsfield, married, petitioned the Pro- 
bate Court for authority to sell certain real estate located in 


Topsfield and Middleton. ] 
Salem Gazette, May 4, 1841. 


FOR THE SALEM GAZETTE. 

At a meeting of the Essex County Teachers’ Association, held 
in Topsfield Jast week, immediately after the first lecture, by 
Mr. Stone, of Andover, the following vote was passed, moved by 
Mr. Putnam of Salem, and seconded by Mr. Stone, of Andover. 

Voted, “ That the association immediately adjourn to a private 
room in the Hotel, for the purpose of free discussion among our- 
selves, and that all those who consider themselves members, and 
ladies that are teachers, be invited to be present.”’ 

The policy of such a vote may justly be questioned. In the 
public notice of the meeting of the association, 

«“ Teachers and the friends of Education generally are respect- 
fully invited to attend.” 

Similar invitations have been uniformly given in previous no- 
tices of meetings, and the people of Topstield and neighborhood 
have improved the opportunity of listening to the lectures and 
discussions which have been had. 
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I, for one, have been entertained and instructed, and attended 


_ this time under this general invitation, and it was matter of re- 
- gret to be thus unexpectedly deprived of the privilege of hearing 


the discussions, which are thought by many to be as interesting 


as the lectures. They lay open and explain the subject of the 


lecture more fully, and elicit additional remarks from the lec- 
turer. 

The audience have generally heretofore been invited to take a 
part in these discussions, and I have now and then myself 
thrown in a remark. I have always had great respect for the 
association, have aided and assisted, in various ways, in promot- 
ing the objects of the association. J think these meetings of 
teachers very profitable to themselves and the public, and should 
much regret that anything should be done, which would go to 
lessen their usefulness or popularity. 

Again, the idea of adjourning to a private room, and inviting 
female teachers, might not suit the tastes of all classes, and in 
such a hasty vote I presume the association has not maturely 
considered the bearing of such a movement. I presume they 
did not have many ladies attend their discussions in private 
apartments. 

The only reason I heard given, was that they did not want all 
their “little peccadillos made public.” But it is no matter how 
many faults are made known, if they are willing to correct them ; 
besides, their perfections, which we are willing to.much more 
abound, would be as much kept from the public as their imper- 
fections. : 

Considering myself a friend of education, and to the associa- 
tion, I have been induced to make these remarks for the consid- 
eration of all concerned. 

Topsfield, May 6, 1841. 

Salem Gazette, May 14, 1841. 


NOTICE. 


MR. JOHNSON, of Boston, a reformed inebriate, will lecture 
on Temperance, in the Methodist meeting house, in Topsfield, 
TOMORROW EVENING, at 7 1-2 o’clock. He will also lec- 
ture in the Old Meeting House, on Sabbath evening. He will 
relate the experiences of 18 years of extreme drunkenness, and 
the sufferings of himself and his family, during that period. 

Topsfield, May 14. 

Salem Gazette, May 14, 1841. 
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TOPSFIELD HOTEL. 


FOR SALE OR TO BE LET. For sale or to be let that 
spacious House, situated on the Newburyport Turnpike, known 
as the Topsfield Hotel. It is situated on the main road from 
Boston, 21 miles; from Salem 9 miles; from Haverhill, 12 1-2, 
and from Newburyport 12 miles. 

The House is elevated, and is one of the pleasantest situations 
for a summer residence that can be found, being very airy. The 
House is three stories high, has a fine hall, and was built ex- 
pressly for a Public House. Adjoining is a large Stable, suffi- 
cient to accomodate 50 or 60 horses over night—together with 
large Wood Sheds and other out buildings. There are about 
three acres of first rate Land, on which is about 100 grafted 
Fruit Trees of selected fruit. One of the finest wells of water, 
together with an aqueduct that never fails of water. 

Any person desirous of a Public House, will find the above 
one of the finest in the country. 

For further information apply to SOLOMON WILDES or 
MOSES WILDES, No. 11 Elm street, Boston. 

N.B. The above Hotel is well calculated for Boarders, and 
in the summer months has been filled with the same. Posses- 
sion will be given immediately, as the House is now vacated. 

Topsfield, June 1, 1841. 

Salem Gazette, June 1, 1841. 


TOPSFIELD. 


There is to be a celebration on Monday in Topsfield, upon 
temperance principles. A procession will be formed, and an 
address delivered by MR. KENT, Preceptor of the Academy, 
after which the company will partake of a dinner. 

Salem Gazette, July 2, 1841. 


Wednesday afternoon. It had been preceded by intense heat 
on that day and Tuesday. About 2 o’clock, there were indica- 
tions of the gradual approach of a thunder shower ; but the tem- 
pest, which burst upon us, soon after three o’clock, proceeded 
from a lower stratum of clouds, which travelled with a degree of 
swiftness rarely witnessed. Volumes of dust, leaves, branches, 
and every other light article exposed to its power, instantly filled 
the air. Many large trees were broken off, others were torn up 
by the roots, and numerous barns, and other buildings present- 
ing a large surface and of light frames, were overthrown. ‘The 
first blast was almost instantly followed by torrents of rain, with 
heavy thunder. 
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In Topsfield there was a perfect tornado, a sort of young ty- 
phoon. In the south part of the town several barns were blown 
down. One, belonging to a Mr. Gifford, was demolished while 
he and his two sons were in it. Mr. G. was severely hurt, and 
one of the sons was injured by a blow upon his head from a fall- 
ing timber. Some of the hail stones which fell in Topsfield in 
the afternoon measured, we are informed, six and a half inches 
in circumference. Much of the glass in the west and southwest 
parts of the houses upon and near the Hill was broken. In the 
Valley the damage to the glass was slight, as the wind has sub- 
sided in that quarter before the hail fell. They had another 
thunder shower in the evening, when hail stones fell, some of 
which measured four and a half inches in circumference. 

A large number of fruit trees were blown down, and many 
fields of corn and potatoes were seriously injured by the hail in 
the several places over which the storm passed. On the road 
from Topsfield to Danvers Plains, trees were prostrated in great 
numbers. A sound oak, a foot in diameter, was literally twisted 
off a short distance from the ground, and the bark peeled almost 


entirely from the trunk. 
Salem Gazette, July 2, 1841. 


INDEPENDENCE IN TopsFIELD. The anniversary of independ- 
ence was celebrated at Topsfield in a very agreeable manner. A 
procession of gentlemen was formed near the Academy, and 
moved under the direction of Joel Lake, Esq., chief marshal, to 
the mectinghouse, where they were joined by the ladies and 
children, and thence proceeded to a grove near the village. An 
eloquent oration was delivered by William F. Kent, Esq., and 
after the oration the company partook of an excellent repast, 
prepared by the ladies of Topsfield. Maj. Nathaniel Conant was 
president of the day, assisted, at the table, by C. A. Holmes, and 
John Wright, Esqs. In the afternoon, the children of the Cold 
Water Army were addressed by Rey. J. Humphrey Avery, of 
Danvers. 

Salem Gazette, July 13, 1841. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The fall term of this institution will commence WEDNES- 
DAY, Aug. 18th. The School will be under the care of the 
former Principal, Mr. Asa Farweur, A. B., in whose qualifica- 
tions and success as an instructor of youth, the friends of the 
Institution have the fullest contidence. 
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Particular attention will be devoted to those who are prepar- 
ing to become Teachers ; and no efforts will be spared on the part 
of the Principal in endeavoring to give perfect satisfaction to all 
who may patronize the School. 

Tuition in the English Branches, $5, per quarter, 
i Languages, $6, do. 

Board in respectable families near the Academy may be had 
on reasonable terms. ; 
B. P. ADAMS, 
Topsfield, July 30. ; Secretary. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 3, 1841. 


MILITARY. 


A grand military exhibition is expected in this city to-day, 
when 20 companies, being all the independent corps in the county, 
excepting the Cadets, will be assembled on the common, under 
command of Brig. Gen. Sutton. 

The Topsfield, Boxford and Bradford companies marched into 
town yesterday afternoon, and pitched their tents on the com- 
mon. They were accompanied by the Methuen and Haverhill 
Bands. 

Salem Gazetie, Sept. 17, 1841. 


MILITARY. 


The Parade of Gen. Sutton’s Brigade took place on Friday 
last, on Salem Common. 


* * * * 


The Topsfield, Boxford and Bradford companies remained in 
their encampments during Friday night, and left for home on 
Saturday. The Topsfield and Boxford companies visited the 
Museum on Saturday morning. The Boxford Guards paraded 
in a very neat and comfortable undress uniform, on Friday even- 
ing, and attracted much notice by their unique appearance. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 21, 1841. 


At a meeting of the Topsfield Warren Blues held at their Ar- 
mory, Sept. 18th, the following votes were passed :— 

Voted, That the thanks of this corps be tendered to the Salem 
Tight Infantry for the generous invitation extended to us of vis- 
iting the East India Marine Museum. 
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Voted, That the thanks of this Company be presented to the 
Salem Mechanic Light Infantry, for their generosity in proffer- 
ing to us the use of their Armory, on the evening of the 17th 
inst., and also for refreshments on the same occasion. 

A. SP PEABODY, 
Clerk. 


Topsfield, Sept. 21, 1841. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 21, 1841. 


A CARD. 


ARMORY OF THE Boxrorp WASHINGTON 
Guarps, Saturday Evening, Sept. 18. 


Voted, That the thanks of the Company be presented to the 
Officers of the’ Topsfield Warren Blues for refreshments received 
of them on our late canpaign, at the Village Hotel, in Topsneld, 
on Thursday and Saturday, Sept. 16th and 18th. 

JAMES NEASON, 
Clerk of the B. W. G. 

Boxford, Sept. 21, 1841. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 21, 1841. 


TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION. 


The twelfth annual meeting of the Essex County Teachers 
association will be held at the Academy in Topsfield on Friday 
and Saturday 15th and 16th inst. 

The exercises will commence on I’riday, at 10 o’clock A. M., 
with a lecture by Rev. G. B. Perry of Bradford. 

On Saturday, A. M., Cornelius Walker, Esq., and Hon. Horace 
Mann, of Boston, will lecture before the ‘Association. 

Arrangements have been made by which the annual meeting 
of the “ Common School Convention ” for Essex County will be 
held at the same place on Friday. This meeting will be organ- 
ized at 11 1-2 o’clock, A. M., under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Board of Education, who will deliver an address at 2 
o’clock P.M. The remainder of the afternoon and evening will 
be occupied by the discussion of subjects of interest to the friends 
of popular education. 

CHARLES NORTHEND, Sec’y of Co. Asso. 


Salem, Oct. 5, 1841. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 5, 1841. 


a Sen SR a 












































| sant vit ie guiaeve ¢ od “to aaa : nade hk 
) reali MOLABIDO onan et nO wren flax 
YaOaA ag GG all pe 


tas! v 


LSSE FS Ayo siiowo) wenle | 


» “oTeutHea WT anorKok Bare. %O * veoh 
Ut er Agee Qahirovil % prsanbi OK Ue) erat at 


ailt of hetasaeig od eraqa — ult to uitinds ould tod dob 
avinoa? at cern deartot pa nll eovns HF bipiteg Y t ord to 
rbistacol af totolt saalit¥ ordi & ie yegingaco ots! 10 20 med 
d4BL | abe AxOL see (abate? rr aaa 

Aes se vA. BOWL AT ts i | 

ait toatl). 
- Ra ae. Jqo8 Brot . 


oe ame | ee re es a Ce € .¥ 
Oe hey Roe SUG) Season 
- 


MOTTAINOG BA emeTIOAST 


eiononel yrawoo xoaa ass to ashi helen Sr fis ldtawa on 
vebind oo bloheqa'l at ysabook ant @ +6 islod od Siw aottel 
teas Od bas iat i yebauiee fy 

Mw A doolo'o OF ta t abies go sree OOD Li W Bom i979 Ke a 1s ly a 

hrothartl to yt A 4 01 yd gittoal ed 1h 

eonwoll coll bas ,.pail salleW agifease GM A. yehweed a0 

? moitsiooeeA odd eroted emiagl Miw .codeot. ee 

sijosnt Ievaae odd. loi dlr vd sbewt saad ovad acetone 

a Lite yanno xoeeL. 4ol " seidaovne) sovsde® “gomimel 


y 


~aegto, od. Ute epeablie gary chi ne gem pais ls 


‘i 
eo 
Ey 


O tg eeorhhe £ in servile “4 yea otlw tae oh a ry Davo 
ibe r yaine 49 heb noonTeds ont be leven oD whl 


120 NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


(The Essex County Education Convention is held at Tops- 
field this forenoon. We trust it will escape the imputation, 
which it has deserved at some former times, of being the least 
well attended of all the series of County Conventions in this 
State. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 15, 1841. 


TEACHERS’ MEETING. 


The annual meeting of the “ Essex County Teachers’ Associa- 
tion’ was held at Topsfield on Friday and Saturday of last 
week, and on the former day the annual “Common School Con- 
vention ”’ for the County, was held. These meetings were well 
attended, and the exercises were highly interesting, appropriate 
and instructive. 

On Friday, A. M., Rev. Mr. Perry, of Bradford, gave an inter- 
esting lecture on the best means of preventing profaneness and 
imworality of pupils. Mr. Perry has for many years taken an 
active part in every movement whose object was the improve- 
ment of our schools or the general diffusion of knowledge, and 
probably no man in the county has labored more zealously or 
successfully. His remarks are always of that common sense, 
practical nature which are well and profitably received. 

After listening to the Jecture of Mr. Perry, the Association 
adjourned till Saturday morning, in order that the ‘Common 
School Convention’ might be organized, which was done by the 
appointment of Rev. Lyman Coleman, of Andover, Chairman, 
and Edwin Josselyn, Esq., of Salem, Secretary. 

In the afternoon, the Convention was addressed by Hon. 
Horace Mann, Secretary of the Board of Education. It would 
be in vain to attempt a description of this address. Like all 
former performances of the kind which we have listened to from 
this gentleman, this was characterized by a vividness and healthy 
expression, force and clearness of thought, and soul-stirring 
effect, that can only be properly estimated by an actual hearer. 
Mr. Mann brings his whole soul to the great work in which he 
is engaged, and by his untiring industry and devotion he per- 
forms an almost incredible amount of labor—and we think that 
to his efforts many a child is indebted for the great improve- 
ments which have been made in the convenience, pleasantness 
and comfort of school rooms. Mr. M.’s address was followed by 
animated ind interesting discussions. 

On Saturday, the exercises before the Teachers’ Association 
were lectures from Cornelius Walker, Esq., of Boston, and from 
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Hon. H. Mann, the former on reading and the latter on spelling. 
Neither time nor space would allow a synopsis of these lectures. 
Suffice it to say that they were listened to with much interest by 
the audience. 

The attendance throughout these meetings was very respect- 
able, aud on no occasion have we seen a collection of female 
teachers so large, and apparently so intelligent, and of this num- 
ber Salem could claim a very fair proportion. 

The Essex County Teachers’ Association has been in existence 
twelve years, and we rejoice in its brightening prospects of use- 
fulness, and we hope to see the day when meetings lke these, 
for the improvement of our schools and teachers, shall excite at 
least as much interest in our community as do our ‘ Mechanic 
Fairs,’ ‘Cattle Shows,’ and other conventions or associations. 
And when we see such men as the Hon. Messrs. Phillips and 
Mann contributing their influence, as on this occasion, to encour- 
age and sustain teachers’ associations, we may well think that a 
“better day is dawning.” 

N 


Salem Gazette, Oct. 19, 1841, 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. The winter term of this Institu- 
tion will commence on Wednesday, December ist, and continue 
17 weeks.—The School will be under the charge of Mr. Epmunp 
¥, Srarrer, A. B., whose qualifications and experience in teach- 
ing may be regarded as a pledge, that a thorough and efficient 
course of instruction will be pursued, and that none will be dis- 
appointed who may place their children under his care. 

Tuition in the English Branches $5 per quarter 
44 « Languages $6 « H 

Board in respectable families, near the Academy, may be had 
for $1.50 to $2.00 per week. 

B. P. Apams, Secretary. . 

Topsfield, Nov. 12. 

Salem Gazette, Nov. 16, 1841. 


Topsfield.— RicHARD Puituips, jr., Esq., has been appointed 


Postmaster of Topsfield. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 14, 1841. 


Seventy-nine persons signed a call for a State convention of 
dealers and manufacturers engaged in the boot, shoe, and leather 
business to consider impending changes in the tariff on leather 
fabrics. Among them were Richard Phillips and Charles Her- 
rick of 'Topsticld. | 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 18, 1842. 
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ToPpsFIELD, Feb. 24, 1842. 


Mr, Editor,—At a meeting of the Manufacturers and Opera- 
tives of Topsfield, engaged in the Shoe and Leather business, 
holden at the Centre School Room, on Wednesday evening, Ieb. 
23, 1842, for the purpose of selecting a list of Delegates to the 
Convention to assemble at Boston, on Wednesday the second day 
of March next. 

The meeting was called to order by R. Phillips, Jr., and Nath. 
Conant was chosen Chairmain, and H. D. Merriam, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen were selected to cooperate with their 
friends in the trade from other parts of the State. 


Erastus Clark, G. Hubbard, 
Charles Herrick, Benj. Kimball, 
R. Phillips, Jr., John Wright, 
Zaccheus Gould, J. L. Gould, 
Josiah Bradstreet, H. A. Merriam, 
Joel Lake, Humphrey Balch, 
Wm. G. Lake, E. 8. Bixby, 
Nath. Conant, E. G. Town, 
Eben. Eastman, B. C. Perkins, 
Samuel Janes, E. Lake, Jr., 

R. Phillips, L. H. Gould, 

B. P. Adams, Thos. Gould, 
Nath. Perkins, Jr., L. K. Chapman, 
T. L. Lane, Adam Wellman, 
Fred. Stiles, ds Ft. Coll, 

A. 8. Peabody, Andrews Gould, 


Amos Perkins, Jr. 
Voted, That a committee be chosen to procure statistics rela- 


tive to the trade in this town. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 25, 1842. 


BankRuPT Arriicants, IN Essex County. 


Topsfield—Joseph W. Batchelder, Joel Lake, Silas Lake, Wm. 
C. Lake, Isaiah M. Small, 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 1, 1842. 


Applications for Bankruptcy, in Essex County. 
Topsfield,—Thomas Averill, Abraham Balch, Samuel Janes, 
John Perley. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 29, 1842. 
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Diep. In Rumford, Maine, on the 21st inst., Rev. Dante 
Gouxp, in the 90th year of his age. He was born at Topsfield, 
Mass., in 1752, and has relatives now living there. He was pur- 
suing his studies, at “Dummer Academy,” in Newbury, at the 
commencement of the Revolutionary war. But he, obeying the 
call of his country, went into its service at the commencement 
and continued there nearly two years. He and his brother Sam- 
uel were in a company of Guards under Maj. Gen. Lee. Upon 
leaving, he completed his studies at Harvard University, 1n 
Cambridge, where he was graduated in the year 1782. He then 
commenced the study of Divinity, and has, for the most of the 


time since, been a Minister of the gospel. 
Salem Gazetie, May 31, 1842. 


iS About $175 were collected at the Fair, held by the ladies 
of Topsfield, on the 4th inst., for the purpose of raising funds to 
defray the expense of dressing a new church, to be erected the 
present season by the Congregational Society. 
Salem Gazette, July 12, 1842. 


Dirp. In Irondequoit, N. Y., on Saturday afternoon, 30th 
ult. Dea. Samurt Brapstrrent, formerly of Topsfield, Mass., 
aged 52. He dropped down in a fit near the door of his dwell- 
ing and immediately expired. He was in the enjoyment of his 
usual good health, but thus, in a moment, struck down and his 
early carecr terminated, 

Salem Gazette, Aug. 23, 1842. 


Diep. In Topsfield, 12th inst. Mr. Winnz1am P. Cummines, 
aged 24. Seldom is it that the grave closes over the remains of 
one more deeply lamented thau the object of this obituary notice. 
Attached to this world by every tie that can render it dear, and 
at an age when ardent and cherished hopes held out every pros- 
pect of a long and happy life, he was suddenly called, after a 
short and painful illness of one week, to take a last farewell of 


earthly friends, and go and dwell with the blessed spirits above. 


Salem Gazeite, August 26, 1842. 


Trae Brigape Review at Lynn yesterday, but for the unpro- 
pitious weather, would have been one of the most beautiful pa- 


yades ever had in this quarter, * * * Some of the compan- 


ies remained on the field last night, but the Topsfield Warren 
Blues passed through this city, on their way home this morning. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 16, 1842. 
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Accipent tn TopsFieLtp. On Saturday last, a carpenter, by 
the name of Briant, was seriously injured by a fall from the 
staging at the eaves of the new meeting house, in Topsfield. 
One of the boards of the staging was of insufficient strength, and 
broke with his weight when he stepped upon it. 

Salem Gazette, Sept. 20, 1842. 


A CARD. 


The Topsfield Warren Blues tender their thanks to the officers 
and members of the Lynn Rifle Corps for a sumptuous collation, 
of which they were cordially welcomed to partake, on the even- 
ing of the 14th. Also, to the citizens of Lynn for their kind- 
ness in providing lodgings, &c., for us while there. 

Also, to the citizens of Danvers Plains, for a collation on their 
return. 

Also, to the Manchester Brass Band, for their services and 
disposition to please during their campaign. 

A. PERKINS, Jr., Clerk pro tem. 
Topsfield, Sept. 20, 1842. | 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 23, 1842. 


Diep. In Topsfield, 22 inst., Mr. Josnua Towns, aged 87, a 
soldier of the Revolution. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 27, 1842. 


Dirp. In Topsfield, on Saturday afternoon, after a long and 
distressing illness, Mr, Witt1Am Preston Dopexr, aged 32. 

In the death of this worthy man, his family and the commun- 
ity in which he lived have sustained an irreparable loss. With 
a disposition uniformly mild, amiable and conciliating, and 
which prompted to unwearied diligence in “doing good,” and 
with a character distinguished for all those graces which adorn 
the life of a christian, Mr. Dodge not only enjoyed the confidence 
of his associates, but contributed in no small degree to their hap- 
piness. ‘To all who have enjoyed his society his memory will be 
precious ;—and, while they experience a high sense of satisfac- 





tion in reflecting upon the goodness of his character, may they. 


fee] disposed to follow in his footsteps, and to emulate his vir- 
tues. 

The numerous circle of relatives and friends who are mourn- 
ing this afflicting and mysterious dispensation of Providence, 
may find much consolation in the promises which the Gospel so 
richly affords. They mourn not as those without hope ;—for 
while they remember the life of faithful piety which character- 
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ized the departed, they will rejoice in the assurance, that he is 
now removed from the sources of all his former afflictions, to 
that world where 
« Sickness and sorrow, pain and death 
Are felt and feared no more.’’—Com. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 11, 1842. 


[Asa Pingree of Topsfield was nominated as a candidate for 
Senator, at a Locofoco Convention held at Ipswich on Oct. 12, 
1842. ] 

Salem Gazette, October 14, 1842. 


Fire in Torsrietp. We learn from acorrespondent in Tops- 
field, that the dwelling house of Mr. Cyrus Webster caught fire 
on Sunday night last, but by the prompt and energetic exertions of 
Mr. Samuel Janes, and other neighbors, the flames were arrested 
and the house saved, with a loss of about fifty dollars damage. 
Had the fire been discovered five minutes later, the house, barn, 
sheds, &c., must have been destroyed, and the new meeting 
house, which is in progress of erection, and other buildings in 
this vicinity, would have been in imminent danger as the wind 
blew strong from the Northwest. 

Salem Register, Oct. 20, 1842. 


Diep. In Boston, on the 22d ult. at the residence of her son- 
in-law (Mr. Brownell), where she had gone in feeble health to 
spend the months of the coming winter, Mrs. Rurx B. Emnur- 
son, widow of the late Mr. Billy Emerson, of Topsfield, at the 
advanced age of 75 years. In recording this brief memento to 
departed worth, it may justly be said, she served her generation 
by the will of God, and fell asleep, and has left a numerous 
circle of relatives in tears. Various were the relations she sus- 
tained in life and sedulously did she discharge the obligations 
consequent on those relations. The poor have lost a ready 
friend, the benevolent enterprises of the day a cheerful patron, 
the cominunity a worthy citizen, and the church of God an hon- 
ored member. Her life being eminently righteous, her death, as 
might be expected, was peaceful as the setting sun. 

Servant of God, farewell! farewell ! 

Thy battle’s fought, thy prize is won ; 

This be our consolation—all is well.—[Com. ] 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 1, 1842. 


Diep. In Topsfield, Mrs. Trena Huppanrn, wife of Mr. Hum- 
phrey A. Hubbard, aged about 40 years. This is a new aflliction 
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in that series by which Mr. Hubbard’s family has been recently 
visited in quick succession.—Last August in the space of one 
week, three promising children, all he had, were laid in the 
grave. Ina few days, Mrs. Averill, the mother of Mrs. Hubbard, 
followed. ‘The health of Mrs. Hubbard has ever been delicate, 
but now commenced a gradual decline which terminated her life. 

She was naturally of an amiable, retiring disposition and anx- 
ious to deserve the respect and esteem of her acquaintance. But 
in her domestic relations, her excellence was more peculiarly 
developed. Few mothers were more affectionate and devoted, 
few wives more kind and attentive. Her delight was in her 
home, her happiness in the welfare of her family. Her death 
has made that home desolate. But ber husband, though bereft 
of children and wife, is not compelled to sorrow as those who 
have no hope. His departed companion had for many years 
been a member of the church of Christ and there is reason to 
believe, a humble follower of the Redeemer. Her recent trials 
served to prepare her for death, and they may also have served 
to hasten the event. She rests, we trust, where sickness never 
invades ; tears are never shed ; and parting sighs are never ut- 
tered. 

Salem Gazette, Nov. 29, 1842. 


Concert In Tops¥Fietp. We have seen the programme of a 
Concert of Sacred Music to be given in Topsfield on Wednesday 
evening, 22d inst. The selections are from many of the best 
authors, and from what we know of the abilities of some of the 
performers we do not hesitate to assure our Topsfield friends 
that a rich treat is in store for them. The Concert is to be under 
the direction of Messrs. Moses Sears and Wm. Rk. Hubbard. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 21, 1845. 


Depication. The new Meeting House recently erected by 
the Congregational Parish, in Topsfield, will be dedicated on 
Wednesday, 22d inst. Sermon by Rev. Mr. M*Loud, the Pastor. 
Services to commence at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 21, 1843. 


DEDICATION IN TOPSFIELD. 


The new meeting house recently erected by the Congregational 
parish in Topsfield was dedicated on Wednesday last. The 
services, which were highly interesting and impressive, were as 
follows; 
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Anthem—“ Glory be to God on high.” Invocation, and Read- 
ing of Scriptures, by Rev. Mr. Coggin, of Boxford. 

Anthem——“'The Great Jehovah is our awful theme.” 

Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Fitz, of Ipswich. 

Original Hymn. 
Sermon, by Rev. Mr. McLoud, pastor of the church. 
Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Braman, Georgetown. 
Original Hymn. Doxology. Benediction. 

The sermon was from 95th Psalm, 6th and 7th verses. The 
preacher delineated in a forcible manner the duty of a regular 
and conscientious attendance upon the public social worship of 
God, and portrayed some of the many moral and spiritual privi- 
ledges and advantages which those are sure to realize who go up 
to the House of the Lord in company, and who are careful to 
discharge the obligations, which attach to every community, to 
maintain public worship and to give at least one day in the 
week to the assembling themselves together, 

“To hear of Jesus and of Heaven.” 

One remark of the preacher, however well it may apply to his 
own parish, would not be less opportune in many other churches. 
The hint so pointedly conveyed might be observed with prot by 
the members of other congregations than those widely scattered 
over country towns. He said that im the old house the atten- 
dance had been generally good, nevertheless there were always 
some spare seats, in which many more worshippers could be 
accommodated. He hoped it would not be so in future, but 
that in respect to the attendance of the people of the parish, 
“the glory of this latter house would exceed that of the former.” 

The discourse was a plain, practical, common sense produc- 
tion, creditable to both the head and heart of the preacher. 
If it be duly appreciated by those who heard it, much good will 
be the result. 

The musical performances, under the direction of Messrs. W. 
R. Hubbard and M. Sears, were excellent, and peculiarly appro- 
priate to the occasion. 

The house stands upon the spot which the old one occupied, 
and isa neat, commodious and comfortable place of worship. 
The style of the finish and decoration, particularly of its imte- 
rior, combines the simple and the beautiful in a very pleasing 


manner. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 24, 1843. 


The editor of the Bangor Whig gives the following account of 
his visit to our little city : 
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Wood cut VALUABLE FARM 
a IN TOPSFIED. 


The subscriber offers for sale, his Farm in Topsfield, formerly 
the estate of the late Billy Emerson. Said Farm contains about 
thirty five acres, nearly all of which is first rate Grass Land. 
Also—a large, square, three story House in good repair; a beau- 
tiful garden, with choice Fruit and Ornamental Trees, a large 
Barn, Wood and Carriage House; two wells of excellent water, 
and other conveniences. 

The above is one of the most desirable situations in the County 
of Essex, being beautifully situated in the immediate vicinity of 
a most enterprising and thrifty population; only nine miles 
from Salem, twelve from Newburyport and Haverhill; within a 
few rods of the new Congregational and Methodist Churches, 
and but a short distance from the Academy and Town Schools. 

The premises can be examined and further information ob- 
tained of Ricuarp Puiuiirs, Jr., Caartes H. Houmes, or 
Wm. Curevetanp, Esqs., of Topsfield, or 

GILBERT BROWNELL, 
No. 94 Washington Street, Boston. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 80, 1844. 


BRANCH RAILROAD. 


An intelligent correspondent gives us the following memo- 
randa, to show the advantages of a branch Railroad from George- 
town, to connect with the Eastern Railroad : rn 

A route for a Railroad has been surveyed from Georgetown to 

3radford, to connect with the upper route to Boston. One route 
has been surveyed from Georgetown to Ipswich, or old Rowley. 
A route from Georgetown, through Topsfield and North and 
South Danvers, would be a feasible route, and one which would 
pay a handsome profit; and it would accommodate the public 
much better than any other. The Georgetown people would get 
to Boston with some 3 or 4 miles less travel than by the upper 
route. The freight and passenger money would, from George- 
town, amount to $12,000; from West Newbury, 3 or $4000; 
Topsfield, $3000; North Danvers. from 8 to $12,000; South 
Danvers, probably 12 or $14,000. It would be the route of 
shoe buyers from Lynn to Georgetown and 8. Haverhill; 
would take the Southern travel which now goes on the upper 
route, and could be made cheap, as the route would be a very 
level one. 
Salem Gazette, eb. 2, 1844. 
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RAIL ROAD MEETING. 


A numerously attended meeting of the citizens of North and 
South Danvers was held at Union Hall, in South Danvers, on 
Friday Evening, February 2d, to take into consideration the 
project of constructing a Railroad from Georgetown through the 
towns of Topsfield and Danvers, to intersect with the Eastern 
Railroad at Salem. A number of influential citizens from Tops- 
field were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Elias Putnam, Esq., of 
North Danvers, and organized by the chaice of Dr. Andrew 
Nichols as Chairman, and W. L. Weston, Secretary. 

The objects of the meeting were briefly stated by the chair- 
man, who was followed by John W. Proctor and Elias Putnam, 
Esqs., who set forth the advantages to be derived from such a road. 

J. W. Proctor, Dr. Osborn, Elias Putnam, Samuel Preston, of 
Danvers, and John Wright, of Topsfield, were appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare resolutions to be laid before the meeting. In 
the absence of the committee, the meeting was addressed in a 
spirited manner by Dr. Merriam and B. P. Adams, Eso. of 
Topsfield. They stated that they had conferred with a number 
of the leading citizens of Georgetown, who expressed them- 
selves warmly in favor of the enterprise,—they had estimated 
that their business would pay from 12 to $14,000 a year. Henry 
Poor of Danvers spoke of the business of South Danvers, and 
thought the amount would exceed that of Georgetown, and that 
his place would be benefited quite as much as any other of the 
places through which the road is proposed to pass; he could 
mention individuals whose freight bill alone would amount to 8 
or $400. Mr. Phillips of Topsfield thought the business of his 
place would exceed $3000. 

[Resolutions summarizing the intent of the meeting were 


adopted. } 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 6, 1844. 


GrorcEetown, TorsrieLp AND Danvers Rarroap. A sur- 
vey of this route is now being made, by Mr. }*repeRtcK Wi 
LANppR, engineer, of Danvers. ‘he survey will be completed 


in a few days. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 13, 1844. 


[On Feb. 14, 1844, Mr. Brackett, representative from Tops- 
field, presented to the Legislature, a petition from Samuel 
Adams and others, for the construction of a fishway through 
Farley’s dam [Willowdale], on Ipswich river. 

Salem Gazette, Feb. 16, 1844. 
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Valuable Real Estate in Topsfield—at Auction. 


By order of the Probate Court on TUESDAY, the second 
day of April next, at 10 o’clock, A.M., will be sold at Public 
Auction, in the town of Topsfield, on the premises hereafter 
described, for the purpose of raising the sum of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars to pay debts and charges of administration upon 
the estate of Isaac Killam, late of Topsfield, deceased, the fol- 
lowing described parcels of Real Estate. 


oa a The Homestead and Farm of said Isaac Killam, 
nel consisting of the House and other buildings, and 


about 65 acres of land connected therewith, and lying on the 
north and south sides of the highway leading to Boxford—being 
mowing, tillage, pasture and meadow land—about three-fourths 
of a mile from Topsfield mecting-house, and on said Boxford 
road. Also, a Wood Lot in Boxford, about five acres, well 
wooded, and bounded by Oliver Peabody, Thomas Averill and 
others. Also, three and one half acres of River Meadow in 
Topsfield, bounded by the highway and near Rowley bridge on 
the east. Also, one acre of Brook Meadow, in said Topsfield, 
bounded by land of Josiah L. Gould, Foster, Allen Gould, and 
others. Also, three quarters of an acre of Peat Meadow, in said 
Topsfield, called the Gould Meadow. 

Or so much of the above premises, beginning with the House 
and Buildings and land connected therewith, on the northerly 
side of the road aforesaid, as will raise the aforesaid sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars. ‘Terms made known at the time of the 
sale. By order 
ASAHEL HUNTINGTON, Adm’r. 

WM. G. LAKE, Auct. 
Topsfield, March 11. 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 12, 1844. 


The Convention to nominate County Commissioners was held 
at the Village Hotel in Yopstield on Wednesday, Mar. 27, 1844, 
Asa Wildes, of Newburyport (born in Topstield), headed the 
list. ] | 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 29, 1844. 


paeThe “ Report of the Topsfield School Committee”’ from the 
pen of R. Phillips, jr., Hsq., is of uncommon interest. — 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 5, 1844. 
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TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The Spring Term of this Institution will commence on 
THURSDAY, April 18, and continue eleven weeks. 


Tuition—English branches —$4.00 
Languages, $5.00 
Board in good families, $1.25 to $1.75. 


Per order of Committee. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 16, 1844. 


AT AUCTION IN TOPSFIELD. 


On THURSDAY, the 18th of April current, at 3 o’clock, P. M., 
will be sold, at the store of B. P. Apams, 

Woodcut The following Real Estate, belonging to the estate 
of of Frederick Perley, an insolvent, viz. 
House. 

The right to redeem the following Lots of Land, with the 
buildings thereon, viz: 

One building Lot, bounded by Topsfield Road, 4 1-2 rods, and 
by land of John Sawyer, about 12 rods; by land of Moses 
Wildes, about 5 rods, and by land of Solomon Wildes, about 14 
rods. 

Also—A Lot of Land, bounded by Topsfield road 4 1-2 rods, 
and by land of Benjamin Kimball, about 16 rods; by land of 
Wm. Cleaveland, about 6 rods, and by Academy road, about 16 
rods, to the bounds first mentioned ; with one large Dwelling 
House, finished throughout, and convenient for 4 families; with 
stable 30 by 40 feet. 

Also—1 share in Topsfield Academy. 

J. H. WARD, Assignee. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 16, 1844. 


To the Justices of the Court of Common Pleas, holden at Salem, 
within and for the County of Essex, on the third Monday of 
March, 1844. 


The petition of Zaccheus Gould, of Topsfield, in said County 
of Essex, yeoman, shows that your petitioner is interested in and 
holds in common and u ndivided, certain parcels of Real Estate, 
viz: thirty-seven acres of wood and pasture land in the town of 
Boxford, bounded by Crooked pond; by land formerly Nath’) 
Gould’s ; by Jand of Oliver Kilham, and by land of John Balch ; 
his share of this parcel being six sevenths of one third part; 
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the other owners being David Towne and William Hubbard of 
Topsfield. 

Eleven and three quarters acres of Woodland, situated in Box- 
ford, bounded by land of Wm. Low, Samuel Gould, Israel Rea, 
and Andrew Gould, his share being six sevenths of one halt; 
the other owners being Huldah Perley, wife of Artemas W. 
Perley of Hampstead, N. H., Mrs. Anna Lake, wife of Enoch 
Lake of Boxford, Daniel Boardman of Georgetown, Elizabeth 
James, wife of Samuel Janes of Topsfield, and Nancy Goodale, 
wife of Samuel Goodale of Boxford. 

Five acres of tillage and pasture land, situated in Topsfield, 
bounded by land of Wm. R. Hubbard, Humphrey G. Hubbard, 
Benjamin F. Hubbard, all of Topsfield and Moses Wildes of 
Boston ; his share of this parcel being six sevenths of the same, 
the other owners being Huldah Perley, Anna Lake, Daniel 
Boardman, Elizabeth Janes and Nancy Goodale before named if 
our petitioner is desirous of holding his share in said parcels of 
land in severalty. Wherefore he prays that partition of the 
premises may be ordered and that Commissioners, may be 
appointed to set off his share by metes and bounds, to be held 
by him and his heirs and assigns forever. And as in duty bound 
will ever pray. 

ZACCHEUS GOULD by 
J. W. PROCTOR, his Att’y. 


[The persons at interest were ordered to appear at a Court 


held at Ipswich the third Monday in June following. | 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 16, 1844. 


paeRecent movements in the pleasant town of Topsfield exhi- 


bit a very commendable degree of public spirit, on the part of 


the inhabitants. The town has voted to build a new and suitable 
school house in every district, and have chosen a committee to 
build the same. ‘There is also an active interest to ornament 
and improve the beautiful common by setting ont ornamental 
trees and filling up ponds. A new mecting house, as our readers 
are aware, has recently been erected. he ladies of the Congre- 
gational parish are busily at: work for the purpose of building a 
vestry. The ladies of the Methodist Society are as actively 
engaged, their object being to build a vestry under the church. 
Quite a number of dwelling houses are building this season, and 
a laudable interest is manifested in regard to improvements in 
general. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 30, 1844. 
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Drv. In Topsfield, Mr. SrerpHen W. Lemont, aged 27—a 
native of Litchfield, (Maine),—a worthy and exemplary young 


man. 
Salem Gazette, Apr. 30, 1844. 


Diep In Topsfield, Jan 7, Mrs. Kezra Hiscock, aged 23—a 
native of Chipman, County of Wiltshire, England, 
: Salem Gazette, Jan. 14, 1845. 


Diep. In Manchester 21st inst, (at the home of her son-in- 
law, Rev. O. A. Taylor,) Mrs. EXPERIENCE CLEAVELAND, relict 
of the late Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland, of Topsfield, in the 81st 


year of her age. 
Salem Gazette, Jan. 31, 1845. 


Tun Snow Storm, which commenced on Tuesday forenoon, 
continued through the greater part of the night, and is said to 
have been the most severe we have had for many years:* * * 
The Haverhill mail was taken by Mr. Pinkham in a light sleigh. 
* * * ‘The snow is very deep, and the roads are almost impass- 
able, back of us. Our friends in Topsfield turned out with great 
spirit, on Wednesday, to remove the embargo, at a cost to the 
town of about three hundred dollars. ‘I'he process they adopted 
is ingenious, and seems preferable to the old fashioned “ heater.” 
They fastened a very heavy log, 8 or 10 feet in length across 
the front of the sled, and then filling the sled as heavily as pos- 
sible with shovellers, and dragged by a sufficient number of oxen 
they pursued their route, thus levelling the high banks, and 
pushing the snow before the log over the bare places, so as to 
make good sleighing all the way through. They made the road 
good to the Danvers line, and at the Georgetown line they were 
met by the people of that town, who continued. the good work. 
The Topsfield people aided Mr. Pinkham along, with his mails, 
partly by the road, and in part through the pastures, as far as 


Boxford. 
Salem Gazette, Feb. 7, 1845. 


FARM AT AUCTION. 


Will be sold at public auction on TUESDAY, 25th day of 
March, inst., at 1 o’clock, P. M. in Topsfield. 

The Farm formerly belonging to the late Isaac Killam, con- 
sisting of about seventy acres of eood land, well divided in 
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mowing, pasturing and tillage ; two never failing wells of water, 
the buildings consist of a large double house and large barn with 
a shed attached to the same, grainery, chaise house and piggery, 
and other out buildings, all in good repair, together with several 
choice fruit trees. Also, a very valuable peat meadow on said 
farm. Said farm is well fenced with good stone wall—situated 
on the main road from Salem to Boxford, about 3-4 of a mile 
from the flourishing village of Topsfield and in all respects a very 
desirable situation for a gentleman of leisure and worthy the 
attention of purchasers. 

Sale will be positive on the premises. Conditions made known 
at time and place, which will be liberal. For further particulars 
enquire of 

W. G. LAKE, Auct’s. 

Topsfield, March 4, 1845. 

Salem Gazette, Mar. 7, 1845. 


Accident. Mr. John Bradstreet, of Topsfield, a respectable 
young man, had his leg badly shattered on Wednesday last, 
while riding. He observed that his harness was out of place, 
and, when he was endeavoring to put it right, his house kicked 
and broke his leg, mangling the flesh and causing it to bleed 
fearfully. He is now doing as well as could be expected, con- 
sidering the severe injury he received.— Reg. 

Salem Gazette, Mar. 25, 1845. 


Ricnarp Puiwiirs, Jr., of Topsfield, has been appointed one of 
the Justices of the Peace, and Coroner, for the County of Hssex. 
Salem Gazette, May 20, 1545. 


Frrrs 1n Sarem. [In an account of a fire on Boston Street, 
occurs the following:] The large building, formerly the Tops- 
field meeting house, belonging to George Nichols, jr. and occupied 
by him and Charles Harrington, for tanning and currying, was 
a times on fire and somewhat injured, but saved by great exer- 
tions. 

Salem Gazette, June 10, 1845. 


ESSEX COUNTY. 


The following well founded remarks, from the Haverhill 
Gazette, present a true picture of Essex County as it was, and 
1s :— 

Probably no portion of Massachusetts of the same extent, has 
furnished more emigrants to settle abroad in the different 


eS Sr aired ar a a 


































att  .qusteat OT of HORA AML, BATT. 


tedaser 20 hem: Bo Sigh wave owas pagallit ee RB 
bar erties bas oat oldwob, egsal # lo Jaina 
‘ale hare : oanod aerg slo, ry. creatory nea oid? ot 
yce vee tty w tadisgot siaqay Reo ni Re. eget bis 
bine no wobseat dooq sidanrigy wie a out A _ eoeT8 
hatavtin—diew erod3 bong. daiwn boonst llew ei corset 
a 6 lo 8-6. thods biotxoll of weft mot bao 
: err lla at ‘ba bistagoT to oymtli ¥ ‘qcidat 
ot yiitow bas exnatel ko SER, 502 . 
alia eye lortiiq, to okt 

awoad shen eno Bibued Dee oatanty ould Me evisieod 7 Win, 
es Loomis “OAs THT 204 » Laradtf eed Lit ier sb (Ww ool bua 








Lae ea 


TAY a RTOS 





* 


{mio aen ¥ doovtshertl ‘ndol K iM 
fatl yebesabs W oo bevdiede vibed gel sid Sad , pre gus ¥ 
soala to tuo sow. eaoatad etd ted’ hovasedl Gohl ‘goibe olidw 
Y tif Qacgou ory igi at tid SS Re EMO WR hus ssw g aut aody : 
hoold of di yaiaugo bas deaf odd gaiigueut ,yol eid odo bee 
10) ,.betoagxe od blaoo ea How en potob wou si oH yilePamst 

Qo 1 ew inne ai Yuitat oreven ¢ ody ai 


ha oe Seat »* 
Bbar GS. woth etisan D stab — 


to o00 betatoade neod asd mast yl’ 36 aie tt ia! tl ital 5 
renal Jo ylnwod edta6) ,1sa0% no) Dem oonel aif} toe santa’, hal Be 


Sach -fiee SD x oe © yy 
rn, Gu. yy hay CARB nc 





Lae 


a9@ nodaotl no e128 Blo tdnodsss ae BT) .merak ~~ 
-agoT oil ylsom0t yaiblind ogisl att ‘- gniwollot ods ausdo 
beiquooo bus 1 alodoi of V. oniogt) 8 garenetsd seuud yertfeoar biett 
yew wolyiioo bag xian ua 10% notgaivatll eolasd® bus atl J 


-tox9 teow vd bovne dod fe vrai 3 tedwomoe bite yee) bn aoe 
GSBL OF naw, siioawd siabad 


TTMUOD. xanes 


iidsvavasHl odd mort prenr’ bobanot How Pr 
had jaaw divde hegen ns wigan 2 ¢ 





anil juatxe outta oft Sis: 


‘doyotib add ai bronie’: 
i ; | Rees hell Mi i ‘ 


136 NEWSPAPER ITEMS RELATING TO TOPSFIELD. 


States than the County of Essex. So great was the emigration 
that in the opinion of good judges there has been little if any 
inercase of inhabitants for sixty years, prior to 1820. 

The innumerable cellars and remains of chimneys now stand- 
ing in the remote parts of almost every town, whose firesides 
had become extinct, compared with any increase which had then 
taken place in our towns and villages, go far to prove to popu- 
lation of this connty was then rather declining than increasing. 

Few manufactories had sprung up among us, except those 
strictly domestic. Many had settled on the poorer lands, from 
which the rich valley of the Connecticut, and the still richer 
lands of the West had tempted them to remove: their farms 
were sold out to become pastures to their more prosperous 
neighbors, and the houses were pulled down that the rich farmer 
might not be encumbered by the vicinity of some poor family, 
who from that time would naturally become their only tenants. 
It would be truly surprising to any one not acquainted with the 
fact, to go over our back grounds, and witness the numerous 
deserted locations which were once the abode of happy families, 
now desolate, and many of them actually buried in new grown 
forests. 

The building of a new house was an important event ina town 
or neighborhood, and marked the year in which it took place. The 
houses were of course ancient, and almost all unpainted, and 
the painting white of the window frames and sashes of a certain 
house in Rowley, now Georgetown, was spoken of by a neighbor 
as marking the pride and aspiring disposition of the owner, who 
was frequently dignified by them with the title of “ Prince.” 

About 1820, a new spirit came over the State and County, and 
from that time many more have come into the county than have 
left it. Under the Tariff of 1816 and ’24, manufactories sprang 
up in every quarter. Our villages have inereased—new build- 
ings have risen, and any town or parish which does not add a 
half dozen dwellings a year to their accommodation is quite left 
behind its neighbors. 

Since that time more than 200 houses have been built in 
Haverhill, Georgetown and Andover, 100 in Bradford, and a 
proportionate number in Topsfield, West Newbury and other 
towns in this part of the County, while the extraordinary in- 
crease of business in Lynn, Danvers, and other southern towns 
in the County, fully sustains their part of the statement. 

The population of the County in 1790 was 57,913—in 1840 it 
was 94,987, and the business of the County has increased in a 
much larger ratio. 

Salem Gazette, June 24, 1845. 
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NOTICE. 


That portion of Danvers, hitherto called “ Blind Hole,” will 


hereafter be known by the name “ Putnamville.” 
Salem Gazette, June 24, 1848. 


Accident in Topsfield. We learn that on Saturday last, as 
Mr. Erastus Clark, a respectable and industrious farmer in 
Topsfield, was employed in tending a threshing machine, he had 
his right hand caught in the clogs of the cylinder, and the 
thumb and little finger were instantly torn entirely from the 
hand. The rest of the fingers and hand were also much bruised 


and lacerated—<ddu. 
Salem Gazette, Aug. 15, 1845. 


Youthful Crime. Two young men belonging to Topsfield, one 
about 16, and the other 19 years of age, ran away from their 
arents one day last week, having in their possession about one 
thousand dollars in money and notes. Having been advertised 
in some of the papers, an interest was taken in the matter to 
secure them. On Tuesday, as the 3 o’clock train of cars was 
coming from Boston, one of the Express men attached to the 
road, discovered them by the description before given. Just be- 
fore the cars arrived at Breed’s wharf in Lynn, the little rascals 
leaped upon the marshes and endeavored to make their escape. 
Word being left with proper authority concerning their where 
abouts, Constables Phillips and Stone were despatched in pursuit 
of them, and after a search of four hours, found them at Mr. 
Tilton’s store, Front street, where they were awaiting the arrival 
of the next train for Portland, having previously purchased 
tickets to go through, but presuming they were detected, bolted 
the first opportunity. They were armed with dirk-knives and 
pistols, and made severe threats to any who should dare mo- 


lest them.—Advertiser. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 2, 1845. 


Mxrnurn AND Newspuryvort RAILROAD. 


A writer in the Newburyport Herald thinks that the proposed 
road should run along upon the banks of the Merrimac accom- 
odating Amesbury village with a depot somewhere not far 
from Powow river Bridge, and passing through Haverhill and 
the new city to Lowell. “Let Georgetown,” says the writer, “be 
accomodated by a road from Haverhill to Salem, accomodating 
Topstield in like manner, when they shall please to construct it.” 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 28, 18-45. 
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We are indebted to Mr. C. Herrick, of Topsfield, for New 
York papers in advance of the mail. 
Salem Gazette, Dec. 19, 1845. 


Diep. In Topsfield, Dec. 9, Mrs. Mary Towne, aged 76, 
widow of the late Jacob Towne, Esq. Mrs. T. was a lady of no 
ordinary character. With an expansive mind and retentive 
memory she had acquired a knowledge of things in general, 
surpassed but by few, and many were they who sought of her 
that information of historical events long since past, which she 
was always ready to impart with precision and accuracy. She 
was fond of reading and when her time was not occupied by 
domestic or other important objects, she was storing it with 
useful knowledge. It is said of her and I believe with truth, 
that she had read every number of the Salem Gazette since its 
first publication, and had them preserved in file up to the time 
of her death. She was familiar with all the most important 
events which had transpired within her knowledge for the last 
sixty years. She was “a mother in Israel.’ Having a heart 
to feel and hand to give, and poor and needy found in her a 
friend aud benefactor, and her deeds of charity endeared her to 
a large circle, who will long feel her loss. For nearly fifty 
years she was a member of the Church in Topsfield, and by her 
works manifested her faith— Communicated. 

Salem Gazette, Jan. 6, 1846, 


Bill of Mortality for the Town of Topsfield, for the year 
1845. 


Jan. 1, Benjamin Albert, only son of Benjamin Adams, aged 
3 years; 7th, Mrs. Keziah Hitchcock, aged 22; 10th, Daniel 
Averill, aged 74. Feb. 16th, Ruth Eliza, only daughter of Ben- 
jamin Adams, aged 1 year. March 2d, Widow Sarah Balch, 
aged 75; 6th, Ellen Edna, child of L. H. Gould, aged 2. April 
8th, Widow Salome Perkins, aged 75. June 9th, Mehitable 
Towne, aged 50; 22d, Daniel Towne, aged 56. Aug. 3d, Jane 
Beckers, aged 53a child of William Fears, aged 8 mos. Sept. 
9th, Abigail Perkins, wife of R. S. Perkins, aged 2 2 years ; 20th, 
John Bachelder, axed 78. Oct. Ist, Anna Lake, wife of the 
late Enos Lake, aged 62; 6th, Joseph Peabody, aged 80; 17th, 
Joseph Hart, aged 70; 18th, Walter, son of Asa Bradstreet, 
aged 18 months ; 29th, Harriet, wife of Ebenezer Eastman, aged 
22 years. Nov. 15th, Mariette B., daughter of Wm. G. Lake, 
aged 10; 22d, Elizabeth, wife pia Thomas L. Lane, aged 24; 
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27th, Edwin Wallace, only son of A. P. Averill, aged 7. Dec. 


- 9th, Mary Towne, wife of the late Jacob Towne, aged 77. 


Salem Gazette, Jan. 6, 1846. 


Diep. In Topsfield, on the 22d ult, Mr. NATHANIEL PeER- 
KINS, jr., aged 32 years. He was a man possessed of sterling 
integrity, and unobtrusive but sincere piety ; and was universally 
respected for his sincerity of heart, his gentlemanly deportment, 
and uprightness of character. During his life he uniformly 
displayed an unwavering attachment to his friends, a sincere 
love for the political institutions of his country and a deep 
reverence for morality and religion. 

Within the brief period of a few weeks, the parents of the 
deceased have followed to the silent grave one son and two 
daughters ; at that interesting period in life, when just setting 
out in the world for themselves, bright and promising, their 
parents’ joy and hope, they were seized with that fell disease 
which annually sweeps off so many of the sons and daughters 
of New England. 

Salem Gazette, Jan. 27, 1846. 


TOWN OFFICERS IN TOPSFIELD, 1846. 


Town Clerk—Jacob P. Towne. 
Selectmen—Jobn G. Hood, Wm. Hubbard, Thomas L. Lane. 
Assessors—Nehemiah Balch, John Hood, Josiah Bradstreet. 
Overscers—Jos. W. Batchelder, Wm. Hubbard, B. C. Orne. 
School Committee—John G. Hood, Wm. E. Kimball, Thomas 
L. Lane, John C. Balch, David Clarke. 
Salem Gazette, Mar. 13, 1846. 


Danvers and Georgetown Railroad. At a meeting of this 
Corporation held last Wednesday afternoon, at the Town Rooms, 
the following gentlemen were chosen Directors for the ensuing 
year. 

R. S. Daniels, George Osborne, Kendall Osborn, Henry Poor, 
David Daniels, E. W. Upton, Lewis Allen, John Kimball, R. A. 
Merriam. 

Salem Gazette, Mar. 24, 1846. 


C. IT. Holmes, assignee, advertised meetings of the creditors 
of William Wait, shoemaker, and Arial H. Gould, trader, both 
of Topsfield. | 

Salem Gazette, May 9, 1846. 
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Assignees Sale. 


Will be sold at Public Auction on MONDAY, the 8th of June, 
at 2 o’clock, P. M., at the shop of Hunry Lone, in Topsfield, - 

All the personal estate of Joun SAwYER, an insolvent debtor, 
consisting of one horse, one cow, horse-cart, sleigh, ploughs and 
various other articles; also several notes and bills of accounts. 

After the sale of the above will be sold the real estate, con- 
sisting of a parcel of land near the Academy, in Topsfield, in 
lots to suit purchasers. 

Also about two acres of River Meadow situated on the ‘ Bunk- 
ers’ (so called), adjoining the barn lot. 

Also about two acres of Peat Meadow on ‘ Hassocky Meadow,’ 
(so called) bounded by land of Ebenezer Peabody, Nehemiah 
Perkins and others, in lots to suit purchasers. 

Also about three fourths of an acre of Peat Meadow near the 
house now occupied by said Sawyer. 

Also one undivided half of about two acres of Peat Meadow 
situated in Linebrook parish, in Ipswich near the house of Eph- 
raim Averell. 

Also all right and title in and to one undivided eighth part of 
about one hundred and twenty acres of land situated in Litch- 
field, county of Kennebec, State of Maine. 

Terms made known at time and place of sale. 

JOHN G. HOOD, Assignee. 
Topsfield, June 2, 1846. 
Salem Gazette, June 2, 1846. 


Disp. In Topsfield, suddenly Mrs. Anna, wife of Mr. John 
B. Lake, and daughter of Mr. Zaccheus Gould, aged 33 years. 
This is the second time (within the short period of three years) 
that Mr. Lake has been called to follow a beloved wife to the 
silent tomb; and the afflicted parent, two lovely daughters. 

Salem Gazette, June 16, 1846. 


Benjamin C. Orne has been appointed Postmaster of Topsfield, 
in place of Richard Phillips, jr., Esq., who might have kept the 
oflice, if he had been willing to purchase continuance at the usual 
rate. 

Salem Gazette, Aug. T, 1846. 


For THE GAZETTE. 


Mx. Epiron,—l preceive by accounts in your and other 
papers, that the potato crop, in this and other countries, is 
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affected with disease, so prevalent last year. From three years 
experience upon the different methods of raising this valuable 
root, I am convinced, that unless we cast off the new mode of its 
cultivation, the potato will become entirely extinct. I find that 
| where the old mode of cultivation has been continued, there 
' has been no trouble with the rot. I refer to the mode of earth- 
| ing upthe land. Where this is done, and has been continued 
for years, there is no trouble with the disease ; but where the 
mode is adopted of keeping the ground level and not earthing it 
up at all, and where this mode has been continued for three or 
four years, the disease is prevalent. If good seed be planted one 
year, and cultivated by keeping the ground level, the next fall 
the crop, will not be so good as the seed planted in the previous 
spring, for the disease has slightly in} ured it. The second year 
if the produce of the first be planted, the disease will plainly 
show itself. The third year the crop will be very much affected. 
The disease is not produced entirely in one year, but continues 
to grow upon the crop as time increases, with the modern mode 
of cultivating the land level, and with but very little earth upon 
the potato to protect it from the severe rays of the sun. The 
earth is a preserver of the potato, if rightly managed,and the sun’s 
rays are a sure poison, as any one will perceive by exposing a 
potato to the influence of the sun for a day of two. For the 
protection of the potato it is necessary to have it well covered 
up with the earth. The severe hot rays of the sun and water 
that must stand on the land after a rain, where the ground is 
kept perfectly level, are sure to eifect the potato, and then com- 
mences the disease. 

After considerable enquiry, I have found that those farmers 
in this vicinity who have never adopted the manner of keeping 
their land level, but who have always earthed up their potatoes, 
and have planted the potatoes so raised, have never had any 
trouble with their crop. Water should never stand for any length 
of time upon the potato, and in earthing up the hill ib necessarily 
causes small dippers in the rows of potatoes, which hold the 
water and cause it to soak into the ground under the potato. If 
the water lay upon the potato, and it is but slightly covered with 
the earth, the extreme heat of the sun, with the water that must 
stand up on the potato, produce this disease which will destroy 
the crop in a few years, where the new mode of cultivation is 
contin ued. 

TOPSFIELD. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 4, 1846. 
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— Correspondence of the Salem Gazette. 
TopsFIELD, Sept. 26, 1846. 


Mr. Eprror,—I am emboldened by the example of your Lynn 
correspondent, to inform you that the same game is going on 
here. Certain emissaries of the Malden Railroad frequently 
condescend to visit us, to enlighten our ignorance, and pull the 
wires so that we may send men to the County Convention who 
will subserve the interests of that corporation. I have been 
partial to that road, and intended to make an investment of 
some of my small means in it; but I must confess that my 
gorge rises atthe idea of a Whig Senatorial Convention being 
made to play second fiddle to a little money making scheme, for 
the aggrandisement of a few individuals. If these acute mana- 
gers should succeed in the ingenious scheme of packing the 
Convention, which they have attempted, its nominations will 
not be worth apinch of snufi—The Whigs of Essex will not 
tamely submit to having their organization perverted, to put 
money into the pockets of the Malden Railroad Company. 

TOPSFIELD. 
Salem Gazette, Sept. 29, 1846. 


i= Weare desired to mention, that the letter signed “« Topsfield” 
in our last paper, was not written by the same person who wrote 
an article under that signature, in reference to potato rot, a few 


weeks since. 
Salem Gazette, Oct. 2, 1846. 


A Mezancuoty Enp. The life of an elderly man, belonging 
to this city, was brought to a melancholy termination, on Friday 
of last week. His name was Knight, and some years ago, in 
a fit of intemperance, both his feet were so badly frozen that it 
was found necessary to amputate them. He has since sometimes 
been supported in our workhouse, from which he eloped about 
two monthsago. Last Iriday, he was found under a wali in 
Boxford or Topsfield, where it seems, he had been lying nine or 
ten days. He was removed, and taken care of, but survived 
only a short time, and was yesterday buried in this city. 

Salem Gazette, Oct. 6, 1846. 


RAILROAD MEETING. 


Ata railroad meeting held at Boxford, Nov. 4th, by a re- 
pectable number of gentlemen from Topsfield, Boxford and 
Georgetown. 
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Chose Col. John Kimball, chairman, and David Mighill, secre- 
tary of said meeting. 

Chose a committee from the following towns, viz :— 

Georgetown,—George J. Tenney, Col. John Jimball and 
Benjamin Little, Esq. 

Boxford,—Gen. Solomon Low, Thomas Sawyer, Daniel An- 
drews and Samuel W. Jenkins. 

Topsfield,—Dr. Joseph Batchelder, John Wright, and Charles 
Herrick. 

The object of this meeting and the duty of the above commit- 
tee is to lay before the Directors of the Salem, Danvers, and 
New City railroad, and the public, that the road ought to run 
through the manufacturing villages of Topsfield, Boxford both 
villages, and Georgetown to Andover north depot, rather than 
from Danvers to Swan’s Corner (so called.) That the utility of 
railroads is to connect the interior of a country with the sea- 
board, this cannot be denied. Weask where in our county for 
the length of way, can be found a more level and convenient 
location for a railroad than through these flourishing villages of 
Topsfield, Boxford, Georgetown, and West Boxford, to North 
Andover depot. Not in our county, and we presume not in the 
state, and not more than four miles further than the contem- 
plated route from Danvers to Swan’s Corner (so called), Hf 
the contemplated route is rather a level way by following mea- 
dows and swamps, and the uplands hard and rocky; we ask if 
the grading cannot be done vastly cheaper where it is almost all 
upland and a sandy soil and free from rocky ledges? The ques- 
tion may be easily answered by a very poor philosopher. The 
route from Topsfield to Boxford, everybody knows who has tra- 
velled over the ground, that it isa level plain, and from thence 
to Georgetown, but one elevation of twelve or fifteen feet, and but 
a few rods in length, and thence running west of Georgetown vil- 
lage making a very small curve, and shunning all the hills, and 
having a level plain to West oxford, and from there in a straight 
course between Mr. Daniel Harriman and Mr. Jedediah H. 
Barker, through the hollow, and running south of Andover pond 
and to North Andover depot. We are sanguine that this route 
can be graded for less money, than the contemplated route; and 
when your course to Swan's corner, reaches the furthermost 
village, within five miles, we would ask any mathematical gen- 
tleman whether he can make four miles difference. 

Taking into consideration these advantages, and when it is 
accomplished you will connect the very centre of the county 
with the seaboard, and greatly increase the value of the stock of 
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said road by a large number of tons of freight, and a goodly 
number of passengers. Even one of these villages amounts to 
95 or 30 thousand tons annually; and not only these villages, 
but Bradford and West Newbury ;—and on the other hand you 
will receive nothing of any amount, except at the two termini of 
said road, and all this loss to the advantages of the public and 
pecuniary advantages to said road, only to shun the making of 
four miles of road. Jfine picture in the eyes of an enlightened 
public. You may say we will have a spur to Georgetown. 
Georgetown people are not of the low Dutch reformed, but of 
pure Auglo Saxon blood, too highly mettled to receive the goad 
or spur ; they will do all in their power to forward the enter- 
prise, and wish to share the advantages in common with their 
fellow citizens. And gentlemen, we wish you to view the ground 
with an unprejudiced eye, and we are self-confident you will 
answer our suplication. 

The meeting stands adjourned to South Boxford, on Wednes- 
day, (tomorrow,) at 7 o’clock, P. M.—A full attendance is 
requested — Watchtower. 

Salem Gazette, Nov. 17, 1846. 


TOPSFIELD ACADEMY. 


The Winter Term will commence on MONDAY, Nov. 30th, 
and continue Jwelve Weeks. 

Tuition—for both males and females,$4.50 ; Languages, $1.00 ; 
Music, $7.00 ; use of Piano, S92 extra. Board $1.50 to $2 per 
week. 

Application may be made to the Principal, or in his absence, 
to Mr. B. P. Apams, near the Academy. 

JOS. H. NOYES, 
Principal. 
Salem Gazette, Nov. 17, 1846. 


(To be continued.) 


ARO EELEERE Mae SUARIRIT 


AR a el al a en el ta PO TE TRONS PRG oa 7H eg MSAFE OS NT? 


(EMSRS we abeet 


nes r _— = é . . 
enc er SEAS FT NE SEE IT TREES BEEING AIA ALPEN) AAI AIEEE SABENA GEIS HS 


~ 


cnr 
hE f 
i 
b | wk 
by gh 
Asta 
F 
4 
Ps, £ 
{? 
a0 
‘ qe" 
: a | 





MOMIOTIT “God wol aft do domene sic KT | ayrossytogh 
i? Svisoor ot balisom Vitiwid oad . bx Od | noxeG ofgenk, omg 
Lyrsi vy woh of TOWOg Sieh? ch i OD y yous : niga iid 
7 HOOD “Mt Aoysiaaeha esht ads a aoe bag warm 
dd wott of woy detw ox iigsieitieg fc A. naopitio rollek 
¢ Jaobhuods-iee 644 ow base so booih tie yn 08 dt 
MOLLE ey lin WO TIWAaR 
/ MO ,Diotzol divor oJ boost hs aneaie Psi ent in F 
tte Tol AM 1 loolete F 4a | ond ) eek: é j 
“urd Ant wo —betesupet — i 
so) % SIIIsDs) 5 to A ig 2 iy 
AMICGAOA AIG TOT 
Ov (YOM wo sonentaieg fiw atro't OCW ath oe 
-2g90 4. aviswT onaditaos baa, ) Dit 
o2argirel ; OCL8 seleors? hire esfge diod bine aoltivt a: 
08.18 fino  .sidxo £8 oaaiT Yo 52a - 00.428 oieolt, 
Joan, HY 
OI hb) aD agin: y silt of ebam od ysai aoleotle {g.A 1 
MmensoA oft teem emaaA .T of f ald ot 
LOK .H 20G » 
tind f 


elk OYK 




























ot To eaot Yo teduruc er a" aid aos 

elt to.on geval vex yong to od 
jou far; eiiepaae auot henewod. : 
no bag Yindwort jeo! Hag Bre ene = 
FUS9XD THOS WAR to 9 ee los SViS99% ifiw Pe 
ousicgvihn ath ad Meo! ati) {le bas bso hie 2 
ia ot ylom bevy Bige of coostaarba Yratosye 
eoye ond at wnieig eal fnot to. saline 1500 
i0qa 8 oved Lin ew yx2 “cnet OF» aildg 





‘ niet wid 
ive OD seesior 


( ‘hewn’ inoy od off 
P pe 


THE 
EARLY: RECORDS OF FHE TOWN OF 
~~ TOPSFIELD, MASS. 


’ COPIED BY HENRY F. LONG. 
(Continued from Vol. XV, page 104.) 


~The Town agreed that no Parson shall dig or Carry of 
any stones or rocks from of y® Parsonage above sd under the 


Pennalty of ten shilling per load for Every Load so dug or 


carried of voted 


“The Town agreed to “fence in ‘all y® Parsonage Land in 
Topsfield with a Leagall stone wall—or other sufficient fence 
by y° fift of march in 1724 voted 


and also the Town agreed to fence in sd Parsonage Land 
by y® same rule and the same ten years Rates that y° Last 
Divisions of y° Common. Lands in Topsfield was divided by 

voted 


_ and M* Nath" Porter Lieut Tho: Baker & mr Edward Put- 
nam are Chosen a Com:itty to Apportion and Let to Every 
man his Proportion to fence about y® above sd parsonage 
according to the rule as is above Expresed voted 


The Town allowed to Tobijah Perkins jun’ six shilling for 
Timber to mend the Bridge by Dec™ John howlets in y® year 
1722 voted 0 60 


The Town granted Liberty to y® inhabitants of Topsf? on 
y® South Side of y® River, to Build a Pound where it may be 
most convenient for sd inhabitants and the Town will pay y“ 
Charge voted 
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John Clark & Eben Nickols are Chosen Hogreeves for y® 
year Ensuing voted 


Jacob Peabody being Chosen Town Clerk was sworn to 
y° faithfull discharge of yt office before y® Selectmen Corp! 
Nath" Borman Dec Jn®° Howlett Thomas gould Elisha Put- 
nam & Jacob Peabody being Chosen Selectmen were Sworn 
Assessors before the Last years Selectmen Corp! Jacob 
Robinson and Benj Knight being Chosen Constables were 
sworn to y® faithful! Discharge of their office before y® 
present Selectmen 

Jn° Hovey Edward Putnam & David Balch being Chosen 
tythingmen were sworn to ye faithfull discharge of their office 
before y® present Selectmen 


Joseph Andrew Jacob Dorman Tho: Dwinell & ffrancis 
Peabody being Chosen Surveyers of highways were Sworn 
to y® faithful discharge of their office before the present 
Selectmen Clerk Elisha Perkins & Lieut Thomas Baker and 
Corp! Joseph Town being Chosen fence viewers were Sworn 
to y® faithfull discharge of their office before y® present Se- 
lectmen John Clark and Eben: Nickols being Chosen hog- 
reeves were sworn to y® faithfull Discharge of their Office 
before y® present Selectmen the persons above Named that 
were sworn were all sworn on y® fift and on y® Eighth Days 
of March 1722-3 


attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


Sargt Amos Dorman being Chosen Sealer of Leather was 
sworn to y® faithfull Discharge of that office before y® Select- 
men on y® 25 day of March 1723 


The free holders and other inhabitants of y° Town of Tops- 
field Such as are Qualified as y® Law Directs for Voting: are 
hereby notified to meet at y° meeting house in Topsfield: 
on Munday y® twentyfift day of March Currant at two of 
y® Clock in y® afternoon first to Choose and agree with a 
Schoolmaster. 2ly to see if the Town will give Liberty for 
Swine to go at Large. 3ly to see ifthe Town will Lett y® 
_ Parsonage to Either of those men that Lately appeared to 

Hire it or Else return their Earnest money [234] 4ly To 
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Choose men and impower them to make y* fence about 
the Parsonage Land in Topsfield, where any person of 
Persons shall Refuse or neglect, to make his or their pro- 
portion of sd fence according to y®° Town order at y® Last 
Town Meeting in Topsfield. 


Jacob Robinson Constable of Topsfield 


Jacob Peabody by order of y® rest of y® Selectmen of 
Topsfield 


At a Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield on y® 25 of March 
1723, Dea™ Daniel Redington is Chosen Moderator for this 
meeting voted 


Mr John Hovey is Chosen Schoolmaster for y® year En- 
suing and the Town agreed with s:d Hovey for twenty shill- 
ings for being Schoolmaster voted 


The Town agreed that Swine may go at Large according 
as the Law gives Liberty voted 


_ the Town ordered that Samuel Bradstreet should have his 
money that he Laid down to the Town, as Earnest for y® 
Parsonage voted 


The Town Ordered that Corp! Eliezer Lake should have 
his money that he Laid down to y® Town as Earnest for the 
Parsonage voted 


The freeholders and other inhabitants of y° Town of Tops- 
field Such as are Qualified as y® Law Directs for voting; are 
hereby Notified, to meet at the meeting house in Topsfield 
on Wednesday y® Eighth of May Currant at two of y® Clock 
in y® afternoon; first to Chuse a Representative 2ly to 
Choose jurymen for Ipswich Court; and also to act upon 
any other thing or things that y° Town shall then think 
needfull and Proper to be done. 


Dat? Topsfit May y® 34.1723. Thomas gould 

Jacob Robinson Constable. John Howlet 
Elisha Putnam 
Nathaniel Borman 
Jacob Peabody 


Selectmen 
of Topsfield 
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At a Lawfull Town Meeting in Topsfit May: 8 1723 first 
Dec” Daniel Redington is Chosen Moderator for this meeting 
voted 


En: Timothy Perkins is Chosen to Represent the Town 
at y® Generali Court at their several Sessions y® year Ensuing: 
voted 


Dec” Daniel Redington is Chosen to Serve on y® grand 
jury and Edward Putnam and Nath" Porter are Chosen to 
Serve on y® jury of Tryals at y®° next Superior Court to be 
holden at Ipswich voted 


Boston May y® 7°: 1723 then Rec? of Mt Allen Treasur- 
er four Pounds in Bills of Credit, it being so much due to 
y® Town of Topsfield, for a Wolf Killed in sd Town: in part 
for my serving at y° General Court in the year 1722: by or- 
der of the Selectmen of Topsfield 

I say Rect by me Daniel Clark 


Exam :¢ and Entred by me Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 
for Topsfield 


Rec® of Thomas Dwinel! Constable of Topsfield the sum of 
four Pounds Nineteen shill‘ & four pence in full for y® County 
Rate for y* s:d Towne for y® year 1722 


Ipswich may 22: 1723 P John Appleton County treas™ 
A true Copy attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


[235] Ata Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield Sept’ y® roth 
1723 Corp! Nath" Borman & Sergt Zacheus Gould are chosen 
to Serve on y® Jury of Tryals at the Next Inferior Court to be 
holden at Newbery within and for y® County of Essex 


The frecholders and others inhabitants of y° Town of Tops- 
field such as are Leagally Qualified for voting are hereby 
Notified & warned to mect at y® Meeting house in Topsfield, 
on fryday y° Twenty fift day of October Current at Twelve 
of y° Clock on sd day. first to Agree upon some way and 
Method for y® fencing in & improveing y® Parsonage Land in 
Topsfield and for building a house on said Parsonage land 


erupt. 
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To Chuse men and impower them to Prosecute in the 


Law any Person or Persons that have Already Dug or Gar- 


ried of any stones or rocks from of y® above said Parsonage 
Land: in Topsfield: or that shall hereafter Presume to Dig 


‘or Carry of any stones or rocks from of y® above said 


Parsonage Land: Contrary to ye Town order made on y°® fift 
Day of Last March To give some further instructions or 
Order to y® Trustees viz Capt Joseph Gould Cap* Thomas 
Baker & Dea John Howlet for their future Proseeding in Let- 
ing out y° Towns money: To allow to y® Reverend Mr 
Joseph Capen Nine pound as formerly. And also to allow 
bills of charge. and to act upon any of y* Perticulars Above 
Mentioned as y® town shall then think best. 


Dat: Topsfield October the 14 1723 
Jacob Robinson Constable Thomas Gould tien 


Nath? Borman pmen of 
Jacob Peabody ) Topsf® 


At a Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield: October y° 25: 
1723 first Dea John Howlett is chosen Moderator for this 
meeting. voted 


The Town agreed that y® Trustees viz: Capt Joseph Gould 
Capt Thomas Baker & Dea* John Howlett shall Let out y° 
towns money atone shilling upon the pound for interest: 
by y° year for the future and to Let out said money but from 
year to year as they shall receive orders from y® Town. and 
y® some or Sums of sd money to Let: to be as y® Town hath 
formerly agreed upon: voted 


The Town allowed to y® Reverend M* Joseph Capen nine 
pounds to add to his salary for this year voted 


the Town alowed to Joseph How one pound three shillings 
for sweeping y® meeting house one year past voted O1 3 O 


The Town alowed to Elisha Putnam a former Constable 
twelve Shillins and six pence it being an alowance for 
Nathan Kennes Kates voted O60 “F2 "06 
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The Town allowed to Jacob Perkins: five shillings & six 
pence for mending y® Meeting house glass in y® year 1721 
voted 00 05 06 


the town allowed to Qua’* Nath! Borman two shillings 
for giting a warrant Entred at y® Quarter sessions at New- 
bery this year voted 00 02 00 


The Town allowed to mr Jacob Robinson Constable one 
shilling for warning John Pickit out of Town voted 00 OI OO 


Boston July, 15 1723 

Rec? of Mt David Balch Constable of Topsfield Twenty 
Pounds twelve shillings & nine pence in full for my Master 
Jer: Allen Treasurer. £ 20~12-9 P Geort Rogers 

Rec:d of Mr David Balch as Constable for Topsfield for 
y® year 1722 y® full & just sum of three pounds twelve shill- 
ings which he was Ordered by the Selectmen of Topsfield 
for y* year afore said to Collect & Deliver to me I say rec:d 
y® sum above said this 12° of March 1722-3 per me Joseph 
Capen 

Topsfield. May 27: 1723: then Rec? of David Baltch Con- 
stable two shillings in full of what was Ordered to me by y® 
Selectmen. I say recived By me Thomas Gould 


These three Recipts Last Entred are true Copies: Exam- 
ined : 
P Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


[236] Topsfield October: 15 1723 Then Rec? of Constable 
Balch for serving at the General Court the Sum: sixteen 
pound seven shillings in full what was Ordered him to Pay 
me J say rec’ by me 


Daniel Clark 


Topsfield May y® 18 day 1723 Rece? of David Baltch Con- 
stable y® sum of seven shillings in full which was ordered to 
me by y® Selectmen for my husband Averills sweeping y* 
meeting house: 

I say reci? by me y® widow Mary Averill 

Topsfield ffebruary: 14: 1722-3 Rec? of David Balch Con- 
stable Nine shillings and Six pensein full of what was or- 
dered to me by y® Selectmen 

I say rect by me Samuel Howlett 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. ISI 


Topsfield August: 17: 1723 Rec* of David Balch Con- 
stable y® sum of two shillings & six pence in full of what was 
ordered to me by y® Selectmen of y® Town I say Rec? by 
me Elesha Perkins These four Recipts, above Entred, are 
true Copies: Attest Jacob Peabody Town Cler 


The frecholders & other inhabitants of y* Town of Tops- 
field such as are Qualified as y® Law Directs for Voting are 
hereby Notified to meet at the meeting house in Topsfield: 


on Tuesday y® tenth Day of December Current at twelve of . 


y® Clock on s:d Day: first To Chuse an Agent or Agents 
to Answer to y® Towns Presentment for not being Provided 
with a grammar School-master. 2¥ to agree upon some 
Method to Improve y® intrest of y® towns Loan money 3” 
to allow bills of Charge 


Dat: Topsfield Decem™: 4'8 1723 Thomas gould ) Selectmen 
Jacob Robinson Constable of John Howlett of 
Topsfield Jacob Peabody } Topsfield 


AtA Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield Decem” ee 
1723. first Dea™ John Howlett is Chosen moderator for this 
meeting voted 


Dea® Jn® Howlett & Mr. Nath" Porter are Chosen Agents for 
y° town to appear at y® next Inferiour Court to be holden at 
Salem to answer to y® Towns Presentment for not being pro- 
vided with a grammer Schoolmaster voted 


The town agreed that y? Selectmen shall Recive the in- 
trest of y° Towns Loan money of the Trustees: & pay the 
Towns Debts therewith as far as it will go voted 


the Town agreed that y® Selectmen shall raise money to 
pay y® Representative this year: voted 


the Town allowed one shilling to Joseph How for mend- 
ing y® meeting house Latch voted 


Whereas Thomas Demsi was rated in y® year 1722 to Sev- 
eral Rates y® sum of nine shillings & six pence: and sd 
Demsi then being & still is in his Majesties Service so that 
y® Constable cannot yet recover sd Demsis rats Therefore 
the Town allowed to David Baltch Constable, nine shillings 
& six pence , »@ 9,6 voted 
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152 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


the Town granted Liberty to Mr: Nath! Porter Joseph 
_ Town & others to sit up a stable near to m™ Capens fence 
voted 


The Town granted Liberty to Thomas gould & Capt 
Joseph gould to set up a stable near y® Little Pond on y® 
south of y® meeting house voted 


-Decem* 31: 1723 Then Rec:® of y® Select men by y® hand 
of Thomas gould for part of my wages for going Represen- 
tative: the sum of Nine pound six shillings: I say rec:d by 

.me Timothy Perkins 

Received of mr David Baltch as Constable for Topsfield 
y® full of what was Committed to him to Collect for my use 
for y® year 1722 I say rec? in full this 18: Day of feb’ 1723-4 
per me Joseph Capen 


These two receipts Last Entred are true Copies attest 
Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 


[237] The freeholders & other inhabitants of this Town Such 
as are Quallified as y® Law Directs for Voting are hereby No- 
tified to meet at y° meeting house in Topsfield on Tuseday y® 
third of March next after the Date hereof at Eight of y° 
Clock in y® morning first to Choose a Town Treasurer & 
other Town officers as y® Law directs 

To Chuse a Committe to Seat People in the Meeting 
house 

To See if y® Town will Chuse a Committe to Settle bounds 
with Boxford 


To agree upon some Method to Improve the Parsonage 
Land in Topsfield 


Dat* Topsfiel? ffeb® y® 18" 1723-4 Thomas gould ) Selectmen 
Jacob Robinson Constable of John Howlett of 


Topss4 Jacob Peabody ) Topsfield 
At a Lawfull Town mecting of y* Inhabitants of Topsfield 
on y® third of March 1723-4 | 
Dec” John Howlett is Chosen Moderator for sd meeting 
voted 


Jacob Peabody is Chosen Town Clerk for y® year Ensuing 
voted 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 153 


Eliezar Lake & Edmon Town are Chosen Constables ; for y° 
year Ensuing voted 


Nath! Porter, Dec" John Howlet, Joseph Town, Elisha 
Perkins & John Hovey are Chosen Selectmen for y® year 


Ensuing voted 
William Porter William Town & John Willds are Chosen 
Tythingmen for y® year Ensuing voted 


En: Amos Dorman is Chosen Sealer of Leather for y® year 
Ensuing voted 


Luke Averill John Town John Dwinell & Daniel Town are 
Chosen: Sirveyers of highways for y® year Ensuing voted 


Joseph Dorman John Willds Tho® Robinson & Eben: 
Nicholls are Chosen fence viewers for y® year Ensuing voted 


oshua Town & John Perkins are Chosen Hogreeves for 
ee 
y® year Ensuing voted 


Capt Joseph gould, Capt Tho* Baker, Ivory Hovey, Thom- 
as Robinson & Mr Simon Bradstreet, are Chosen a Com- 
mitte to Seat People in y* meeting house voted 


The Town Agreed that the Orders Relating to y® Preseru- 
ing the wood & Timber and also the stones or rocks, on the 
Parsonage Land in Topsfield, that was made in y® year 1723. 
shall stand good for this year folloing voted 


And Thomas Gould Nath! Borman & Nath" Porter are 
Chosen Agents or Attorneys in behalf of y° Town to Prose- 
cute any Person or Persons that shall Presume to Brake 
Either of y® above sd Orders voted 


and the Major part of sd Agents or Attorneys shall act 
in y® concern about the Parsonage and y® Town to bear 
them out in all Lawfull Proseedings therein voted 


Doct Michael Dwinell is Chosen to serve on y® grand jury 
and William Redington & Joseph Robinson are Chosen to 
serve on y® Jury of Tryals at y® next Inferiour Court to be 
holden at Ipswich voted 
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154 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


En: Amos Dorman is Chosen Schoolmaster for the year 
Ensuing voted 


the Town agreed to give 20 shillings to En: Amos Dor- 
man for keeping school this year voted 


En: Amos Dorman Qu: master Ephraim Willds & En: 
Timothy Perkins are Chosen A Committe, to Joyn with 
such men as Boxford shall appoint to Settle the bounds be- 
tween Topsfield & Boxford voted 


The Several Persons Chosen into Office at y® above sd 
meeting of whom an oath is by Law required: all took y° 
oath to Their respective Offices on y®third day of march 
1723-4 before y® Selectmen attest Jacob Peabody Town Clerk 

At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield on y® seventh of 
Aprill 1724. the Town agreed that swine should go at Large 
this year according as the Law gives Liberty voted 


[238] The freeholders & other Inhabitants of y® Town of 
Topsfield Quallified for Voting as y® Law Directs are Notified 
& warned to meet here at y® meeting next Wedensday at 
three of y® Clock in the after noon it being the thirteenth of 
May Currant, first to Choose a Representative to serve at 
the great and general Court. to be hild at Boston on y® Last 
Wedensday of May Instant 2d To Choose Jurymen to serve 
at Ipswich Court to be holden on y® third Tuseday of this 
Instant May Elisha Perkins 
Dat? Topsfield May 6 1724 Nath! Porter Select- 
Eliezar Lake Constable of Topsfit John Howlet men of 

Joseph Town Topsf: 
John Hovey 


At A Lawfull Town mecting in Topsfield May y® 13% 1724 
first Dea: John Howlett is Chosen moderator for this meet- 


ing voted 
M* John Hovey is Chosen to Represent y® Town at y® 
general Court the year following voted 


Cler: Elisha Perkins is Chosen to serve on y® grand jury 
& Jacob Town and Joseph Town are Chosen to serue on y® 
Jury of Tryals at the Next Superiour Court to be holden at 
Ipswich voted 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 5s 


We whose names are under written have meet & Peram- 
bulated and renewed bounds: Begining at a heap of stones 
near M® Porters Meadow and Runing to a Plump of maples 
and Runing as the Brook runs toa stone & a stake in y® brook 
near too Robinsons Island: and so runs to a stake and heap 
of stones on s@ Island as y® Line Runs & so to Pigdens 
meadow and to the River as formerly 


May y® 4 1724 


Edmond Town for John Batchelder for 
David Balch Topsfield Benja: ffisk Wenham 
Elisha Perkins John Gott 


A True Copy of y® return. attest Jacob Peabody Town 
Clerk 


AtA Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield Sept® y® 8 1724 
Mr: Simon Bradstreet & John Perkins are Chosen to serve 
on y® Jury of Tryalls at y® Next Inferiour Court to be hold- 
en at Newbery voted 


At a Lawful! Town Meeting in Topsfield Decem y® 15 
1724 Mr Isaac Peabody is Chosen Moderator for this meeting 
voted 


The Town allowed to Dea" John Howlett one pound Eigh- 
teen shillings sd Howlet having Paid so much for giting y° 
meeting house glass mended voted" rv1é 6 


the Town allowed to Corp! Tobijah Perkins one shilling 
& six pence for Timber to mend the Bridge near to Luke 
Averills in 1724 voted oO1 6 


the Town allowed to Nath" Capen one shilling two pence 
for two hundred of Lath Nails to nail up y® meeting house 
glass in 1724 voted O11 2 


the Town allowed to Dea® John howlet and m? Nath? 
Porter two pound five shillings & six pence for Court 
Charges and their attendance at Salem Court: December 
1723 to Answer to y° Towns Presentment for want of a 
grammer School voted 25 6 


the Town allowed to Jacob Peabody one shilling sd Pea- 
body having Paid for a Copy of the Sommens to Answer y® 
above sd Presentment voted OT! O 
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[239] Whereas y® Selectmen warned ffrancis Johnson 
out of town & got y® warent Entred in y® Court Records the 
Town allowed to M* Nath" Forter five shillings for giting sd 
warrent Entred as is above mentioned voted 050 


the Town allowed to Capt Thomas Baker seven shillings 
& six pence for timber to mend the falls Bridge in 1724 


voted 076 
the Town Allowed nine pound to be Added to M* Capens 
stated Sallary y® year following voted 


the Town allowed five shillings to Clerke Elisha Perkins 
for giting y® warrent Entred in y® Court Records of Nath" 
Ramsdells being Warned out of Town voted O50 


Lastly the Town agreed that y® present selectmen should 
recieve the intrest of y° Towns Loan Money of y® Trustees: 
which is due to the Town for y® year past: and sd Select- 
men are to Pay the Town Debts therewith voted 


At A Lawfull Town Meeting in Topsfield Jan™ the 12 
1724-5 
the Town allowed four shillings & six pence to Luke Averill 
for timber to mend y° highways in the year 1724 
voted 046 


The Town allowed three shillings to Sam" Howlett and 
three shillings to Joseph How for helping M?*: Lord about 
mending y® meeting house glass in 1724 voted 060 


The Town Allowed two shillings to Joseph Andrew for 
Timber to mend the Mille Brook bridge in y® year 1723 
voted 020 


The Town allowed two shillings & six pence to Constable 
Eliezer Lake for Warning ffrancis Johnson & Nath" Rams- 
dell out of Town voted 0 2 6 


the Town allowed two shillings & Six pence to mr Nath! 
Porter and two shillings and six pence to Corp! Joseph Town 
for Perambulating with Salem in 1724 voted 050 
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the Town Allowed to Clerk Elisha Perkins David Baulch 
& Edmon Towne two shillings to Each of them for Perambu-: 
lating with Wenham men in y® year 1724 voted 060 


the Town allowed twelve pound to mr John Hovey for 
serving representative sixty days at the General Court in y° 
year 1724 voted 12 00 


the Town allowed five shillings to Nath" Capen for helping 
Mr Lord about mending y® meeting house Glass in y® year 
1724 voted 05 0 


Lastly the Town allowed Eighteen shillings to Capt Joseph 
Gould Capt Thomas Baker and Dea® John Howlett for their 
trouble in Leting out y° Towns money the year past 

voted 0 180 


Whereas we the Subscribers were ordred & impowered by 
the Selectmen of Topsfield to Perambulate on the Line and 
to renew the bounds between Topsfield & Boxford: accord- 
ingly meeting at time and Place with Capt Thomas Perley 
and Lieut Joseph Hale who were Likewise appointed by y® 
Selectmen of Boxford for that service sd Gap Perley & 
Lieut Hale told us that Except We would Promise to go 
throughout and Renew or Settle the bounds between said 
Towns according to y® General Court Resolves, they wholly 
Declined the service: and so gave this as A Reason, that 
they was informed that the Town of Topsfield had att a Town 
meeting Chosen a Comzitte for that Purpose: and so we 
could proseed no farther in order of Perambulation. 

Dated y® 12 of May 1724 Jacob Town 

John Curtis 


This is a True Copy Attest Jacob Peabody Town Cler 


The frecholders & other inhabitants of this Town Qual- 
lified as y® Law Directs for voting are to take Notice to meet 
here at the meeting house on y® first Tuseday in march next 
Ensuing y® Date hereof at Hight of the Clock in y® morning: 
first to Choose Town Officers as the Law Directs. 

To sce if the Town will make Choice of a meet person to 
mend any breach in or on the meeting house as need shall 
require or to doe any other thing or things as shall then be 
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thought needful. by order of the Selectmen of Topsfield 
Dated Topsfield fieb:y 19: 1724-5 Nath" Porter 


Edmond Towr Constable of Topsfield 


At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield on y® Second 
Day of march 1724-5 
M* Nath" Porter is Chosen Moderator for this mecting 
voted 


Jacob Peabody is Chosen Town Clerk for the year Ensuing 
voted 


Jacob Dorman and Benj® Town are Chosen Constables for 
y® year Ensuing voted 


John Hovey Jacob Estey William Porter Michael Dwinel 
and Dea John Howlet are Chosen selectmen to order y® Pru- 
dentiall affairs of the Town for y® year Ensuing voted 


Joshua Town Jacob Robinson & Thomas Dwinel are Chos_ 
en Tythingmen for the year Ensuing voted 


En: Amos Dorman is chosen Sealler of Leather for y® 
year Ensuing voted 


Dea™ John Howlet Sam! Bradstreet and Thomas Gould 
Richard Town and Thomas Caves are Chosen Sirveyers of 
highways for y® year Ensuing voted 


Corp! Jacob Town Samuel Curtis Tobijah Perkins and 
Jesse Dorman are Chosen fence viewers for ye year Ensuing 
voted 


John Willds and John Perkins are Chosen to make search 
into the Turrit of the meeting house to see what repairing it 
wants and to make Report thereof at y° next Town meeting 
in Topsfield voted 


Cler: Elisha Perkins is Chosen Grand Jury man for y® year 
Ensuing voted 


Tobijah Perkins & Jacob Peabody are Chosen to serve on 
y® jury of Tryals at the next inferiour Court to be holden at 
Ipswich voted 


ise ao UE aes Aaa saat CURE AEey 


a 


pane | 


— 


~e 







Lies 


bloneqoT to Asindiors® ott} Yo ‘tietae yd hitb | 
rho NeVE E-pSRY QE seeds bishego banal 


blatagoT to oldedano aot baom 3 


(ay © 
ast oe J 


biosee *y no blsieqoT mt gaitoom: ‘awoT Hutwatd. Ath. a 
greet! doiem ie ys 
gnites wid? 20! r6ts19hoM, nseodD ai 1str0'L MetoV* 2 





























hs 


qrntienit z ek @ od sot ald nwo asead ai ebodaet oon, ‘i ; 
hat bOW ; 


tot seldaianroD nseod2 ann nwo “oot Ren. comets gost, j tee : ton 
bsiov » o8 gedugadl oad 4 


loniw( tondotM vireo msilliW yotell doos|, yovoll dol 
-uvl%y tob10 02 aomizalee nozod) oe dolwot adel se po 
batov guinend rey %y 10h awe et lo arise sitooh — 


aod) 916 facie eamodT % noanidod doss| nwoT sideot”! 
boioy gnivenct 189% OH to} noctrgnhtge ie 


+ rot rote to 1allas®: weeds siamo com. sh ; B al 
ao sit, gainenat piel 5 


blnowd eamodT bra ie ae line® YslvoH nol “eat | 
lo groyeviie meeod) 18 2oveD eatbodT bas awol predoiSt 
bolov | _paineodl yoy °Y tol oom 


bas enttieT dajidoT etm louins®-awoT dooal ‘gnoD.. 
goinendtt ey oy tol cawsiv soot bevasonnns 216 meer uial 
bstov ) can 


igo onan of nae. ors enhlieT adel brs ebiliW pny 

guhtiags tedw see of sedod gniteam of? to tirmT ot ont 3 
seal awol 3xon °y Is looted? mart oAgm ro bas eee 4 
sbsiov er ee te i blettag TT oe 


1894 Y 10) meen Nira) band it 
botov if 


no ovise of asaodg) a us ‘ 
Br asbled i iu | 






q 


Se a 


OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 159 


Mr Simon Bradstreet is Chosen Schoolmaster for y® year 
Ensuing voted 


John Nicholes & and John Burton are Chosen to rebuild 
Topsfields part of the Bridge over the y® River Near to Ed- 
ward Putnams between Topsfield and Boxford and to bring 
their account to the Town when sd Work is Done and they 
shall be reasonably allowed by y® Town for sd service voted 


En: Amos Dorman & Sergt Tho: Robinson are Chosen 
hogreeves for y® year Ensuing voted 


The Persons Chosen to office at the above s:@ meeting viz. 
Town Clerk, Constables, Tythingmen, Sealer of Leather, 
Sirveyors of highways, fence viewers, and Hogreeves all ap- 
peared at the house of mr Daniel Clark immediately. after 
y°sd mect[ing] was over and took the oath belonging to their 
Respective offices before y® Selectmen: Excepting Richard 
Town 


At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield on y® 29 day of 
march 1723 The Town agreed that swine should go at Large: 
y° year following with as Much Liberty as the Law Allowes 
of voted 


The freeholders & other inhabitants of this Town suchas 
are Quallified according to Law for Voting are to take Notice 
to mcet at y° meeting house on fryday the seventh of May 
next after the Date hereof at two of the Clock in y® after- 
noon 

To Choose A man to Represent them in the Great & Gen- 
eral Court to be holden at Boston the Twenty six day of 
May next. 2ly To Choose Three good & Lawfull Men to 
serve upon y® Jury at y® Superior Court to be holden at 
Ipswich the Third Tuseday of May next one whereof to 
serve on the Grand Jury and y® other two upon y® Jury of 
trialls 

To see if the Town will Choose A Committee to new seat 
the People in y® Meeting house 
Dated Topsfield Aprill: 238: 1725 John Hovey 

in y® name and by 
Jacob Dorman Constable Order of y® Selectmen 
of Topsfield 
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At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield May y® 7 1725 
1: Dea John Howlett is Chosen Moderator of s‘ meeting 
voted 


2: Dea John Howlett is Chosen to Represent the Town at 
General Court to be holden at Boston on the Twenty sixth 
Day of this Instant and at their several sessions till s? Court 
be Desolved voted 


M* Isaac [Peabody?] is Chosen to serve on y® Grand Jury 
and Capt Tho: Baker & Mr. Tho: Gould are Chosen to 
serve on y® Jury of Tryalls at y® next Superior Court to be 
holden at Ipswich voted 


Mr Thomas Gould Corp! Eliezer Lake Corp! Jacob Town 
and Sergt Ivory Hovey are Chosen A Committee to new 
Seat People in the Meeting house voted 


The frecholders & other Inhabitants of this Town Qualli- 
fied according to Law for voting are to take notice to meet 
here at the meeting house on Tuseday the 20” of July Cur- 
rant at two of y® Clocke in the afternoon 

To see if the Town will Choose a Committe to see to y® 
supply of the Pulpit with a Minister: zly To see what the 
Town will Contribute towards the Funeral Charges of y°® Rev- 
erend m* Joseph Capen late Deceased 

and to doe any other thing or things as shall be thought 
needful 
Dated July 7; 1725 William Porter 
Jacob Dorman Constable John Howlett | Selectmen 

} Jacob Estey >of Tops? 
Michael Dwinel | 
John Hovey J 


At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield July y® 20 1725 
M* Isaac Peabody is Chosen Moderator for this meeting 
3 voted 


The Town Did manifest by a vote that they were willing 
to Choose a Committe to make inquiry after & git a Minis- 
ter to Dispence the word of God Amongst us for a while 
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Dea Daniel Redington Dea™ John Howlett Cle: Elisha 
Perkins Sergt Ivory Hovey & En: Amos Dorman are Chosen 
a Committe to Procure a Minister or Scholar to Dispence 
the word of God amongst us for Ten weeks from this time 
& they are to ask advice of the Neighbouring Ministers in 
order to the procuring a suitable person for said service 
voted and said Commtte are fully impowered to agree with 
a minister or Ministers for y® above said service & Term & 
the Town will pay the Cost voted 


the Town agreed to adjourn this meeting voted 


the Moderator Ajourned this meeting till the first Tuseday 
of August next at two of the Clock in y® after noon 


At A Lawfull Town meeting held by adjournment from y® 
20 of July 1725 to the third day of August 1725 and then 
met & having Discoursed of how much and in what way to 
Contribute towards the funeral Charges of the Reverend 
Mr? Joseph Capen Deceased, it was generally Concluded that 
y° best way was for Every man to subscribe to give what he 
Pleas? and Ivory Hovey, Joseph Town, & Thomas Robin- 
son are Chosen & Desired by the Town: to go to all the in- 
habitants of Topsfield not present: to see what they will 
Contribute towards sd Charges voted 


Whereas the Church have agreed upon a fast to be kept on 
the Eighteenth Currant on y® acount of the awfull breach 
that God has Latly made amoungst us by taking away our 
Reverend Pastor by Death: as also to implore the Mercies 
of heaven for the Obtaining another setteled minister. There- 
fore the above named Committe for the Ministry are to see 
that suteable provision be made for such reverend ministers 
that shall Carry on the work of s? Day or that shall be aiding 
or assisting therein and the town will pay the charges thereof 
hee voted 


The free holders and other inhabitants of this Town Qualli- 
fied according to Law for voting are to take Notice to meet 
here at y° Meeting house on Wedensday the fifteenth Day of 
September Currant at Twelve of y® Clock on sd Day 
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162 EARLY RECORDS OF THE TOWN 


1 To Choose a Committe to see to y® supply of the Pulpit 
with one to Dispence the word of God to us: 2ly. To allow 
bills of Charge & to Raise a Tax for the Defraying of Nes- 
sacery charges 

3ly To Choose Jury men to serve at Newbery Court 

Aly To see if the Town will give ruls to the Comitte for 
seating the People in the Meeting house 

John Hovey 

Dated Topsfield Sept: 3741725 in y° name & by Order of 

Jacob Dorman Constable the rest of y® Selectmen 

of Topsfield 


At A Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield September y°® 
15 1725 1st M* Isaac Peabody is Chosen Moderator for 
this meeting voted 

2ly The Town Allowed to Ens: Amos Dorman 7:7:6 he 
having Paid five pound to Mr Hale & two pound to M* 
Crocker for Preaching to us since the Revernd M* Capens 
Decease: and for other things he found for y® fast 

voted ly 776 
3ly The Town allowed to Jacob Peabody 1:1:2 it being 


for several things for Provision for the fast wokedwikt In 
4ly The Town Allowed to Cler: Elisha Perkins 0:6:6: it 
being for sundary things for y® fast voted 0:6:6 
sly The Town allowed to Sergt Ivory Hovey 1:5:6 for 

- sundary things for provision for y® fast voted 1:5:6 
6ly the Town allowed to M™ John Hovey three shillings 
for Lamb & spice for y® fast voted 0:3:0 


7ly the Town allowed to Dea: John Howlett four shillings 
& Eleven pence for several things for the fast voted O:4:1I 
8ly The Town allowed Nine shillings & six pence to Nath" 
Capen for victualing several Ministers on Sabath day 0:9:6 
gly Sergt Thomas Robinson & John Town are Chosen to 
serve on y° Jury of Tryals at the next inferiour Court to be 
holden at Newbery for & within y® County of Essex voted 
1oly The former Committe for the Ministry viz Dea: Dan- 
iel Redington Dea: John Howlett Cler: Elisha Perkins Ens 
Amos Dorman & Sergt Ivory Hovey are Chosen again to 
Procure and agree with a Minister to Dispence the word of 
God unto us untill the first of Jan’’ next [ensuing voted 
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OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 163 


11ly The Town agreed that y® present Selectmen should 
Levie a Tax of one hundred and twenty pounds for y® De- 
fraying of y® necessary Charges of the Town voted 


Boston 318* May 1725 
Recé of M? Eliezar Lake Constable of | P Zacheus Gould 
Topsfield fifty one pounds in full for my 
- Master Jer. Allen Treasurer 


this is a True Copy attest Jacob Peabody Clerk P george 


Rogers 


Where as Jacob Peabody was Chosen Clerk for the pro- 
prietors of the Late Divided & of the undivided Common 
Land in Topsfield on y® sixth of December 1725: he was 
sworn to y® faithfull Discharge of sd office before y® Select- 
men of st Town on y® same Day 


At a Lawfull Town meeting in Topsfield November 1° 1725 
ist Cap* Joseph Gould is Chosen Moderator for this meeting 
voted 
aly Mr Isaac Peabody En: Amos Dorman & Jacob Pea- 
body are Chosen a Committe to Reckon with Madam Pris- 
cilla Capen and Adjust all the accompts that are betwixt her 
and y® Town Refering to y° Reverend M* Capens Sallery & 
make report thereof to the Town in convenient time 
3ly The Town agreed that the intrest of the Towns Loan 


money’ shall go to pay y® towns debts voted 
The present Selectmen are impowered to receive s¢ intrest 
of y® Trustees & Dispose of it to y° afores* use voted 


Aly The Town allowed to En* Amos Dorman five pounds 
five shillings he having paid so much to M*™ Osgood for 
Preaching so amoungst us three Sabath Days voted 5:5:0 

tly The Town allowed to Jacob Averill three shillings & 
six pence for slabs to mend the bridges near to Dea” John 
Howletts voted 0:3:6 

6ly The Town Allowed to Daniel Gould two shillings & SIX 
pence for two Logs to mend the bridge near to M* John Ca- 
pens house voted 0:2:6 
aly The Town Allowed to Jacob Peabody three shillings 
for Timber to mend y® bridge near his house O73 :0 
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164 EARLY RECORDS OF TOPSFIELD. 


8ly The Town Allowed to Mrs Mary Baker two shillings & 
six pence for Timber to mend the Bridge near to M? Jacob 
Dormans house veted O72 26 
gly The Town allowed to Sam! Smith four shillings for 
Timber to mend y®* highways voted 0:4:0 
1oly The Town allowed to Corp! Jacob Robinson one shil- 
ling for timber for sd use voted: O71 70 
rtly The Town allowed to Capt John How two shillings 
& six pence for timber to mend y® Bridge near Mr Clarks 
house voted’ 0 !2':0 
12ly The Town allowed to Capt Joseph Gould & Dea™ John 
Howlett twelve shillings for their trouble in taking in y® intrest 
of y© Towns Loan money for y® year past voted 0:12:0 
13ly The Town agreed to fence in all y° Parsonage Land 
in Topsfield according to y® same rule & by the same Ten 
years Rates that the last Division of Common Land in Tops- 
field was divided by, voted further the Town agreed that s4 
Parsonage Land should be fenced in by y® first day of June 
next with a Good sufficient fence voted 
14 Mr Nath" Porter Mr Eliezer Lake and Jacob Peabody 
are Chosen a committe to apportion and set to Every man 
his Proportion to fence about said Parsonage Land according 


to the Rule that is above expres*4 voted 
15 Mr Nath Porter is Chosen a Trustee in y° room of Capt 
Tho® Baker Deceased voted 


We the Subscribers the Committees respectively Chosen 
appointed by the Towns of Ipswich and Topsfield, to Peram- 
bulate the Line and renew the bounds between the sd Towns: 
have accordingly performed the said service, by Peambulat- 
ing the Line and renewing the Bounds aforesaid ; having new 
marked y® Trees afore marked on y® Line and heaving more 
stones to the old heaps on the said Line. Witness our hands 
the Day of novem: anno Domini 1725 


John Hovey Q for Jonathan Wade fae 
Thomas Gould § Topsfield Nathaniel Hart ey oop 
Phillip Fowler I 


A True Copy of the return attest ae Peabody Town 
Clerk 


(To be continued.) 
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21. 


VITAL STATISTICS OF TOPSFIELD, MASS. 


FOR THE YEAR IQIO. 


BIRTHS. 


June Elizabeth, dau. of Warren T. and Grace A. (Frame) Tilton. 
Francesca, dau. of Pauland Lucia (Le Caporal) La Cassesse. 
Fanny Forester, dau. of Hiram L. and Mary L. (Murphy) Clay. 


Irene Catherine, dau. of Melvin H. and Beatrice M. (Donnelly) Hicks. 


Hazen Rogers, son of Hazen k. and Mary E. (Deickhoff) Wildes. 


_ Guiseppi, son of Alphonse and Grazia (Paglia) Roberto. 


Robert Brooks, son of Charles R. and Anne H. (Edwards) Wait. 
Henry Pingree, son of Henry F. and Margaret (Pingree) Long. 


Stanley Dexter, son of Thomas W. and Gabrielle M. (Dexter) Peirce. 


Ruth Ashton, dau. of Fred E. and Hattie FE. (Fuller) Watson. 
Mary Elizabeth, dau. of George T. and Elizabeth (Cherry) Beech. 
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Clifford Carroll, son of Lewis H. and Elizabeth W.(Carroll) Williams. 


Francesco, son of David and Gesulda (Abbadessa) Gangi. 
Dorothy Pearl, dau. of Ira R. and Callie A. (Clarke) Andrews. 
Walter Archibald, son of James and Ellen (Stoddard) Wood 
Helen Pingree, dau. of Franklin and Helen K. (Smith) Balch. 
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166 VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1910. 
MARRIAGES. 
19Io 
Harry E. Lake (Topsfield), son of Otto E. and Flora E. (Adams) 
Lake. 
re ceases Liming (Dedham), dau. of Christopher and Drusilla 
(Ream) Liming. 
Charles A. Pingree (Georgetown), son of Charles H. and Lucy S. 
July 6 (Harris) ‘Pingree. 
y Mary L. Woodbury (Topsfield), dau. of Isaac M. and Sarah Kk. 
(Leach) Woodbury. 
Benjamin D. Hodges (Topsfield), son of Benjamin and Maria R. 
Ame | %s (Reynolds) Hodges. 
v7 o Virginia C. Reynolds “(Topsfield), son of Mark and Elizabeth 
(Anderson) Reynolds. 
Walter Farnham (Beverly), son of Charles H.and Lucy (Simpson) 
Now pape m. 
- 7 4 Ada M. Phillips (Topsfield), dau. of William N, and Matilda A. 
(Davis) White. 
DEATHS. 
190. 


Jan. 19. Abby Eliza, wife of Stephen M. Pierce and dau. of Thomas and 
EJizabeth (Merrill) Perkins, aged 64 yrs., 9 mos., 4 dys. 

Jan. 31. Mary J., widow of John C. Williams and dau. of and 
(Craig) Harding, aged 73 yrs. 

Ieb. 6. Frank Alonzo Lord, son of Nathaniel A. and Helen A. On aie 
» Lord, aged 54 yrs., 4 mos., 1 day. 

Mar. 13. Rebecca Eveline, wife of John B. Lake and dau. of Nathaniel and 
Pamelia (Gould) Dorman, aged 80 yrs., 9 mos., 20 dys. 

Mar. 19. Alfred F. Tilton, son of Josiah B.and Nancy (Adams) Tilton, aged 
74 yrS., 11 mos. 

Mar. 22. Willaim Perkins, son of Hezekiah B. and Lydia (Ross) Perkins, aged 

- 87 yrs., 5 mos., 18 dys. 

Apr. 9. Silas Roberts Burnham, son of Ansell and Elizabeth (Roberts) Burn- 
ham, aged 6oyrs., 6 mos., 4 dys. 

Apr. 22. Hulda F. Pike, dau. of Benjamin and Hulda (Dorman) Pike, aged 
74 yrs., 4 dys. 

Apr. 22. Eliza Ann, widow of Alonzo Kneeland and dau. of Moses and Mary 
(Mason) Welch, aged 75 yrs., 10 months., 22 dys. 

May 24. Mabel A., wife of Fred G. Smith and dau. of Calvin W. and Harriet 
(Gould) Fuller, aged 33 yrs., 16 dys. 

July 3. Ephraim Perkins, son of Jacob and Mary (Pratt) Perkins, aged 86 
yrs., 6 mos., 27 dys. 

July to. Thomas M. Aitchison, son of Thomas M. and Bella (Aitchison), 
Aitchison, aged 24 yrs., 1 mo., 27 dys. 
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VITAL STATISTICS FOR I910. 167 


Mary Gammell, dau. of John and Emily (Dechman) Gammell, aged 
. 43 yrs., 5 mos.. 12 dys. 
Gilbert B. Balch, son of Humphrey and Hannah P. (Bradstreet) 
Balch, aged 54 years § mos., 15 dys. 
Henry Ware Lake, son of David and Harriet (Wilkins) Lake, aged 72 
yrs., 4 mos., 28 dys. 
Isaac B. Young, son of Isaac and Delia (Tobin) Young, aged 73 yrs., 
§ mos., 4 dys. 
Ruth Ashton, dau. of Fred E. and Hattie E. (Fuller) Watson, aged 3 
mos., 11 dys. 
Mabel Frances, wife of Albert C. Dick and dau. of Edwin and Sarah 
(Moore) Adams, aged 44 yrs., 2 MOS., 17 dys. 
Amelia Carr Skaden, dau. of Joseph C. and Jane (Saxbury) Skaden, 
aged 81 yrs. 
Henry R. M. White, son of Manley and Mary Ann M. (White) 
White, aged 81 yrs., 2 mos., § dys. 
Elizabeth Hanson, dau. of Thomas A. B. and Elizabeth (Hanson) 
Norris, aged 36 yrs., 9 mos., 23 dys. 


Deaths in other places, Interment In Topefleld. 


Joseph Towne, died in Lynn, Mass., aged 84 yrs. 
Annie S. Lamson, died in Hamilton, Mass., aged 638 yrs., 6 mos., 22 dys. 
Alice M. Fuller, died in No. Reading, Mass., aged 39 yrs. 
Benjamin Potter, died in Danvers, Mass., aged 34 yrs. 
Elizabeth H. Lake, died in Peabody, Mass., aged 72 yrs., 9 MOS. 4 dys. 
Florence M. Kirk, died in Danvers, Mass., aged 34 yrs. 
William B. Perkins, died in Middleton, Mass., aged 72 yrs. 3 MOS, 
30 dys. 
Victoria A. Harris, died in Waltham, Mass., aged 53 yrs.,I mo., 25 dys. 
Augustus T. Billings, died in Malden, Mass., aged 68 yrs. 6 
mos., 4 dys. 
Chester M. Striley, died in Salem, Mass.,aged 27 yrs., 8 mos., 10 dys. 
Herbert P. Woodbury, Jr., died in Malden, Mass. 
Carrol Mellish Woodbury, died in Malden, Mass., aged 30 y'sy 
9 mos., 28 dys. 
Edgar Richardson Walsh, died in Salem, Mass., aged 4 dys. 
Mary Elizabeth Lovett, died in Lawrence, Mass., aged 63 yrs. 
5 mos., 16 dys. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS, Ig9I0. 


CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN TOPSFIELD IN 1910. 


IQIO. 
February 22. 
April. 


July 9. 
Sept. 20-21. 
October rf. 


October. 


Sirects first lighted by electricity. 

David Cummings, of Somerville, descended from Topsfield ances- 
tors, bequeathed to the town of Topsfield, for its poor, $4,000 5 
fox the care of the South Side Cemetery, $1,000; and to the 
Topsfield Historical Society, $2,000. 

‘Thomas Aitchison, a carpenter employed on the Pentecost estate, 
was drowned at Poor’s Point, Hood’s Pond. 

Annual cattle show and fair of the Essex Agricultural Society 
held in Topsfield on the grounds of the Society. 

The post office in Topsfield advanced in grade to the presidential 
class. 

Great drought; 28 families at one time depending upon the town 
pump for their water supply. 7 


BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED DURING THE YEAR 1910. 


James M. Marsh, Boston St.; residence and garage. 

William E. Northey, Prospect St.; addition and alterations to dwelling-house. 
Henry F. Long, Summer St.; dwelling-house. 

Isaac M. Woodbury, off Haverhill St.; ice-house. 

Henry H. Roberts, Main St.; wood-working and carpenters’ shop. 

George L. Gould, Washington St.; garage. 

C. Harry Shoemaker, Ipswich St. ; addition to dwelling-house. 

Charles P. Potter, off Central St.; carpenters’ shop and store-house. 
Charles V. Jackman, Pemberton Ave.; house and bakeshop for Italians. 

Bradley W. Palmer, Asbury St.; stable-garage. 

John S. Lawrence, Ipswich St.; addition to dwelling-house. 

Mrs. Lucretia Smith, River St.; addition to dwelling-house. 

Mrs. Susan I. Perkins, Washington St.; addition to dwelling-house. 

Dr. Edward C. Streeter, Asbury St.; addition to dwelling-house. 


‘Thomas E. Proctor, Perkins St.; the Donaldson barn and out-buildings taken 


down. 
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